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Ramblings from the Rector on . . . 

the Holy Name
Every Christmas season comes with its pros and cons.  Every Christmas season 
has things to celebrate and things that are problematic.

For instance, when Christmas falls on a Tuesday, like it did in 2018, we get to 
celebrate 12th Night on a Saturday evening and the Feast of the Epiphany (when 
we commemorate the arrival of the magi) on Sunday.  When Christmas falls on 
a Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, or Saturday, we get Christmas music for the next 
two Sundays.  But that is balanced with Epiphany falling in the middle of the 
week so the wise men get short changed.  And when it falls on a Saturday, that 
means clergy, choir, and altar guild work overtime with Christmas Eve on Friday, 
Christmas Day on Saturday, and the First Sunday after Christmas the next day – 
like the Easter Triduum of Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and Easter, I refer to this 
as the Christmas Triduum.  

Christmas on a Monday, as far as the church calendar is concerned, is my least 
favorite because the day before is the Fourth Sunday of Advent.  This means that 
Sunday morning we have the Fourth Sunday of Advent services, then we imme-
diately turn around and prep the church for the two Christmas Eve services later 
that night, followed by Christmas Day.  Full disclosure:  I’m not looking forward 
to Christmas 2023.

This most recent Christmas fell on Sunday, which is special in its own particular 
way.  An upside to this is that Epiphany falls on a Friday, which makes for a good 
night to have an Epiphany party, celebrate the arrival of the wise men, and ex-
change gifts.  The downside to this is that we don’t get to celebrate either the First 



2

or Second Sunday after Christmas because January 1, the Feast of the Holy Name, 
also falls on a Sunday.  An upside, though, is we get to celebrate a Feast Day we nor-
mally don’t celebrate.

Just what is the Feast of the Holy Name?  This Feast falls eight days after Christmas 
and was known in previous Prayer Books as the Feast of the Circumcision, follow-
ing the Jewish law that all male children were to be circumcised eight days after 
their birth.  This was also when the child was officially named.  The Gospel of Luke 
records this event at 2:21 – “After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise 
the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was con-
ceived in the womb.”

This name of Jesus is important.  We are read in Matthew 1:21 that the angel tells 
Joseph to name the child Jesus, “for he will save his people from their sins.”  In He-
brew, Jesus means “Savior” or “Deliverer.”  The name is also related to Joshua, an-
other great character of the Bible who led the Israelites into the Promised Land.  As 
the genealogies of Matthew and Luke connected Jesus to the history of Israel, his 
name also connects him to their history and how God worked through certain cho-
sen people to lead them to freedom.

In addition to that, the name of Jesus also stresses his humanity.  The name of God 
is unknown and unknowable, as it is part of the mystery that we attempt to live into.  
The name of Jesus, however, indicates that he received a human name because he 
was a human being, a man of flesh and blood, who died a very human death.  That 
human being, of course, was also the Son of God who defeated death and Satan 
through his resurrection and is the Savior of the world.

I think one of the best summaries of the name of Jesus and of his dual nature can 
be found in Hymn 435, “At the Name of Jesus.”  In this hymn we not only hear that 
every knee shall bow and every tongue confess him King of glory, but we also hear, 
“who from the beginning was the mighty Word,” that he received a name from the 
lips of sinners, that he brought it back victorious from death, that he will reign over 
the earth in glory, and finally we hear the author pleading with us to let his will en-
fold us in light and power.

That “every knee shall bow and every tongue confess” line is taken from Philippians 
2:9-11 where Paul quotes from an early Christ hymn and says, “Therefore God also 
highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the 
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name of Jesus every knee should bend in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.”

You can google “name of Jesus” and find everything from how the named changed 
from Yeshua to Jesus over time to the 50 names of God/Jesus to how to claim the 
power of that name and everything in-between and beyond.  Some of these websites 
and articles are informative, and others . . . less so (such as “How to make the name 
of Jesus work for you”).

