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Forbes United Methodist Church 

“Growing Faith at Forbes” 

 
Vision of Forbes United Methodist Church: 

To be an open, trusting, accepting community for all ages where God’s Spirit and a Christ-like 

attitude invite us to risk, try new things, and grow in Love and Compassion. 

 

10/08/2019 

Hello to All Forbes UMC Members and Friends, 

Again, I am writing to you from the office of the Forbes UMC Financial Secretary.  In this 

installment I want to expand upon a topic mentioned in the previous letter, financial gifting.  This 

letter discusses the four different methods available when contributing financially to the church.  

These letters are all part of a series on the United Methodist Baptismal and Membership 

commitments; by your prayers, presence, gifts, service, participation, and witness to the church. 

Let me begin with the traditional method, weekly envelope giving.  If you receive an envelope 

box, you will get a new set of envelopes each year.  Most of us are familiar with the weekly 

envelope, but have you ever really looked at the envelope?  Start at the top, the date and a 

number in each corner.  That number is the account number assigned to you, or your family in 

our financial system.  That is how Forbes tracks your financial gifts to the church each year and 

prepares various reports and statements.  As a business, the church has to keep financial records 

for auditing and other legal reasons.  In the middle is a name line, this allows the church to 

identify the gift giver if multiple persons are in a family account. 

Now look down toward the bottom of the envelope, where the boxes are.  There is a box for 

Church Budget (general operating), Building & Maintenance, and then an “Other” line.  This line 

is there for you to specify a special mission or fund where the gift is to be directed.  Now look in 

your envelope box itself, there are several other envelopes in the box.  First of all, an Initial 

Offering envelope, this envelope requests $7.00 to cover the expense to the church of ordering 

the envelope sets each year.  Unfortunately, they are not free.  Then there are special date 

envelopes in there, Easter, Mother’s Day, Christmas, and several others.  These are for special 

offerings which are collected on those dates.  These gifts can be directed toward special missions 

by the church.  There will be a new one in there next year for “United Methodist Missions”, a 

purple bordered one.  This envelope is for a monthly gift to the church to cover the church’s 

monthly contribution to missions of the worldwide United Methodist Church.  The suggested 

amount is $10 per member per month to cover this expense. 

Another method to financially contribute to Forbes UMC is to use electronic giving.  A copy of 

the sign up form is attached to this letter so you can look at it, and hopefully use it.  Electronic 

giving sets up a direct debit from a checking or saving account.  You can see it is a fairly straight 

forward form allowing you to set up your regular contribution very easily.  You can select 
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different fund accounts, when it begins, and frequency of gifts.  A simple email to the Financial 

Secretary at Forbes UMC will start it, change it, or stop it.  Electronic giving isn’t free to the 

church.  The church has to pay a company to administer the program.  Electronic givers are 

encouraged to make a separate donation to cover electronic expenses similar to the initial 

envelope donation.  The benefits of electronic giving are: it’s simple, consistent, and requires 

less labor by volunteers to count and deposit gifts. 

There are two other ways to financially support Forbes UMC.  You can make a donation on the 

website at www.forbesproctor.net .  Just click on the “Donate Now” link and follow the 

instructions.  This is a great option if you are out of town for a prolonged time.  Lastly, you can 

make a donation through the card swipe reader.  This method can also be made available for 

weddings, funerals, and other events.  The card swipe can be used to make a payment at the 

Bazaar, Pasty Sale, or other event.  Of course, both these options cost Forbes a fee for 

processing, so you may be asked to cover the processing fee along with your donation or 

payment.  To honor the fiscal responsibility recommendations of the United Methodist Church, it 

is preferred to use a debit card instead of a credit card when using these electronic options. 

In the coming weeks, you will be getting more information on the ministries and missions of 

Forbes UMC.   Check out the Forbes website for more information or email Forbes at 

forbesumc33@gmail.com .  Be sure to check out the new feature on the website coming in 

January called Faith Stories.   A place where you can share your, or read of other people’s 

journey in Faith.  You can also connect with Forbes through Facebook. 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at tkbobb113@gmail.com or by calling 952-

649-2554. 

Growing in Faith at Forbes 

Troy Bobbitt 

Financial Secretary 
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