
   Mount Dora Historical Society  

             and Museum 

 

 

 

 The History Museum is open on 

Saturdays from 1 to 4 p.m. each 

week. We are in search of a few 

volunteers who would be 

interested in being docents, so we 

can reopen a few more days 

during the week. If you are 

interested please email us at:  

mountdorahistory@gmail.com 

 

May 8- 2:00 to 3:00 pm 
Floyd Risley, author of The 

Risleys: Our Concrete 

Foundations in Mount Dora, will 

be at the Mount Dora History 

Museum to autograph copies of 

his book. Floyd’s memoir 

discusses his father’s concrete 

business that provided many of 

the building blocks and sidewalks 

in early Mount Dora as well as 

Floyd’s memories of his own life 

and family. For more information 

email 

president@mountdorahistoricalso

ciety.org or visit 

www.mountdorahistoricalsociety.

org. 

 

Until then, please  

Join Us on Facebook 
Click the ‘LIKE’ button on our 

Facebook page to keep up with 

the lastest news and events, as 

well as historical photos and 

stories! 
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When Hollywood Came to Mount Dora 
 

 
 

It’s been 40 years since the movie Honky Tonk Freeway was 

released. The movie was a comedy directed by John Schlesinger 

about a small Florida tourist town named Ticlaw whose mayor 

operates a hotel and a tiny wildlife safari park. When the state 

highway commission builds a freeway around the town, mayor 

Kirby slips the official $10,000 for an off ramp. When that 

doesn’t happen, the townsfolk result to crazy antics to attract 

visitors, including painting the town pink. Unfortunately, the 

film was a box office flop! 

 

Mount Dora was all a buzz, in 1980, when producers and 

celebrities rolled in to town, painted it pink and began filming. 

Many locals stood on the sidelines and watched the slow and 

tedious filming of scenes while many others interviewed for 

roles as ‘extras’ in the movie.  
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To see more photos, newspaper clippings & memorabilia visit our Honky Tonk Freeway Movie 

Collection on the Mount Dora Archives at www.MountDoraArchive.com 

More than 4,000 people showed up 

from the area and surrounding 

towns, even from as far away as the 

Carolinas for a chance to take part 

in the film.  

 

The film had many celebrities in it 

including William Devane who 

played the part of city mayor, Beau 

Bridges, Hume Cronyn, Jessica 

Tandy and Terri Garr. The movie 

also included a water skiing 

elephant by the name of Bubbles.  

 

The actors were friendly and posed 

for photos with local Mount Dorans 

who seemed to enjoy this little bit of 

Hollywood that took over the town 

in the summer of 1980.  
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Palm Island – A Taste of Old Florida 

 
 

A Glance into the Past 
 

 

 

 

It was June of 1967 when Captain C.D. Blount 

offered the eight-acre parcel of land known as Palm 

Island to the City for the purchase price of $37,500.  

Although not an island, it’s so named for the vast 

numbers of native Sabal ‘cabbage’ palms throughout 

the acreage. 

 

The City was eager to buy the lakefront parcel in 

front of Gilbert Park and the Palm Island tract for 

their proposed city beautification program which 

included a scenic drive along the curving shores of 

Lake Dora, and an eventual recreational area. The 

unanimous vote of City Council set in motion the 

 

preservation of this piece of pristine land for the future enjoyment of all. W.C. Stokely and Ed Waite joined in by 

providing easements through which an access road could be built. 

 

Prior to the purchase the Mount Dora Topic published a story (September 29, 1966) about Palm Island entitled 

“Mount Dora’s Scenic Sabal Palm Grove on Palm Island Said To Be Florida’s Finest.” Their glowing depiction of the 

island won them a national award in the Discover America contest. A portion of it reads, “The view from the air of 

Palm Island is largely one of primeval forest isolated on the toe of a huge boot of land. Coming in over the dancing 

waters of Lake Beauclaire and Dora one sees a broadly curving island rimmed with a sea of waving grass and clouds 

standing sentinel in a blue-etched sky that canopies the dark-green hammock below.”  

