
A Little Faith in Jesus Goes a Long Way 

In Luke 17:1-4, Jesus’ tells his disciples, “Things that cause people to stumble are bound to come, but woe to anyone through 
whom they come. It would be better for them to be thrown into the sea with a millstone tied around their neck than to cause 
one of these little ones to stumble. So, watch yourselves. If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they 
repent, forgive them. Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back to you saying, ‘I repent,’ 
you must forgive them.”  So, overwhelmed by this statement the disciples made a request of him, “Increase our faith!”! They 
knew to do what Jesus was expecting of them required more faith than they had on their own. The truth is they did not need 
more faith they needed a little unwavering in Jesus!   

First, It takes true unwavering faith in Jesus Christ to not be a stumbling block to others. Jesus says it is a serious matter if 
we stumble, but it’s much more serious if we cause someone else to stumble. So, as Christ says, we need to watch ourselves. 
We are not only responsible for our own behavior; we are also responsible for the example that we set for others.  Do you 
understand how much character and how much humility that requires?  The Apostle Paul’s words in Philippians 2:3 echo this 
to everyone who claims to be a Christian, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others 
better than yourselves.”   Our motivation to not being a stumbling block to others, is our unwavering faith in Jesus and our 
desire to follow his sacrificial example.  Second, It takes true unwavering faith in Jesus Christ to Forgive Those Who Repent 
of Their Sin Against You!  Jesus is saying that even if others sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back 
to you saying ‘I repent,’ you must forgive them.”  Again, we need to see how important forgiveness was to Jesus.  Think about 
it. He died so that we could be forgiven.  Forgiveness is at the very center of the Gospel, and yet there are many followers of 
Christ who seem to be capable of nearly every other Christian virtue but being able to forgive people who have hurt or offended 
them.  There may be someone in your life that, under your own power, you could never forgive. Could you draw on Jesus’ 
strength, and more importantly on Jesus’ love and let him forgive that person through you? 

Jesus told his disciples not to cause another person to sin. Then he taught them about forgiving others, no matter how many 
times others sinned against them. And it was in response to these two simple teachings that the apostles made this earnest 
plea, “Increase our faith!”   It’s as if the disciples looked at each other, shook their heads and said, “It’s not possible, Lord. We 
don’t have it in us to love people like that.” The disciples sound sort of like us.  Years ago, a young man was arrested and 
convicted of burglary in New York City. How did the police catch him? As he began his burglary of a high-rise apartment, he 
noticed a statue of Jesus on the mantelpiece.  He could not stand this figure of Jesus watching him as he went about his 
business, so he carefully turned it around. In the process he left fingerprints on the statue. That’s how the police caught him. 
I think the apostles couldn’t stand Jesus looking at them at this point.  They knew they were going to fail him. They knew they 
couldn’t live the kind of grace-filled life he was prescribing under their own power. “You want us to be like you,” they were 
saying, “forgiving those who sin against us and setting an example of flawless love and holiness? We can’t do it! It’s beyond  
our power!” And so, they asked for an extra dose of faith. The truth is more faith was not their real need. Look at what Jesus 
says in response to their demand for more faith: “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed,  you can say to this mulberry 
tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you.” Jesus was saying to his disciples that they didn’t even need 
more faith. What they needed was to put the faith fully in Him and then put action behind their faith.  Only a tiny bit of faith in 
God is enough to accomplish seemingly impossible things. What they really needed was obedience to Christ’s plan for their 
lives.  What they needed was for Christ to live in their hearts. What they needed was obedience to Christ’s teachings. Then 
they would move mountains and God would be forever glorified.  


