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Upcoming Historical 
Events of Interest: 

 

Art in the Alley – Open 
House at the Museum 
Fridays, January 10, February 

14 & March 13 from 6 to 8 pm 

at the Mount Dora History 

Museum. The museum is open 

free to public during the event. 

 

A Tribute to Mabel 
Norris Reese 
Sunday, January 12 at 3 pm at 

the Mount Dora Community 

Building, 520 N. Baker Street. 

An unveiling of her sculpted 

portrait and a panel discussion 

which includes author Gilbert 

King who wrote the Pulitzer 

Prize-winning book ‘Devil in 

the Grove.’ 
 

A Brief History of 
Mount Dora 

Saturday, January 25th at 11 

am at W.T. Bland Public 
Library. Author and historian  

450 Royellou Lane, Mount Dora, Florida 32757                                                                                                        January 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Join Us on Facebook 
Click the ‘LIKE’ button on our 

Facebook page to keep up with 
the lastest news and events! 

 
 

 

2019 in Review 
 

Happy New Year! A new year is just beginning and 

much is planned for it. However, we’d like to take a 

look back at 2019 and recap all that has happened with 

the Historical Society this past  

year.  

 

It was a productive year as we 

take a look back. Carolyn Green, 

who is our Museum Manager, has done a great job 

redesigning exhibits and adding new display 

cabinetry. Many of the current exhibits were enhanced 

with new items donated by local citizens. These 

donations help to refresh our displays and continue to 

tell the story of Mount Dora’s history. New signage 

was added to Mount Carmel-Simpson Cemetery in our 

continued effort to preserve it. 

 

In collaboration with the W.T. Bland Public Library, 

the City of Mount Dora and the Mount Dora 

Historical Society the ‘Mount Dora Archives’ were 

developed. Library Manager Cathy Lunday took the 

lead in developing the Archives which provide online 

access to our collection of historical Mount Dora 

photos. New photos will be continually added 

throughout 2020. The Archive can be accessed at: 

www.MountDoraArchives.com. 
 

Thanks to everyone who made 2019 a successful year! 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/MountDoraHistoryMuseum/


 

 

Mount Dora History Museum 

celebrates 40th anniversary 

Events continued from page 1  
 

Gary McKechnie presents tales 

from his book ‘A Brief History of 

Mount Dora.’ 
 

Mount Dora Genealogy 
Group 
The Mount Dora Genealogy Group 
is an informal club that meets at the 
W.T. Bland Public Library at 10:30 to 
discuss genealogy topics for the 
family historian.  
January  28 – Using DNA ThruLines 
in your research 
February 25 – DNA ThruLines 
Discussion 

 
The W.T. Bland Public Library also 
offers Introduction to Genealogy on 
the 2nd Wednesday of each month. 
Registration is required at: 
http://ci.mount-
dora.fl.us/195/Library 
 

 Mount Dora Historical 
Society Annual Meeting 
Thursday, April  23rd at 6 pm at the 
W.T. Bland Public Library, 1995 N. 
Donnelly Street.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Mount Dora History Museum opened in 

November of 1979 to showcase Mount Dora’s 

history and memorabilia from the 1880s to the 

1930s. The Museum is housed in the first fire 

station and city jail which was opened in 1923.   

 

An extensive amount of work has gone into the 

museum in the past few years to renovate the 

interior and exterior and to upgrade exhibits. 

During the celebration of the museum’s 40th 

anniversary, on November 8th, visitors enjoyed 

tours, as well as cake and punch. 

 

 If you haven’t visited the Museum, please make 

plans to visit and enjoy our extensive collection of 

historical photographs and items. All members 

receive free access! It’s located at 450 Royellou 

Lane in downtown Mount Dora.  
 

 

http://ci.mount-dora.fl.us/195/Library
http://ci.mount-dora.fl.us/195/Library


 

Mamie Lee Gilbert – Champion for Human Rights 

 

Small but mighty may be the best way to describe Mamie Lee Gilbert, born 

Mamie Lee Duncan on August 28, 1886 in Quitman, Georgia. Mamie arrived in  
Mount Dora sometime around 1917 when she married Eli Gilbert. The couple 
 lived in what is today downtown Mount Dora on the corner of Donnelly Street 
 and Fourth Avenue. When the redevelopment of that area occurred, African 
Americans were forced to relocate to the northeast section in Mount Dora.  
The Gilberts vacated their land and moved their house to the land between 
 Tremain and Grandview.  
 
