
Pentecost 
It was impossible for the disciples to contain or retrain their joy on that f irst Pentecost. They were 

so happy and so boisterous that people passing by thought them of being intoxicated. Imagine people 
driving by your church and seeing you so excited and happy that they think you were drunk. The image is 
mind-boggling. Many of us long to see the church infused with the same joy, the same love, the same 
energizing power that characterized the church on the day of that f irst Pentecost. We need to understand, 
however, that the first Pentecost was a unique event in human history. The descent of the Holy Spirit on 
the church on that sacred day was an act of God, not of man.  It was not something that was conjured by 
the disciples. As an act of God, we need to see some of the very important implications.   

First, Pentecost serves to remind us that the church is the creation of God – not man. We are unlike 
any other institution in that respect. Beginning with Christ 's selection of the twelve disciples and continuing 
through his crucif ixion, his resurrection, his ascension and climaxing on the Day of Pentecost, the church 
was born in the mind of God long before anyone was ever baptized, or the first Lord's Supper was 
served.  Note the scene at the church's birth. The disciples were gathered all together in one place.  No 
one turned to Simon Peter and said, "Pete, you call the meeting to order. And after Matt has the invocation, 
we will get on with the business of starting this new organization called the church."  
Nothing like that occurred. The Scripture tells us simply that as they were gathered in one place, "suddenly 
a sound came from heaven like a mighty wind, and it f i l led all the house where they were sitt ing. And there 
appeared to them tongues as of f ire, distributed and resting on each of them. And they were all f i l led with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance." That is how the 
church was born not from below but from above.  That is a most encouraging truth to me.  Individual local 
churches may lose their way. Even great denominations may fade into history. But the church of Jesus 
Christ cannot fail. Why? Because it is not a human Invention but a Divine Intervention. If the church of our 
generation fails, God will raise up a new and bolder church to take its place. The church is the creation of 
God.   

Second, Pentecost reminds us that the church exists for one primary purpose is to communicate to 
the world the love of god revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord!   Notice the manifestation of tongues. There 
were "tongues of f ire, distributed and resting on each of them." Then they began to "speak in other tongues, 
as the Spirit gave them utterance."  This isn't speaking in tongues in the usual sense because there were 
no interpreters present. Interpreters were not needed because every person present from many different 
nations all heard the disciples in his own language. What an amazing miracle of communication!  The 
purpose of the church is to communicate the Good News of God's love revealed in Christ.  This is our #1 
Priority!  

Third, the goal of Pentecost is the creation of a new community of unity and not division! Peoples 
from many different nations were present and each heard the Gospel in his own tongue. The good news is 
not restricted to one nation or one race or one class of people.  The Gospel cuts across every dividing line 
in society. The description of the early church following this Pentecost experience record: "And all who 
believed were together and had all things in common; and they sold their possessions and goods and 
distributed them to all, as any had need. And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread 
in their homes, they partook of food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all 
the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved."  The Christian 
faith is a communal faith. "Wherever two or three are gathered together in my name, there I am also."  

The purpose of the Pentecost event was not simply the saving of individual souls, but the creation 
of a new unified community. That community was and is the church. And I am not exaggerating when I say 
that our future will be determined by how well we live up to the standard of love set by the early church.  It 
is only right, then, that we should pray that we might be a Pentecostal church. The church at Pentecost was 
the creation of God, not of man. The church at Pentecost was a church that communicated the Good News 
of Jesus Christ to all persons. The church at Pentecost was a community of faith, hope and love.  I pray 
that is what the church will be today! 


