
Are You Pentecostal? 

Dr. Fred Craddock was speaking at a seminary on the west coast.  Just before he was about to start his first lecture, 

one of the students stood up and said, "Before you speak, I need to know if you are Pentecostal." The student 

continued with his quiz right in front of everybody.  Craddock was taken aback, and so he said, "Do you mean do 

I belong to the Pentecostal Church?"  He said, "No, I mean are you Pentecostal?"   Craddock said, "Are you asking 

me if I am charismatic?" the student said, "I am asking you if you are Pentecostal."  Craddock said, "Do you want 

to know if I speak in tongues?" He said, “I want to know if you are Pentecostal." Craddock said, "I don't know 

what your question is." The student said, "Obviously, you are not Pentecostal.”  He left. 

So I ask you as you read this article and upon the recent Birthday of the Church at Pentecost, Are you Pentecostal?   
My conviction is that If the Church Is Alive in the World It Is Pentecostal.  Yet, how do we keep this Aliveness, 
this Fire Burning, and this Spirit Moving? What must exist in us, around us, and through us, if we are to be 
Pentecostal?  
 
1st We Are To Be In One Accord! 
When the day of Pentecost came the apostles were all together in one place. It was the day that Christ had 
promised. Beginning with Easter, the resurrected Christ had appeared at various intervals to the disciples. They 
knew beyond a shadow of a doubt that he was the eternal living Lord. Now he had ascended to the Father and 
they waited in expectation, for what they knew not. How could they possibly have known that the Holy Spirit, 
the third person of the Trinity, was about to descend upon them?  The result would be the beginning of the church.  
Pentecost became the primal fact of church history. They received God’s power. 
 
This power comes on a day when they were in one accord - United!  They shared all things in common; we learn 
later. Sadly, it would not be that way forever. Later a major split would occur in the church over who should get 
in.  It has been said that Peter and Paul came out fighting and it’s been going on in the church ever since. But, in 
the early days, there was one accord. It was to that setting that the Holy Spirit came.  Some churches have 
reputation of constant in-fighting.   You never know how these things get started, but they end up creating a 
poisonous atmosphere.  Sometimes people love their ideas or their position more than they love Jesus. Nothing 
takes the place of community.  If we expect great things to happen, then we must be of one accord. Everyone who 
claims salvation is Christ Jesus are to do all within our power to strive for unity in the Body  
of Christ – the Church! 
 
2nd “They All Joined Together Constantly In Prayer.” 
The cornerstone of this revival is prayer. While it is true that churches that are together, in one accord can 
accomplish much, no church can be truly Pentecostal, if it does not pray.  So many in the church have lost their 
desire to dedicate themselves to prayer expecting the Holy Spirit to move in their presence and change lives.  Too 
many people and churches are trying to go it alone.  If we are to come into God’s presence, then we must ask to 
be in His presence.  Nations as well as individual people stand in need of prayer. Prayer for guidance. Prayer for 
deliverance. Prayer to shape us into people of integrity. Prayer to God to forgive us of Sins.  Which brings us to 
our third point. 
 
3rd If We Are To Be A Pentecostal Church We Need To Repent. 
If there is a moral crisis in the life of a person, nation or church there must be repentance! Pentecost is possible 
only where sin is adequately dealt with!  In Peters very first sermon of the church Peter reminded them of their 
most egregious error: God was at work through Jesus, Peter proclaimed to them, but you handed him over, put 
him to death nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead and exalted to the right hand of God. He 
then repeated the accusation one more time in verse 36: “Let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, 
whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”  When he had finished giving his sermon the people asked him: 
“What shall we do?”  His response: Repent.  
 
Through unity, prayer, and repentance we can harness the power of the Spirit. Let me ask you again: Are you 
Pentecostal?  Are you DAILY striving for Unity? Are you DAILY pursuing a life of Prayer?  Are you DAILY 
repenting of your sin and surrendering to Jesus?  



 

 
 
 
 
 


