
SERVICES OF ASHES 
 

GREETING    
Come, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your 
sins are like scarlet, they shall be like snow; though they are 
red like crimson, they shall become like wool. (Isaiah 1:18) 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Pastor:   The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins. 
People:  God's mercy endures forever. 
 

HYMN #349                    “Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus”     
 

OPENING PRAYER                     HYMN # 353               
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON      2 Corinthians 5:20 -6:10 
 

HYMN # 393                           “Spirit of the Living God”       
 

GOSPEL LESSON    Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

OBSERVING LENTEN DISCIPLINE’S                  
The early Christians observed the days of our Lord's               
passion and resurrection, and it became the custom of the 
Church that before the Easter celebration there should be a 
forty-day season of spiritual preparation.  I invite you in the 
name of the Church, to observe a holy Lent: by                          
self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and           
self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God's Holy 
Word.  To make a right beginning of repentance, and as a 
mark of our mortal nature, let us humble ourselves before our 
Creator and Redeemer. 

In silence let us humble ourselves before GOD!  

PRAYER OVER THE ASHES 
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the 
earth. Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of our  
mortality and penitence, so that we may remember that only 
by your gracious gift are we given everlasting life; through  
Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

CONFESSION & PARDON         HYMN # 785 

Responsive Reading of Psalm 51:1-17  
All offer prayers of confession in silence. 
Pastor: As we now receive these ashes may the almighty 
and merciful God, who desires not the death of a sinner but 
that we turn from wickedness and live, accept our                
repentance, forgive our sins, and restores us by the Holy 
Spirit to newness of life. Amen. 
 

HYMN # 354                                        “I Surrender All”         
         

      

IMPOSITION OF ASHES  
Come forward in silence to receive the Imposition of the Ashes. 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you 
shall return.  Repent, and believe the gospel. 

After receiving the Imposition 
of Ashes, you are welcome to 

stay at the altar or in the 
sanctuary in prayer.               

When you depart,                   
Please Depart In Silence.  



In this service we confront our own mortality and  confess 
our sin before God within the community of faith. The use 
of ashes as a sign of mortality and repentance has a long 
history in Jewish and Christian worship, and the             
Imposition of Ashes is a powerful nonverbal way of       
participating in the call to repentance and reconciliation. 
As you come down to receive the Ashes you are invited to 
spend time at the altar in prayer.  Please leave the ashes 
on your forehead and let them naturally wash away.   

As you come to receive the imposition of ashes you are 
invited to spend time at the altar or in the sanctuary in 
prayer.  In your prayer ask the Holy Spirit to help you let 
go of the sin and obstacles that hinder your relationship 
with Jesus.  Lent is a reminder of the cross Christ bore for 
our sins.  The sign of the cross is a reminder of the cross 
Christ bore for you! 

Please REMAIN IN SILENCE Before,                 
During & Following this Service! 

The Season of Lent 
Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, 
which begins today on Ash Wednesday and ends on 
Holy Saturday.  Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word 
lencten, which means "spring." The season is a       
preparation for celebrating Easter. Lent began as a    
period of fasting and preparation for baptism by           
converts and then became a time for penance by all 
Christians. Because Sundays are always little Easters, 
the penitential spirit of Lent should be tempered with 
joyful expectation of the Resurrection.   

 

These days proclaim the mystery of Jesus Christ's          
passion, death, and resurrection. During these days, we 
journey with Jesus from the upper room, to the cross, to 
the tomb, and to the garden.  

Plan to make this Lenten season the most special 
yet by planning to participate in the following: 
 

Weekly Worship 8 & 10 AM  

Sunday School at 9 AM 

 

HOLY WEEK SERVICE  

Palm Sunday April 5 

Tenebrae Service, April 9 at 6 PM 

Good Friday Service, April 10 at Noon 