With only a third grade education and a passion for the plight of others, she  
rose to be a leader and a strong voice for the residents of the Northeast 
 Community, originally known as East Town. In 1916, Mamie accepted the 
 position of Superintendent of St. Mary’s Baptist Church Sunday School. That 
 position kicked off 59 years of service  to her church and community.  
 
With the passage of the Women’s Suffrage Law in 1920, Mamie and her 
husband Eli were two of the first African Americans in the area to register to  
vote. Mamie sought the position of President of the local school’s 
Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) and won. She served in this position for 50  
years! Mamie envisioned a better school for the children of East Town following 
the loss of their small school to fire. Along with Lilla Butler, the two sought to have a new school building built. They 
worked tirelessly to raise funds for the new school holding clothesline parties, picnic basket auctions and other fund 
raising events. The project came to the attention of Reverend Duncan Milner, a retired Presbyterian minister, who 
matched the funds of the Rosenwald Foundation and a new four room building was built and named Milner-Rosenwald 
Academy in 1926.  
 
Mamie Lee was just getting started! Her big heart and compassion for others propelled her into the limelight, as a voice 
for those who were ignored and cast aside. She stayed focused and went on to fill the needs of her community as they 
came to light. Around 1922, Mamie and fellow Mount Doran, Tilmon Thomas founded the Helping Hands Club. The club 
came out of the dire need to help fellow neighbors recover and reestablish themselves following devastating fires that 
destroyed their homes. Monies were raised by selling a variety of foods, such as pies, snow cones and dinners. She was 
a woman full of ideas, energy and determination to better the lives of others.  
 
In 1933, her dream for a ‘reading room’ for the residents of East Town was realized with the help of the Negro Masons 
of Mount Dora. The grounds and room for a park and small library were contributed by the Masons. She was a 
respected leader, visionary and social worker all wrapped into one.  Mamie was appointed as a representative on the 
Mount Dora City Planning Commission. There she sought improvements to the East Town community. She sought for 
the city to install permanent heating and screened windows in their Community building. She requested an area on a 
lake where the children could swim and an improvement to their playgrounds.  
 
 

A Glance into the Past 
 

 

 



  

  

 
In the 1930s she was appointed Secretary of the Deaconess 
Board and organized the Loving Home Band which was a 
church social service agency. Mamie went on to be elected 
President of the Lake County Chapter of the NAACP in 
1947. The Mount Dora Topic newspaper describes Mamie 
as a ‘faithful civic leader.” 
 
On a personal note, Mamie worked as a domestic servant 
for the Waltz and Crosswhite families. It’s noted in Vivan 
W. Owens book, ‘The Mount Dorans’ that Mrs. Waltz 
treated Mamie as an equal, insisting that she share meals 
with her and providing her with many books to read. 
However, Mrs. Crosswhite continually tested Mamie’s 
honesty even though she provided Mamie with clothing for 
the children in East Town, through the King’s Daughters 
Thrift Shop located on Alexander Street.  Mamie remained 
steadfast and focused on her service to others and her 
community.  
 
She was recognized and honored by her peers in 1950 for 
her 50 years of service to the community. Mamie was 
awarded a Citizen Achievement Award (photo below).   
   
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In her latter years, Mamie moved to Wilmington , Delaware 
to live with her daughter, Dorothy Washington. She died 
there on February 6, 1976 and is buried in the Tangerine 
Cemetery.  
 
