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Preserving the Past
It is our hope that this edition
of our newsletter finds you safe
and sound.

“The history of a community and its historical sites
fosters an individual’s sense of belonging and
community pride.”
Unknown author

The Mount Dora Historical Society works
diligently to preserve the rich and diverse history
of Mount Dora. We do this by preserving,
collecting, researching, and making the
information, items, and photographs available via
our history museum, history books, online archive,
events, Facebook, and our quarterly newsletter.
In this issue, we are pleased to bring you a story
about a downtown renovation project that will
preserve an old building while making the interior
functional for modern office suites. We will also
take a look back in time at a unique home that has
been lost to time, but its rich history is worth
remembering.

Just as our state and local
governments continue to
contend with the Covid-19
Pandemic by reopening
businesses in phases, the
Historical Society must also
decide when we will reopen
our history museum and
resume events.
At this point, we have decided
that all scheduled events will
be on hold until the end of
summer when we will reassess
the situation.
In addition, our history
museum will remained closed
until renovation on the building
next door has been completed
to the point where it is safe for
visitors to access Royellou
Lane. Until then, please

Join Us on Facebook

Click the ‘LIKE’ button on our
Facebook page to keep up with
the lastest news and events!

Rehbaum Warehouse Renovation Project

Above: Wow! What a
surprise to look up and
see that 2/3 of the
Rehbaum building was
gone and there was
daylight showing
through the empty
windows.
Right: What a privilege
to get an inside tour!
The building was built in
two stages. The left side
(see the roof peak
traces) was built around
1918. The right side was
built around 1925.






























The Great Fire of February 1922, destroyed Mount Dora’s Town Hall and damaged other buildings.
The fire also revealed what was still standing across the lane behind, Rehbaum’s Warehouse
Building. How interesting to have a theory confirmed that this building is part of the building that
has stood so long attached to the Museum’s South wall.






Uncovered:
Missing Cell Window
This is a view of the cell #5
window that has been
sealed in the wall between
the Museum building and
the Rehbaum building for
about 95 years.
This window is located
inside the finished wall in
the Museum restroom.
Sadly, these pictures are the
only view we will have. The
window will be sealed and a
new wall will go up.
CFL Property Group, the
current owners of the
Rehbaum Building are saving
the front elevation but must
rebuild the rest of the twostory building to
accommodate offices on
both floors.



Work will be ongoing until
sometime in October.

A Glance into the Past
The Castle-on-the-Hill
Once upon a time, Mount Dora was able to boast about having a
fairytale-style castle-on-the hill. What an impressive sight it was to see
the Mediterranean Revival style fortress overlooking beautiful Lake Dora.
In 1929, retired builder and engineer, Arthur Frothingham of Sleepy
Hollow, New York set out to build his dream home in the small city of
Mount Dora. The front of his castle faced old Highway 441, while the rear
entrance was located off of Helen Street. Prior to the construction of his
home the local folks would gather at the foot of this property where there
was “a natural bowl or amphitheater, to observe the lake activities of the
yacht club.”
Frothingham was of English descent and set out undeterred to build his
Castle-on-the-Hill in his mid to late 70s. His property consisted of 13 acres
of towering pine trees that dotted his tract of land, as well as the surrounding area. Many of his pines were cut and
processed on the grounds using a small sawmill that was established for this purpose. The pines were used to construct
heavy joists and hand-hewn timbers to support the interior structure. He purchased the bricks for the exterior of the
home from a brickyard located four miles west of Leesburg in the town of Whitney. The brickyard was on the verge of
failure, so Frothingham purchased the entire inventory.
On October 23, 1929, Mr. Frothingham died suddenly from a fatal heart attack in his home located at 1039 McDonald
Avenue. He, unfortunately, did not live to see the full completion of the 13 interior rooms of his castle. However, the
construction project continued under the guidance of his secretary until it was completed for a total cost of $94,000.
The property eventually reverted back to the J.P. Donnelly Estate which held the mortgage note, most likely because a
buyer could not be found. The castle stood empty for many years and it was rumored that it was haunted. Realtor
George Malone once said he “felt a hand touch him, and a voice say: ‘Well done, my man – well done” as he closed the
door after showing it to a prospective buyer. Malone eventually sold the castle to Napoleon Hill, an internationally

known author and philosopher who penned the book “Think and Grow Rich.” Napoleon and his wife
brought new life to the castle as described in an article published in the Mount Dora Topic dated
October 2, 1947, “The Castle at long last has become a beautiful residence. It stands proudly up there on
the hillside. The weeds are all gone, and instead, there are neat orange trees planted in promising rows
to the west, beautiful private drives enter it, marked “Private Road,” flowers are everywhere; the
windows sparkle clean in the setting sun.” No doubt the citizens of Mount Dora were pleased to see the
castle regain its fairytale allure.
While living in the castle, the Hill family continued to write
and publish their self-help genre books. They were active in
town, and Mrs. Hill published articles entitled “Castle-on-theHill in the Mount Dora Topic with advice for raising children
with a “sound character, stability and ambition to make men
and women who are prepared to face life with all its
complications…and for every child to become selfdetermining, happy and prosperous.”

