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Ramblings from the Rector on . . . 

Happy Holy Days
It’s almost hard to believe, but here we are entering the holiday season with Thanksgiv-
ing starting us off on Thursday, November 25.  As restrictions surrounding COVID be-
gin to be relaxed, and as more and more people have been vaccinated and boosterized, 
I hope you will be able to celebrate that thoroughly American feast day with family and 
friends.

As we move into December there are any number of holidays that are being celebrated 
in our community and beyond.  A few years ago I wrote a rather lengthy piece entitled 
“The War on Christmas,” which had to do with the fictitious nature and complete fabri-
cation of a so-called war on Christmas.  Rather than re-print that piece, you can simply 
go here https://tinyurl.com/hfwebjwc to read it.

So here we are in the holiday season.  We begin with Thanksgiving and then move into 
the Season of Advent as we prepare for the coming of the Messiah.  From there we 
move into the 12 Days of Christmas.  Within the season of preparation, waiting, and 
expectation, and within the season of Christmas itself, are any number of Holy Days 
which are good for us to take note and remember.  Here is a list of (most of) those days 
and who is associated with it.

November 30:  Saint Andrew the Apostle– According to the Gospel of John, it was An-
drew who first met Jesus and invited his brother Peter to join them.

December 6:  Saint Nicholas – Bishop of Myra and famed for (among other things) 
saving three young girls from a life of prostitution by throwing three bags of gold 
through their window.
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December 14:  John of the Cross – a Spanish mystic most famous for writing The Dark 
Night of the Soul.

December 21:  Saint Thomas the Apostle – the apostle looking for proof to back up his 
faith and who tradition says brought the gospel to India.

December 24/25:  Christmas Eve/Day – Two of the most holy days in the year when we 
celebrate the Incarnation of our Lord.

December 26:  Saint Stephen, Deacon and Martyr – One of seven men originally appoint-
ed by the Apostles to serve and care for those in need, he was martyred with the approval 
of Saul.

December 27:  Saint John the Evangelist – Our patron saint, he was the brother of James, 
part of Jesus’ inner circle, and the only male disciple present at the crucifixion.  Tradition 
states that, of the twelve, he alone was not martyred.

December 28:  The Holy Innocents – The commemoration of those children killed by 
Herod in a fit of jealousy and fear after the wise men left the area without reporting to 
Herod where the new king was to be found.

January 1:  The Holy Name – The eighth day after the birth of Jesus and the day when 
Jewish boys were circumcised and named.  This is the day when we celebrate the Name 
above all names.

January 2:  The Second Sunday after Christmas – The Season of Christmas has 12 days 
and this year we are lucky to have two Sundays in which to sing Christmas carols and 
celebrate.

January 6:  The Epiphany – This is the day we celebrate the Manifestation of Christ to the 
Gentiles and recall the visit of wise men from the east to the home of Jesus in Bethlehem.  
Even though not part of the 12 Days of Christmas, it’s often a day of celebration and gift 
giving in remembrance of the gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

These are just a few of the days of celebration and commemoration that we encounter 
during this time of year.  Add to them Hanukkah and Kwanzaa (at a minimum) and from 
now until January 6 is one, long holiday season.

After the past two-ish years, we could use some holiday cheer and celebrations.  So pay at-
tention to the above dates.  If someone wishes you, “Happy Holidays,” don’t be upset that 
they didn’t say, “Merry Christmas,” but be thankful that we have a myriad of Holy Days 
(holidays) to celebrate.
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You can also find the Saint John’s Holiday Schedule elsewhere in this edition of Soundings.  
I hope you will take advantage of the worship and celebration opportunities provided.

May this season of Holy Days find you healthy, safe, and surrounded with the love of fam-
ily, friends, and the Lord.

