
 Mount Dora Historical     

Society and Museum 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Mount Dora Archives  
 
January 27 at 3 pm 
W.T. Bland Public Library 

 
Launch party and introduction to the 
newly created online archive that 
captures the history of Mount Dora. 
 

Art in the Alley 
 

February 8th at 6 pm 
Mount Dora History Museum 
 
Actress Charlotte Jardine will portray 
a Mount Dora resident who 
experienced the local history and 
culture in the 1900’s. Join us for Art 
in the Alley which takes place on 
Royellou Lane. 
 
 

A Brief History of 
Mount Dora 
 

February 23rd at 2 pm 
W.T. Bland Public Library 
 
Author and historian Gary 
McKechnie presents old tales of 
Mount Dora from his book.  
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The Mount Dora Archives 
 

 
 
The Mount Dora Archives is an exciting new project that’s been in the works 

for two years. It is a joint venture between the City of Mount Dora, W.T. Bland 

Public Library, the Mount Dora Historical Society and the Mount Dora Library 

Association, whose sole purpose is to preserve and promote the rich history and 

development of Mount Dora.  

 

The Archive currently contains 4 collections of photos belonging to the Mount 

Dora Historical Society and the manuscript, Royaliew – Florida 1882 by Anna 

Gertrude Rossiter Stowe. Over time, it will contain all of the photos in the 

Historical Society archives, books for which the Historical Society owns the 

copyright, and photos gathered from our local community. 

 

We are actively contacting local citizens in search of additional historical 

photos. Many personal and family photos document people, places, or events 

that are significant to Mount Dora’s history. Anyone with old photos can 

become involved by granting permission for the Historical Society to scan their 

personal photos for inclusion in the Archive.  

 

A launch party for the Mount Dora Archives will take place on January 27 at 3 

pm in the community room of the W.T. Bland Public Library at 1995 N. 

Donnelly Street in Mount Dora. The public is invited to view the website and 

learn more about the future plans for the archives. Join us on January 27th to 

learn more.  

 
If you have memorabilia or photos you would like to donate or lend to be 

scanned, please contact us at: archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org 

 

   

http://www.mountdoraarchives.com/
mailto:archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org


A Glance into the Past 

  

 

The Dunn Family - Like many of the early settlers in 

Mount Dora, Mike Dunn (pictured at right) settled here 
sometime around the late 1800’s. Born on St. Simon’s Island, 
Georgia around 1850, he did not have to endure the life of 
slavery his parents had known. He was free to travel south in 
search of opportunity and a better life. The first documented 
evidence of Mike as a resident can be found in the 1900 U.S. 
Federal Census. He and his wife Angeline are listed along with 
56 other families, including the Donnellys, Tremains, Sadlers, 
Gilberts and Franklins. 
  
According to the 1910 U.S. Federal Census, he and Angeline 
‘Angie’ Green were married in 1889. Angie’s parents are 
believed to have arrived in Mount Dora around 1881 from 
Leary, Georgia where she was born. The couple indicated on 
the same U.S. Census that Angie had given birth to three 
children but, unfortunately, none of them survived. They did, 
however, provide a home for and raise two of Angie’s nephews 
– Robert Gamble and Rufus Knight.  
 
Mike was an ambitious man who found work, as many African 
Americans did, in the surrounding orange groves. The area 
suffered devastating winter freezes in 1895 and 1897 that 
severely damaged the orange trees. Fortunately, many of the 
local citrus growers such as the Simpsons, Sadlers and others 
persevered and were able to rebound successfully. Mike 
worked for David Simpson as they replanted and cultivated the 
newly planted orange trees.  
 
Times were, for the most part, good in Mount Dora in the late 
1880s and early 1900s. The Atlantic Coast Railroad Line began  

 
Mike Dunn was one of Mount Dora’s first mail carriers 

 
 
 
     
 
 
 

passenger and freight service into Mount Dora in 
1887.  Mike found a job as a drayman for The Atlantic 
Coast Rail Line, carting mail and freight from the 
depot to the post office and businesses in town. He, 
apparently, was well-known and several photos were 
taken of him during this time period. Along with 
raising her two nephews, Angeline, also cleaned and 
kept house for the Pike, Simpson and LaDue Families. 
 
Mike died in 1925, at the age of 72, and Angeline in 
1927, at the age of 67. The couple along with their 
two nephews are buried in Mount Carmel-Simpson 
Cemetery on Old Highway 441 south of Mount Dora. 
The cemetery was established when Milton Simpson 
donated an acre of his original 160 acre land grant 
for an African-American cemetery for the workers 
that worked in the surrounding groves. The 
cemetery, had been all but forgotten due to its 
obscure location, until it was rediscovered. The local 
residents came together to clean and restore the 
cemetery in 2010. Today the Mount Dora Historical 
Society along with Boy Scout Troop 277 work 
diligently to maintain it.  
 
