
Mount Dora Historical Society and Museum 

 

 

 

 

“Shaping the Future of 

Mount Dora by Honoring  

the Past! 

 

Save the Dates! 

 

Celebration of 100 Years of 

Public Service and our  

first Fire Station 

 

Saturday, Feb 11 from 10 to 3 

Royellou Lane from Fourth to 

Fifth Avenues (more info on pg 2) 

 

Night at the Museum 

Scavenger Hunt 

 

Thursday, March 9th from to 5 to 

7 pm at the Mount Dora History 

Museum, 450 Royellou Lane. 

 

Historic Home Window & Door 

Workshop 

 

Date and time to be announced 

via Facebook & email 

notification 

 
 

Be sure to Join Us on Facebook 
Click the ‘LIKE’ button on our 

Facebook page to keep up with the 

lastest news and events! 

 
 

450 Royellou Lane, Mount Dora, Florida 32757                                                                                                       Winter 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

Happy New Year! 

 
It’s 2023 and we would like to take this opportunity to wish 

our members a happy new year!  

 

On December 5th, the board of the Mount Dora Historical 

Society approved a three year strategic plan which is available 

to Historical Society members. The Board is grateful to 

Ginger Clark for leading them through the development 

process.  

 

We assessed our strengths and weaknesses as a relevant 

organization within the City and have created an ambitious 

plan which includes continuing to add new collections to our 

online Archive (www.MountDoraArchives.com), expand our 

social media outreach, complete our documentary and 

establish a historic walking tour app, recruit new members, 

continue to host interesting and educational events and create 

partnerships with local businesses and organizations. 

 

Our plan is ambitious and to be successful we need YOUR 

help. The next step is to assemble action teams around the 

various elements of the strategic plan. Take a look at our list 

of volunteer opportunities on page three. To volunteer in a 

specific area, members are asked to contact the board 

president, Janet Westlake, at 

president@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org.   

 

An organization can only be successful if it has members who 

share a passion and interest in promoting its goals. Mount 

Dora has a very interesting history and we are looking forward 

to sharing it generously with the public and incorporating it 

into the fabric of our modern day city.  

 

Please join us and invite your friends to participate, too! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/MountDoraHistoryMuseum/
http://www.mountdoraarchives.com/
mailto:president@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org


  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Latest Happenings! 

Mark Your Calendar and Join us for a Fun Celebration of 100 Years of Public Service… 

 

Don’t forget to visit the History Museum to see the photos of the 1922 Fire, more fire 

equipment and the jail cells. Cupcakes and a red fire hat for the kids! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



  
  

Update on our Latest Project… 
The Historical Society’s documentary that captures the history of Mount  

Dora from the 1940s through 1970s is continuing to gather oral histories. 

This is an exciting project we are working on with resident Ernie Mosteller,  

who grew up in Mount Dora during this period of time.  

 

Pictured in the photo is Jenny Logas (age 98), Joyce Thompson and Wilton  

Adams (both 100 years of age). These three Mount Dorans shared their 

memories with us for the documentary. We invite you to partner with us 

to document, preserve and share this unique time in Mount Dora’s history. 

 

Please consider giving a gift of any denomination to help offset the cost of filming and producing this 

documentary. The names of all individuals or families who contribute $500 or more will be listed as a patron in 

the film’s credits. All checks should be made out to Mount Dora Historical Society, Inc. P.O. Box 1166, Mt. 

Dora, FL 32756. Thank you for your consideration in helping us bring this project to fruition! 

 

Thank you to the following individuals and companies who have donated to the documentary: 
 

 

 Individual Sponsors: 

Janice Reid Barringer/ Rick Griner 

Elizabeth Brewer 

John Cataldo 

Frank Driggers 

Jim G. Gillies 

Charles Kennedy 

James Laux 

Cathy & Mike Lunday 

Richard & Renee Milota 

Susan Silkworth Myers 

Ann Whittington Neely 

Patricia G. Spear 

Crissy Stile 

Ed & Laurie Tillett 

Bonnie Edgerton Trismen 

Harris & Arliss Turner 

Kathyrn J. Youngs 

Michael Zealy 

 

Corporate Sponsors: 

Dave Lowe Realty 

Harris Air Conditioning 

Waterman Village 

G3 Development 

 

Donations 

 

Thank you to Steve Williams for photos he took of the Honky Tonk Freeway 

Movie filmed downtown in 1980, for the donation of a 1975 Stray Leaves  

Yearbook and a postcard of Williams Pharmacy in downtown Mount Dora,  

circa 1920s. This is one of Steve’s donated photos  

 

Thank you to Ken Cox for photos taken during his time as Fire Chief.  

 

If you’re cleaning out and eliminating items from your home that are  

relevant to Mount Dora’s history, please consider donating them to the  

Historical Society. Contact us at: archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org 
 

Welcome New Members 

 

Allan J. Hayes 

(Annual Individual Membership) 

 

Ken Bell & Neta Villalobos-Bell 
(Lifetime Family Membership) 

 
 

 

 

 



  

 
 

             The Historical Society is in need of your talents and interests! 
 