Blessings,

Todd+

Discretionary Report
Current Month

Beginning Balance (Sept. 21):    $5,100.00

Deposits:        $   143.00
Blessings Box      $     50.00

Subtotal      $5,293.00

Expenditures:
  9/23 D. Calendine Hotel   $  -244.00
  9/23 Rent Assistance   $  -360.00
 10/05 Sheetz Card Purchases  $  -100.00
 10/21 Rent Assistance   $  -200.00
 
Balance as of October 21:    $4,389.00 

Currently I have a several Sheetz Cards to give out, with a few $10 and $25 available 
for purchase.

The Rector’s Discretionary Fund is used to directly assist people in immediate need.  
Please contact the office or send a check memo’d “Disc. Fund” if you would like to 
financially assist in this ministry.

Blessings,

Todd+
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Advent/Christmas Schedule for Saint John's Episcopal Church

November 25:  Thanksgiving Day – Holy Eucharist, 9:30 am

November 28 – December 19:  Advent, Holy Eucharist, 9:30 am with Lighting of the Advent 
Wreath

December 5:  St. Nicholas celebration with gift exchange and coffee hour, 10:45 am/after 
worship

December 18:  Christmas caroling to shut-ins and parishioners.  Gather in the church park-
ing lot.
  Time TBD

December 24:  Christmas Eve
  4 pm – Family-oriented service with a No Rehearsal Pageant and Holy Eucharist
  10:45 pm – Christmas music
  11 pm – Holy Eucharist/midnight Mass

December 25:  Christmas Day – Holy Eucharist, 9:30 am

December 26:  Christmas Lessons & Carols with Holy Eucharist, 9:30 am

January 2:  Second Sunday after Christmas, Holy Eucharist w/Christmas music, 9:30 am
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December Music Ministry Highlights at Saint John’s

• Sunday, December 19 at 9:30 a.m. – Advent Lessons and Carols with cantors
• Friday, December 24 at 4:00 p.m. – Music sung by boy and girl choristers
• Friday, December 24 at 10:45 p.m. – Music of Christmas with strings and cantors 

(prelude to the 11:00 p.m. service)
• Saturday, December 25 at 9:30 a.m. – Christmas Day Eucharist with cantors
• Sunday, December 26 at 9:30 a.m. – Christmas Lessons and Carols with cantors

Community Advent Concert

The local Cumberland Valley Chapter of the American Guild of Organists (AGO), 
will sponsor an Advent concert for the community on Sunday, December 5 at 4:00 
p.m. Area musicians including Mark King will participate. The event will take place at 
Christ Reformed Church, Hagerstown. The concert is free and the public is invited to 
attend. 

Advent Hymn for Meditation

Savior of the nations, come! Virgin’s Son, make here your home.
Marvel now, both heaven and earth, that the Lord chose such a birth.

Wondrous birth! Oh, wondrous child of the Virgin undefiled!
Mighty God and Mary’s son, eager now his race to run!

Thou on earth the Word appears, gracing his created spheres; 
Hence to death and hell descends, then the heavenly throne ascends.

Come, O Father’s saving Son, who o’er sin the victory won.
Boundless shall your kingdom be; grant that we its glories see.

Words: Martin Luther (1483-1546) after Ambrose of Milan (340-397);
             translated William M. Reynolds (1812-1876) and James Waring McGrady (b. 
1938)
Music: Melody from Erfurt Enchiridia, 1524; harmonized Melchior Vulpius (ca.1560-
1615)

Music Notes
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Christian Formation
The Christian Formation Commission invites you to participate in the following ongoing 
activities:

For adults:
• Fr. Todd’s 1pm Sunday study on Zoom will shift to a book study during the Advent and 

Christmas seasons.  The group will study “I Witness: Living Inside the Stories of Advent 
& Christmas,” by Kate Moorhead.  The book is available from Forward Movement or 
the church office.

• Deacon Sue’s study continues with Mark on Tuesday evenings via Zoom.
• Deacon Sue will also offer a brief Advent devotional on Sundays at 6pm via Zoom.
• Adult Forum continues by Zoom on Thursday evenings at 8pm. By popular demand, 

the History of Christianity video series led by Dr. Amy-Jill Levine began its second run 
in October.  This group is facilitated by Bob Ayrer (bayrer@comcast.net).

