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Ramblings from the Rector on . . .

Thank You. 
Now that our Lenten observance is ended . . . we are hopefully moving forward in the 
life of the resurrected Jesus.  Hopefully we are seeing places where life is changed, not 
ended.  Hopefully we are finding ways to share the Good News of God in Christ and 
invite people to join us as we worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness while also 
looking for ways to reach out and serve the people in our wider community.

As it does every year, Lent ends with Holy Week.  That journey this year also included 
forms of regathering as we had moved into the post-omicron green phase and were 
welcoming people back into the building with more of our safety protocols changed or 
removed.  The plans for Holy Week and Easter included lectors, Eucharistic ministers, 
openers, closers, choir, altar guild and the return to two services (8 &10:15).  If you 
haven’t noticed, there are a lot of moving parts to our liturgy, and this was the week it 
was all coming together.

I am off on vacation (I might actually be back by the time this goes to press), but I 
wanted to make sure I said, “Thank you” to all those people who made Holy Week 
2022 a wonderful journey.

So, “Thank you.”

Thank you to everyone who stepped up to read during the services, including some 
who had never served as a lector before.  
Thank you to everyone who served as a Eucharistic minister over the week.
Thank you to David, Parker, and Pieter who ran the video so that people everywhere 
could participate in our Holy Week services.
Thank you to everyone on the altar guild, most of whom experienced their first Holy 
Week in that capacity.  They were the ones who changed the hangings, stripped the 
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church, and put it back together again in preparation for Easter.
Thank you to the choir who put in many hours of preparation for not only the hymns, but 
the psalms that were sung and the Holy Lamentations on Saturday.  If you missed any of 
the services, you missed the choir in their finest hours.
Thank you to the Pastoral Care team who dropped off notes and chocolate, reminding me 
of why I love this job so much.
Thank you to Deacon Sue who also spent all of Holy Week with us and helped make the 
liturgy a special event.

And finally, thank you to both Melonie and Mark who, if they weren’t who they were do-
ing what they do, Holy Week wouldn’t be the same without them.  

I am blessed to be serving among so many dedicated and loving people, and it’s weeks like 
this past Holy Week that make it so special.

Blessings,

Todd+

General Convention 2022

The 80th General Convention of the Episcopal Church is being held in Baltimore 
from July 5-14.  This is a huge undertaking and requires a number of volunteers to 
make this a successful event.
 
Volunteers recruited from the Diocese of Maryland and neighboring dioceses, who 
welcome guests and support the logistical work of the General Convention, have an 
opportunity to learn about the structure and governance of The Episcopal Church. 
In addition to experiencing the gathering of The Episcopal Church, volunteers 
who contribute their time have the chance to meet people from around the Church 
and connect with others in the diocese whom they would not have otherwise met. 
Please note that the Joint Standing Committee on Planning and Arrangements passed 
a resolution on December 9, 2021, that ALL attendees of the 80th General Convention, 
including volunteers, must provide proof of vaccination and wear masks.

If you would like to volunteer for this event, please click this link for the volunteer 
form or contact Father Todd.
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Ordination is Service

Perhaps you read this tweet recently, “Sometimes I joke about what I’d do if I had one day left 
to live. Eat junk, go crazy, etc. Today it hit me: Jesus knew. And he washed feet.” Although this 
tweet is almost 10 years old, it made the rounds on social media outlets during Holy Week. 
This tweet in connection with the Maundy Thursday service prompted some reflection within 
me regarding service. And more specifically ordination as service. 

I reflected on a conversation with one of my mentors where he shared thoughts on service. My 
mentor told me that after 40 years of ordained ministry as a priest he realized more each year 
why he was first ordained as a deacon. The origin of the word deacon is Greek and its defini-
tion is servant. My mentor was stressing the importance of being a servant and service as a 
priest. And to always remember that you are first a servant. 

I believe that each sacrament a priest performs is an act of service. A priest, remembering they 
are a servant, carries out these acts of service for others. The process to ordination seeks to 
assure that a priest is a worthy servant. This process involves the vestry and rector of the spon-
soring church. It also involves a spiritual director, committees, and the bishop of a diocese. 
Ultimately this process is designed to assure that a priest is one who follows Jesus’ example of 
service. 

It is humbling to think about being a servant and following Jesus’ example of serving others. As 
I walk through this process, I am reminded that others are confirming and affirming this call-
ing within me. And that ordination is the recognition of this calling. 
  

Kelly Gearhart

Information on How You Can Support Ukrainian Refugees

The war of Russian aggression in Ukraine continues to go on, disrupting thousands 
of families and killing innocent people as Russian forces continue to target civilians.  
Episcopal Relief and Development (ERD) is one of the agencies that has set up refu-
gee points offering drinks, food, blankets, and basic hygiene items for people fleeing 
the war.

