
 Mount Dora Historical     

Society and Museum 

 

 

 

It is our hope that this edition 

of our newsletter finds you safe 

and sound.  

 

The Historic Preservation 

Board offers a program in 

which a homeowner can 

request a marker for homes 

located in the historic district.  

 

For more information visit the 

city’s website at the following 

address: https://ci.Mount-

Dora.fl.us/285/Historic-

Marker-Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to Join Us on 
Facebook 

Click the ‘LIKE’ button on our 

Facebook page to keep up with 

the lastest news and events! 
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Getting Back on Track 
 

The Covid 19 pandemic sidelined our activities 

and events in 2020 but now we are getting back on 

track and will be resuming events this fall. 

 

We’ve got some fun and interesting events 

scheduled, so mark your calendar.  

You won’t want to miss them! 
 
September 18 – Smithsonian Museum Day. Spread the word 

to your friends and neighbors that admission is ‘free’ to our 

museum on this date. Of course, visitation is always free to our 

members. 

 

November 6 – African American History in Mount Dora. 

Author Vivian Owens who wrote The Mount Dorans: African 

American History Notes of a Florida Town book will speak at 

the Martin Luther King Center at 2 pm. 

 

November 15 – Women’s Club Luncheon. Board member 

Barnett Schwartzman will speak at the CC Mount Dora’s 

Women’s Club luncheon from 11:30 to 1 pm. If you’re a 

member of this club, come out and hear Barnett speak. 

 

Plan on joining us for these events and invite your  

friends to come, as well! 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

We have a wonderful small group of volunteers that  

have enabled us to begin reopening the museum and 

scheduling events once again. All of the upcoming  

events come with opportunities for our members to  

enjoy, learn more about Mount Dora history and participate.  

 

To be successful we need more volunteers who want to get involved and share 

their talents with us. Here’s a list of volunteer opportunities for you to select 

from. If you don’t see an opportunity that utilizes your talent, please contact us 

with a suggestion and we’ll be happy to discuss it with you. 

 

#1 – We need more docents to operate the history museum. We have just recently added 

three new docents but need several more to enable us to reopen the museum from Tuesday 

through Sunday. This is a fun opportunity if you love talking and sharing information with 

other people. The requirements are a commitment of one afternoon a week from 1 to 4 pm to 

greet visitors and share Mount Dora’s history. Training is provided, as well as a weekly $10 

stipend to cover your gas costs. This is a fun opportunity for two friends or a couple to do! 

 

#2 - We are looking for individuals who are interested in leading a guided tour of historic 

homes following our “Historic Home Architecture & Tour” event. If you love walking these 

beautiful shady neighborhoods and learning more about the history of these homes, this is 

a wonderful opportunity for you! Training will be provided.  

 

#3 – We can always use more creative people on our Events Committee. Our current 

committee of four brainstorm new event ideas that are interesting and educational.  This is a 

great opportunity for creative people who thrive on fresh new ideas!  

 

#4 – We need one or more people who are acquainted with public relations who know how 

to promote events to increase participation. This is a great opportunity to share your public 

relations experience! 
 

None of these volunteer opportunities require a lot of time, just a commitment to 

help the Mount Dora Historical Society share the history of our “special town!” 

 

Interested? Email us at: mountdorahistory@gmail.com 

Looking to Get Involved? We Need your Help! 

 



A Glance into the Past 

 a 
 

Mount Dora’s Historic Homes 
 

We are fortunate to have a thriving historic district with many historic homes that date from the late 1880s 

through the 1940s. There was a time when homes were quickly being demolished and replaced with parking lots 

or businesses. 

 

In the 1970s, local citizens became dismayed at the number of homes being demolished to build multi-story 

condominiums. They reacted by insisting that the city council enact rules regarding new development which 

included height restrictions in the historic preservation district. To this day, these restrictions are still in force to 

protect and preserve the quaint, small-town that draws tourists and new residents to it.  

 

Sadly, the demolition of historic homes has continued at a slow pace over the years despite these regulations. We 

have lost upwards of 40 beautiful old homes that have been demolished. This practice continues even today, with 

the last having been demolished and replaced with a parking lot in 2019. When homes are demolished one or two 

at a time, we don’t realize how many, along with their history, have been lost over the years. Shown below are 

four of the 40 plus historic homes that have been demolished. 

 

From left to right: The Thayer home located on Grandview Street was replaced with an Episcopal Church 

Fellowship Center and parking lot. Mr. Thayer owned the Lakeside Inn at one time.  

 

The True home, located on Fifth Avenue and Grandview Street, was replaced with a new law firm building. The 

True family were pioneer settlers who owned an early dry goods store downtown.  

 

The third home is Bishop Gate which was located next to the post office on Seventh Avenue. It was replaced with 

a bank parking lot. The Bishop family has a long history in Mount Dora. 

 

The Sedano home located on Helen Street and Ninth Avenue was replaced with three modern homes in the 1950s. 

Manuel and Lillian Sedano owned the Mount Dora Hotel, in the 1940s, on Donnelly Street. These are just a few 

of the 40 plus homes that have been erased from our town. In addition, two hotels, two churches and the Castle on 

the Hill have all been demolished and replaced with condominiums, new buildings and/or parking lots.  