Ultimately Jesus is the name that is above every name, but it is not a name of mag-
ical incantation or a “Get Out of Jail Free” card.  It is the name which signifies this 
man’s humanity and divinity.  It is the name of the man who gave us the perfect 
example of living in unity with God.  It is the name of the One who was raised from 
sin and death and redeemed the world.

The Collect for Holy Name reads in part:  “Plant in every heart the love of him who 
is the Savior of the world.”  Another ancient Collect for this day says, “Grant, we 
beseech thee, that we may be defended by his perpetual divinity.”

This Feast of the Holy Name brings to mind that it isn’t necessarily the name of 
Jesus in and of itself that is holy and powerful (as Shakespeare said, “A rose by any 
other name would still smell as sweet”); but what that name recalls and the story it 
invokes that gives it its power.  The name of Jesus is holy and powerful because the 
person who bore that name was incarnate from the Holy Spirit.  The name of Jesus 
is holy and powerful because a young woman said, “Yes” to God.  The name of Jesus 
is holy and powerful because the person who bore that name is the Second Person 
of the Godhead.  The name of Jesus is holy and powerful because through his death 
he destroyed sin and death.

The name of Jesus is holy and powerful because it leads us to true freedom and 
union with God.  It is this which we celebrate on the Feast of the Holy Name and on 
which we attempt to model our lives.

Blessings,

Todd+
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Discretionary Report
Current Month

Beginning Balance (Nov. 14):    $ 2,701.00

Deposits:        
Misc.      $        0.00

Subtotal      $ 2,701.00

Expenditures:
  11/21 Rent Assistance   $  -500.00
  11/28 Rent Assistance   $  -200.00
  12/14 Martins Gift Card   $  -100.00
 
Balance as of December 14:    $1,901.00 

The Rector’s Discretionary Fund is used to directly assist people in immediate need, 
or for those things not specifically covered in the budget.  If you would like to finan-
cially assist with this ministry, please contact the office or send a check memo’d “Disc. 
Fund.”

You can also help buy purchasing Martin’s or Sheets Gift Cards and donating them 
for me to hand out as needed.

Blessings,

Todd+
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Slate of Candidates Named

After more than a year of prayer and discernment, the Standing Committee and Bishop 
Search Committee are pleased to present the following slate of candidates for Bishop Coad-
jutor of Maryland (the XV Bishop of Maryland):

• The Rev. Carrie Schofield-Broadbent, Canon to the Ordinary for Transition and 
Church Development, Diocese of Central New York

• The Rev. Alissa Newton, Canon for Congregational Development and Leadership For-
mation and Vicar, St. Columba’s Episcopal Church, Kent, WA, Diocese of Olympia

• The Rev. Gregg Morris, Rector, St. Andrew’s, Downers Grove, IL, Diocese of Chicago
• The Rev. J. Randolph Alexander Jr., Rector, Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill, Alexan-

dria, VA, Diocese of Virginia

Information on the candidates can be found on our Bishop Slate page.  Candidates will visit 
locations around the diocese in the new year for meet and greet sessions that will give clergy 
and communicants the opportunity to engage directly with them prior to the electing con-
vention.  The electing convention will be held on March 25, 2023, at St. John’s, Ellicott City.  
More information on both the meet and greets and the convention will be available soon. 
Please visit our Bishop Search page often for updates.

We are grateful for the faithful support of the people of the Diocese of Maryland, the Bishop 
Search Committee, whose dedication and hard work produced our slate, and to the Transi-
tion Committee who will usher us into the next phase of the process.

The release of the slate also marks the beginning of the petition process, details of which can 
be found on our Bishop Search page.  That process will close on January 4, 2023.

We ask that you refrain from direct engagement with the candidates themselves.  Any ques-
tions you have for the candidates can be directed to the Transition Committee at transi-
tion@episcopalmaryland.org for use at the meet and greets.

We ask your continued prayers for our diocese, for our bishops and diocesan staff, for the 
Transition Committee, and for our candidates.