If you would like to help support these humanitarian efforts you can click here for a 
link to the ERD donation page.  If you would like to read more about the ERD efforts 
in Ukraine, you can click here or search “ERD Ukraine” on Google.
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Commission Highlights for April
to Keep You In the Loop

Parish Life
• Coffee hours returned after Palm Sunday and Easter services.  Thanks to all who attended 
and helped
• Elegant reception planned for after Vocal Ensemble and Harp Program April 24.  You won’t 
want to miss either.
• Parish Picnic and Welcome Back events in planning stage

Fabric and Grounds
• Graff Garden Club has given attention to church grounds-mulching, trimming, planting.  
Thanks to all helpers
• General maintenance continues in all areas of the church and grounds
• Van passed emissions inspection.  Drivers are  needed.  If interested in a ride or driving, 
contact Charlie Chaney (301-797-5496)
• Request of $1724 to vestry for completion of alcove gate 

Service and Outreach
• HARC Walk to take place June 4. Consider pledging or walking.
• Families Helping Families will have a clothing giveaway June 25.  Gently used clothing do-
nations for all sexes, ages, and sizes appreciated
• Researching opportunities for Ukrainian assistance
• Pantry on the Go scheduled for May 14
• Lunches for Potomac Towers being provided by parishioners. Next lunch is May 31.  Gen-
erous thank you to all who have helped.

Welcoming 
• Video tour of church by Highrock to take place Monday, May 9. Church interior closed 
from 9-12 for taping
• Antietam Cable has begun pop-up ads to target our church .  Data will be returned to ana-
lyze our targeted areas. 
• Welcoming Packet status to be reported at next meeting
• Investigating the possibility of a paid part time communications staff position
• Send publications for Facebook page to stjohnswelcoming101@gmail.com

Christian Formation
• Lenten activity calendar sent to children and youth in parish with suggested activities for 
each day
• Adult Forum continues on Thursday evenings.  Parish movie night are on 4th Friday of the 
month
• Bishop Doll scholarship program being investigated
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• Children Chapel to return April 24
• Discussions on Vacation Bible School or a multigenerational alternative to be continued

Stewardship and Finances
• Learned about an intergenerational giving program from The Episcopal Network for 
Stewardship, TENS, Twelve Baskets Full
• Recommended to vestry that parish pledge $600 per year for five years for a total of 
$3,000 towards the Claggett Barn Renovation Initiative. The Clagett Center is renovating 
an old barn on the property to provide needed, additional, suitable space. Claggett is an 
Episcopal facility for events and retreats
• Have had bequests from deceased parishioners -Maletzky Estate of $90,000 to Maletzky 
Youth and Young Adult Fund. Tonseth bequest of $56,000 to Unrestricted Endowment 
upon vestry approval

Spiritual Life
• Continue working on all ministries under commission as we return to two services

Deacon Sue House Fire 

Most of you know that on Easter Sunday Deacon Sue’s home was involved in a fire. 
She and Vicki were not home at the time. Their dog, Mattie, was rescued and un-
harmed. For now, they are living in temporary housing and making the best of their 
situation. 

Deacon Sue and Vicki are very thankful for all your prayers and offers of help. They 
have received assistance from their insurance company and the Red Cross. If you 
are one of the many wondering what you can do to help, please consider making a 
monetary donation to Father Todd’s discretionary fund.  In the memo section please 
mention it is for Deacon Sue.  Deacon Sue has informed me that any funds that are 
not used by her will be left in the discretionary fund to be used for others in need. 

Bob Speelman
Senior Warden
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Music Notes
Hymns for Eastertide

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. His cross stands empty to the sky. Let streets and homes 
with praises ring. His love in death shall never die. Christ is alive! No longer bound to dis-
tant years in Palestine, he comes to claim the here and now and conquer every place and 
time. Not throned above, remotely high, untouched, unmoved by human pains, but daily in 
the midst of life, our Savior with the Father reigns. In every insult, rift, and war where color, 
scorn or wealth divide, he suffers still, yet loves the more, and lives, though ever crucified. 
Christ is alive! His Spirit burns through this and every future age, till all creation lives and 
learns his joy, his justice, love and praise.

Words: Brian A. Wren (b. 1936)

Now the green blade riseth from the buried grain, wheat that in dark earth many days has 
lain; love lives again, that with the dead has been: Love is come again like wheat that sprin-
geth green. In the grave they laid him, Love whom hate had slain, thinking that never he 
would wake again, laid in the earth like grain that sleeps unseen: Love is come again like 
wheat that springeth green. Forth he came at Easter, like the risen grain, he that for three 
days in the grave had lain, quick from the dead my risen Lord is seen: Love is come again 
like wheat that springeth green. When our hearts are wintry, grieving, or in pain, thy touch 
can call us back to life again, fields of our hearts that dead and bare have been: Love is come 
again like wheat that springeth green. 

