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Upcoming Historical 
Events of Interest: 

 

Art in the Alley – Open 
House at the Museum 
Fridays, March 13, April 10 & 

May 8 from 6 to 8 pm at the 

Mount Dora History Museum. 

The museum is open free to 

public during the event. 

 

Mount Dora 110th 
Anniversary Celebration 
Friday, March 13 in downtown 

Mount Dora. The celebration 

will take place in several 

locations across town: The 

Donnelly House, Donnelly 

Park, The Mount Dora History 

Museum, Art in the Alley 

located on Royellou Lane. The 

Mount Dora History Museum 

will have an open house from 

6 to 8 pm.  
 
 
Events continued on page 2 - 
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Join Us on Facebook 
Click the ‘LIKE’ button on our 

Facebook page to keep up with 
the lastest news and events! 

 
 

 

City Celebrates its 110th Anniversary 
 

 
 
The City of Mount Dora is  
celebrating its 110th anniversary 
on Friday, March 13th! 
 
   

Come and Join in the Celebration! 
 
Meet the Donnellys – Mr. and Mrs. Donnelly will 
speak at the Donnelly House from 6:00 to 7:00 

p.m. 
 

Jazz in the Park - The Mount Dora High School 
jazz band will play music from the 1900s in 

Donnelly Park. 
 

The Mount Dora History Museum will hold a free 
open house from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. 

 
Art in the Alley will include art from that time 

period. 
 

Join us for a fun evening! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/MountDoraHistoryMuseum/


 

 

What’s New at the Museum 
Events continued from page 1  

 

Route 66 
Thursday, March 26 at 3 pm at 

the W.T. Bland Public Library, 

Community Room, 1995 N. 

Donnelly Street. Songs, stories & 

humor 

 
April Historical Society 
Meeting  
Thursday, April 23 at 6 pm at the 

W.T. Bland Public Library,  

Community Room, 1995 N. 

Donnelly Street.  

Join us for two speakers: Floyd 

Risley and Shelby Eldridge. 

 

Floyd will present ‘The Concrete 

Facts about the Risley Family 

History.’ His father Carl Risley 

produced the concrete street 

markers, fence posts, cemetery 

family plot copings, curbs and 

sidewalks that can still be seen 

throughout Mount Dora’s historic 

district today. 

 

Shelby Eldridge, a Planner for the 

City of Mount Dora, will speak on 

‘Historic Preservation in Mount 

Dora Today.” 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The Mount Dora History Museum has updated 

two new displays. The first reflects photographs 

of a number of African American citizens along 

with the role each played in the history of Mount 

Dora. 

 

The Mount Dora Schools display has been 

refurbished due to a number of school 

memorabilia that was recently donated. Some of 

the items include a 1905 souvenir booklet given 

to graduates, photographs, school charms, a 

1928 class ring, sports letters (football and 

swimming) and a 1923 yearbook to mention a 

few.  

 

Please make plans to visit and enjoy these newly 

updated displays along with our extensive 

collection of historical photographs and items. 

All members receive free access! It’s located at 

450 Royellou Lane in downtown Mount Dora.  
 

 



 

 

Lewis R. and Anna Heim – Developer & Philanthropist 
 
The newly formed town of Mount Dora was thriving and growing during 
the 1920’s land boom. Wealthy families from northern cities were  
drawn to Mount Dora and many built or purchased winter residences.  
One of these families was Lewis R. and Anna Heim from Danbury,  
Connecticut.  
 
The Heim family arrived around 1924, after hearing about the town from  
a former Sunday school student named Bob White. Lewis was a  
businessman and inventor who made his fortune with the invention of  
machines and mechanical bearings beginning with machines for hats and  
then moving on to more precision-made bearings for automobiles, trucks, 
tanks and submarines during the industrial age of our country. Upon settling in Mount Dora, Lewis and Anna became 
involved in many town activities and constructed a large home at 347 E. Third Avenue, which today is the Magnolia  
Inn Bed & Breakfast.  
 

~ Sylvan Shores Neighborhood ~ 
 
With the persuasion of George Malone who specialized in real estate sales, Heim, along with associates from 
Connecticut, purchased a large tract of land for development on the south side of Lake Gertrude which included 
Chautauqua Park and to the west which extended to the current location of the Golden Triangle Shopping Center. Orrin 
Sadler, Jr. surveyed the land, which was heavily forested, and divided it into lots. A contest was held to select the name 
of the new development, and Lavonne Ladue Lashar chose the name of ‘Sylvan Shores.’ As her prize she received one of 
the building lots.  
 
