
St. John’s Parish 
Vestry Minutes 
May 25, 2022 

 
 

Present: Fr. Todd Young, Rector, Bob Speelman, Sr. Warden, Bruce Massey, Will Godwin, David McKinley, Betty Markle,  
Sue Ellen Spotts, Bob Ayrer, Katherine Foreman, David Davis, Deanna Soulis, Kathy Argueso, Frances George, Evvie 
Williams, Jose Velazquez, Deacon Sue Wert 
 
 
              I.     Meeting called to order at 7:00pm 

a. Vestry held a “hybrid” zoom and in person meeting in which the people listed above participated. 
b.  Prayers were read from pages 117-126 of the BCP 
c. Scripture passage was read by Bob Ayrer from Luke chapter 24. A brief discussion of that passage  

ensued. 
d. A motion was made by Deanna Soulis and seconded by Bob Ayrer to approve the minutes of April 27. 

             II.    Reports 
a. Treasurer – Katherine Foreman – report submitted as printed and archived 
b. Rector – Fr. Todd Young – report submitted as printed and archived 

          i. Father Todd was not called to jury duty. 
                      c. Sr. Warden – Bob Speelman – report submitted as printed and archived 

 i. Sr. Warden asks commission members if they know of any people who are willing to drive the 
van or who may be interested in helping in other ways.  

           ii. A member of the vestry had a question about the cost of running the van. This led to a discussion 
              about alternatives to the van.  
                      d.    Jr. Warden – report submitted as printed and archived 
            i. The Safe Children Program is to be taken by officers of the church. This program is available 
                                          online. Vestry members are asked to let Melonie know when they have completed the program. 
                                      ii. Chairs are reminded to send reports to the Jr. Warden 
          iii. Deanna is forming an ad hoc committee and asks that vestry members let her know of any  
                                          names who could serve on this committee.  

e. Deacon Sue Wert - Report submitted as printed and archived. 
         i. Deacon Sue is registered with Target. Anyone who would like to donate to her can do so from  
            there. 

f. St. John’s Shelter – Report submitted as printed and archived. 
          i. As of May 19 the shelter is full.  

                      g. Strategic planning – Bruce Massey – report submitted as printed and archived. 
            i. The committee continues to meet weekly. They are in the process of developing an interim report 
                with a summary of the surveys. Bruce has requested a special meeting for presentation of this  
                                           report. The report will be ready in 3 weeks and will take more than 1 hour to present. A  
                                           discussion was held as to when to present the report with various Vestry members contributing.                 
                                           As a date and time could not be agreed upon, Bruce asked to regroup on finding a date to give  
                                           the report. It was suggested that there could be 2 sessions to present the report.   
            III.      Old Business 

a. Awaiting further review 
         i. Communication Covenant: David McKinley 
                  1. Nothing to add 
         ii. Vestry Goals: Goal development deferred until Strategic Planning committee submits report 

                                                1. Nothing to add 
               
             

 



