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THE LATEST!

Join us on Facebook
Featured L to R: Fran Sellers, Skellie Morris, Hazel & Gene Molnar, Pat Orr, Delores Carter,
Deanne Carter Wilson (back row), Jeannie Stoothoff, Patty Johnson Wilson, George
Drummond, Marie Sanwald & Louise Meckstroth

Our July program featured a reunion and interview of Mount Dora educators
throughout the years. Twelve educators attended the interview which was
videotaped in order to preserve their memories.
All of the teachers spoke about how they were
drawn to the career of teaching and shared
some of the most memorable experiences
throughout their careers.

The Mount Dora Archive
Project has been scanning
historical photos and
uploading them to a
website that will be
accessible to the public
later this year.
This project is a joint
effort between the W.T.
Bland Public Library, the
Mount Dora Historical
Society and the Mount
Dora Library Association.

Pictured above: George
Drummond, Right: Pat Orr

Many of their stories told of the challenges of being a teachers, while other
stories were quite humorous. As each teacher shared their stories, it became
evident of the close ties and team work involved in creating an environment
in which the local children could thrive and learn.

The goal is to document
the history of Mount
Dora. Watch your email
for the upcoming date of
our next program which
will introduce the project

to the public.

Principal Gene Molnar described his years as principal of Mount Dora
and Eustis schools. He told us, “There were many fun times and tough
times, as well.” He spoke of the time of desegregation and strongly
praised the teachers, students and local residents for their help in making
the transition go as smoothly as possible. There were challenges but in
the end the community benefited.
Patricia Spear spoke about her parents Dan and Bert Spear who both
taught at Mount Dora High School in the 1960’s – 70’s. Former student
Debbie Robinson, a 1972 MDHS graduate, drove all the way from
Bradenton to thank them, and let them know she chose teaching as a
career because of them.
It was a very interesting interview of what teaching in Mount Dora was
like in the 1950’s – 70’s.

Welcome Aboard new Members!
Patricia Spear
Jean & Neil Stoothoff

New Addition to the Museum
These two beautiful dresses, which date to the late 1890’s,
were given to the Mount Dora Historical Museum by the
Museum of Florida History in Tallahassee a few years ago.
They belonged to the local Sadler family and with their
permission they were returned to us.
We believe they may have belonged to either Emma
Josephine Sadler or her daughter Lucie Belle Sadler.
We were delighted to have received them and they have
been on display since their return.
This summer we placed an order for the archive-quality
display case in which to preserve them, and it arrived in
September.
Both the dresses and the display case are a great addition to
the museum.

Our Life Members List is Growing:
Mick & Connie Aldridge
Marilyn & Dan Bafunno

Other Events

Dolores Bersell
Elizabeth Brewer
Ed Brooks-Mount Dora Community Trust
Michael & Georgann Bukata
Glenna Burch & Marshal Blum
Deborah A. Burchill
Betty Cook
Joe & Janice DiFiore
Frank Driggers
Lynn Felts
Jim & Alexandra Gunderson-Lakeside Inn
Stephanie Haimes
John & Cathy Hoechst
James L. Homich

Saturday, September 22 was the
Smithsonian magazine museum
day.
We participate in this program as
a way to create awareness of the
Mount Dora Historical Museum
in our community.
We enjoyed an excellent turnout,
with 50 people visiting the
museum on that day.

James & Barbara Laux
Al & Marlette Liveright

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

William & Elizabeth Lowery
Gary McKechnie & Nancy Howell
Harlow & Michell Middleton
Clyde E. Mosteller
Susan Silkworth Myers
Ann Whittington Neely
Vivian Owens
Gene Packwood
Mary T. Pezzo
Fred & Sandra Risley
Brandon Wald
Les & Janet Westlake
Cooper & Vye Wise
Michael Zealy & Angela Kelsey

The museum will be open during
the Mount Dora Center for the
Arts “Art in the Alley” program
on Friday, October 12 from 6 pm
to 8 pm.
Stop by the museum while you
enjoy “Art in the Alley”

The

MUSEUM ADMISSION:
$2.00 for adults, $1.00 for students,
kindergarten and under are free. Tour
groups pay the same price.
~ Admission is always free for Members
of the Historical Society.
~ Bring your group to visit the museum
for a private one hour tour on Friday or
Saturday morning. Arrangements must
be made two weeks in advance. Call 352383-0006 or e-mail:
mountdorahistory@gmail.com

DOCENT STAFF:
Tuesday – Rosemary Cliburn
Wednesday – Josette Blackwell
Thursday – Pat Wilson
Friday – Julia Goodwin
Saturday – Susan Bourrillion, Barnett
Schwartzman & Simon Atkinson
Sunday – Linda Chase & Paula Weissman
Alternate – Sonya Jones
Thank you to our docents who do a great job !!