• Parish Movie Nights will continue on 4th Fridays moving forward, also via Zoom.  
Look for announcements in the bulletin and in Soundings.

For children and youth:
• The Nursery, and Sunday School for ages 3-13 are on hold due to the pandemic. 
• A virtual high school Sunday School class is available. Contact Joelene Young at lovely-

wife519@gmail.com for more information.

Looking ahead:  Acolytes returning in Advent!

Beginning in Advent season, we will have a single acolyte serving as crucifer on Sunday 
mornings. Many of our previous acolytes have graduated, and we will be looking for new 
volunteers. If you are at least 10 years old, please consider participating in this ministry. If 
you have never served as an acolyte or a crucifer before, we will train you!  Please contact 
Susan Sunnarborg (susan.sunnarborg@gmail.com) for more information.
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Adult Forum Movie Night - January 28, 2022:
“The Third Miracle”

There will be no Adult Forum Movie Night in December but mark your calendar for 
January 28th for “The Third Miracle” with Ed Harris!

Here is a rarity, a film about religion that is neither pious nor sensational, simply curi-
ous. No satanic possessions, no angelic choirs, no evil spirits, no lovers joined beyond 
the grave. Just a man doing his job.

The man is Father Frank Shore, and he is a postulator--a priest assigned to investigate 
the possibility that someone was a saint. If he is convinced, he goes before a church tri-
bunal and argues the case against another priest whose job is popularly known as “the 
devil’s advocate.” Ed Harris plays Frank Shore as a man with many doubts of his own. 
After deflating one popular candidate for sainthood, he became known as “the mira-
cle killer,” and in his dark moments he broods that he “destroyed the faith of an entire 
community.” Now perhaps he will have to do it again.

-Roger Ebert

If you have not put your name on the list for Zoom instructions, please e-mail rober-
tayrer@gmail.com to be included.

Have a blessed holiday season.

Adult Forum
The Prof. Amy-Jill Levine’s Old Testament Series will have “The Jacob Saga” on Decem-
ber 2, “Folklore Analysis and Type Scenes” on December 9, and “Moses and exodus” 
on December 16.  We will continue our journey through the Hebrew Scriptures on 
January 6 with “The God of Israel.”

Watch this space...

Bob Ayrer
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Welcoming Commission
Warm greetings from Welcoming!  We have been meeting each month and discussing ideas 
to continue to promote and encourage church community to our parishioners and beyond 
our walls to invite others to join us.  As we know, the church is not about a building, but 
the body of Christ. We are the church.  Covid has played havoc with our comfort and our 
familiar way of doing church, but we can no longer use that as an excuse.  We must look 
outside the box and use social media as one of our friends.  With our online presence we 
can reach folks anytime day or night in any place near or far. Our facebook page thanks to 
Stephny Lietuvnikas, David McKinley, and parish members who send posts to stjohnswel-
coming101 keep us abreast of what is happening in our church community.  Have you 
participated in any way lately? Is our page reflective of the good deeds we have been doing 
or inspiring others to want to know more about us?  Don’t let covid defeat us.  

Following are some items we have been pursuing:

• Sunday  services on youtube as well as facebook
• video service prelude, COME GROW with US, to begin soon; also to be placed on you-
tube and other social media when initiated
• quotes for a professional virtual tour of church to be used on all social media and wel-
coming packet
• greeters for Sunday services with members of all ages
• advertising with Valpak and WYNN; at this time-expensive and not sure it is worth the 
money for the areas they target
• possible advertisement in movie and tv stations in area
• gifts for new and current members;  snail mail correspondence from us in Nov. and Dec. 
• book club beginning of January
• Welcoming Packet being prepared-has been a struggle
• demonstration of a recipe from our cookbook on social media; hopeful to encourage fu-
ture sales and excitement/interest in our church
• folks for testimonials on Fbook;  let us know if you are willing
• info shared about prayerground, but no interest;  too many other important issues to be 
addressed
• “Hallowine ‘Unmasquerading’ “ at Antietam Creek Winery, Sunday, Oct.31, 2021, 2-5 pm 
for new members and current members.  Bring a chair and enjoy each other in the fresh air
• caroling for shut ins or those who are interested in being serenaded, let us know (dk_sou-
lis@msn.com / 301-733-7432)

