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It is our hope that this edition 

of our newsletter finds you safe 

and sound. 

 

Just as our state and local 

governments continue to 

contend with the Covid-19 

Pandemic by reopening 

businesses in phases, the 

Historical Society must also 

decide when we will reopen 

our history museum and 

resume events. 

 

At this point, we have decided 

that all scheduled events will 

be on hold until the end of the 

year. We hope to be able to 

have scheduled events in 2021. 

 

In addition, our history 

museum will remained closed 

for now.  

 

Until then, please  

Join Us on Facebook 
Click the ‘LIKE’ button on our 

Facebook page to keep up with 

the lastest news and events! 
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Let’s Take A History Walk 
 

 

 

“History is all around us and you, my 

lucky few, are living in some of it.” 
M.J. Colewood    

Milder temps and less humidity will soon be upon us, 

making it a great time to get outside and take a history 

walk. 

 

A stroll through the old historical neighborhoods, and 

even beyond, still reveal the tell-tale signs of the past. 

Whether it be a crumbling driveway apron where Carl 

Risley’s concrete stamp is barely legible or the fence 

posts and street markers he constructed.  

 

In the 1970s, the Girl Scouts touched up the black 

lettering on these markers as a community service 

project. Some of the markers have been lost to time 

and damage, but many remain today. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/MountDoraHistoryMuseum/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

This solitary rusticated block column, on the corner of 

Clayton Street and Seventh Avenue, indicates an old 

home once stood on this lot. That old home is a memory 

of the past but the marker still remains. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Now, let’s go to Alexander Avenue and Seventh 

Avenue to the First National Bank overflow parking 

lot. On this lot, was a beautiful old home called 

Bishop Gate which was built by J.P. Donnelly in 

1887. When the house was demolished, the bank 

decided to leave the carriage mount intact. It sits in 

its original spot along with a plaque that describes its 

purpose.  

 
 
 
 

There are many more discoveries to be made. Come along and we’ll see what we can discover. 

 
 On Fifth Avenue in front of Pizza Amore’s parking 

lot are two rusticated block columns and an old gate. 

It seems out of place because it doesn’t lead 

anywhere. It’s a sign that an old house once sat on 

that property which is now a parking lot. 
 

 
Down the street on the opposite side of Fifth Avenue 

and Grandview Street, at a Law Firm are two gate posts. 

They’re the last remaining remnants of a gate to the 

True Family home that was demolished long ago.  

 

 
 

Take a stroll downtown, next to the Donnelly House and you can see the outlines of six bowling lanes from the 

1940s. In addition, tucked behind three homes on Grandview Street between Fifth and Fourth Avenues, is an old 

barn from the late 1890s. It’s all that’s left of a large home and citrus grove that once occupied half of this block 

(see page 4 and 5 for both of these stories). 

 

So, next time you’re out walking through the Historic District of Mount Dora…Take a good look around with a 

fresh set of eyes, and discover the history that surrounds you! 
 



 

 

Making their Mark in Education 
 
Two educators arrived in Mount Dora…15 years apart, and both have  

Made significant contributions toward the education of our children and 

school system. 

 

Daniel Douglas Roseborough, A.B., A.M., LL.B graduated from Stetson  

University and arrived in Mount Dora in 1922. He was a teacher of the 

‘old school’ and taught the basics with a firm hand on structure and  

discipline.  In September of 1922, Professor Roseborough began what  

would be a 37-year career in Mount Dora with 105 students. They entered 

the brand new Mount Dora School building, which would later be renamed 

Roseborough Elementary School after the Professor.  

 

Roseborough was a teacher, administrator, and coach. He loved sports and enjoyed coaching the kids and attending 

games long after he retired. As the school grew he continued to build additional classrooms, a lunchroom, and a 

gymnasium that was the best in the county. When he retired in 1958, there were more than 600 students in attendance at 

the school. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After his retirement, he continued to serve his community as the first African American to be elected to the Mount Dora 

City Council in 1972. He held that office for 10 years and worked tirelessly for equality and to improve the neighbor-

hoods and lives of the people who lived in the Northeast Community. In honor of the Professor’s service to the 

community, a two and a half-acre children’s park was named after him. The park contains a large covered pavilion, four 

smaller pavilions, basketball and volleyball courts, and a playground.  