 

In later years, the city contemplated selling the eight-acre tract of land to developers. Councilman Brandon Wald, tells 

the story in the documentary entitled “On the Shores of Lake Dora,” that when the discussion came up, he rented a 

boat to access the island. He was amazed at the beauty and the possibilities of creating a park there. He convinced 

Cauly Lott to join him in voting no to sell the property and the land was safe, once again, from development.  

 

In the 1980s the City of Mount Dora applied for a federal grant of $225,000, which they won from the Florida 

Department of Natural Resources. With the funds they constructed a 1,640-foot boardwalk which meanders in to 

 

 
 

the island and around the lakefront, as well as nature trails 

throughout the property. This provided access for people to 

enjoy this beautiful piece of ‘Old Florida.” Today it is a 

popular destination for locals and visitors who are able to 

enjoy the birds, turtles, gators and other wildlife that 

abound throughout the property.    
 
Sources: 
City Contemplates Acquiring Two Contiguous Properties, The Mount Dora Topic, 8 
June 1967, p. 1 
Mount Dora’s Scenic Sabal Palm Grove on Palm Island Said To Be Florida’s Finest, The 
Mount Dora Topic, 29 September 1966, p. 1 
On The Shores of Lake Dora documentary, The Mount Dora Historical Society, 2017 
Laux, James M. (2001), Mount Dora: Florida, A Short History, First Publish 



  Attention All Photography Buffs ~ 

   
My Mount Dora Photography Contest 

 

The Mount Dora Historical Society and the W.T. Bland Public Library are 

co-sponsoring a photography contest with ‘My Mount Dora – What It  

Means to Me’ as the theme. 

 

There are two age categories (18+ years and 17 & under) and the submission 

deadline is Tuesday, June 1, 2021.  This is a chance for photographers of all  

ages to show, through their lens, what they see and love about Mount Dora. 

 

Photography Contest Guidelines: 

Submission deadline: Tuesday, June 1, 2021  

 

Finalists will be notified after Tuesday, June 15, 2021. Entries will be on display in the Library Lobby  

Gallery through July 2021, winners’ ribbons included. Ribbons and prizes may be picked up at the Library’s 

Circulation Desk beginning Monday, August 2, 2021.  

 

Theme: My Mount Dora – What it Means to Me 

Using unique vision and experiences, capture the essence of  

Mount Dora and what the city means in a personal way. 

 

Entries will be judged by the following criteria:  

 

• Originality in composition and form.  

• Photograph reflects the theme.  

• Vibrancy and sharpness of images.  

 

Creatively photograph a place or scene of your choice in Mount Dora from a unique perspective. The judges 

are looking for photographers who capture the essence of Mount Dora in a unique way or a photograph that  

tells a story. Examples include streetscapes, lake views, buildings, houses, parks, cemetery, landmarks, etc.  

 

The photographs will be published in the Mount Dora Archives. The winning photos will be hung in the  

Library’s Lobby Gallery for the month of July 2021. This contest is sponsored by the Mount Dora Library  

Association.  

 

Entries must be in JPG form with no identifying information on the photograph or in the file’s name. A separate 

coversheet with identifying info must be included. The following information must be on a separate coversheet:  

• Name and age  

• Contact email and phone number of guardian  

• One entry per person permitted.  

 

Entries must be submitted via email to library@cityofmountdora.com by Tuesday, June 1, 2021.  

 

Prizes  

1st ($30), 2nd ($20), 3rd ($15) prizes and Honorable Mentions will be awarded in both age categories, with ribbons  

adorning the winning entries in the Library Lobby Gallery starting July 1, 2021. Winners will receive cash prizes  

starting Monday, August 2, 2021, at the Library’s Circulation Desk. Prize winnings and ribbons will be available for  

take home on Monday, August 2, 2021. The prints will remain the property of the Mount Dora Archives. The contest  

will be judged by representatives of the Mount Dora Historical Society, W.T. Bland Public Library and volunteer artists.  

