
In Celebration of the Eternal Life 
of  Richard Joseph Wittig, Jr. 

 
 
 

Born into life June 28, 1962, Key West, FL 
Born into Eternal Life, October 5, 2020, Sunset 

IN LOVING MEMORY 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THE STORY OF MY LIFE IS ENDED 

     I must leave it to those nearest to me to make the final      
notation.         

     As they read the story of a child of God, may they think of 
me in kindness and mercy, and may my memory be of        
benefit to them in this life and in the life to come.  

     As for me, it is indeed a sad thought to part from those I 
love best, but the grief of leaving you, my beloved ones,        
is dispelled with the shadows of death before the rising sun of 
eternal life.  

     Remember me, not as one who has been with you a few 
years, only to be taken away, but as one who has gone before 
you and will be with you in the resurrection of the body and 
the life everlasting.  AMEN  
 
 

MESSAGE FROM FAMILY 
Thank you for joining us today to Celebrate the Eternal life of 
our son, Richard Joseph Wittig, Jr., and your love, prayers 
and support that we have received.  Following the service  
today you all are  invited to join us in the fellowship hall for a 
time of fellowship.  Lillian United Methodist Church  

Saturday, April 3, 2021   2 PM  



CELEBRATION OF  LIFE  SERVICE             
  

Prelude                                                                          Blake Riley 

 

Word of Grace                                     Rev. Daniel W. Randall 

 

Hymn #710                                           “Faith of Our Fathers” 

 

Naming & Opening Prayer             Rev. Daniel W. Randall                         

 

Old Testament Reading                                  Isaiah 43:28-31 

 

Psalter Reading                                The Twenty Third Psalm 
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes 
me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me       
beside the still waters. He restores my soul: he leads 
me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy 
rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a 
table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou 
anoint my head with oil; my cup runs over.  Surely 
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord    
forever. 
 

Words of Hope & Remembrance                          by Family  

 

UM Hymn # 361                                                 “Rock of Ages” 

 

New Testament Reading                                            Romans 8 

Song     “I’d rather Have Jesus”  Rev. Daniel W. Randall 

 

Gospel John 10:1-6,7-18 & 27-30             Lee Anne Sylves 

 

Words of  Eternal  Life                   Rev. Daniel W. Randall                        

 

Prayer of Committal                        Rev. Daniel W. Randall           

 

The Lords Prayer                                                                     All 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name.                     
Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, As it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
trespasses,   As we forgive them that trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, The power, and the glory, For ever and 
ever. Amen. 

 

Hymn Page  12            Celebration of Holy Communion 

 

Hymn # 364                                             “Because He Lives” 

 

Benediction & Blessing                    Rev. Daniel W. Randall 

 

 

MY FINAL RESTING PLACE 

My family will scatter my ashes that have been blessed and            
committed at the alter of  this church with my Christian  
family today; at a later date  in Key West near the church 
where I was baptized. 



 KEY WEST FLORIDA CONCH 
       Richard Joseph Wittig, JR. was proud of his place of birth.  Key West 
U.S. Navy Hospital.  His parents traveled over the old railroad highway 
bridges that Flagler built while developing the Florida Keys area, in order to 
reach their new Navy assignment.  The journey carried them over the 
spectacular bridge structure of Bahia Honda, now a State Park. The area 
was going through the Cuban Crisis in June of 1962 when he was born.  
His Father was a U.S. Navy radio operator on the USS BUSHNELL, a          
submarine tender.  Richard’s parents rented an apartment on Varela 
Street which was in the old town area of Key West City.  Richard was bap-
tized while the conflict worked itself out.  His Mom, Judith  Wittig walked 
to church with Richard in his carriage without his father being able to leave 
the ship during the     Cuban Crisis.  Being born in Key West is the only way 
one can claim the Title ”Conch”  The Conch Republic came into being in 
the late 1800’s era.       
      The journey of life took him back to the Florida Keys and he spent his 
last 15 years in Marathon Florida.  In Aug. 1964 Richard JR. started his           
childhood years in Wisconsin.  His parents attended the Univ. of Wisconsin, 
Madison, School of Business and School of Nursing.  Richard JR. enjoyed 
growing up in the Mid West.   One of his favorite vacations was a trip to 
Alaska when he was age eight.  His brother, David was four years old and 
shared the trip. The Alaskan Highway was very rough with gravel roads 
through most of the Canadian route.  The family had a four wheeled GMC 
Jimmy vehicle.  Camping along the way was great fun for the two       
brothers. Once a wolf came up to our camp fire and Richard JR gave the 
nice doggie a hot dog.  We thought that campers frequently gave treats 
out at the campfires but that night we all slept in the truck. Our family                  
experienced Alaska before the Alaskan Pipe Line.   His family purchased a 
sailboat in 1979 which really    expanded Richard Jr’s education and travel 
experience.  We all had to learn how to sail the new boat and used it in the 
Great Lakes area.   Door County area of Wisconsin is very beautiful with 
sparkling water. No need to rent a cabin once the family had the live on 
board boat.      The ocean capable vessel carried us all down the Mississippi 
River from   Sturgeon Bay Wisconsin to New Orleans in 1981. We explored 
the Gulf Coast of the United States with the boat, and used it with both 
our sons on board at various parts of the journey.   

