
Remembering The 20th Anniversary of 9/11 
  
It is hard to believe that it is the twentieth anniversary of 9/11.  September 11, 2001 was a sad day 
for our nation. Most of us can recall exactly where we were and what we were doing when we 
heard the tragic news.  I was in a meeting with area ministers when my wife paged me and when 
I called, she said you need to get home and see what is happening in New York City.  I arrived 
home just in time to see the second plane crash into the second tower.  The rest of the day was 
spent watching in disbelief the news.  On that day at 8:46 AM EDT – American Airlines Flight 
#11 collides into the World Trade Center at 9:03 AM EDT – United Airlines Flight #175 collides 
into the World Trade Center South Tower at 9:37 AM EDT – American Airlines Flight #77 crashes 
into the Pentagon at 9:59 AM EDT – World Trade Center South Tower collapses at 10:03 AM 
EDT – United Airlines Flight #93 crashed in Shanksville, PA and then at 10:28 AM EDT – World 
Trade Center North Tower collapses. I will never forget the sorrow of watching the towers collapse 
and seeing people walking the streets dazed and covered in dust.  
  
On August 31, 2002 – President George W. Bush proclaimed Friday, September 6, through 
Sunday, September 8, 2002, as National Days of Prayer and Remembrance and September 11, 
2002, as the first Patriot Day recognition.  We will gather at Lillian Community Club on Saturday, 
September 11, 2021, at 8 AM for a Patriot Day Breakfast sponsored by the Optimist Club of 
Perdido Bay to honor all first responders, fire fighters and service men and women and remember 
those who died on this sad day. Patriots Day is a time for us to pause and honor the memory of the 
nearly 3,000 innocent people who were murdered by terrorists in the brutal attacks of September 
11, 2001. We pray for those whose lives were forever changed by the loss of a loved one. We 
strengthen our resolve to stand together as one Nation. On that day we saw true heroism in the 
work of New York's police, firefighters and first responders. I doubt that any of us not directly 
related had given much thought to the life-threatening danger these public servants lived with day 
in and day out until that day.  On September 11, 2001 we saw their courage and dedication, and it 
was a marvel to behold.  President Bush when asked, "What can I do to help in the war on terror?”, 
answered, “Overcome evil with acts of goodness. Love a neighbor. Reach out to somebody in 
need. Feed someone who is hungry. Teach a child to read or join in community efforts to prepare 
for emergencies by helping local firefighters or police.”  He is right! That is a wonderful way to 
remember September 11.  Remembering 9/11 can help us do the same. We remember we are 
Americans, but we also remember we are Christians, and that says something about how to respond 
to evil.  As Christians who remember the word of the Lord that says, "Vengeance is mine, I will 
repay”, "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink”, "Do not 
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good”, and "Love your enemies and pray for those 
who persecute you."  Remembering 9/11 will be painful, but by the grace of God it will be 
helpful.   The chorus of Alan Jackson's song, “Where Were You When The World Stopped 
Turning That September Day?”, says “I'm just a singer of simple songs, I'm not a real political 
man, I watch CNN, but I'm not sure I can tell you the difference in Iraq and Iran, but I know Jesus 
and I talk to God and I remember this from when I was young, Faith, Hope, and Love are some 
good things He gave us and the greatest is love!”  Alan is right, the greatest is Love.  I pray that 
on Patriots Day you will take some time and remember the tragic loss of life.  Pray for the families 
who still feel the sting of death from that day.  Thank God for first responders and our service men 
and women who run into danger when we need them most.  Show an act of love to a stranger.  Give 
your time and talents to serve in the community.  Above all remember. 