 

With their submission, artists automatically grant rights to reproduce to the Mount Dora Historical Society, the City of  

Mount Dora (Library) and the Mount Dora Archives. For any questions, please call (352) 735-7180, option 5 or email 

 library@cityofmountdora.com.  The Mount Dora Library Association is sponsoring the cash prizes. 
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In Memory of Fay Hill Brooks Williams 

 
Fay Williams passed away in February 2021. In 1981,  
she was the first African-American woman elected to a  

seat on the Mount Dora City Council and served in that  

position for twelve years. She was a determined advocate  

for the Black community, not only in Mount Dora but in  

surrounding cities. She recognized the need to revitalize  

businesses and neighborhoods in Northeast Mount Dora  

and advocated for the establishment of the Northeast  

Community Redevelopment Agency. Due to her efforts,  

all of the unpaved streets in the Northeast Community were paved and sidewalks added.  

 

She was employed by Lake Community Action Agency for twenty five years and was 

passionate about helping those in need. Whether using grant money or funds she raised, she 

identified and assisted with the most pressing life sustaining needs of the community. Fay 

genuinely cared about people and their wellbeing. As an activist and champion for human and 

civil rights, she led many local causes and was instrumental in organizing the first Martin 

Luther King, Jr. event in Mount Dora.  We honor Fay Hill Brooks Williams and her many 

contributions to the City of Mount Dora! 
Source: Obituary in the Daily Commercial 

 

The renovation on the old Rehbaum Warehouse on Royellou Lane is now completed. 

CFL Property Group has done a great job in maintaining the original façade of the 

building while giving it an updated look. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Inside the building, they’ve incorporated a section of old mailboxes from the post office 

which recently closed on Seventh Avenue and Donnelly Street.  

 

  

 



Recent Donations to the Museum 

 

 

 

Welcome New Members  

 

Ed & Laurie Tillet 

Bob & Doris Huff 

Tammy Phillips 

 

 

 
 

Local artist Aphrodite is donating the rights of her 

painting of the Donnelly House to the Historical 

Society. We will be creating gift items with this 

portrait on it for fund raising opportunities. All gift  

items will be available for purchase in the Mount  

Dora Historical Museum in the near future. Thank 

you for your generous offer Aphrodite! 

  
Henry Link – postcard of the Donnelly House. 

 

Floyd Risley – Business contracts between the City 

of Mount Dora and Carl Risley to build the 

shuffleboard courts in Donnelly Park and the Mount 

Dora Boat Club (currently Yacht Club). 

 

Ms. Longstreet – The book Tales of Boyhood 1892-

1907 written by her grandfather R.J. Longstreet, who 

also wrote The Story of Mount Dora history book.  

 

We also received a donation by an unknown person 

of a 1947 Mount Dora Telephone Directory.  

 

Thanks to everyone who has provided us with 
photos and memorabilia of Mount Dora. If you 
have similar items you’d like to share, please let us 
scan and return them, or you can donate them to 
the Mount Dora Archives.  
mailto:archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org 

The latest on the  

Mount Dora Archives ~ 

 

The Archives now contain eight collections 

with the addition of the new collection for 

the Honky Tonk Freeway Movie, which 

contain more than 75 photos and many 

unseen items. Be sure to check it out! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The other seven collections are Florida 

Land Boom, Historical Homes, 

Agriculture, Historic Downtown, People, 

Postcards and Family Histories. In 

addition, several new collections will soon 

be added, as well as new photos to the 

already existing collections. 
 

You can find the Mount Dora Archives online 

at: www.mountdoraarchives.com 
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                         Then               &           Now              

 

 

  

 

  

The building located on the southwest corner of Donnelly Street and Fourth Avenue was 
Drugg Variety Store in the late 1930’s and 40’s. It was owned by Henry L. Drugg and his son 
Proctor Drugg. In the 1960’s it changed hands and became Vincent’s 5 and Dime Store. In 

more recent years, several restaurants have been located in the building. Today Las Palmas 
Restaurant occupies the building. The building, built in 1938, retains its original façade 

including the metal frames for the awnings.  