 

Both Daniel Roseborough and Cauley O. Lott were devoted to their field of education. They improved the education 

system in Mount Dora and influenced many students to follow in their footsteps as teachers and leaders.  We owe a debt 

of gratitude to these two men of distinction! 

 
 

Sources:  
Edgerton, David, Memories of Mount Dora and Lake County: 1845 to 1981. Mount Dora Historical Society, 1960. 
Owens, Vivian W., The Mount Dorans: African American History Notes of a Florida Town. Eschar Publications, 2000. 

A Glance into the Past 
 

 

 

 

 

Cauley O. Lott arrived in Mount Dora in 1938 as a teacher. Having 

graduated with a B.S. Degree from Florida A&M College and 

completed his graduate work at the University of Pittsburgh, he was 

ready to make his mark in education. He soon rose to the position of 

principal in 1947 and continued that work for 23 years until he retired 

in 1970.  He found the school for African-American children in 

deplorable condition and worked steadily to improve the education the 

children would receive. He was a mentor to his students and 

encouraged them to do their best and work hard to achieve their goals. 



 
It’s been mentioned, more than once, in conversation that there was an outdoor bowling alley in 

downtown Mount Dora between the Donnelly Building and Donnelly House. The discovery of 

an old menu for Clark’s Recreation Center prompted a further look into the matter.  

 

Confirmation from three long-term Mount Dorans…brothers Carl & Dale Tucker and Henry 

Link, both having grown up here during that time period, confirmed the bowling lanes were in 

this location. A quick search in the Mount Dora Topic revealed an article dated December 21, 

1939, titled “Clark’s Bowling Alleys Opened For Bowling Tuesday.” Apparently, the locals 

were eagerly awaiting the opening despite the fact they weren’t sure how successful bowling 

would be on a concrete surface. Mayor Simpson rolled the first ball, followed by Miss Eleanor 

Minkley, secretary of the Chamber of Commerce.  

 

Pinsetters were hired to do the manual task of resetting each pin in those days. Dale Tucker was 

one of several young lads, at the age of 12, hired to manually reset the pins after each round. He 

told us, “There was a wooden frame structure with a metal roof with benches for the bowlers to 

sit on while we reset each bowling pin. Weekend evenings were busy when the older men would 

congregate together, bowl some games,and drink a lot of beer. The ladies also bowled and  

smaller duck pins were used for them.”  

 

Leagues were formed and played in Mount Dora, as well as Eustis at their Bowldrome on Bay 

Street. Mrs. Backus, who was a member of the Chickadee League, of Mount Dora was a top 

bowler and rolled “a sparkling 232” in a match against the Rotary Club in the Eustis Bowldrome 

in December 1940. Apparently, the initial glow faded out, the lanes covered with asphalt and the 

history forgotten. It just goes to show that tell-tale signs of the history of our town can still be 

found and new “old” history added to the memories. So, next time you’re downtown, stop by the 

area and envision the folks all dressed in their Sunday finery enjoying a round or two of bowling 

and a cold beer on a warm Saturday evening in the 1940s. 
 

  

 

Old History Rediscovered…. 

 

  



  

 

The discovery of this old photo from L.R. Tremain’s collection of photographs was quite 

fascinating. This area on the corner of Grandview Street and Third Avenue looks different today 

than it did in this old photo, circa late 1890s.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The old stately home built by John and Emma Swain no longer exist, nor does the long rectangular 

pole barn or the citrus trees. The Swains moved to Mount Dora in 1882-83 with the same dream, as 

many others during this time period, of growing citrus. Their dreams of making money in citrus did 

not work out as expected, as they suffered great losses during the ‘Big Freeze’ in 1895. In the photo, 

you can see they hoped to protect their remaining damaged trees by covering them with specially 

made wooden boxes. Other grove owners covered their trees with a wooden frame and cloth to 

protect their trees. This hopeful plan was not successful and the Swains soon sold their home and 

moved to Atlanta, Georgia.  
 

