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Forbes United Methodist Church 

“Growing Faith at Forbes” 
 

Vision of Forbes United Methodist Church: 

To be an open, trusting, accepting community for all ages where God’s Spirit and a Christ-like 

attitude invite us to risk, try new things, and grow in Love and Compassion. 
 

November 18, 2019 

Hello to All Forbes UMC Members and Friends, 

This time I’m writing to you wearing a new hat, that of a member of the Healthy Church 

Initiative (HCI) Prayer & Communication Team (P&C Team).  First, let me give you a brief 

introduction to the tasks of the P&C Team.  Like the name says, the first task is to pray and 

encourage prayer within the congregation.  Prayer is all encompassing and powerful.  It can be as 

an individual, as a group, as a congregation, as a denomination, and as all blessed children of 

God.  As it relates to the HCI process, the P&C Team is encouraged to pray for the members of 

the other teams, the work those persons are undertaking, and all the steps along the way leading 

up to the ultimate decision of the congregation.  The P&C Team will continue to work 

throughout the HCI process, and hopefully well beyond.  The other task is to communicate with 

the congregation to educate, inform, and encourage engagement and participation.  Now you 

have a basic understanding of the P&C Team tasks. 

Let’s get into the primary topic of this letter, our Membership and Confirmation Covenant’s.  In 

The United Methodist Hymnal (the blue one) the Covenants can be found on page 38.  It reads: 

“As members together with you in the body of Christ and in this congregation of the United 

Methodist Church, we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the church 

by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and our service”.  In later printings “our witness” has 

been added to the covenants.  We do these things “so that in everything God may be glorified 

through Jesus Christ”.  These simple words encompass our responsibilities as members of 

Forbes UMC and the United Methodist church. 

The first covenant is our Prayers.  Prayer is having a conversation with God and his Son.  Prayer 

is personal and as I sit here find it is quite difficult to explain.  I believe in prayer, I practice 

prayer, and I use prayer, but can’t seem to find the words to describe what it actually is.  I simply 

know that Prayer is and that it works.  It is there when you find the quiet moments and stillness, 

it is there when you grieve, it is there when you are seeking guidance and direction, and it is 

there when you are thanking God for his goodness and mercy.  We teach our children to say 

prayers at bedtime for safety and protection.  We say prayers for those who are celebrating 

special moments or in need for various reasons.  We learn and recite the Lord’s Prayer, as Jesus 

taught his Disciples.  We pray, for God’s Will to act in our lives.  Prayer is an integral part of our 

Faith. 
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I would like to ask you to pray for our church, its’ members, staff, and the future.  Pray for those 

beyond our church’s walls, for those who are in need, for those seeking God, and for those yet to 

invite God into their lives.  Pray for God’s guidance, direction, and that we may find the path 

that He has laid before us. 

Some time ago, the HCI teams came up with a “Breakthrough” Prayer for our congregation.  We 

asked everyone to say the Prayer twice a day, at 7:33 AM and PM.  Given the church’s history of 

starting in a rail car in this rail town of Proctor, we ask you to board the 7:33 Forbes Prayer Train 

with us.  It’s a simple prayer, easy to memorize but full of symbolism.  As you recite it, think 

about the words.  It goes: 

 Holy and Almighty God, 

 We wait at the mountain of your Love, 

 Where the wind of your Spirit blows. 

 We ask you to lift the fog of our fears,  

 Break through the boundaries we make,  

 And bring us through into change and renewal. 

 In Jesus name we pray.  Amen. 

 

With Prayer and with God, all things are possible.   

Check out the Forbes website for more information www.forbesproctor.net .  You can reach the 

church office by email at forbesumc33@gmail.com .  You can also connect with Forbes through 

Facebook.  If you have any questions on topics covered in this letter, feel free to contact me at 

tkbobb113@gmail.com or by calling 952-649-2554. 

Growing in Faith at Forbes 

Troy Bobbitt 

HCI P&C Team  
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