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Forbes United Methodist Church 

“Growing Faith at Forbes” 

 
Vision of Forbes United Methodist Church: 

To be an open, trusting, accepting community for all ages where God’s Spirit and a Christ-like 

attitude invite us to risk, try new things, and grow in Love and Compassion. 

 

9/30/2019 

Hello to All Forbes UMC Members and Friends, 

I am writing to you from the office of the Forbes UMC Financial Secretary.  I want to discuss a 

few things with you and explain just what the Financial Secretary does for the church.  As the 

Financial Secretary I am responsible for collecting and entering donations and church income 

into our Financial tracking system, organizing and training the “Counters” who work as a team to 

collect and deposit the weekly offering, attend various church council meetings for reporting and 

planning purposes, help prepare a yearly budget for the church, and educate members and regular 

guests on how the church goes about raising funds to cover annual expenses.  That covers most 

of the important duties but I’m certain I am leaving some things out. 

Let me explain to you what the church uses it’s funding for.  First of all, the building itself, 

keeping a building and the grounds in good order and repair requires regular expenditures.  There 

are monthly bills just like at home, insurance, electricity, garbage, gas, phone, and general 

maintenance.  The church also has paid staff, Pastor, Secretary, Music/Choir Director, and 

Janitor, all crucial parts of running a church.  Then there are business expenses, yes, the church is 

a business.  Copier lease fees, internet services, website fees, state filing fees, taxes, office 

supplies, copyright fees for music, educational materials, pew hymnals, the list goes on and on.  

All these expenses are part of the operating budget of our church.  That doesn’t even mention all 

the various local Missions of Forbes UMC like Food Shelf, Holiday Baskets, Gift Trees, and on 

and on.  Forbes is a missional church and we DO make a better world. 

Our church is part of the Minnesota Conference of the United Methodist Church and as such, our 

church is a member of the Global United Methodist Church.  As a member we support 

worldwide efforts of the United Methodist Church by providing a certain amount of dollars per 

member of our church per year to the Minnesota Conference.  We call these expenses 

Apportionments, “Christian Services,” or “United Methodist Missions” and these funds are 

separate from our church’s operating budget.  These funds are used by the worldwide church to 

support UMCOR disaster relief efforts, missionaries, medical services in developing countries, 

educational efforts, and many other special efforts of the World Church.  By working together as 

a world church and pooling our resources, we DO make a difference in the world. 
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So, how does Forbes raise the funds to support our local church operating budget and also 

support the worldwide “United Methodist Missions”, well, through your generous giving.  When 

you participate, give of your talents, gifts, service, and financial support, Forbes UMC 

accomplishes our mission and vision.  Forbes UMC can’t do this without you!  When you attend 

worship, help with children’s education, drive a car load of people to an event, stuff a pasty, play 

an instrument, sing in the choir, volunteer to help with the Bazaar or Hog Head Parade, you give.  

When you join a small group, such as a Bible Study or a church committee, you participate and 

give.  When you write your check for the week or sign up for electronic giving, you give to 

support Forbes’ financial commitments.  Again, Forbes can’t DO without you! 

In the coming weeks, you will be getting more information on the ministries and missions of 

Forbes UMC.   Check out the Forbes website for more information www.forbesproctor.net .  Be 

sure to check out the new feature coming in January called Faith Stories.   A place where you can 

share your, or read of other people’s, journey in Faith.  You can also connect with Forbes 

through Facebook. 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at tkbobb113@gmail.com or by calling  

952-649-2554. 

Growing in Faith at Forbes 

Troy Bobbitt 

Financial Secretary 
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