
FINAL
MINUTES OF THE STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE COMMISSION
January 11, 2023
Present:  Bill Abeles, Sr., Ken Brown, Brian Connolly, Chair; Katherine Foreman, Treasurer, Mark Halsey, & Gary Heichel  
 

1. Brian Connolly convened the Virtual Meeting at 7:03 pm.
2. The minutes of the December 14, 2022, meeting was approved as distributed.  
3. December Endowment Accounts Reports:  Brian summarized that the Endowment Accounts were down 2.6 to 3.7% 

for the month of December, and down 14.5 to 17% for the year 2022.   In response to a question about the Hollingsworth          
Endowment, Katherine advised that Vestry had approved using funds from the account to reimburse the Parish for its   
payments to the Rector for his Seminary loan for 3 more years.

4. Update on the 2022 Pledge Campaign for 2023:  Katherine reported that as of Jan. 11, 2023, 95 pledges had been 
received totaling $295,192 for an average pledge of $3,107. In comparison, the 2021 Annual Report listed 98 pledges 
budgeted for receipt of $312,000 during 2022, for an average pledge of $3,184.

5. Update on the Annual Financial Report for 2022, and Proposed Budget for 2023:  On behalf of Katherine, Brian 
distributed the 2022 Financial Report and Proposed 2023 Budget about 90 minutes before the meeting. Katherine advised 
that Vestry had approved Budget B of the three versions Stewardship discussed in December.  It is a "status quo" budget 
calling for the employment of a 75% time Minister of Music, funding for recruitment & interview expenses, and no 
additional staff positions.  Final compensation & benefits will follow guidelines of the professional organization of church 
organists.

6. Annual Report of the Stewardship & Finance Commission:  Brian is finalizing a draft & will circulate it tomorrow for 
review. It  is due to Melonie next Monday, 1/16/23.

7. Personnel:  Brian advised that he will resign as Chair of the Stewardship & Finance Commission effective January 
31, 2023, and called for volunteers for the position.  There were no immediate responses.  Katherine reminded us that she 
will resign as Treasurer on February 28, 2023. A successor to her is being sought.  The rest of the Commission members 
collectively expressed their thanks and appreciation to Brian & Katherine for their fine leadership & service.  Katherine 
advised that Frances George resigned from the Vestry, so Stewardship & Finance is without representation on or liaison 
to that governing body.

8. Additions to the Agenda:  Bill, Sr. advised that he has a lead on a person who is willing to guide members of the 
Parish with responsibilities in communication on the preparation and placement of press releases about St. John's 
programs and activities in the local newspaper. The group suggested that Bill contact the Welcoming Commission with 
this information.

9. There being no further business, the Virtual Meeting was adjourned at 7:32 pm.

Stewardship Commission meeting highlights:
    A.  We have no motions for Vestry to consider.
    B.  For purposes of the Annual Meeting, we report that the Pledge Campaign garnered 95 pledges committing $295,192     
          towards income of the Parish for 2023. In comparison, the 2022 Pledge Campaign garnered 98 pledges committing         
         $312,000.
    C.  Brian Connolly will resign as Chair of Stewardship & Finance effective the end of January, 2023.
    D. Owing to the resignation of Frances George, Stewardship & Finance is without a liaison to Vestry.
          
These minutes are submitted by:  Gary Heichel