Words: John Macleod Campbell Crum (1872-1958)

Love’s redeeming work is done, fought the fight, the battle won. Death in vain forbids him 
rise; Christ has opened paradise. Lives again our glorious King; where, O death, is now thy 
sting? Once he died our souls to save, where thy victory, O grave? Soar we now where Christ 
has led, following our exalted Head; made like him, like him we rise, ours the cross, the 
grave, the skies.

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

He is risen, he is risen! Tell it out with joyful voice: he has burst his three days’ prison; let 
the whole wide earth rejoice: death is conquered, we are free, Christ has won the victory. 
Come, ye sad and fearful hearted, with glad smile and radiant brow! Death’s long shadows 
have departed; Jesus’ woes are over now, and the passion that he bore sin and pain can vex 
no more. He is risen, he is risen! He hath opened heaven’s gate: we are free from sin’s dark 
prison, risen to a holier state; and a brighter Easter beam on our longing eyes shall stream.

Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895)
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Christian Formation News
Children’s Chapel is back!

Children’s Chapel is an age-appropriate liturgy for children age 3 through 5th grade, based 
on the Sunday lectionary.  This gives our children an opportunity to worship in a format 
geared toward their ages and attention spans, including Bible stories and crafts.

Children’s Chapel takes place on Sundays at the 10:15 service.  Children will be led out of 
the nave during the opening hymn and make their way down to Saint Mary’s Chapel, and 
then they will return to the nave during the passing of the Peace.

Children’s Chapel is open to all children from age 3 through the 5th grade.  We welcome 
volunteers as well!  Those in high school and older are invited to help with this program 
for our youngest parishioners.  For questions, or to volunteer, please contact Rebecca 
Connor at rebeccaconnor@gmail.com or Susan Sunnarborg at susan.sunnarborg@gmail.
com.

The Christian Formation Commission
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St. John’s Episcopal Church Adult Forum – Spring 2022
Great Figures of the New Testament/ The Apocryphal Jesus

May 5, 2022 – The New Testament, Prof. Amy-Jill Levine
This lecture furnishes the rationales for the choices of the 24 “great figures’ included in this 
series, introduces the tools of critical biblical study and the technical vocabulary related to 
it, and contributes a synopsis of the historical setting in which these figures lived, and their 
stories were first told.

May 12, 2022 – The Influence of the Apocrypha, Prof. David Brakke
The apocryphal New Testament, also known as early Christian apocrypha, is a collection of 
writings not selected to become part of the official New Testament. Written during the first 
four or five centuries of Christianity—the same time the writings in the New Testament were 
being composed, collected, and made official scripture— the apocrypha provide insight into 
early Christian beliefs, practices, and controversies that would otherwise have been lost. This 
lecture will introduce you to early Christian apocrypha—what they are, how they relate to the 
New Testament, and why they’re worth studying.

May 19, DARK

May 26, 2022, John the Baptist, Prof Levine
John, called “Baptist” because he dipped people in the Jordan River as a sign that they had re-
pented from their sins, appears the Gospels and the writings of the Jewish historian Josephus. 
The gaps and varying emphases in these historical records, coupled with an appreciation 
for how John’s story is presented from different perspectives, offers the ideal opportunity to 
explore the means by which scholars of the New Testament address questions of history. This 
lecture looks at the story of John’s miraculous and, indeed, humorous birth; his connection 
to the Prophet Elijah, his possible associations not only with Qumran community and, thus, 
the Dead Sea Scrolls but also with other charismatic religious leaders of the early first century 
C.E.

To be included in the Zoom link notice, e-mail Bob Ayrer at bayrer@comcast.net.
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Summer 2022 Adult Forum “Feet-up Friday” Movie Night
“City Slickers”

May 27, 2022, 7 p.m. 

It is the insightful, delightful story about cowboys, careers and 
midlife crisis starring Billy Crystal as “Mitch,” a 39-year-old New 
Yorker coming to grips with his life with the help of Jack Palance 
as “Curley” -- the last of the breed. Mitch and his two friends 
(played by Daniel Stern and Bruno Kirby) think they are going 
for a couple of weeks to a dude ranch and wind-up facing life, 
death and the search for that “one thing” – meaning.

Watch for our Summer Classic Collection

June 24, 2022—Citizen Kane
July 22, 2022—Casablanca 

August 26, 2022—The Treasure of the Sierra Madre

If you have not registered for Movie Night Zoom meeting information, send an e-mail to 
bayrer@comcast.net to be included.
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Senior Warden Thoughts

I hope everyone had a great Easter and was able to spend time with friends and family. All 
our Easter Week Services, especially our Easter Sunday Services, were well attended. It was 
good to see St. John’s so full once again.  