Sources:  
Owens, Vivian W. (2000) The Mount Dorans; Eschar Publications, LLC 
The Northeast Black History Committee Mount Dora, Inc. (2007) 
Schooldays at Milner-Rosenwald; Eschar Publications, LLC 
East Town to Dedicate School Sunday, The Mount Dora Topic, 17 
February 1955, p.1 
From the Topic Files, The Mount Dora Topic, 26 July 1973, p.5 
Photographs – Mount Dora Historical Society Archives 

The following Tribute to Mamie Lee Gilbert in the 
Mount Dora Topic Newspaper, 26 February 1976, p.8~ 
 

A Loving Tribute to Mamie Lee Gilbert 

 

When I came to Tangerine fifty-five years 

ago I soon met our Mamie Lee Gilbert. I 

learned to love her at the beginning because I 

found in her a Christian life and a true 

friend. I found her working hard to help 

others – no color or creed – just for humanity. 

There are none perfect, but as far as I know 

she was the perfect emblem of a true 

Christian. She was small in stature, but so 

big in her goodness to others. 

 

Mamie was instrumental in the 

organizations of so many groups that would 

help. She raised children in the Sunday 

School for over fifty years and served as 

P.T.A. president for many years. Mrs. Gilbert 

organized the Loving Home Band and was a 

strong member of the East Town Progressive 

Organization. She worked faithfully with the 

King’s Daughters of Mount Dora, giving 

clothing and food to the needy, and was a 

Senior Citizen member. She was a member of 

St. Mary’s Baptist Church and a Deaconess. 

Her activities are too numerous to mention 

them all but she helped with anything that 

was good. 

 

It was my job to visit her and, as she sat by 

her window after she became inactive because 

of her health, she would reminisce and say, “I 

have done my work so now I can go home 

happy.” She realized that the end was near 

and was not afraid. She is gone but her 

beautiful life will always live in the lives of 

others. 

 
Norma L. Walker Williams 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mount Dora Show & Tell Event 

 

A big thank you to all who attended our Show & Tell Event this past 

November. Here are some pics of some of the interesting items from Mount 

Dora’s history people brought to share! 

 

Mount Dora Hotel china 
brought by Helen Cutshaw 

Carl Risley’s concrete 
stamp brought by 

Floyd Risley 

Sunset Dairy milk bottle 
brought by Darrell Hylton 

Mount Dora Monopoly game 
brought by Frank Driggers 



Recent Donations to the Museum 

 

 

Welcome New Members 

 

Ginny Scarff 

Marcia Pease 

Jack & Candace Pease 

Sharon Nichols & Pam Bisanti 

Shirley Meade 

Richard Lee Cronin 

 

Lifetime Members 

Dorothy Pease Tellin 

Tom & Helen Cutshaw 

Dorothy Huett Grunewald 

Scott Alderman (Rusty Anchor, Inc) 

Harris & Arliss Turner 

Leila (Bonnie) Edgerton Trismen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dorothy Pease Tellin - six fruit company crate 

labels, 1947 British Bowlers pin when they visited 

Mount Dora in 1947 and a World War II gasoline 

ration coupon book.  

 
Chris Stewart Swanson - two Mount Dora High 

School bracelets with charms for clubs, sports and 

cheerleading. 

 

Frank Driggers – Mount Dora Monopoly Game. 

 

Terry Snowberger - Mount Dora school 

memorabilia. 

 

Ric Summerall – Mount Dora This Month – Special 

Souvenir Edition Newsletter. 

 

Janice Reid Barringer – Four Mount Dora Junior 

Womans Club handbooks 1938-1941. 

 

Marcia Pease – 1940 and 1941 Stray Leaves 

Yearbooks.  

 

Susan Myers donated postcards. 

Thanks to everyone who has provided us with 
photos and memorabilia of Mount Dora. If you 
have similar items you’d like to share, please let us 
scan and return them, or you can donate them to 
the Mount Dora Archives.  
mailto:archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org 

 

 

The latest on the  

Mount Dora Archives ~ 

 

An excerpt from the book entitled Royaliew – 

Florida 1882 written by Anna G. Rossiter 

Stowe has been added to the Archive. Miss 

Stowe moved to Royaliew (later named Mount 

Dora) as a child and wrote her memories of the 

town during the late 1800s. A copy of the book 

is available for check-out at the W.T. Bland 

Public Library located at 1995 N. Donnelly 

Street. The following is a short sample from 

Miss Stowe’s book: 

 

“After all this discourse about Royaliew in 

1882 it was still just the little settlement in the 

timber land on Lake Dora. But now comes 

1883 with better prospects. The little meeting 

house and school say it is high time to build a 

church. Mr. Donnelly had donated a piece 

suitable for such a purpose at what now is 

Baker and Fifth Street where today stands a 

filling station. Here was erected the first real 

church, called the First Methodist Episcopal 

Church.” 