The Standing Committee of the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland
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Music Notes
Epiphany Hymn for Meditation

Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord, to thee we raise,
manifested by the star to the sages from afar;
branch of royal David’s stem in thy birth at Bethlehem;
Anthems be to thee addressed, God in man made manifest.

Manifest at Jordan’s stream, Prophet, Priest, and King supreme;
and at Cana, wedding guest, in thy Godhead manifest;
manifest in power divine, changing water into wine;
anthems be to thee addressed, God in man made manifest.

Manifest in making whole palsied limbs and fainting soul;
manifest in valiant fight, quelling all the devil’s might;
manifest in gracious will, ever bringing good from ill;
anthems be to thee addressed, God in man made manifest.

Manifest on mountain height, shining in resplendent light,
where disciples filled with awe thy transfigured glory saw.
When from there thou leddest them steadfast to Jerusalem,
cross and Easter Day attest God in man made manifest.

Words: Stanzas 1-3, Christopher Wordsworth (1807-1885); stanzas 4, F. Bland Tucker
 (1895-1984).
Music: melody Jakob Hintze (1622-1702); harmonization, Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-
1750).

Biblical Reference to Singing

Come, let us sing to the Lord; let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation. – Psalm 
95:1

Biblical Reference to Trumpets

They came to Jerusalem, with harps and lyres and trumpets, to the house of the Lord. 
- 2 Chronicles 20:28
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Mark King’s Retirement

As I’m sure you have heard by now, Mark King is retiring after serving this parish as the 
Minister of Music for the past 28 years, as well as offering his musical talents to the wider 
community.  Over those 28 years he has served with four different Rectors – not always 
an easy task.  And while Rectors come and go, the one constant for many of us has been 
Mark and the music program he worked so hard to build.  

I cannot tell you how much Mark has meant to me personally during my time at Saint 
John’s.  I have enjoyed collaborating with him on everything from service planning to de-
bating different hymns to organizing events.  In addition to all those “behind the scenes” 
interactions, the in-service rapport we have developed over the past six years has been, in 
my opinion, second to none.  It is such a blessing to not worry about when, or if, music 
will play when it is supposed to.  That has been instrumental (no pun intended) in allow-
ing me to participate in the Sunday service as worship rather than as my job.

He told me that he started as a church musician when he was just 16 years old.  That is 
more than long enough, and he decided that this was the right time to retire.  Before com-
ing to Saint John’s he served congregations in Atlanta and his hometown of Pittsburgh.  

Mark will not be selling off all his earthly possessions in order to perpetually live on cruise 
ships, however, as there are some things he still wants to do in the area.  Number One on 
his list is to continue teaching at Shepherd University.  He will also continue offering pri-
vate piano/organ lessons.  So don’t be surprised if you bump into him at Martins or a local 
concert.

Please join us in Trimble Hall for a celebratory luncheon following the 10:15 service on 
January 29 as we celebrate and give thanks for Mark’s ministry to Saint John’s and the 
Hagerstown area.

Todd+
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Attention All Chili Makers!

Get out your best chili recipe, and see if your entry will win the St. John’s Best Chili 
Award! This lively event will be held Saturday, February 11 at 5pm in Trimble Hall. 
Everyone is invited to come and taste a variety of chili made by the talented cooks of 
our congregation. Anyone can enter, just bring a crockpot full of your best chili. We will 
have a panel of judges who will taste each of the chili entries and determine who will 
win THE BEST CHILI AWARD.

Mark your calendars for February 11th at 5pm, and become part of the St. John’s Great 
Chili Cook Off!

This event is being jointly sponsored by the Welcoming and Parish Life Commissions.
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The Dessert Raffle, 2022!

We thank all who prepared special cakes, candy, cookies, bread & Jams, pie, dumplings, and 
cheesecakes for the Dessert Raffle this year!!  It was wonderful to be a part of this project on 
many levels --we had 15 happy winners and $403 collected from the raffle!  St. John’s Family 
Shelter, Inc. will receive the monies collected.   If you were unable to participate in this event 
and would still like to contribute, please feel free to write a check for any amount payable to 
“St. John’s Family Shelter, Inc.” and put it in the offering plate or send to the church office.
St. John’s Family Shelter, Inc. is located on 14-16 Randolph Avenue, providing five sepa-
rate apartments for families who would otherwise not be allowed to stay together or have a 
warm place to put their heads at night.  This is the only Shelter in Hagerstown that allows 
Mom/Dad/and Children to be under one roof, all together, during such a difficult time in 
their lives. 