The castle eventually passed into the hands of several
more families in the ensuing years, and it was not long
before the west portion of the property was sold and the
Hill House Condominiums were built in the early 1970s.
Shortly thereafter, the Hill House Bath & Tennis Club was
built in front of the castle and the castle was converted to
a clubhouse for the condominiums. Eventually, the castle
was demolished and replaced with the Summit Place
Condominiums.
In the 1970s, Mount Dora was well-known for its antique stores and the Castle-on-the-Hill. Very few
cities could boast that it had its very own castle. What a draw that castle would be today to tourists if it
still sat high on top of the hill overlooking the sparkling waters of Lake Dora. Historic preservation, which
is important, keeps communities beautiful and vibrant. It connects current day people with their cities
history. Mount Dora lost a unique and historical structure, as well as its invaluable history when the
Castle-on-the-Hill was demolished in the 1980s.

Sources:
The Mount Dora Topic, 24 October 1929, p.1
The Mount Dora Topic, 8 December 1938, p.1
The Mount Dora Topic, 2 October 1947, p.1
The Orlando Sentinel, 4 May 1972
The Mount Dora Topic, 26 June 1972 (photo of the castle)
The Mount Dora Topic, 14 June 197b
Edgerton, David Memories of Mount Dora and Lake County: 1845 to 1981. Mount Dora Historical Society, 1960.
Photos courtesy of The Mount Dora Archives

Then

and

Now

The Bishop Gate house was located on the corner of Seventh Avenue and Alexander Street. J.P. Donnelly built
the home in 1887 for the Hicks/Bishop families who resided in it until it was demolished. The First National Bank
built a parking lot in its place, retaining the original carriage mounting block (forefront of the photo).

The Simpson Farmhouse built around 1905 was the home of Charles and Alfida Simpson. The home was slated
to be demolished and replaced with a medical office. An effort to rescue, relocate and renovate the house to
north Donnelly Street was led by David Felts and the Mount Dora Historical Society. Today it is used as a public
meeting venue.

The First Baptist Church of Mount Dora was located on the corner of Tremain Street and Sixth Avenue. After
selling the property, the brick Fellowship Hall (in the background) was converted to condominiums and the
church building was demolished and replaced with a parking lot.

Recent Donations to the Archives

Welcome New Members
Francesca Malloy
Gene, Hazel & Wayne Molnar – Family
Life Membership
The Mount Dora Archives

Elizabeth Brewer – First Edition Full Color Map
of Mount Dora.

Thanks to everyone who has provided
us with photos and memorabilia of Mount
Dora. If you have similar items you’d like to
share, please let us scan and return them, or
you can donate them to the Mount Dora
Archives.

BOARD MEMBERS:
Janet Westlake, President
Carolyn Green, Treasurer
Raoul Barker
Bill Lowery
Cathy Lunday
Susan Myers
Barnett Schwartzman

The Archives contain seven collections which
contain photos and explanations of Mount
Dora’s history. The collections are Florida
Land Boom, Historical Homes, Agriculture,
Historic Downtown, People, Postcards and
Family Histories. We are continuing to add new
photos to these collections regularly.
Visit the online Mount Dora Archives
(www.MountDoraArchives.com) to enjoy this
fun piece of history.

DOCENT STAFF:
Tuesday – Rosemary Cliburn
Wednesday – Barnett Schwartzman
Thursday – Paula Weissman
Friday – Julia Goodwin
Saturday – Varies
Sunday – Linda Chase & Paula
Weissman
Thank you to our docents who do
a great job!!

The Mount Dora Historical Society invites you to become a member
Note: Annual dues cover the period of April 1st to March 31st of the next year. (If you join within
6 months of our new year, your membership is good until the year after.) Personal checks or
money orders will be accepted or you can drop by the museum and pay by credit card.
Please check a box:

____ New Member

Memberships (select one):
Individual
Family
Business

$15
$25
$50

____Renewing Member

Life Member
Life Member Family
Life Member Business

$100
$150
$250

Referred by: _______________________________________________________________
Date: _____________
Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________
Phone Number: ______________________ (circle one) Cell, Home or Work
E-Mail: ____________________________________________________________________
Names of family for family membership: __________________________________________
Mail your application and payment to:
Mount Dora Historical Society, Inc., P.O. Box 1166, Mt. Dora, FL 32756
(352) 383-0006
Lifetime Members:
Scott Alderman – Rusty Anchor, Inc.
Mick and Connie Aldridge
Amber Antonio & Joe Scurlock
Marilyn & Dan Bafunno
Dolores Bersell
Elizabeth Brewer
Rob English - Mount Dora Trust
Michael & Georgann Bukata
Glenna Burch & Marsha Blum
Deborah A. Burchill
Betty Cook
Tom & Helen Cutshaw
Joe & Janice DiFiore
Frank Driggers
Lynn Felts
Jim Gillies
Jim & Alexandra Gunderson – Lakeside Inn
Dorothy Grunewald
Stephanie Haimes
Harris Oil & Air Conditioning, Inc.

John & Cathy Hoechst
James L. Homich
James Laux
Marlette Liveright
William & Elizabeth Lowery
Gary McKechnie & Nancy Howell
Harlow & Michell Middleton
Gene, Hazel & Wayne Molnar
Susan Silkworth Myers
Ann Whittington Neely
Vivian Owens
Gene Packwood
Mary T. Pezzo
Fred & Sandra Risley
Patricia Spear
Dorothy Pease Tellin
Leila (Bonnie) Edgerton Trismen
Harris & Arliss Turner
Les & Janet Westlake
Cooper & Vye Wise
Michael Zealy & Angela Kelsey