     Our son Richard Jr attended Riverside Military Academy in 
Georgia for two years and eventually Joined our family in 
Woodbridge, Virginia about 1983.  We also relocated the   
sailboat to the Chesapeake Bay near Patuxent River and     
Solomons Island Maryland.  Richard Jr became a  Journey-
man Carpenter.  He was employed in the Arlington,  Virginia 
area building high rise commercial construction. Great times 
in   Virginia for us all because the whole family was together 
to share life and go sailing on the weekends.  We all enjoyed 
our adventures on the Chesapeake Bay with its fine sailing  
weather.  We all worked hard.  Rich Sr. had a business in       
Arlington, Virginia, and Judith worked for the post office as a 
letter carrier in Woodbridge where our house was at that 
time.   

     Our son David, went to the last year of high school and 
then to College Park Maryland for his undergrad education.  
David became a Florida Chiropractic Physician.  While David 
was attending Graduate school the rest of the family sailed in 
the Caribbean.  We traveled from the   Chesapeake to Puerto 
Rico with the boat.   Richard Jr. was on board for about a 
year.  We did all the islands beyond the Bahamas which       
included St. Thomas area and on down through the West    
Indies, also Turks and Caicos chain. The Bahamas is cold in 
the winter time.  We sailed to  Venezuela.   Before we started 
the return trip Richard Jr. was to be married in Wisconsin in 
1992. 

     Richard Jr. was married to Anne Farmer in 1992.  The        
couple had no children and divorced in 1998.  During the  
marriage time our son was employed in the Foley and Gulf 
Shores area of Alabama.  The marriage problems caused him 
to lose his new house on Carver Road in Gulf Shores.  He and 
his parents had built the home from scratch.  Parents        
suppling financial help and Rich doing some of the                
construction himself.    



At the same time he kept his job with local commercial      
builders who completed several high rise buildings, hospitals, 
and bank buildings. He was employed as a Journeyman       
Carpenter in Gulf Shores.  His commercial training had been 
established is Wisconsin and Virginia where he was                
experienced and enjoyed life with his parents. In 1999          
Richard fell into decline when his right arm was shattered 
crippling him for life.  Three surgeries could not fix the lower 
arm and wrist.   He was a right-handed carpenter.  His loving 
family brought him home to live.  Eventually he was able to 
achieve handicap status and used his income to set up a life in 
Marathon Florida.   His location was on a canal in Sombrero 
area in Marathon.  He supplemented his income by driving 
taxi cabs.  Eventually starting his own company called ISLAND 
TIME TAXI.  About 2015 he noticed trouble swallowing.  He 
was about fifty- three years of age.  Cancer was discovered in 
2017 after his home was hit by hurricane Irma.   In 2018, he 
lived with his parents who cared for him in their home until he 
passed away of lung cancer on October 05, 2020.  Both       
parents helped him with hospital treatments, nursing, cook-
ing, etc. to make sure he was comfortable with all human 
needs.  The loving family which included his cousins in        
Pensacola, Lee Ann Sylves and Frank Sylves gave hands on 
care. 

      He is mourned by his parents, Judith Wittig, Richard Wittig 
Sr., David A. Wittig, brother,  his Uncle Raymond Urchel,        
his Aunt Maureen Urchel, and Daughter Pamela, in Chicago.   
His cousins’ Lee Ann Sylves & Frank Sylves, and children.      
His cousins in Wisconsin, the Knauft Family and the         
Gruenwalt families and the cousins in Sarasota Florida, the 
children of Roger Cook and Irma Alston Cook, John, Karen, 
and Kevin.  Cousin Timothy Vivi & Children.  The son of  Fiona 
Davies   family,  Dustin Davies.    Members of the Lillian Unit-
ed Methodist Church. 

RICHARD JOSEPH WITTIG, JR. 
June 28, 1962  -   October 5, 2020 

THE SHEPHERD KNOWS HIS SHEEP 
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And 
I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my hand. My Father, which gave them me, 
is greater than all; and no man is able to snatch them out of my Fa-
ther's hand. I and my Father are one.” 
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