
Dear Lillian UMC family, 
 
Welcome to the initial installment of the Lay Letter. I am Perry Cunningham, the incoming lay 
leader at LUMC. (I also teach Sunday School on Wednesdays and help park cars on Sundays) 

 
As lay leader, I have the privilege of servant leadership in the church, with a call to help prepare 
the congregation to fulfill the mission of the church. I also have the obligation of servant 
leadership by forming Christian disciples in our congregation. Thereby equipping the local church 
to fulfill Christ's commission to " go and make disciples of all nations. teaching them to observe 
all that I have commanded you." The congregation, the laity, the average church member, whatever 
the label, must first be a disciple, then help make disciples. 

 
Aristarchus (remember him? Acts 19, 20, 27; Colossians 4; Philemon v24) was a great example of 
the laity in action. A Macedonian living in Thessalonica, he was converted under Paul's ministry. 
He is mentioned often in Paul's epistles, always favorably. Although he was traveling with Paul, 
he was following Jesus. 

 
Aristarchus exemplifies a disciple following wherever his Master leads. We aren't told exactly 
what he did, but it is clear that he made himself available and proved himself faithful. 

 
John Wesley was a great believer in the ministry of the laity. The Methodist movement started 
within the Church of England, utilizing laymen as a driving force to set up Methodist small 
groups. According to the Book of Discipline, "the goal of the movement was to 'reform the nation, 
particularly the church; and to spread scriptural holiness over the land.' Lay members of the United 
Methodist Church (UMC) are by history and calling, active advocates of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ." 

 
The stated mission of the UMC is to "make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world." The biblical method to transform the world is to first transform the individual: through 
repentance; faith in Christ alone; reconciliation with God the Father; and obedience to the word of 
God through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Discipleship begins in the church. It begins with the Bible as the very word of God. It does not 
"simply contain the words of God." It is the word of God, the authority by which all of our beliefs 
and actions are judged. It does not need to be "demythologized." It needs to be studied, believed 
and obeyed. That's how you make disciples. 

 
2020 was a year of challenges. 2021 can be a year of opportunities. In the coming months this 
letter will be highlighting various ministries within our local church, and the various opportunities 
for our gifted, generous, talented and available laymen (not just men, but women also) to minister 
to each other and the Lillian community. 

 
Your servant in Christ, 
Perry 


