
James “Jim” F.  Westgate 
James “Jim” F. Westgate 85 of Lillian, AL peacefully went to his eternal 
home January 26, 2020 after a short illness.  Jim was born and raised in 
Bridgewater, MA.  He worked for 42 years doing overhead line construction 
work, working up to crew chief for several years. He loved being outdoors 
camping, RVing, fishing, boating, target shooting and hand loading, which 
was his main interest throughout his adult life. He also enjoyed his time as a 
private pilot and work at Adventureland Amusement Park for two years in 
Des Moines, Iowa. 
 

Jim loved his Lillian Methodist church and Optimist of Perdido Bay family.  
He was the unofficial weekly greeter and was always looking for hugs. 
He was a former member of the Old Colony Sportsman Club in Pembroke, 
M.A., and Styx River shooting club in Robertsdale, AL., and currently a 
member of the Pensacola Rifle and Pistol Club.  
 

He was preceded in death by his grandmother Maude Ellis,  Grandfather 
Thomas Ellis and Mother Emmeline Hope Westgate Copeland Squires; 
Daughter Laurie Marie Westgate Maddox Gilbert, Brother Kenneth 
Copeland, Sisters Sylvia Copeland Silver,  Lani Copeland, Karen Copeland 
Simmons  all of Middleborough, M.A., and Gail Copeland Perry of 
Bridgewater, M.A.    
 

He is survived by his loving wife of 62 years Priscilla D. Head Westgate, 
Sister  Dorothy Raposa  of Lakeville M.A., Daughters Mary-Jane Westgate 
Strickland (Joseph) of Berkeley M.A., Suzanne L. Westgate Heikkila 
(Leonard) of Middleborough M.A., Son James F. Westgate, Jr., of South 
Sutton N.H., Two granddaughters, Five grandsons, Five great 
granddaughters, Three great grandsons and several nieces and nephews.  
 

Jim’s quick wit, humor and hugs will be missed by all who knew him!                  
He never met a stranger, was down to earth and a real people person.             
He treated everyone the same and looked for the good in everyone.   
In lieu of flowers donations may be made to the Lillian United Methodist 
Church’s “Good Neighbor Fund” (12770 S. Perdido St., Lillian, AL 36549)  
or Southern Hospice Care (101 Villa Dr., Daphene, AL 36526).   
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Celebration of Life Service   
 

“Amazing Grace”  

 

Word of Grace & Opening Prayer 

 

Old Testament Reading      

Isaiah 40:28-31 

 

The Twenty Third Psalm  

 
“It Is Well”  by Susie Groves 

 

Words of Remembrance                                    

by Family & Friends 

 

“How Great Thou Art”  

 

Words of Hope & Life from Romans 8 

 

Closing Prayer and Committal  

                       

“Because He Lives”  

 

 

Mr. Westgate 
by Christine Fritchie 

 

If he were here with us this Sunday morning Lord’s day, 

He would walk about in his friendly, fatherly way. 
 

His hand outstretched in sincere Christian love to say, 

Welcome to worship. Welcome to all without delay. 
 

He would smile, sit down, and talk with those who sat alone. 

His kind and gentle words were winsome. Folk felt at home. 
 

Even as he waited upon the hospital bed, 

He knew where he was going, his soul at peace, no dread. 
 

In Heaven he sings Hallelujah, his eyes not dim, 

There to see Jesus with outstretched hands welcoming Jim. 
 

January 26, 2020    

 

The Twenty Third Psalm  
The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me to lie down in 

green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restores my soul: 

he leads me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though 

I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:                     

for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest 

a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anoint my head 

with oil; my cup runs over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

 