Several other families resided in the home over the years, but eventually, the home and pole barn 

was demolished. Three new homes were built on this expansive lot sometime in the 1970s, and all 

memory of the old home long forgotten. The most amazing part of this story is that the small barn 

seen in the 1895 photo still exists today. Located behind one of the homes, the barn can barely be 

seen but there’s no doubt it’s the same structure when comparing the roofline to the one in the 

photo. History does not tell us why everything else was demolished or why the barn remained intact. 

While a lot has changed in town over the years, and a lot of old homes demolished…it’s wonderful 

to find some old historical reminders of the past.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 

                           

 

 

  

 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

 

Janet Westlake, President 

Carolyn Green, Treasurer 

Raoul Barker 

Bill Lowery 

Cathy Lunday 

Susan Myers 

Barnett Schwartzman 

 

DOCENT STAFF: 

 

Tuesday – Rosemary Cliburn 

Wednesday – Barnett Schwartzman 

Thursday – Paula Weissman 

Friday – Julia Goodwin 

Saturday – Varies   

Sunday – Linda Chase & Paula 

Weissman  

 

Thank you to our docents who do 

a great job!! 

 Recent Donations to the Archives 

 

 
 

Elizabeth Brewer – First Edition Full Color Map 

of Mount Dora. 

 Thanks to everyone who has provided 
us with photos and memorabilia of Mount 
Dora. If you have similar items you’d like to 
share, please let us scan and return them, or 
you can donate them to the Mount Dora 
Archives.  
 

Share this newsletter with 

your friends and invite them to 

become a member! 

The Mount Dora Archives 
 

The Archives contain seven collections which 

contain photos and explanations of Mount 

Dora’s history. The collections are Florida 

Land Boom, Historical Homes, Agriculture, 

Historic Downtown, People, Postcards and 

Family Histories. We continually add new 

photos to the Archive and have recently added 

an additional 48 postcards. 

 

 Visit the online Mount Dora Archives 

(www.MountDoraArchives.com) to enjoy this 

fun piece of history. 

 

http://www.mountdoraarchives.com/


 The Mount Dora Historical Society invites you to become a member 

 
Note: Annual dues cover the period of April 1st to March 31st of the next year. (If you join within 

6 months of our new year, your membership is good until the year after.) Personal checks or 

money orders will be accepted or you can drop by the museum and pay by credit card. 

 
Please check a box: ____ New Member   ____Renewing Member 

 

Memberships (select one): 

 Individual   $15  Life Member    $100 

 Family    $25  Life Member Family   $150 

 Business   $50  Life Member Business $250 

  

Referred by: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: _____________ 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: ______________________ (circle one) Cell, Home or Work 

 

E-Mail: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Names of family for family membership: __________________________________________ 

 

Mail your application and payment to: 

Mount Dora Historical Society, Inc., P.O. Box 1166, Mt. Dora, FL 32756 

(352) 383-0006 

 

 

 

 

  

Lifetime Members: 
Scott Alderman – Rusty Anchor, Inc. 
Mick and Connie Aldridge 
Amber Antonio & Joe Scurlock 
Marilyn & Dan Bafunno 
Dolores Bersell 
Elizabeth Brewer 
Rob English - Mount Dora Trust  
Michael & Georgann Bukata 
Glenna Burch & Marsha Blum 
Deborah A. Burchill 
Betty Cook 
Tom & Helen Cutshaw 
Joe & Janice DiFiore 
Frank Driggers 
Lynn Felts 
Jim Gillies 
Jim & Alexandra Gunderson – Lakeside Inn 
Dorothy Grunewald 
Stephanie Haimes 
Harris Oil & Air Conditioning, Inc. 

John & Cathy Hoechst 
James L. Homich 
James Laux 
Marlette Liveright 
William & Elizabeth Lowery 
Gary McKechnie & Nancy Howell 
Harlow & Michell Middleton 
Gene, Hazel & Wayne Molnar 
Susan Silkworth Myers 
Ann Whittington Neely 
Vivian Owens 
Gene Packwood 
Mary T. Pezzo 
Fred & Sandra Risley 
Patricia Spear 
Dorothy Pease Tellin 
Leila (Bonnie) Edgerton Trismen 
Harris & Arliss Turner 
Les & Janet Westlake 
Cooper & Vye Wise 
Michael Zealy & Angela Kelsey 