As always, any ideas you would like to share are greatly appreciated (see above). Blessings 
to all!
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Saint John’s Family Shelter

The holidays are coming and the Saint John’s Family Shelter will once again be collecting 
donations to give the families at the shelter a gift card from Wal-Mart, cookies, fruit, and 
candy.  If you would like to donate please make checks payable to Saint John’s Family 
Shelter noting in the memo section holiday gift. Send check to Ann Chaney 13556 Don-
nybrook Drive, Hagerstown, MD  21742 by December 13th.  Thank you.

Wanted: Christmas Memories

Many of our cherished Christmas memories are rooted in the church’s traditions and 
celebrations. As we prepare to welcome the Christ child once again, Strategic Planning 
would like to know what church Christmas experiences have been meaningful to you. 
What do you look forward to each year the marks the season in a significant way? What 
experience did you have once that lingers as a favorite memory? What makes the season 
especially rich for you, spiritually or personally? You can send your response to Strategic 
Planning member Sue Ellen Spotts via email (sespotts@gmail.com) or write your re-
sponse on the Christmas stars located in the nave.

Wanted  

Christmas Carolers for Saturday, December 18,        
to serenade our church community.  All ages 
welcome.  Details  December 5 at St. Nicholas 
Day Celebration. 
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Deacon’s Corner

I am writing this on a sunny Thursday morning in November during our warmest day 
of the month.  Gratitude abounds in my world right now.  The Carolina blue sky that I 
see off my deck is a reminder of the wondrous works God has brought to me from Saint 
John’s; I am grateful for you.  We are in the season of Advent of wonder and hope. 
During these few weeks before Christmas, I will recall the love and faithfulness of our 
inward community by praying for you morning and night also to see the wonder and 
marvelous gift God is setting before us, Christ, the baby.  Abundance is real, and scarcity 
is a falsehood.
 
For our outward community, I am grateful to be a part of its repairing. 
There is brokenness everywhere, and as we look, it can be overwhelming or even dis-
heartening.  One step at a time is a mantra of wellness.  The Gospel is about walking out 
into the world to share God’s abundance with others.  This walking and work of the Gos-
pel can be as small as going to the Reach website to fill out a volunteer form to be ready 
for our February week.  Or this walking and work of the Gospel can be challenging as 
creating a safe space for folks who are addicted, ravaged by mental illness, homelessness, 
and treated unjustly due to the color of their skin.  Again, one step at a time.
 
God comes to us in the human form of a baby, innocent, needy, learning, loving, experi-
encing terrible two’s and eventually teenage years, and be the one who makes all things 
new.  We can be grateful for all of what we have and give this love abundantly.  Jesus is 
the reason for the season.  God is coming to us so that we can understand the love of-
fered and received, to go and make the Gospel real in this place, a broken world.

Blessings,
Deacon Sue

Joy Rath has moved to Elmcroft on Professional Blvd off of Eastern 
Blvd. She would love to have people come by to visit. Her phones 
numbers are: c- 301-964-8654  h- 240-850-3146. After you talk 
with Joy you will need to call Elmcroft to set up an assigned time 
to go and wear a mask. The office phone is 301-766-0066.
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Stewardship 2022

This past two years has given us many reasons to pause and reflect on many things in life, 
especially those that mean the most to us; our families, friends, co-workers, fellow St. John’s 
members. 