 
 

   

The historic district was created to protect the homes from demolition and to ensure that homes are renovated 

in keeping with their original character. Unfortunately, some of the homes are located outside of the historic 

district and are not protected, even though they are historic. Today, the protection of these homes falls under 

the Historic Preservation Board which works within the parameters of the City of Mount Dora Historic 

Design Guidelines. The board, which is made up of citizens interested in preserving Mount Dora’s 



 
 
 

 
 
  

historic neighborhoods is very effective. However, a property owner has the right to appeal the board’s decision with 

the city council, which has not been as effective in protecting historic structures.  

 

There are a few instances in our history in which a home scheduled for demolition has been moved and renovated. A 

couple of the homes that have escaped the demolition crew are the following from left to right: 

 

The Simpson Farmhouse was relocated due to the efforts of Dave Felts who was President of the Mount Dora 

Historical Society. It’s now located on Donnelly Street, next to the library, and is used for community gatherings. 

 

The next two homes were located on property owned by the Presbyterian Church. They had plans to enlarge their 

church and local residents James & Kerry Homich purchased the homes, relocated them to Fifth Avenue and 

renovated them. 

 

The Guller house was located on Baker Street where City Hall now sits. Originally, a private home, then a small 

hotel, it was transformed into City Hall. When the need for a larger building became necessary it was determined 

that the home would be saved and relocated. Unfortunately, the home was relocated outside of Mount Dora to 

Astatula where it still exists today.  

Our Latest Project…. 
 

The Historical Society’s latest project is a documentary that captures the history of  

Mount Dora from the 1940s through 1970s. This is an exciting project that we are  

working on with resident Ernie Mosteller, who grew up in Mount Dora during this  

period of time. Ernie is a filmmaker who owns Fried Okra Entertainment and has  

created other documentaries, as well as promotional videos…including one for Mount  

Dora. 

 

During these years the downtown area shops provided all the necessities for the townspeople. Once, the Golden 

Triangle Shopping Center was built, the downtown area began to fade. Local officials and business people united in 

reinventing Mount Dora into a bustling tourist town. They coined the slogan “A Touch of New England” to describe 

the city and attract tourists. That led to a city beautification project, the antique shop era, and the development of the 

art festival which has led to Mount Dora being referred to as the “festival city” today. We invite you to partner with 

us to document, preserve and share this unique time in Mount Dora’s history. 

 

Please consider giving a gift of any denomination to help offset the cost of filming and producing this documentary. 

The names of all individuals or families who contribute $500 or more will be listed as a patron in the film’s credits. 

All checks should be made out to Mount Dora Historical Society, Inc. P.O. Box 1166, Mt. Dora, FL 32756. 

Thank you for your consideration in helping us bring this project to fruition! 

    

We are, once again, at a crossroad in which we need to determine, as a community, the importance of our 

historical homes and buildings. Do we value them and want to protect them? Do we want to preserve the 

quaint, small-town that we are? Do we end the demolition of our historic homes and relocate them within the 

city? Or, do we follow what other neighboring cities have done and create higher-density neighborhoods where 

historic homes once stood? Or, can we reach an agreement in which we compromise and make changes on a 

smaller scale in keeping with Mount Dora’s charm? 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know many inventors have lived in Mount Dora over the years? We will feature more 

about these inventors beginning with Charles Williams, Jr. who invented the machine that saved the 1947 

Regatta from disaster. It was the 1940s and Mount Dora was booming with tourists and new residents.  

 

The Yacht Club was planning their September Regatta and were  

concerned with the Hyacinth plants surrounding the city docks. The  

plants were preventing boats from being launched and they needed  

a way to remove them.  

 

The Mount Dora Chamber of Commerce commissioned a Hyacinth Committee and the Topic published 

requests for solutions in their weekly newsletter. Charles Williams, Jr., according to Vivian W. Owens’ book 

The Mount Dorans: African American History Notes of a Florida Town, “had always tinkered with things. 

Now a young man, just 29 years old, his passion for tinkering still lingered.” He had a strong interest in 

reading about science and technology. “In local stores, clerks knew him well because he had the uncanny 

ability to add a long string of numbers in his head with a faster speed than cash registers could calculate.” 

Vivian writes. 

 

Mr. Williams went down to the lake to study the situation. He soon was busy researching and devising 

solutions that would remedy the problem. After testing several ideas, he settled on the idea of a machine that 

he called “The Hyacinth Rake.” His son, Roland Williams, says, “This machine was mounted on a floating 

platform which housed a motor that could drive an attached rake. The rake was submerged in the water, 

below the bulk of vegetation and was designed to cut up the hyacinth as the rake blades were driven by the 

motor.” Using this machine, the Hyacinths were dragged onto the shoreline where they were deprived of 

moisture and died.  

 

Charles presented his idea to Paul Milner, Chairman of the Chamber’s Hyacinth Committee who agreed to 

proceed with his newly invented machine. Thanks to Charles Williams’ invention of the Hyacinth Rake, the 

September Regatta in 1947 was saved! 

