
 Mount Dora Historical     

Society and Museum 

 

 

 

It is our hope that this edition 

of our newsletter finds you safe 

and sound.  

 

Our history museum has 

reopened on Saturdays only 

from 1 – 4 pm. If you collect 

salt & pepper shakers you 

won’t want to miss our 

featured display on loan from 

Carolyn Green. They are a 

portion of her paternal 

grandmother’s collection from 

the 1920s and 30s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are hoping to return to our 

scheduled events later this year 

and will keep you posted. 

 

Until then, please  

Join Us on Facebook 
Click the ‘LIKE’ button on our 

Facebook page to keep up with 

the lastest news and events! 
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Mount Dora has a rich and interesting history with 

so many photos and stories yet to be shared. While 

the Covid 19 pandemic may have prevented us 

from gathering together to learn more about our 

history, it has not prevented us from sharing it. We 

have actively been posting photos, stories of 

people, homes and historical events on our 

Facebook page @MountDoraHistoryMuseum. Please 

join us to discover how Mount Dora has become 

the special place it is today! 

 

Carolyn, our museum manager, has spent 2020 

sprucing up the history museum, adding to our 

collection and fine tuning the displays. The 

museum has reopened on Saturdays from 1 to 4 

pm. We invite you to drop by and see the changes 

and new additions. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/MountDoraHistoryMuseum/


 

It’s always wonderful to see our old buildings and homes preserved in a way that maintains their historical 

aspects. The old Rehbaum Warehouse on Royellou Lane has been under renovation for the past year. CFL 

Property Group is making great progress as they transform this warehouse into office space. The historical 

look of the exterior of the building has been maintained while making the necessary interior changes. 
 

 
 

Historical Preservation is alive and well in the city! 

New homeowners, Geoff and Rachel Solomon, of the historical 1912 Wardell-Wilmot house at 321 W. 9th 

Avenue have beautifully restored the original rock face block and iron fence that surrounds the property. 

They were also able to restore the fish pond in the backyard. “Over the years the pond had sunk into the 

ground and the water would overflow following rain showers,” Geoff said. The pond now has been 

stabilized and a rock face block rim surrounds it. CGC Kilfoyle Builder was able to professionally match 

the existing work done on the rock face block in keeping with the way Carl Risley originally built it. These 

restorations are a great example in keeping with the historical look of the home and property! 

 
 



 

 A Glance into the Past 
 

The Mount Dorans 
African American History Notes of a Florida Town 

 

In the year 2000, Vivian W. Owens published her book entitled 

THE MOUNT DORANS, African American History Notes of a Florida 

Town. Her book captures the missing history of the pioneer African  

Americans who found Mount Dora to be a place of refuge and security  

in the mid to late 1800’s.  

 

The woman shown on the cover of her book is Nancy Page who 

settled in Mount Dora after having been enslaved in the Tallahassee 

area. She escaped slavery three times before arriving and settling in  

Mount Dora.  

 

Vivian describes Nancy’s story as follows, “When Nancy Page 

reached Mount Dora in the mid 1870’s, she felt good about the 

things she saw. Red hibiscus flowers, orange blossoms, pink crepe myrtle, and tall palms with palm dates dotted 

the landscape. Lush fruit filled all her cravings. 

 

Nancy also observed an impressive number of African Americans walking around in a relaxed manner. They 

owned the land and places to live. None spoke of a fear of lynching or other mob violence from race hatred. 

Actually, she saw very few people of a race other than her own. Nancy Page drew comfort in Mount Dora’s 

safety.  

 

Those who remember her say she preferred working in orange groves. Whether that preference resulted from a 

love of the outdoors or the higher wages earned, no one knows. A study of her industrious nature would indicate 

that she knew the value of money and strove to meet her needs.”  

 

According to the 1910 U.S. Census, Nancy and Moss Page were living in downtown Mount Dora in the area of 

Donnelly Street and Fourth Avenue. They, however, were among the group of African Americans that were 

displaced from that area and relocated to the northeast community in the 1920’s. It was a setback to the African 

American citizens and in future years, racism would again, sadly, become a part of our history. 

 

Vivian goes on to say that, “Nancy and her husband, Moss, then set about buying property in the East Town area, 

some of it between Grant and Lincoln.” Many other African American families such as the Butlers, Codys, 

Adams, Harts, Thompsons, Monroes, Fletchers, Terrentines, Bowmans, Robinsons, Williams and Gilberts owned 

land in the downtown area, as well. Other African Americans lived near Gilbert Park where they rented homes in 

an area known as “Stokely’s Bottom.” Most of them were employed at a saw mill owned by a man named 

Stokely.”  

 

Ms. Owens’ book is a fascinating look at the lives of Black pioneers that settled in Mount Dora, and the history 

they contributed through the decades. The book is available, in limited supplies, on Amazon. Ms. Owens has 

written a range of books which are available at Eschar Publications. 
 
 

 
 

https://www.escharpublications.com/


  

Recent Donations to the Museum 

 

 

Welcome New Members 

 

Tom, Marla & Justin Dring  

(Life Members) 

Mike & Cathy Lunday (Life Members) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are in search of photos from the 1950-1970s era 

in Mount Dora. Photos of local events, school  & 

sports activities, parades, homes, families, clubs, 

citrus industry, church activities, downtown and 

lakeside activities to name a few. We will scan the 

photos and return them to you. 