The Sylvan Shores Company was created and streets and sidewalks were paved, water mains and street lights (which 
are still in existence today) were installed and a telephone cable was strung from town to the area in 1926. Their plan 
was to create a residential area with a mix of luxury and modest-sized homes. The subdivision consisted of 931 building 
lots and an open area for a park on the west side of Lake Gertrude. Heim financed the first homes that were built and 
hired Jimmy Stout as the builder. 
 
By the summer of 1929, Heim had built close to three-dozen homes on Lake Gertrude, Morningside Drive and Sheridan 
Road. By this time, Florida real estate prices were high and the 1920’s land boom was beginning to show signs of fizzling 
out. By October of 1929, all sales of lots had ceased. After having invested approximately one million dollars into the 
development, Heim was forced to place 233 lots up for auction to raise some cash to keep the enterprise afloat. One 
hundred of the lots were sold which was not enough to keep the operation in business, and the Sylvan Shores Company 
was forced to sell the remaining lots to Walter Drake from Hudson, Ohio in 1934.  In less than a year, Mr. Drake took ill 
and his daughter and son-in-law, Josephine and Henry A. Stein from Akron, Ohio took over management of the 
development. Stein Park is named in honor of Henry Stein. [Note: Visit the Mount Dora Archives at www.MountDoraArchives.com for 

more history on the Sylvan Shores Development.] 

 
 

A Glance into the Past 
 

 

 

http://www.mountdoraarchives.com/


  

  

Prior to selling the remaining lots, Heim donated funds to 
the town in 1932 to place decorative street lights along Old 
Highway 441 around Lake Dora. C. M. Gudgeon was hired to 
oversee the installation of these lights. These street lights 
ran from downtown Mount Dora to the Sylvan Shores 
neighborhood, and became known as the “white way” 
because of how they lit up the drive around the lake. Today, 
(eighty-eight years later), these lights are still in operation.  
 

~ In Addition ~ 
Eleventh Avenue which was the main road leading to 
Tavares was also given the name of Heim Road for his 
contributions to the City. Heim served as a vice-president 
and on the Board of Directors for the First National Bank of 
Mount Dora. He purchased the Mount Dora Topic 
newspaper for a short four year period before selling it back 
to its original owners. 
 
In addition, to his contributions to the City of Mount Dora, 
Mr. Heim donated a sizeable tract of land on the corner of 
Liberty Street and Simpson Street and built a baseball field 
and grandstand which is named after him. The town’s 
amateur baseball team called the Vikings played ball there 
in the 1920’s and today the Mount Dora High School 
baseball teams continue to play baseball on Heim Field.  
 
Prior to his death, Mr. Heim recouped his fortune during 
World War II producing roller bearings for military 
equipment. 
 
  
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Sources: 
Jacobs, Robert V. Lewis R. Heim: Mechanical Genius of Modern Industry. 
The Connecticut Press, 2019  
Edgerton, David Memories of Mount Dora and Lake County: 1845 to 
1981. Mount Dora Historical Society, 1960 
From the Topic Files, The Mount Dora Topic, 26 July 1973, p.5 
Photographs & History – Mount Dora Historical Society Archives 

Mount Dora Inventors 

Lewis R.Heim 
 

A new biography on Lewis R. Heim, one of Mount 
Dora’s past citizen, is newly published. The book which 
is entitled ‘Lewis R. Heim – Mechanical Genius of 
Modern Industry’ was written and 
published by Robert V. Jacobs,  
Mr. Heim’s great-grandson. Mr. 
 Heim is most noted in Mount  
Dora for the establishment of the 
 Sylvan Shores neighborhood and 
 his donation of land and building 
 of Heim Field on Liberty Street.  
 
The book focuses Mr. Heim’s business accomplish-
ments which include numerous inventions and patents. 
The book is described (on the back cover) as follows: 
“…Two of his inventions, the Centerless Cylindrical 
Grinder and the Spherical Rod End Bearing were 
significant advancements in machine tool and bearing 
design. 
 
As the inventor of the Centerless Cylindrical Grinder, 
Mr. Heim saw his invention revolutionize machine shop 
practice by rapidly grinding many types of cylindrical 
metal parts to precision dimensions in mass 
productions quantities. Once its capabilities became 
known, the centerless grinder was rapidly adopted by 
the automobile and metal-manufacturing industries to 
produce interchangeable parts at significantly reduced 
costs. 
 
