
Living A Life Not Wasted 
There is an old, old story about a college professor who was being ferried across a body of water. The professor 

chided the ferryman, who was performing this service for him, for his ungrammatical language. When he learned the ferryman 
never attended school, the professor said: “What? Half of your life has been wasted!” Shortly afterwards, the ferryman asked, 
“Professor, did you ever learn to swim?” “No, I did not,” replied the professor. “Well,” said the ferryman, “in that case it seems 
all your life has been wasted . . . we’re sinking.” A life is a terrible thing to waste, isn’t it? 

Arthur Barry is considered the greatest jewel thief of all time.  He committed more than 150 robberies stealing millions 
of dollars’ worth of jewelry. Interestingly, he only robbed people in high society and wore a tuxedo while committing his crimes.  
The law finally caught up with Arthur Barry and he spent seventeen years in prison for his crimes.  After his release he worked 
as a waiter at a restaurant on the East Coast, making fifty dollars a week.  A news reporter tracked him down and asked him 
about his life of crime. Here is how Arthur Barry summed up his life: “I’m not very good at drawing morals,” he said, “but when 
I was young, I had intelligence, charm, the ability to get along with people, and guts.  I could have made something out of my 
life, but I didn’t.  So, when you write the story of my life and tell people about all these robberies, don’t leave out the big one, 
“That is the most important person Arthur Barry ever robbed was himself.”   

Could we come to the end of our lives and conclude that we have robbed ourselves of the opportunity to make our 
lives count? Could we conclude that our lives have been largely wasted, that there was really no point to them at all? Is there 
a way whereby we can know that our lives really do matter?   I believe the secret to a purposeful life is contained in 1st Timothy 
2: 5-7. The Apostle Paul proclaims, “For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all . . . For this I was appointed a preacher and apostle . . . a teacher of the Gentiles 
in faith and truth.”  

The handiwork of the greatest human sculptor of all times pales in comparison to the work of God. Consider the 
magnificence of the body you inhabit. Talk about painstaking detail! Who would be foolish enough to declare that there was 
no superior intelligence behind the creation of this world?  The children of Israel declared his unity and his universality, but 
even more importantly, they declared his unique intimacy with the world he had created. He was involved in the life of his 
people in a very personal way.  In her book Traveling Mercies author Anne Lamott tells how one day she found herself broke, 
drunk, suffering from bulimia, depressed, and addicted to drugs.  She said, “I could no longer imagine how God could love 
me.” Desperate, she set an appointment with an Episcopal priest.  She told him, “I’m so messed up that I don’t think God can 
love me.” The priest replied, “God has to love you.  That’s God’s job.” That’s true. God’s job is to love us. Why? Because in 1 
John 4:8 we are told that “God is love.” That’s His very nature.  He is intimately involved with His world and in the lives of 
each of His children. “There is one God,” declares St. Paul.  
 There is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all!  John 
writes in the prologue to his Epistle, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God . . 
. and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son 
of the Father . . .”  John’s hands must have trembled as he wrote those words: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us 
. . .”   The early disciples believed with all their hearts that there was but one mediator between God and humanity. There was 
one way, one truth, one life, one shepherd, one door—and that was Jesus. E. Stanley Jones, that great missionary and 
evangelist once said that this is the great divide between Christianity and the world religions. Not that they do not have truth, 
not that they lack noble sentiments, gracious teaching, or gifted leaders.  But in them, said Jones, the Word became word—
a set of teachings, a morality, a religious framework. Only within Christianity does the Word Become Flesh. It is that Word 
(Jesus) become flesh that offers human us access to the Father.  

If these two truths are truths that you have accepted and seek to live by then how do we make a difference in the 
world? We do it by centering in on everything we do and asking ourselves: Is this something I can do to God’s glory? If it is, 
we ought to give ourselves to it with total abandon. That is one secret of a super, successful life—to have a focal point for our 
lives that we can believe in without reservation and to give all we have to it.  As Paul proclaimed in Galatians 2:20 we also 
proclaim, “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me”  If we to will surrender our lives, there is a source of power 
available to us—that can flow through us—and help us to accomplish more than we ever dreamed possible through the flowing 
of The Holy Spirit Through US!  The only thing that will matter for all eternity is whether or not we accepted Christ as Lord and 
Savior of our lives, died to self and allowed our lives to be a vessel God can use! If you have don that your life will not have 
been wasted. 


