
Normal is Highly Overrated! 
Vincent van Gogh is best remembered as a troubled, but highly talented post-impressionist painter who died at the age of 37. 
His best-known work is titled, “Starry Night.” But let me tell you some things about Vincent van Gogh that you may not know.  
Did you know that Vincent van Gogh was drawn toward the Christian ministry at an early age? In the winter of 1878, van 
Gogh volunteered to move to an impoverished coal mine in the south of Belgium, a place where pastors were usually sent as 
punishment. He preached and ministered to the sick, and also drew pictures of the miners and their families, who called him 
the “Christ of the Coal Mines.” As a missionary to these miners, van Gogh identified with them in a powerful way.    He lived 
as simply as they did. He gave away his good clothing to the poor and dressed in shabby clothing.  One day, a baker’s wife 
with whom he had boarded saw him and asked why he had given away his good clothing. Vincent van Gogh replied, “I am a 
friend of the poor like Jesus was.” Not impressed, the baker’s wife told him, “You are no longer normal.”  Van Gogh’s governing 
body in the church agreed with the baker’s wife.  They disagreed with van Gogh’s lifestyle and refused to renew his contract. 
He was forced to find another occupation.  And so, I suppose, it was then Vincent devoted himself to art. That baker’s wife 
was correct, though. Vincent van Gogh was not normal. But what does it mean to be normal?  She said he wasn’t normal 
because he tried to follow Jesus.  Is that bad?  Well, if you truly try to be all that Christ calls you to be, I suspect that she was 
right, you will be anything but normal or ordinary!   Isn’t this basically what the majority of us seek? We want to be considered 
normal, to fit in, to be accepted. Perhaps the meanest thing you can say to another person in our super-conformist culture is, 
“You are not normal.”  I wonder, however, if the world will ever be changed for the better by people whose greatest ambition 
is to fit in, to be accepted-- to be normal? 

Being abnormal is not always bad, Normal is Highly Overrated!   Do you think Mother Teresa was normal? I think most of us 
agree that no normal person would make the sacrifices that this little nun made. That’s why she is a saint. So is it bad to be 
abnormal? Not if you’re willing to pay the price.  Would you agree with me that it’s all right to be abnormal if in doing so you 
change and change the world for Christ?   Would you agree with me that it would be all right to be abnormal if it meant you 
left your little part of the world a better place?  Let me ask again: Is it so bad to be abnormal? 

In the Epistle of James, he proclaims, “My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show 
favoritism. Suppose a man comes into your meeting wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man in filthy old clothes 
also comes in.  If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, ‘Here’s a good seat for you,’ but say to 
the poor man, ‘You stand there’ or ‘Sit on the floor by my feet,’ have you not discriminated among yourselves and become 
judges with evil thoughts? “Listen, my dear brothers and sisters:  Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the 
world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him?” 

What James is describing is quite normal behavior in our society, even in some churches!  The author of James isn’t writing 
to the government about its attitudes toward the poor. He isn’t writing to the poor to chastise them about how they use their 
money. He’s writing to us in the church and he’s asking us whether we pass judgment on people according to their economic 
status, a practice that, regrettably, is quite normal. What James is saying to us this day is that following Jesus calls us to an 
abnormal attitude toward people. We are to see all people as Jesus sees them--as loved, as worthy, as important in the 
Kingdom of God.  James writes, “My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favoritism.”  
If you show special attention to the man wearing fine clothes and say, ‘Here’s a good seat for you,’ but say to the poor man, 
‘You stand there’ or ‘Sit on the floor by my feet,’ have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil 
thoughts? “Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich 
in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those who love him?” That’s an abnormal way of looking at life, but that is the 
Jesus way. How normal is it for the Son of God to give his life for our sins?  Thank God, Jesus was abnormal. If he wasn’t we 
wouldn’t have a chance.  Why would any normal being give their life on a cross for a sinful world? 