Mr. Heim was the original inventor of the Spherical Rod 
End Bearing that became known as the “Heim Joint” 
and the “Heim Rod End.” With its ability to handle 
misalignment and relatively heavy loads in linkages 
transmitting motion or power, it was developed at the 
request of US Air Force and installed in most US and 
Allied aircraft by the end of World War II.” 
 
The 438 page book is quite detailed in its history of Mr. 
Heim and his many inventions that contributed to the 
industrialization of machinery in the early 1900’s. The 
book is available at the W.T. Bland Public Library for 
those interested in reading it.  
Source: 
Jacobs, Robert V. Lewis R. Heim: Mechanical Genius of 
Modern Industry. The Connecticut Press, 2019 (Back Cover) 

 
Heim Field circa 1930s 

 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Story Behind the Name? 

In the early 1900’s, J.P. Donnelly was 

developing a subdivision on land he owned  

across the street from the cemetery. The 

Donnelly Subdivision, located in the North 

East Community, was one of the first of its 

kind, in that homes were located on 

smaller lots.  

 

Prior to that individuals homesteaded large 

tracts of land, built one house and planted 

citrus trees on the remaining acreage.  

 

An African-American man named Hamp 

Jackson was the right hand man to 

Donnelly in the development of this 

subdivision. As the two men worked 

together they became friends, and 

Donnelly chose to name the street in honor 

 

 

of Hamp Jackson. In 1920, Hamp and 

his wife purchased the first house built 

in the Donnelly Subdivision. It was a 

milestone goal for Hamp and he stressed 

to his children that “Land ownership is 

important to family stability.”  
 
Sources: 
Owens, Vivian W. The Mount Dorans: African American 
History Notes of A Florida Town. Eschar Publications, 
2000. 
Laux, James M. Mount Dora Florida: A Short History. 
First Publish. 2001 

Recent Donations to the Archives 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Don Williams - Photograph of the old ‘George A. 

Simpson Lunch Boat’. 

 

Elizabeth Brewer – Postcard of Lakeside Inn. 

 Thanks to everyone who has provided 
us with photos and memorabilia of Mount 
Dora. If you have similar items you’d like to 
share, please let us scan and return them, or 
you can donate them to the Mount Dora 
Archives.  

Welcome New Members 

 

Charlie & Sharon Liles 

The Mount Dora Archives 
 

The Archives contain seven collections which 

contain photos and explanations of Mount 

Dora’s history. The collections are Florida 

Land Boom, Historical Homes, Agriculture, 

Historic Downtown, People, Postcards and 

Family Histories. We are continuing to add 

new photos to these collections regularly. 

 

 Visit the online Mount Dora Archives 

(www.MountDoraArchives.com) to enjoy this 

fun piece of history. 

 

http://www.mountdoraarchives.com/


 
 

 

2. Help us locate the extended family 

members of the oldest graves. The city 

does not have contact information on 

many of these families. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Serve on a team that adopts the graves 

that do not have family members to care 

for the grave sites. This would include 

keeping the memorials clean and helping 

to restore the crumbling copings. It might 

also include seeing how many copings 

are damaged, determining the cost of 

repair and locating funds to undertake the 

repairs.  
 

As we celebrate our city’s 110th anniversary 

this year, it becomes even more important to 

value and preserve what remains of the 

past. Please join us in protecting these 

historic gravesite copings. Contact us at: 
mailto:archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org 
 if you would like to serve on a team to 

preserve them. 
 

 

Pine Forest Cemetery Concerns  
 
“One of the really important things about preservation 

is it connects people to history in a very tangible way.” 
Unknown 

 

The Mount Dora Historical Society’s board of 

directors is concerned that the City is removing 

the concrete copings surrounding family 

cemetery plots in Pine Forest Cemetery. These  

copings are historic to the cemetery and 

surround the graves of the people who helped 

establish our town. Many are one hundred plus 

years old and were placed by local resident Carl  

Risley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The board wrote a letter to City Council 

expressing our concerns. We have also been in 

contact with Amy Jewell, Leisure Services 

Director, who oversees the cemetery. Amy has 

assured us that no more copings will be removed 

until the cemetery ordinances are reviewed by 

the Council. 