Stop by and Visit the Museum 

 
MUSEUM ADMISSION: $2.00 for adults, $1.00 for students, kindergarten and under are free. Tour 

groups pay the same price. ~ Admission is always free for Members of the Historical Society ~  
The museum is open Saturdays from  1 - 4 pm. 

Bring your group to visit the museum for a private one hour tour on Friday or Saturday morning. 
Arrangements must be made two weeks in advance. Call 352- 383-0006 or e-mail: 
mountdorahistory@gmail.com 

 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

 

Janet Westlake, President 

Carolyn Green, Treasurer 

Bill Lowery 

Barnett Schwartzman 

Cathy Lunday 

Susan Myers 

Raoul Barker 

In Need of Docent Volunteers  
 

We would love to open the museum a 

few more days a week if we can find  

some volunteers who are willing to 

serve as docents.   

 

It’s a great opportunity to meet new 

people and share Mount Dora’s 

interesting history.  

 

Training is provided. 

 

Email us at: 

mountdorahistory@gmail.com 



Our list of Lifetime Members continues to grow:  

 
Scott Alderman – Rusty Anchor, Inc. 

Mick and Connie Aldridge 

Amber Antonio & Joe Scurlock 

Marilyn & Dan Bafunno 

Dolores Bersell 

Elizabeth Brewer 

Rob English - Mount Dora Trust  

Michael & Georgann Bukata 

Glenna Burch & Marsha Blum 

Deborah A. Burchill 

Betty Cook 

Tom & Helen Cutshaw 

Joe & Janice DiFiore 

Frank Driggers 

Tom, Marla & son Justin Dring 

Lynn Felts 

Jim Gillies 

Jim & Alexandra Gunderson – Lakeside Inn 

Dorothy Grunewald 

Stephanie Haimes 

Harris Oil & Air Conditioning, Inc. 

John & Cathy Hoechst 

James L. Homich 

James Laux 

Marlette Liveright 

William & Elizabeth Lowery 

Mike & Cathy Lunday 

Gary McKechnie & Nancy Howell 

Harlow & Michell Middleton 

Gene, Hazel & Wayne Molnar 

Susan Silkworth Myers 

Ann Whittington Neely 

Vivian Owens 

Gene Packwood 

Mary T. Pezzo 

Fred & Sandra Risley 

Patricia Spear 

Dorothy Pease Tellin 

Leila (Bonnie) Edgerton Trismen 

Harris & Arliss Turner 

Les & Janet Westlake 

Cooper & Vye Wise 

Michael Zealy & Angela Kelsey 

 
 

If you have an annual membership and would like to upgrade to a lifetime 

membership, please use the form on the last page of this newsletter.    



We welcome an opportunity to share Mount Dora’s interesting history with as 

many people as possible, so please feel free to share this newsletter and invite 

your friends to join the Historical Society! 

 

 

The Mount Dora Historical Society invites you to become a member 

 
Note: Annual dues cover the period of April 1st to March 31st of the next year. (If you join within 

6 months of our new year, your membership is good until the year after.) Personal checks or 

money orders will be accepted or you can drop by the museum and pay by credit card. 

 
Please check a box: ____ New Member   ____Renewing Member 

 

Memberships (select one): 

 Individual   $15  Life Member    $100 

 Family    $25  Life Member Family   $150 

 Business   $50  Life Member Business $250 

  

Referred by: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: _____________ 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: ______________________ (circle one) Cell, Home or Work 

 

E-Mail: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Names of family for family membership: __________________________________________ 

 

Mail your application and payment to: 

Mount Dora Historical Society, Inc., P.O. Box 1166, Mt. Dora, FL 32756 

(352) 383-0006 

 

 

 

 

  


