
Remembering The Real Source of Our Freedom 

As we celebrate the birth of our nation, the anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence. We need to remember that the Declaration of Independence is an appeal to the only 
authority that could possibly substantiate it, an appeal to the only law that could possibly give it 
validity and truth, an appeal, as the Declaration itself puts it, “to the Supreme Judge of the world.” 
The truths that it says are “self-evident,” are self-evident only because Almighty God has already 
established them in His Word. It assures all who read it that those who wrote it and signed it were 
depending totally on the protection of Divine Providence for the support and the preservation of 
those principles. The birth of this nation is founded upon a Declaration that, without its biblical 
and theological premises, without its appeal to God, is nothing.  The main thrust of the Declaration 
has to do with the right of human beings to liberty. Yet, a person is free only within the 
predetermined limits established by Our Creator. None of us can think seriously about our freedom 
until we ask the question: “What is our destiny? What is it toward which we are free to move?” 
We should all reflect not on what we are free from, but on what we are free for!  

On July 3, in 1776, George Washington wrote a letter to his wife. In part, these were his words: 
“In a few days, you will see a Declaration setting forth the causes which have impelled us to this 
mighty revolution and the reasons which will justify it in the sight of God. I am fully aware of the 
toil and blood and treasure that it will cost to maintain this Declaration and support and defend 
these states; yes, through all the gloom, I can see the rays of ravishing light and glory.” One 
hundred years later President Abraham Lincoln declared at Gettysburg, “whether that nation, or 
any nation, so conceived and so dedicated, could long endure.” Lincoln knew the cost of liberty, 
also. He never spoke of liberty without coupling that word with responsibility, without tying it 
inseparably to an unfinished task. Liberty is not a destination; it is a journey. We are still on that 
journey. The cost of human freedom is still high. We dare not forget that the success of the 
experiment is as precarious today as it was 245 years ago. After the meeting where the writing of 
the Constitution was finished, Benjamin Franklin met his fellow citizens and newsmen on the steps 
of Constitution Hall and said, “We have given you a republic, if you can keep it.” The question is 
critical today because many in our nation, obviously, have forgotten that freedom does not remove 
responsibility. It produces it.  

When the pilgrims came to America they fell on their knees and kissed the earth, and they wrote, 
“We establish this state to the glory of God and the spread of the Christian religion.”  General 
Omar Bradley once said, “America today is running on the momentum of a Godly ancestry, and 
when that momentum runs down, God help America.” That from one of the great military leaders 
of our nation. In General Washington’s Farewell Address to the nation, he said: “The foundation 
of the republic is morality, and it is foolish to suppose that we can have morality without a religious 
impetus.”  On July 4th, let us be able to say with those that signed that great Declaration for the 
world: “Appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world, for the rectitude of our intentions, with firm 
reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our 
fortunes, and our sacred honor.”  

 