We have a lot on our agenda for 2023 and we needed enthusiastic volunteers to help us 

meet our goals. To volunteer in one of the areas listed below, please contact board 

president Janet Westlake at president@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org. The actions teams 

and their board representatives include: 

 

Archives – Cathy Lunday 

Cemetery – Bill Lowery 

Membership – Barnett Schwartzman 

Museum – Carolyn Green 

Outreach – Ginger Clark and Susan Myers 

Resource Development – Arlene Riera-Daubon 

 

We’re looking for volunteers to help with: 
 

The Celebration of our 100 year old fire station on Saturday, February 11th 

Event planners to plan and execute 4 to 6 events per year 

Volunteers to assist at private and public events 

Community Outreach Spokesperson to make contact with local businesses and organizations 

Membership Drive Coordinator to oversee a new member recruitment program 

Marketing Coordinator to organize and promote our historical society events 

 
 

 

 
 
Did You Know… 
 
Mary Frank Court which is located off of Highland Street between 9th and 

11th Avenues is named after Mary and Frank Harding. The Harding’s 

arrived in Mount Dora in the 1920s and lived in the home located at 1010 

Clayton Street. Their parcel of was a rectangle shape piece of land that 

extended from Clayton Street to the corner of 11th Avenue down to Mary 

Frank Court.  

 

Frank initially found work in the citrus groves and as a part-time caretaker 

of the Lakeside Inn grounds. He eventually became Supervisor of the 

grounds and head carpenter. He is noted for planting many azalea bushes 

along with 5,000 plants to the Inn’s landscape. His carpenter skills were put 

to good use in the construction of the Gables addition in 1925. 

 

The Harding’s also ran a dairy, of 8 to 11 cows, on their property which 

provided milk to surrounding neighbors. The income from this milk 

provided far more than income, it enabled the Harding’s to accomplish their 

amazing goal of sending all 5 of their daughters to college. 

As the daughters graduated from Florida State University and Florida Southern College they also contributed 

to the next child’s education. After the deaths of Mary and Frank their family developed the property into a 

small subdivision naming the cul-de-sac Mary Frank Court in honor of their parents. 

 

mailto:president@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org


  



 
 

 

 

Mount Dora’s First Fire Station 
 

 The Mount Dora History Museum is located in the original Fire House built in 1923. The ‘Great 

Fire in February of 1922’ reduced one building to ruins and damaged the Town Hall on the East 

side of Donnelly Street (center of the 5th to 4th block). The fire reportedly started because 

someone left an electric iron plugged in. Up to that point Mount Dora did not have a firehouse. 

Glance into the Past 
 

 

While the locals formed a bucket brigade from the 

lake, the fire engine from Eustis was called over & 

ran a hose from Lake Dora. By then it was too late 

to save the burning building (photo to the right).  

 

An official fire house was completed in 1923 on 

property donated by John P. Donnelly. The double 

door bay housed a 1926 American LaFrance fire 

engine. Later jail cells were added to the Fire 

House. The fire department was a volunteer force. 

 

In 1941, the Fire and Police Department moved 

to a new firehouse on 4th Avenue, West of 

Donnelly Street (photo to the right). That 

building was designed to house the larger trucks. 

George Hall was the first fireman to be paid. He 

and his wife lived on the second floor above the 

new station. When a fire call came in, George 

drove the truck to the fire while his wife Mildred 

notified the volunteers. In 1958 Ken Cox (right) 

was hired as the second paid fireman. Ken would 

later go on to become the Fire Chief in 1989.  

 

By 1969, the Fire and Police Department had 

outgrown this space and a new building was 

built. The Police Department fronted Third 

Avenue East of Donnelly Street and the Fire 

Department was housed behind the building 

where they fronted Donnelly Street (photo to the 

right). By this time there were 4 fireman on the 

payroll and many volunteers.  

 

Carroll Griggs was the first paid Fire Chief 

appointed by the City in 1971. Today the Police 

and Fire Department share a building on 

Donnelly Street and Lincoln Avenue.  



                         Then               &           Now              

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                            
 
 

 

  

The City’s third fire station was located on the northeast corner of Donnelly Street and 

Charles Avenue. Built into the hillside, the fire station was located on the lower level 

and the police station on the upper level. Today the two-level City parking garage is 

located on this property. The City has been creative in maximizing the use of the hills 

that our city is known for.  

Stop By and Visit the Museum 

 
MUSEUM ADMISSION: $2.00 for adults, $1.00 for students, kindergarten and under are free. Tour 

groups pay the same price. ~ Admission is always free for Members of the Historical Society ~  
The museum is open Saturday from 1 - 4 pm. 

Call 352- 383-0006 or e-mail: mountdorahistory@gmail.com 

 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

 

Janet Westlake, President 

Barnett Schwartzman, Vice Pres. 

Carolyn Green, Treasurer 

Bill Lowery 

Cathy Lunday 

Susan Myers 

Raoul Barker 

Arlene Riera 

Ginger Clark 

 

DOCENT STAFF: 

 

Tuesday – Open 

Wednesday – Open 

Thursday – Paula Weissman 

Friday – Susan Myers 

               Frank Driggers 

Saturday – Barnett Schwartzman 

Sunday – Paula Weissman, Denise 

Hilling, Alternate Ginger Clark 

Alternate - Ron Ross, Janet Westlake, 

Carolyn Green 

 

We would love a few new docents. If 

interested, please email us at 

mountdorahistory@gmail.com. 



 


