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Forbes United Methodist Church 

“Growing Faith at Forbes” 
 

Vision of Forbes United Methodist Church: 

To be an open, trusting, accepting community for all ages where God’s Spirit and a Christ-like 

attitude invite us to risk, try new things, and grow in Love and Compassion. 
 

December 23, 2019 

Hello and Merry Christmas to All Forbes UMC Members and Friends, 

In this letter follows I will continue to discuss our Membership and Confirmation Covenant’s 

from page 38 of the blue hymnal.  In the last letter I spoke about Prayer, this letter will cover our 

presence and gifts.  As a refresher, we commit to support the church by our prayers, our 

presence, our gifts, and our service”.  In later printings “our witness” has been added to the 

covenants.  We do these things “so that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus 

Christ”.  These simple words encompass our responsibilities as members of Forbes UMC and 

the United Methodist church. 

“Our presence”, what does this mean?  The first thing that comes to mind is attending worship 

services.  Now that seems easy but as we all know, our lives are busy.  We can’t always make it 

to service every Sunday.  But Sunday service isn’t the only way we are present in the life of the 

church.  There are opportunities throughout the week or month to attend small group or 

meetings.  There are also ways to be present by serving on a committee, team, or helping with a 

special project or mission.  Now, we must acknowledge that every member or regular attendee 

isn’t always physically able to make it to the church’s facilities.  Maybe you are a Winter Snow-

bird or Summer-time cabin goer and won’t be around for a couple months, how do you 

participate in the life of the church?  Number one, stay informed on what is happening and what 

is being planned for the upcoming months when you return.  Read the “Messenger”, check the 

website, read your emails, read the Bible and daily devotions.  But most importantly, Pray for 

our church and the Faith community.  Simply put, “Our Presence” means be involved in as 

many and whatever ways you can to develop your Faith. 

Now, we’ll take a look at “Our Gifts”.  The first way we gift to the church is through our 

financial support or gifting.  This has been discussed previously so we can move on to other 

Gifts.  God has given each of us many gifts, the ability to sing or play an instrument, the courage 

to speak to a group, the ability to act.  We use each of these gifts from God to make our worship 

experience a glorious tribute to God.  Other Gifts that God has provided us with are the Gift of 

vision, leadership, planning, teaching, and patience.  These Gifts are crucial to completing the 

tasks required of keeping our church doors open to accomplish our purpose of living out our 

Faith.  God has provided us with these Gifts for us to use to increase our Faith and to spread his 

Love and the teachings of Jesus Christ.  God has provided us with many gifts that we can use to 
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better His world beyond the confines of our church.  What Gifts has God provided you with?  

Find your Gifts and put them to work making the world a better place for all. 

Check out the Forbes website for more information at www.forbesproctor.net .  You can reach 

the church office by email at forbesumc33@gmail.com .  You can also connect with Forbes 

through Facebook.  If you have any questions on topics covered in this letter, feel free to contact 

me at tkbobb113@gmail.com or by calling 952-649-2554. 

Growing Faith at Forbes 

Troy Bobbitt 
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