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Forbes United Methodist Church 

“Growing Faith at Forbes” 
 

Vision of Forbes United Methodist Church: 

To be an open, trusting, accepting community for all ages where God’s Spirit and a Christ-like 

attitude invite us to risk, try new things, and grow in Love and Compassion. 
 

October 25, 2019 

Hello to All Forbes UMC Members and Friends, 

Again, I am writing to you from the office of the Forbes UMC Financial Secretary.  First, I want 

to go back to my previous letter and acknowledge a response I received mentioning another 

method of financial giving which I missed, “Bill Pay”.  A member pointed out their bank allows 

them to set up a bill pay for their financial gifting.  They contribute on a regular basis utilizing 

this service offered by their bank.  Their bank issues a check and sends it to Forbes on the 

schedule they determined.  This is not electronic giving, but works just the same way.  I want to 

thank the member for the information as I was not aware of this method.  If you’re interested, 

check with your bank and see if they offer this service. 

In this installment I want to discuss the different funds and accounts the church manages to keep 

the business of the church moving.  The first thing we need to acknowledge is, the church is a 

business and therefore has to operate in this manner.  The church is a registered 501(c) Non-

profit entity meaning your donations are tax deductible.  As a non-profit entity, the church has to 

follow state filing guidelines and applicable Federal and State tax regulations.  If you purchase a 

product, such as a pasty, pay for a meal, or otherwise receive a tangible product or service for the 

payment, this is not a tax-deductible contribution.  However, “in-kind gifts” such as donations of 

trained labor (i.e. construction, snow removal, etc.), contributing physical items or services as 

donations to fundraisers, providing supplies and items for church use, mileage claims for church 

activities, and many more could be deductible.  Check with the IRS or your tax consultant on the 

specific rules governing these kinds of donations.  I will point out, weekly worship and the 

Pastor’s sermons are definitely a tangible service, thankfully they don’t fall into the non-

deductible category.   

The church has several distinct and separate categories of accounts.  First we’ll cover the General 

Operating Budget.  This is just a big long list of expenses which includes, but is not all inclusive 

of: paid staff salaries and benefits, facility/equipment maintenance, insurance, office supplies and 

equipment, licensing and copyright fees, utilities, banking and electronic service fees, 

advertising, youth and adult education costs, and several more.  These are expenses related to 

running the business of the church and are all part of our General Operating Budget.  Just like 

your home, these expenses are ongoing and occasionally, there will be the surprise expense that 

comes along.  This is where the Building/Maintenance Funds come into action, as a reserve to 

cover those surprise expenses.  The Capital Improvement Fund is there for future facility 
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planning and covering facility improvement expenses.  Think major projects like the remodeled 

bathroom, furnace replacement, a new roof. 

The second part of the church’s Budget is the Mission and Memorial Funds.  These funds are 

managed separately from the recurring or general expenses of operating the church.  These funds 

are directed at specific outreach objectives or projects.  Mission funds include Food Shelf, 

Wildfire, Harbor House, Holiday Gift Baskets, and several others.  These funds are directed 

specifically for these events or special interests.  Memorial Funds generally have been gifted in 

honor or memory of a specific person or church project.  The funds can be either designated 

toward a project or ministry of the church or non-designated allowing them to support other 

designated projects or ministries.  Memorial funds have supported education, music, bible 

distribution, and many other specific issues. 

The church also has an endowment called the AGAPE Fund.  The AGAPE Fund is an 

investment account which supports Forbes education ministries and protects the future fiscal 

health of the church.  Contributions to the AGAPE Fund come from Memorials, special gifts, 

and other sources.  As an investment account, it is responsibly invested and managed in 

accordance with the guidelines of the United Methodist Church.  A portion of the investment 

dividends are re-invested to continue growth.  A contribution to the AGAPE Fund is an excellent 

way to honor a family member and contribute to the future health of Forbes UMC. 

The final topic I wish to cover is “United Methodist Missions”.   You may recognize these 

expenses by another name such as Apportionments or Christian Services.  We use the term 

United Methodist Missions because these funds are used to support efforts of the Minnesota 

Conference and the worldwide missions of the United Methodist Church.  Forbes UMC, as a 

member of the Minnesota Conference, commits to support the “United Methodist Missions” by 

contributing financial support per member belonging to Forbes.  These funds are sent to the 

Minnesota Conference on a monthly basis and amount to roughly $110.00 per member per year.  

These expenses are completely separate of the general operating expenses of Forbes UMC.  

Examples of United Methodist Mission funds in action are UMCOR, new church start-ups, and 

Missionary activities throughout the world, just to mention a couple. 

Check out the Forbes website for more information www.forbesproctor.net .  You can reach the 

church office by email at forbesumc33@gmail.com .  You can also connect with Forbes through 

Facebook.  If you have any questions on topics covered in this letter, feel free to contact me at 

tkbobb113@gmail.com or by calling 952-649-2554. 

Growing in Faith at Forbes 

Troy Bobbitt 

Financial Secretary 
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