 

A longer excerpt from her book can read at: 

www.mountdoraarchives.com 
 

mailto:archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org


                         Then               &           Now              

 

 

  

 

  

Henry C. Fuller, born 1844 in Brooklyn, New York moved to Mount Dora and resided in this 
home on Alexander Street. He, along with J.P. Donnelly, Charles A. Geer, M.V. Simpson, 

Raymond L. Silas and H. Ralcey Miller organized the Mount Dora Yacht Club in September of 
1913. Mr. Fuller served as the Commodore of the club for a number of years prior to his death 

on March 17, 1921. He is buried in Pine Forest Cemetery. 

Stop by and Visit the Museum 

 
MUSEUM ADMISSION: $2.00 for adults, $1.00 for students, kindergarten and under are free. Tour 

groups pay the same price. ~ Admission is always free for Members of the Historical Society ~  
The museum is open Tuesday through Sunday from  1 - 4 pm. 

Bring your group to visit the museum for a private one hour tour on Friday or Saturday morning. 
Arrangements must be made two weeks in advance. Call 352- 383-0006 or e-mail: 
mountdorahistory@gmail.com 

 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

 

Janet Westlake, President 

Carolyn Green, Treasurer 

Bill Lowery 

Barnett Schwartzman 

Cathy Lunday 

Susan Myers, Newsletter Editor 

 

DOCENT STAFF: 

 

Tuesday – Rosemary Cliburn 

Wednesday – Barnett Schwartzman 

Thursday – Paula Weissman 

Friday – Julia Goodwin 

Saturday – Varies   

Sunday – Linda Chase & Paula 

Weissman  

 

Thank you to our docents who do 

a great job!! 



 



The Mount Dora Historical Society invites you to become a member 

 
Note: Annual dues cover the period of April 1st to March 31st of the next year. (If you join within 

6 months of our new year, your membership is good until the year after.) Personal checks or 

money orders will be accepted or you can drop by the museum and pay by credit card. 

 
Please check a box: ____ New Member   ____Renewing Member 

 

Memberships (select one): 

 Individual   $15  Life Member    $100 

 Family    $25  Life Member Family   $150 

 Business   $50  Life Member Business $250 

  

Referred by: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: _____________ 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: ______________________ (circle one) Cell, Home or Work 

 

E-Mail: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Names of family for family membership: __________________________________________ 

 

Mail your application and payment to: 

Mount Dora Historical Society, Inc., P.O. Box 1166, Mt. Dora, FL 32756 

(352) 383-0006 

 

 

 

 

  

Lifetime Members: 
Scott Alderman – Rusty Anchor, Inc. 
Mick and Connie Aldridge 
Marilyn & Dan Bafunno 
Dolores Bersell 
Elizabeth Brewer 
Rob English - Mount Dora Trust  
Michael & Georgann Bukata 
Glenna Burch & Marsha Blum 
Deborah A. Burchill 
Betty Cook 
Tom & Helen Cutshaw 
Joe & Janice DiFiore 
Frank Driggers 
Lynn Felts 
Jim Gillies 
Jim & Alexandra Gunderson – Lakeside Inn 
Dorothy Grunewald 
Stephanie Haimes 
Harris Oil & Air Conditioning, Inc. 

John & Cathy Hoechst 
James L. Homich 
James Laux 
Al & Marlette Liveright 
William & Elizabeth Lowery 
Gary McKechnie & Nancy Howell 
Harlow & Michell Middleton 
Susan Silkworth Myers 
Ann Whittington Neely 
Vivian Owens 
Gene Packwood 
Mary T. Pezzo 
Fred & Sandra Risley 
Patricia Spear 
Dorothy Pease Tellin 
Leila (Bonnie) Edgerton Trismen 
Harris & Arliss Turner 
Les & Janet Westlake 
Cooper & Vye Wise 
Michael Zealy & Angela Kelsey 


