
Remembering the Fallen 

It was a spring morning in 1866, just after the Civil War that had devastated the South. A group of 

Southerners, primarily women, did something quite extraordinary. They marched down the streets 

of what was left of their town to a cemetery. There they decorated the graves of the all soldiers, 

Union as well as Confederate.  These mothers, daughters and widows had buried their dead, now 

they buried their hatred. The time for healing had come. It was the first Memorial Day.  Have you 

ever wondered why Memorial Day is marked in May?  Its date doesn't recall some historic battle. Or 

the start of some war. Or the signing of an armistice. Why, then, May?  It’s a very practical reason. 

It is a Time When Flowers Bloom. Flowers with which to decorate graves. There are those who 

remember when Memorial Day was called Decoration Day and when the cemeteries were filled with 

people kneeling to plant a flower or place a garland or unfurl a flag or to say a prayer. Some still do.  

Memorial Day is about remembering the fallen heroes and honoring their sacrifices on our behalf.  

Memorial Day is not the unofficial start of summer. It’s a time to remember those who gave their lives 

so that we can enjoy all the freedoms they fought so hard for us to experience. Sadly, the true 

meaning of Memorial Day is mostly overlooked and sometimes forgotten.  John 15:13 “Greater love 

has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.”  More than 1,200,000 have given 

their life fighting for the price of Americas Freedom. These brave died fighting for something they 

believed in they thought was bigger than they were and they paid the ultimate price for our freedom.  

To honor their sacrifice is not to glorify war. It would be nice if we lived in a world where all people 

desired peace and treated everyone with love and respect.  I long for the day when we never again 

would we have to depend upon military might to enforce justice. But such a world does not yet exist. 

We do not know what dangers may yet await us.  The need for a military force will more than likely 

never disappear until Christ returns. Thankfully through the century’s young men, and sometimes 

young women, have been sacrificed in the cause of one noble ideal after another.  

This coming Memorial Day on May 27, I want to encourage you to remember those who have served 

and made the sacrifice for the freedoms we enjoy today. Plan to participate in one of the area services 

of remembrance. At the very least take some time to pause and say a prayer of thanks for all who 

have paid for your freedoms with their lives.  Always remember that our freedom is not free, and we 

are here today as a result of men and women who loved our country so much that they valued your 

freedoms over their own lives.     

 