Reach Cold Weather Shelter Update

Sign ups for the Reach Cold Weather Shelter will continue thru January. You can sign up 
after both the 8:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. services, by phone or email. Please contact Missy 
McCray at 717-420-7118 or by emailing Nmmjj101119@gmail.com.

Thank You, St. John’s Santas

Many thanks to all the St. John’s Santas who participated in this year’s Christmas Shoe Box 
program.  On December 7, we delivered brightly wrapped shoe boxes full of Christmas 
presents for 61 needy children at Bester Elementary School.  That was 21 more boxes than 
last year. We are blessed to have so many individuals to share their “riches” with those 
who are less fortunate while letting them know they are not forgotten. What a wonderful 
way to show the love of God and add joy to others’ Christmas. Grateful thanks also to the 
volunteers who shopped and wrapped shoe boxes for parishioners who couldn’t shop for 
themselves but donated funds for this wonderful project.

`
Lou Lamb and the SOC

Prayer Shawl Ministry

There has been interest in restarting Prayer Shawl Ministry. If you are interested 
in knitting or crocheting Prayer Shawls please contact Dusty Graham by emailing    
dustyg350@gmail.com or calling (301) 991-5612.
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Treasurer Needed

As I’m sure you have heard by now, Katherine Foreman has resigned as Treasurer effective 
March 1, 2023.  While I understand her desire to resign from this particular ministry af-
ter serving for six years, I am sad to see her go.  She has been a blessing to work with and 
brought considerable skill, knowledge, and detail to the job.

Resigning on March 1 will get us through the 2023 budget process, year-end fiscal responsi-
bilities, and the annual Parochial Report.  It will also provide the time for her to work with a 
new person.

If you have the expertise and desire to follow Katherine as our next Treasurer, I would be 
more than happy to discuss the position with you.  Alternatively, if you know of someone 
who has this particular skill set and would be willing to work with us, please let me know 
that as well.

This is a critical position within the church and I am hopeful we can fill it before Katherine 
leaves. If you have not had the opportunity to thank Katherine for her service, please do so. 
She will be greatly missed, both as our Treasurer and as a colleague in the office.

Blessings,

Todd+
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The Annual Meeting 
Sunday, January 22, 2023 –

Please Sign Up For Lunch Reservations

The annual meeting will be in-person and is scheduled for the 4th Sunday of Janu-
ary after the 10:15 worship service. The Parish Life Commission will prepare lunch 
and would like to get a better idea of how many folks we should plan for.    A SIGN 
UP SHEET will be on the table outside of the choir room. Please SIGN UP to let us 
know how many in your household will be attending.  You may also make reser-
vations by calling Betty Markle at 301-432-8871 or Susan Rauth at 240-818-4354.  
Thank you!

Nursery Update

The Christian Formation Commission is happy to report that the nursery is up and run-
ning again and ready to care for our littlest parishioners and visitors.  Already we have 
had several parents take advantage of the program, as we have cared for five children so 
far.

There are a core group of volunteers who have agreed to staff the nursery each Sun-
day.  As I mentioned last month, all volunteers have taken the Safe Church training and 
cleared a background check; these steps being yet one more way we can ensure parents 
that their children will be safe while in the hands of another.

You may also remember that the nursery is in need of several items.  A “Nursery Show-
er” has been set up with Target which will run until June 24, 2023.  If you are willing to 
help us complete setting up the nursery, please click on the link provided to be taken to 
the Nursery Registry.

A big THANK YOU to those who have already purchased items and/or have donated 
gift cards, as well as a big THANK YOU to those who are volunteering their time caring 
for our little ones.
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You Are Invited!