I want to give a big thank you to all those that volunteered to serve in one capacity or anoth-
er at the Easter Week Services and to Parish Life for Easter Sunday’s refreshments.
 
Fabric and Grounds and Garden Club members put in some long, hard hours to get the 
grounds in shape. Thank you to all who volunteered, you did a marvelous job. 

St. John’s is so blessed to have so many parishioners that give their time and talent to keep 
things running smoothly and on track. Thank you one and all. 

Bob Speelman, Senior Warden

“None of us can know where our journeys with God will take us even tomorrow - let alone a 
decade from now - so it’s a good idea to spend a few moments each day to connect with God 
and ask, “Well, where do you want to take me today?”  - Jimmy Carter

Washington County Gives - St. John’s Family Shelter

St. John’s Family Shelter will again participate in the Community 
Foundation’s Washington County Gives, this year on Tuesday, 
May 10th. For over thirty years St. John’s Episcopal Church has 
reached out to help homeless families remain together until they 
can regroup and find a place to live. Please consider this year con-
tinuing your wonderful support of the Shelter.  Simply log on to 
washingtoncountygives.org on May 10th. Thank you.
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Gift cards are back!

Martins and Sheetz gift cards will be available after the 8:00 AM service and after the 
10:15 AM service at the west door of the nave at the top of the Antietam Street steps. Five 
(5) percent of the sales goes towards our Service and Outreach projects. Martins gift cards 
can be bought in denominations of $20, $50 and $100. Sheetz cards can be purchased in 
denominations of $10 and $25. Cards may also be purchased and donated to the rector’s 
discretionary fund. Your support of our programs is sincerely appreciated!

Memorial Service and Celebration of Life for 
William Carvel Wright, Jr.  

After a long illness, Carvel departed this world on May 11, 2020 and went home to be with 
his Lord. COVID restrictions prevented having this Memorial Service/Celebration of Life 
until now.  Carvel so loved God, Church, Choir, Fellow Parishioners, Family and Friends, 
it seems appropriate to honor him even at this late date.  Please join in a Celebration of 
Carvel’s Life on May 14, 2022 at St. John’s at 11:00.  Reception will follow in Trimble Hall.

Many Thanks for Yard Sale Donations
A Great Response!

The Service & Outreach Committee want to thank everyone who have so generously donat-
ed items to sell at the upcoming yard sale, and to those of you who are still in the process 
of gathering goods for the Yard Sale. It is wonderful to see the stage filling up with so many 
really nice things!

New donations of your items will be welcomed through May 15. We appreciate getting 
them early so that everything can be priced and sorted before the big day - May 21 from 7 
a.m. through 2 p.m.

If you have time to help with the Yard Sale or if would like to rent space for any personal 
yard sale opportunity, please contact Betty Markle at 240-457-2370 (cell) or Bruce Massey 
at 240-675-4498 (cell). The price for space rental will be $20 for a 2-car space (with an 
additional $20 clean-up deposit, refundable at the end of the day on May 21 when area is 
cleared.) We would like these arrangements & fees paid by May 15 as well. Please know that 
spaces will be available to the surrounding community as well, so please act quickly.  Space 
is limited.  Again, thank you for your tremendous support!!
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ST. JOHN'S YARD SALE  - 

Saturday, May 21, 2022
7 am - 2 pm

Do you have things to donate?  
Please check out your storage areas soon, 

More details forthcoming.  Thank you for your support!

RAIN OR SHINE!

Betty Markle:  301-432-8871 or B.markle@comcast.net

Storage available on the Stage right now.

We are collecting now thru May 15

or to make arrangements for Drop-Off, etc.:

Bruce Massey:  240-675-4498 or Lbmassey@verizon.net

Contact us with questions 

and bring your items in!   (No Clothes, please.)

Sponsored by the Service & Outreach Commission, 
St. John's Episcopal Church, 101 South Prospect Street, Hagerstown, MD  21740
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

HappyAnniversary!

Brian Burkholder 5/1
Bill Alexander  5/3
Verna Anson  5/4
Chantelle Laguerre 5/5
Kelly Slocum  5/5
Rhys Weibel  5/7
Brian Connolly 5/8
Joseph Rickards 5/12
Robert  Ayrer  5/13

Frances George 5/15
Jill Speelman  5/17
Joelene Young  5/19
Karen Platek  5/20
Douglas Spotts  5/21
Dylan Weibel  5/21
Betsy Mummert 5/26
Richard Mallery 5/29
Jacki Thoms  5/30

Bob & Jill Speelman  5/5
Joseph & Chris Tischer  5/23
Charlie & Ann Chaney  5/27
Bruce Massey & Jerry Bock  5/27
Bruce & Denise Foreman  5/28