Sources: 
1900 and 1910 U.S. Federal Census 
Florida Death Records, 1877-1998 
Burchill, Deborah A. Mount Carmel-Simpson Cemetery - Life Stores of the 
Interred.  Mount Dora: Self-published. (Note: The contents of this book 
come from citizen and family remembrances, they do not stem from  
research done with or by the Society.  
Comas, Martin E. “Volunteers start cleanup of long forgotten black cemetery 
near Mount Dora.” Orlando Sentinel 19 May 2010. Print 

  as, 



Recent Donations to the Museum 

 

 

Welcome New Members 

Gene and Hazel Molnar  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mary Kay Rehbaum Wareing (pictured above) – 
Framed photos of Rehbaum’s Hardware Store in 
different years. 
 
Carl & Dale Tucker and Carla Tucker Frey – Photos 
of Mount Dora and local residents. 
 
Hal Penley, Sr. – Photos of Mount Dora Growers 
Cooperative that span from the 1940-70’s. 
 
Laura Passen – Photos of the Mount Dora Golf Club 
that span from its inception to the 1980’s. 
 
Carolyn Chester – Photos and news clippings from 
the 1970’s. 
 
Hank Link – Photo of Link’s Stationary building in 
the 1940’s. 
 
Martha Danesky, Sharon Danesky McGlon and 
Roger Danesky – Photos of local people in the 1940-
60’s. 
 
Joyce Conliffe and Carolyn Conliffe – Photos of 
Mount Dora School and dance invitation. 
 

Dorothy Grunewald – Mount Dora High School 
Stray Leaves yearbook 1959-61. 
 
John and Betty Snowberger – Photos of 
Mount Dora from the 1800’s to 1970’s, and 
Mount Dora Fire Station photo. 
 
Janice Reid Barringer – Photos of Millard 
Reid’s Service Station. 
 
Charlie and Sharon (Hedegard) Liles – Photos 
of Charlie’s Texaco Station and Sharon’s 
parents Skating Rink, as well as old photos of 
Mount Dora. 
 
Fred Kurras – Photos and newspaper clippings 
and typed memories of Mount Dora from his 
classmates. 
 
Ken Cox – Photo of the Mount Dora Fire 
Station located on 4th Avenue. 
 
Sheila Hobdy Hutcheson – Photos and story 
about Hobdy’s Garage. 
 
Joni Moon Westmoreland – Photos and 
Newspaper clippings of Moon’s Hardware. 
 
Patricia Spear – Photos of local residents. 
 

Thanks to everyone who has provided us 
with photos and memorabilia of Mount Dora. 
If you have similar items you’d like to share, 
please let us scan and return them, or you can 
donate them to the Mount Dora Archives.  
mailto:archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org 

 
 

mailto:archivist@mountdorahistoricalsociety.org


                         Then               &           Now              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

It’s hard to believe this is the same building. Located on the east corner of Donnelly Street and Fourth 
Avenue, the Texaco and Greyhound Bus Station photo was taken circa 1950-60’s. Owned and 
operated by Charlie Liles until 1988, it was a busy place in its day. If you look closely at the current 
day photo, you will be able to see that a new two story building was added to the front of the old gas 
station (look at the roofline of the one story structure). Recently, this building has housed a number 
of restaurants but is currently empty and for lease.  

Stop by and Visit the Museum 

 
MUSEUM ADMISSION: $2.00 for adults, $1.00 for students, kindergarten and under are free. Tour 

groups pay the same price. ~ Admission is always free for Members of the Historical Society ~  
Bring your group to visit the museum for a private one hour tour on Friday or Saturday morning. 

Arrangements must be made two weeks in advance. Call 352- 383-0006 or e-mail: 
mountdorahistory@gmail.com 

 

BOARD MEMBERS: 

 

Janet Westlake, President 

Carolyn Green, Treasurer 

Bill Lowery 

Barnett Schwartzman 

Cathy Lunday 

Susan Myers 

 

DOCENT STAFF: 

 

Tuesday – Rosemary Cliburn 

Wednesday – Josette Blackwell 

Thursday – Pat Wilson 

Friday – Julia Goodwin 

Saturday – Susan Bourrillion, Barnett 

Schwartzman & Simon Atkinson 

Sunday – Linda Chase & Paula 

Weissman Alternate – Sonya Jones 

 

 

Thank you to our docents who do 

a great job!! 



The Mount Dora Historical Society invites you to become a member 

 
Note: Annual dues cover the period of April 1st to March 31st of the next year. (If you join within 

6 months of our new year, your membership is good until the year after.) Personal checks or 

money orders will be accepted or you can drop by the museum and pay by credit card. 

 
Please check a box: ____ New Member   ____Renewing Member 

 

Memberships (select one): 

 Individual   $15 

 Family    $25 

 Business   $50 

 Life Member   $100 

 Life Member Family  $150 

 Life Member Business $250 

 

Referred by: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Date: _____________ 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

City/State/Zip: ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: ______________________ (circle one) Cell, Home or Work 

 

E-Mail: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Names of family for family membership: __________________________________________ 

 

Mail your application and payment to: 

Mount Dora Historical Society, Inc., P.O. Box 1166, Mt. Dora, FL 32756 

(352) 383-0006 

 