              IV.   New Business 
        a. Commissions 
        b. Elections of Convention Delegates 
        i. Fr. Todd made a request for people to serve as convention delegates at this year’s convention to be            
                                      held Nov 11 and Nov 12. 
        ii. It was not known if this was a zoom or in person meeting. 
       iii. Fr. Todd made a motion that Mark Halsey and Sue Ellen Spotts serve as delegates with Evvie  
                                       Williams as the alternate. Bruce Massey seconded the motion.  
         1. The motion passed. 
                      c. College for Congregational Development 
         i. A group in their second year from the College for Congregational Development will be here at the  
                         request of Rev. Kristen Klantz (sp?) Tuesday June 7 from 9:30 – 11:30am. 
                     ii. These participants are sent from different churches to see how we do things.  
                                  iii. The group will meet in the nave.  
                                  iv. Ellen Collins will also be there to give her talk.   
         d. Bishop Doll Scholarship 
         i. Scholarships to the underprivileged are offered in conjunction with St. Mary’s Seminary. 
                      ii. Deanna expressed she would like to give to this scholarship in honor of Bishop Doll who was a  
                                        wonderful man. 
        iii. Those who wish to donate may do so.  
           e. Kelly Gearhart 
                                    i. Kelly is in the process of discernment. Fr. Todd is working with her. Kelly needs vestry approval to 
            move to the next step. The vestry is asked if they will sign off on Kelly taking the next step. This          
            question resulted in a lively discussion. Some vestry were not sure what they were signing off   
                                       about, other vestry members had questions about Kelly’s educational background and yet others  
                                       did not feel they knew Kelly all that well.  
        ii. Deacon Sue was asked to tell of some of her experiences while undergoing the discernment       
                                       process. 
                                  iii. A motion was made by Sue Ellen Spotts to table vestry approval until there is clearer direction as  
                                       to what is expected regarding Kelly. David McKinley seconded the motion.  

1. Motion passed 
              f. Reparations Program 

i. The Reparations Program is a Diocesan program designed to repair damage to persons of color by  
donating a portion of endowment to a reparations fund.  

       ii. Fr. Todd reported that 6 agencies will be awarded funds and that a Hagerstown agency won some  
           of the reparations money.  
                    g. Pride Day Participation 
             i. Some details of participating in Pride Day were discussed.             
       ii. St. John’s has a booth in Doubs Woods for the July 9th event.  
                                 iii. There will be additional specifics in the near future. A suggestion was made to put this information     
                                      in June Soundings.  
           V.   Commission Reports 
                   a. Commission – Liaison 
                   b. Welcoming – David McKinley 
                     i. David reports they are working on the virtual tour and hope to have it finished soon.  
     c. Christian Stewardship – Frances George 
       i. Frances reports there were 4 items discussed in depth. Some of those items were: 
                   1. Underutilization of the van. Should we leave the van as it is or dispose of the van and  
              repurpose the money to use for something else.   
    2. Director of Youth Ministry and Communications Director 
    3. Invite Parish Financial Advisor Bill Abeles to advise about the use of various funds.  
                  d. Service and Outreach – Bruce Massey 
            i. The yard sale of May 21 was very successful. 



       ii.  Service and Outreach is selling gift cards again. They are looking for volunteers to sell the cards.  
              e. Parish Life – Betty Markle 
                  i. There will be a one-day raffle to benefit the Episcopal Relief for Ukrainian Refugees. 
              f. Fabric and Grounds – Jose Velazquez 
       i. Bob Speelman says he has talked to Bob Rauth about the gate. Final measurements have been       
                                    taken. 
              g. Christian Formation – Sue Ellen Spotts 
       i. Liaison Sue Ellen Spotts says they would like to try to have 2 intergenerational events. 
      ii. The dates and times suggested were July 24 and August 14, after church with possibly a meal 
           and activity stations.  
             h. Spiritual Life Ministry – Evvie Williams   
       i. Evvie reports she spoke with Fr. Todd about altar guild responsibilities.             
          VI.  Topics the Rector, Sr. Warden, and Jr. Warden need to be aware of. 
                     i. Betty asks if the ushers could begin passing the plate again and could this help the church income. 
          Fr. Todd replied that he would see what the protocols were.  
          VII. Topics to be promptly communicated to the Parish. 
                 i. Bob Speelman asks for volunteers such as Ushers, etc.  
          VIII. Compline – Bob Ayrer / Frances George 
         i. Frances BCP. P. 132 
                                   ii. BCP.  P. 127 
       iii. Bob P.129   Psalm 31 
       iv. Bob P.131   Psalm 134 
          IX. Adjournment 
       i. Sr. Warden Bob Speelman adjourned the meeting at 9:00pm 
          X. Good of the Order 
        Respectfully Submitted,  
         Anne Morin for Ruth Ann Ogle, Registrar 