 

There are several ways the members of the 

Historical Society can help in preserving the 

history of the cemetery: 

 

1. Let the members of the city council know that 

you are concerned about this issue. You can 

email them at: CityCouncil-AllEmails@ci.mount-dora.fl.us 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Follow us on Facebook 

To keep up with the latest 

news, events and historical 

photos of Mount Dora 

 

 

https://facebook.com/mountdorahistorymuseum 

 

 

 

 

mailto:archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org
mailto:CityCouncil-AllEmails@ci.mount-dora.fl.us
https://facebook.com/mountdorahistorymuseum


                         Then               &           Now              

 

 

  

 

  

Fralick’s Restaurant was a popular restaurant which opened as a coffee shop located inside the Mount 
Dora Hotel on Donnelly Street in 1945. They relocated to 315 N. Highland Street (shown above) in 

1952 and remained in operation until 1968. The owners were Claude and Maxine Fralick. Their Chiffon 
pie was a favorite of the locals. Today, the Lake House Restaurant operates in the same building, 

which has had an addition built on to the front of the building. You can still see the cupola on the top 
of the original building.  

Stop by and Visit the Museum 

 
MUSEUM ADMISSION: $2.00 for adults, $1.00 for students, kindergarten and under are free. Tour 

groups pay the same price. ~ Admission is always free for Members of the Historical Society ~  
The museum is open Tuesday through Sunday from  1 - 4 pm. 

Bring your group to visit the museum for a private one hour tour on Friday or Saturday morning. 
Arrangements must be made two weeks in advance. Call 352- 383-0006 or e-mail: 
mountdorahistory@gmail.com 

 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

 

Janet Westlake, President 

Carolyn Green, Treasurer 

Bill Lowery 

Barnett Schwartzman 

Cathy Lunday 

Susan Myers, Newsletter Editor 

 

DOCENT STAFF: 

 

Tuesday – Rosemary Cliburn 

Wednesday – Barnett Schwartzman 

Thursday – Paula Weissman 

Friday – Julia Goodwin 

Saturday – Varies   

Sunday – Linda Chase & Paula 

Weissman  

 

Thank you to our docents who do 

a great job!! 



  

 



The Mount Dora Historical Society invites you to become a member 

 
Note: Annual dues cover the period of April 1st to March 31st of the next year. (If you join within 

6 months of our new year, your membership is good until the year after.) Personal checks or 

money orders will be accepted or you can drop by the museum and pay by credit card. 

 
Please check a box: ____ New Member   ____Renewing Member 

 

Memberships (select one): 

 Individual   $15  Life Member    $100 

 Family    $25  Life Member Family   $150 

 Business   $50  Life Member Business $250 

  

Referred by: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: _____________ 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: ______________________ (circle one) Cell, Home or Work 

 

E-Mail: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Names of family for family membership: __________________________________________ 

 

Mail your application and payment to: 

Mount Dora Historical Society, Inc., P.O. Box 1166, Mt. Dora, FL 32756 

(352) 383-0006 

 

 

 

 

  

Lifetime Members: 
Scott Alderman – Rusty Anchor, Inc. 
Mick and Connie Aldridge 
Amber Antonio & Joe Scurlock 
Marilyn & Dan Bafunno 
Dolores Bersell 
Elizabeth Brewer 
Rob English - Mount Dora Trust  
Michael & Georgann Bukata 
Glenna Burch & Marsha Blum 
Deborah A. Burchill 
Betty Cook 
Tom & Helen Cutshaw 
Joe & Janice DiFiore 
Frank Driggers 
Lynn Felts 
Jim Gillies 
Jim & Alexandra Gunderson – Lakeside Inn 
Dorothy Grunewald 
Stephanie Haimes 
Harris Oil & Air Conditioning, Inc. 

John & Cathy Hoechst 
James L. Homich 
James Laux 
Marlette Liveright 
William & Elizabeth Lowery 
Gary McKechnie & Nancy Howell 
Harlow & Michell Middleton 
Susan Silkworth Myers 
Ann Whittington Neely 
Vivian Owens 
Gene Packwood 
Mary T. Pezzo 
Fred & Sandra Risley 
Patricia Spear 
Dorothy Pease Tellin 
Leila (Bonnie) Edgerton Trismen 
Harris & Arliss Turner 
Les & Janet Westlake 
Cooper & Vye Wise 
Michael Zealy & Angela Kelsey 