 

Lucille Romer donated a series of photographs from 

Romer’s Bakery, including the one shown above of 

Helen Romer inside the bakery (now Scoops Ice 

Cream Shop). 

 
Linda Stewart donated a photograph of Mrs. 

Jackson’s 1st grade class Easter egg hunt in 1960. 

 

Hank Link donated a photograph of Link’s 

Stationery. 

 

Tom Dring donated a map entitled Mount Dora 

‘The Playground of Florida.’ 

 

Roy Hamlin donated a framed Mount Dora Topic of 

the Mount Dora High School graduating class of 

1952 which belonged to his aunt, Jean Hauser. 

 

Thanks to everyone who has provided us with 
photos and memorabilia of Mount Dora. If you 
have similar items you’d like to share, please let us 
scan and return them, or you can donate them to 
the Mount Dora Archives.  
mailto:archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org 

 

The Mount Dora 

Archives 

 

The Mount Dora Archives currently offers 

seven collections which contain photos and 

history of people, places and events that 

occurred in Mount Dora. Archive photos are 

regularly updated and new collections are 

currently in the works and will be available 

throughout the year. We will keep you posted 

when a new collection is added.  

 

You can visit the Archive at: 

www.mountdoraarchives.com. 

  

If you have memorabilia or photos you would 

like to donate or lend to be scanned, please 

contact us at: 

archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org 
 

 
 

Did You Know… 

 

The first Methodist Church sanctuary sat at the 

corner of Fifth Avenue and Baker Street 

(where the Sun Bank parking lot is today).  

This area became known to the locals as 

‘Methodist Hill.’ 

 

mailto:archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org
http://www.mountdoraarchives.com/
mailto:archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org


                         Then               &           Now              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

These two photos of the storefronts on the west side of Donnelly Street, between Fourth and 

Fifth Avenues, reflect the different look over the years. The photo on the left is circa 1950s and 

the photo on the right was taken in 2020. On the far left of the 1950s photo the Mount Dora 

Hotel and the two buildings to the right of it retain their original historic façade today, while 

the two buildings located on the right side of the photo changed to reflect “A Touch of New 

England” slogan that was adopted in the 1970s.  

Stop By and Visit The Museum 

 
MUSEUM ADMISSION: $2.00 for adults, $1.00 for students, kindergarten and under are free. Tour 

groups pay the same price. ~ Admission is always free for Members of the Historical Society ~  
The museum is open Saturday from 1 - 4 pm. 

Call 352- 383-0006 or e-mail: mountdorahistory@gmail.com 

 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

 

Janet Westlake, President 

Carolyn Green, Treasurer 

Bill Lowery 

Barnett Schwartzman 

Cathy Lunday 

Susan Myers 

Raoul Barker 

 

DOCENT STAFF: 

 

Tuesday – Rosemary Cliburn 

Wednesday – Barnett Schwartzman 

Friday – Julia Goodwin 

Saturday – Varies   

Sunday – Linda Chase & Paula 

Weissman  

 

We are in search of a few new 

docents. If you’re interested, please 

email us at 

mountdorahistory@gmail.com. 



The Mount Dora Historical Society invites you to become a member 

 
Note: Annual dues cover the period of April 1st to March 31st of the next year. (If you join within 

6 months of our new year, your membership is good until the year after.) Personal checks or 

money orders will be accepted or you can drop by the museum and pay by credit card. 

 
Please check a box: ____ New Member   ____Renewing Member 

 

Memberships (select one): 

 Individual   $15  Life Member    $100 

 Family    $25  Life Member Family   $150 

 Business   $50  Life Member Business $250 

  

Referred by: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: _____________ 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: ______________________ (circle one) Cell, Home or Work 

 

E-Mail: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Names of family for family membership: __________________________________________ 

 

Mail your application and payment to: 

Mount Dora Historical Society, Inc., P.O. Box 1166, Mt. Dora, FL 32756 

(352) 383-0006 

 

 

 

 

  

Lifetime Members: 
Mick and Connie Aldridge 
Marilyn & Dan Bafunno 
Dolores Bersell 
Elizabeth Brewer 
Ed Brooks – Mount Dora Trust  
Michael & Georgann Bukata 
Glenna Burch & Marshal Blum 
Deborah A. Burchill 
Betty Cook 
Joe & Janice DiFiore 
Frank Driggers 
Tom, Marla & Justin Dring 
Lynn Felts 
Jim Gillies 
Jim & Alexandra Gunderson – Lakeside Inn 
Stephanie Haimes 
John & Cathy Hoechst 

James L. Homich 
James & Barbara Laux 
Al & Marlette Liveright 
William & Elizabeth Lowery 
Mike & Cathy Lunday 
Gary McKechnie & Nancy Howell 
Harlow & Michell Middleton 
Susan Silkworth Myers 
Ann Whittington Neely 
Vivian Owens 
Gene Packwood 
Mary T. Pezzo 
Fred & Sandra Risley 
Patricia Spear 
Brandon Wald 
Lee & Janet Westlake 
Cooper & Vye Wise 
Michael Zealy & Angela Kelsey 


