Are You Looking For Wonderful Things in 2018?
In 1922 archaeologist, Howard Carter was completing nearly fifteen years of digging in the
famous Valley of the Kings in Egypt. He was hoping to find the royal tomb of Pharaoh
Tutankhamen. Having found nothing, his days of digging were coming to an end. Money was
running out. Then workers discovered sixteen stairs leading into the earth. Thousands of baskets
filled with rocks and sand had to be carried away, but eventually a door was found at the end of a
long passageway. Carter drilled a small hole in the door and stuck an iron-testing rod into a dark,
blank space. He then inserted a candle into the hole and peered in. As his eyes grew accustomed
to the light, details emerged into his view, and he saw strange animals, statues, and everywhere
the glint of gold. He wrote of that moment, "For the moment, I was struck dumb with
amazement." A partner asked, "Can you see anything?" And Carter's reply was, "Yes, wonderful
things." I pray that as you and I look into this New Year and see wonderful things.
A certain king had two servants. To the first he said, "I want you to travel for six months through
my kingdom and bring back a sample of every weed you can find." To the second servant the
king said, "I want you to travel through my kingdom for six months and bring back a sample of
every flower you can find." Six months later, both servants stood before the king. To the first,
the king asked, "Have you carried out my command?" The first servant answered, I have, and I
was amazed to find there were so many weeds in the kingdom. In fact, there is nothing but weeds
in this kingdom!"
To the king's question the second servant also answered, "I have, and I am amazed how many
beautiful flowers there are in the kingdom. In fact, there is nothing but beautiful flowers in this
kingdom!" These two servants each found what they were looking for. So do we. As we look
into this New Year one of the greatest influences as to whether or not we will experience great
things in our lives is determined in part by what we are looking for. Are you looking for weeds
or beautiful flowers?