 

Source: Owens, Vivian W., The Mount Dorans: African American History Notes of a Florida Town, (2000), Eschar Publications. 

               

 

Recent Donations to the Museum 
 
Nancy Cord Smith donated a Mount Dora High 

School band hat to our School Collection in the 

museum. 

 
Dr. R. Eugene Burley granted permission to 

include excerpts from his book “Mount Dora: The 

Rest of the Story, Plus! in The Mount Dora 

Archives. 

Thanks to everyone who has provided us 
with photos and memorabilia of Mount Dora. If 
you have similar items you’d like to share, please 
let us scan and return them, or you can donate 
them to the Mount Dora Archives.  
mailto:archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org 

 

Welcome New Members 

 

Gene, Hazel and son Wayne Molnar 

(Life Members) 

 

The Mount Dora Archives 
 

The Archives contain eight collections of photos and 

descriptions of Mount Dora’s history. The collections are: 

Agriculture, Family Histories, Florida Land Boom, Historic 

Downtown, Historical Homes, Honky Tonk Freeway Movie, 

People, and Postcards. Additional historic home photos have 

recently been added. 

 

Visit the online Mount Dora Archives at: 

www.MountDoraArchives.com 



                         Then               &           Now              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

These two photos are taken from Donnelly Street looking south to Fifth Avenue. It is the very 

heart of the downtown area. The two-story brick building on the southwest corner was 

originally the First National Bank built in 1926. The building was sold in the 1960s to Realtor 

Everett Huskey and renamed the Huskey Building. Later it was sold to Keith Shamrock who 

changed the name to the Shamrock Building. The Donnelly Building can be seen in the upper 

right portion of the photo. The photo on the left is Circa 1930-1940.  

Stop By and Visit The Museum 

 
MUSEUM ADMISSION: $2.00 for adults, $1.00 for students, kindergarten and under are free. Tour 

groups pay the same price. ~ Admission is always free for Members of the Historical Society ~  
The museum is open Saturday from 1 - 4 pm. 

Call 352- 383-0006 or e-mail: mountdorahistory@gmail.com 

 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

 

Janet Westlake, President 

Carolyn Green, Treasurer 

Bill Lowery 

Barnett Schwartzman 

Cathy Lunday 

Susan Myers 

Raoul Barker 

 

DOCENT STAFF: 

 

Tuesday – Open 

Wednesday – Open 

Thursday - Open 

Friday – Open 

Saturday – Varies   

Sunday – Linda Chase & Paula 

Weissman  

 

We are in search of a few new 

docents. If you’re interested, please 

email us at 

mountdorahistory@gmail.com. 



The Mount Dora Historical Society invites you to become a member 

 
Note: Annual dues cover the period of April 1st to March 31st of the next year. (If you join within 

6 months of our new year, your membership is good until the year after.) Personal checks or 

money orders will be accepted or you can drop by the museum and pay by credit card. 

 
Please check a box: ____ New Member   ____Renewing Member 

 

Memberships (select one): 

 Individual   $15  Life Member    $100 

 Family    $25  Life Member Family   $150 

 Business   $50  Life Member Business $250 

  

Referred by: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: _____________ 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: ______________________ (circle one) Cell, Home or Work 

 

E-Mail: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Names of family for family membership: __________________________________________ 

 

Mail your application and payment to: 

Mount Dora Historical Society, Inc., P.O. Box 1166, Mt. Dora, FL 32756 

(352) 383-0006 

 

 

  

  
Our list of Lifetime Members 

continues to grow:  

 
Scott Alderman – Rusty Anchor, Inc. 

Mick and Connie Aldridge 

Amber Antonio & Joe Scurlock 

Marilyn & Dan Bafunno 

Dolores Bersell 

Elizabeth Brewer 

Rob English - Mount Dora Trust  

Michael & Georgann Bukata 

Glenna Burch & Marsha Blum 

Deborah A. Burchill 

Betty Cook 

Tom & Helen Cutshaw 

Joe & Janice DiFiore 

Frank Driggers 

Tom, Marla & son Justin Dring 
 

Lynn Felts 

Jim Gillies 

Jim & Alexandra Gunderson – Lakeside Inn 

Dorothy Grunewald 

Stephanie Haimes 

Harris Oil & Air Conditioning, Inc. 

John & Cathy Hoechst 

James L. Homich 

James Laux 

Marlette Liveright 

William & Elizabeth Lowery 

Mike & Cathy Lunday 

Gary McKechnie & Nancy Howell 

Harlow & Michell Middleton 
Gene, Hazel & Wayne Molnar 

Susan Silkworth Myers 

Ann Whittington Neely 

Vivian Owens 

Gene Packwood 

 

 



 

Mary T. Pezzo 

Fred & Sandra Risley 

Patricia Spear 

Dorothy Pease Tellin 

Leila (Bonnie) Edgerton Trismen 

Harris & Arliss Turner 

Les & Janet Westlake 

Cooper & Vye Wise 

Michael Zealy & Angela Kelsey 

 
 

If you have an annual membership and would like to upgrade to a lifetime 

membership, please use the form on the last page of this newsletter.   


