
Finding Fault or Following in Faith      John 9:1-12 

Tragedy can strike so quickly and capriciously. While going about our everyday lives, in a moment, in the blink of an 
eye, the world can be changed. We face terrorist attacks like 9/11, tsunamis, earthquakes, floods, tornadoes, hurricanes and 
now a Pandemic!  As a world we are now dealing with the COVID-19 virus and the uncertain nature it has brought to our 
everyday lives. We are having to live at a distance from one another. The great sense of helplessness and lack of control is 
overwhelming.   Like all tragic and events, it brings out the best and worst in others.  While many are hoarding for themselves 
others are checking in on others and making sure they what they need.  Sadly, people have ignorantly questioned whether 
God is punishing us and trying to get our attention.  Friends, God did not cause this tragedy or any of our suffering. The Bible 
states clearly in Lamentations 3:33, “That God does not willingly bring affliction or grief to anyone.” 

Yet many still ask, why does God allow such awful things to happen? Jesus' disciples asked our Lord question almost 
2000 years ago!  They met a man one day who had been born blind and they were more focused on casting blame than 
meeting his needs. In the first century, most people believed that all suffering was the result of sin.   So, the disciples asked 
Jesus, "Who sinned in this case, this blind man or his parents?" Jesus did not respond with a neat, simple answer to the 
problem of human suffering, nor will I.   A group of children had experienced the death of their pet kitten. They had prayed 
that the cat would get well, but instead it died. They couldn't understand this. So, they went in search of the local pastor. They 
found him and asked, "Why did God let their cat die?" The good pastor went into a long, complex, theological response that 
went on and on. The children stood and listened intently. When he finished, he wished them well.  The children walked away 
somewhat bewildered. One little boy, holding his older sister's hand, looked up at her and said, "He doesn't know, does he?" 
How perceptive children can be.  Never in this world will we understand all the mystery surrounding suffering.  But with God's 
help we can gain some helpful insights.                                                           

According to Jesus, the blindness was not the result of the sin of either party. Even though God has warned us that 
in this world we reap what we sow the real shocker to us comes when we realize that in the Grace of Jesus Christ, we reap 
what we have not sown!  When God saw that our situation was desperate, he visited our planet as the Godman named Jesus. 
Through his sacrificial death on the Cross, he made it possible for people of faith to pass through death to a paradise called 
heaven. In addition, God promised to help us repair some of the damage here on earth. God seeks to work with and through 
us but seldom does God do our work for us. This is a free world and God does not usually contravene its natural laws. Neither 
does God show favoritism. God loves the worst drug dealer in New York as much as He loves Billy Graham. The Bible says 
that God allows his rain to fall on the just and the unjust alike. God is no respecter of persons; that is, He loves all persons 
equally. While we understand that rationally, most of us still look something that will give us an advantage. You can do all the 
religious exercises you want to, but none of them will cause you to lead a charmed life or render you immune to heartbreak 
or tragedy.  

What God does promises that he is with us!  God promises that His grace will be sufficient for all of our needs. God 
promises that nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from His love. And, no matter how bad something may 
be, God promises that if we share it with Him in faith, He will make it produce some good. Those are God's promises.  As for 
the answer to the question "why," it won’t be given. Therefore, stop looking for it. Instead, Jesus would have us switch to a 
different question, a better question, a more faithful question. It is this one: How can God use me to meet a need during 
human suffering?  Jesus said that the blind man would be a living demonstration of the power of God and that is exactly what 
God desire of us. Jesus healed him, and the story of that healing will be told throughout history until Christ returns. Perhaps 
millions of people have been brought closer to Christ as they read of this poor blind man whose sight was restored. 

When a heartbreak or an accident or an illness or a death comes, let this be our question: "Heavenly Father, what 
use can you make of my hard times?" If we share our hard times with God-in faith, God will make something useful and 
creative out of every tragedy that darkens our lives. If life breaks your heart or health or takes your finances, you can whimper 
and whine and demand an explanation. But no explanation will be given. People of faith place their sorrows on the altar and 
ask God to use them. Then even our heartaches and sorrows serve God’s purposes and declare God’s praises. And in the 
process, our own hearts are strangely comforted, and we shine Christ light in a dark and difficult time! Please continue to pray 
for one another through these challenging times. Please log onto our LillianUMC.org website to keep posted on our worship 
schedule during this period of “social distancing”. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