The Adult Forum of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Hagerstown MD invites you to join a 
fascinating journey through “The Dark Ages!” In this Zoom series, Prof. Luke Timothy 
Johnson will take us from The Acts of the Apostles to The Reformation, shining light 
on the amazing story of how a small, backwater group of believers grew into the domi-
nant religion of the world.

Prof. Johnson is the Robert W. Woodruff Professor of New Testament and Christian 
Origins at Emory University. Prof. Johnson was a Benedictine monk before earning a 
Ph. D. in New Testament Studies from Yale University.

Beginning January 26th, 2023, the Adult Forum will present Prof. Johnson’s lecture 
series from 8 to 9 p.m. with his video lecture and our group discussion. Plan to come 
along on this deep dive into this least understood period of history that formed who 
we are today, both culturally and religiously.

If you have NOT previously signed up for the Adult Forum, please send an e-mail 
to ayrer1937@gmail.com and you will receive the Zoom information just before the 
meeting date.

Sunday School Returns

Mark your calendar for January 29!  Sunday School classes for children and adults 
will be offered at 9am. Stay tuned for more information in January!com).

Attention High Schoolers!

It is time to register for Happening!  What is Happening?  Happening is a youth retreat 
organized and run by the high school youth leaders of the diocese.  Who can participate?  
It’s open for all high school-aged teens.  So grab your friends and get registered now!  

Remember that the Diocese and St. John’s both have scholarships available for this activity. 
 
To register, go to the Diocese of Maryland’s page for the youth and click on “events” and 
download the registration for Happening!
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Tidbits of St. John’s history

Some years ago the Vestry kindly assigned the previous office of the Preschool, at 
the end of the classroom hallway, as a place dedicated to storing the archival docu-
ments and pictures of our church. Ellen Collins and Dusty Graham moved all our 
paperwork onto shelves and filing cabinets to be stored in one area instead of scat-
tered all over the church and office. Charlie Chaney and Melonie spent many hours 
scanning all our documents to be saved to our server.

Our history is a part of all of us that brought us to what we are today. This is a 
beginning of a new section for Soundings for this year to celebrate our 125th ?an-
niversary . These will be random tidbits about our Parish’s history.

We will eventually have an open house after our church services for anyone who is 
interested to come and see what we have stored there. 

Our present location is the third church building after being a part of All Saint’s in 
Frederick. We started in 1744 when a Priest rode over the mountain from Freder-
ick to bring the sacraments. The first permanent location was on South Mulberry 
St, where our current graveyard is located with one of the gravestones listing the 
town as Elizabethtown, the name Jonathan Hager originally gave to Hagerstown.
 
The congregation grew, so they purchased land to build a new larger church. The 
second location was the NE corner of Jonathan St (now Summit Ave) & W. Antie-
tam St, where the current Dagmar is located. This building burned, so the current 
land was purchased to build a third church building. The cornerstone as laid Sept. 
4, 1872.
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Where are two non-eagle birds located? 

Can you guess what type they are?

Answer: A pelican & Phoenix in 2 stained glass windows located in the front left and back right.
Saint John’s 

Mystery Question (and Answer)
 of the Month
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Judy Myers  1/2
Phillip Barlup  1/3
Priscilla Laguerre  1/4
Lauri Ricker  1/5
Christina Argueso  1/6
Bruce Massey   1/6
Julie Adkins  1/7
Yolanda Velazquez  1/7
Bob Markle   1/13
Ashley Myers-Brown  1/14
Katherine Foreman  1/15
Rob Slocum   1/15

Linda C. Jones  1/19
Ron Freitag  1/21
Beth Kaetzel   1/22
Bonna Nakopoulos  1/24
Sareen Hebb   1/25
Claire Kaetzel   1/27
Timothy Coyer 1/29
Denise Foreman  1/29
Benjamin Overcash  1/29
Ron Myers   1/30
Janice Seekford 1/31

Mark & Helen Cook  1/18
Karen & Ron Freitag  1/24

HappyAnniversary!