It would be an understatement to say that 2021 has been another year that has required of 
us continual adjustments. Even amidst so much upheaval in our common life these past two 
years, we can still confidently move forward because of our belief and faith in our God. 
Despite all that has happened, we have been blessed. As a parish, we have weathered these 
past two years thanks to your generosity and dedication. And now that we are faithfully 
moving forward, we seek your further dedication to our mission and ministry at St. John’s.
We gratefully acknowledge all of you who have not only fulfilled your pledge commitment 
for the current year but have even exceeded it. We appreciate the efforts made by so many of 
you to regularly submit your pledges. We thank those of our parish family who have re-
sumed their giving within this past year. We also extend an invitation to those who have not 
given of their financial gifts to step forward in faith and in thanksgiving for our many bless-
ings. You are all vital and needed members of this parish family.

Your pledge is the best way to let our leadership know how much financial support St. John’s 
is likely to see next year. Even as you do not feel you can pledge financially, please consider a 
pledge of your time and talents to help St. John’s fulfill her ministry commitments. 
We thank you in advance for your commitment to St. John’s and wish you many generous 
blessings.

Blessings,
Bob Speelman, Senior Warden

“Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running 
over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 

Luke 6: 38
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Diocesan Convention Report

The annual Convention of the Diocese of Maryland was held on Saturday, November 13, primarily via Zoom 
(there were a few people who gathered to attend in person at the Cathedral of the Incarnation in Baltimore).

Most of what was done was the business of the Episcopal church in Maryland, with a few recorded spots 
pertaining to education and formation in the diocese.  There was one breakout session in which we were all 
placed into a Zoom chat room to discuss Resolution 2021-04 (all Resolutions will be listed below), and Bishop 
Sutton gave his annual address which drew from Ezekiel 37 and the Valley of Dry Bones.  

In short, the bishop said that organizations (including parishes and dioceses) needed good bones and he 
believed that our diocese had good bones and that we would all come through the COVID pandemic changed 
but strong.

Here are the Resolutions and brief descriptions that were addressed at the convention:

2020-01: Clergy  and Lay  Employee Compensation

This is an annual resolution passed at Convention to ensure parishes are compensating clergy and lay employ-
ees fairly and specifies what a living wage should be in each county.  It further Resolved:
that all clergy and lay employees be granted annual performance reviews that should  consider merit increases 
in compensation as appropriate;
that a minimum 5% Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) be made on 2021 salaries;
that supply clergy are compensated $200-$300 (1 service), $225-$350 (2 services) plus mileage;
along with other specifics of fair compensation.

This resolution passed.

2020-02:  Amendment of the Constitution and Canons of the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland

This resolution was put forward to deal with ever-changing realities of the world we live in.
It changes Article 1 to include that the annual meeting (convention) may be held using “virtual” online meet-
ing technology; It changes Article 3 to read that 20 Lay and 20 Clergy participating online shall constitute a 
quorum; It clarified Canon 1-200 to read that the Bishop/Standing Committee may call for a virtual meeting.

This resolution passed, and because it deals with the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese, it must pass it two 
successive meetings, meaning that it will come up again next year for a vote.

2021-03:  Regarding the Maryland Environmental Human Rights Amendment

This resolution was put forward in agreement with the above named amendment being considered by the 
Maryland General Assembly.  It was Resolved:
that the 237th Convention of the Diocese of Maryland calls upon the Maryland General Assembly to pass 
the Environmental Human Rights Amendment, which would guarantee that every person has a fundamental 
right to a healthful and stable environment, codifying that the State is trustee of Maryland’s natural resources 
for present and future generations; that this resolution be shared with Senate President Ferguson, Senate Ma-
jority Leader King, Senate Minority Leader Simonaire, Speaker of the House Jones, and house minority Lead-
er Buckel; and that all clergy and lay members of the Diocese of Maryland are invited to become advocates for 
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the passage of this amendment and ratification in the general election of 2022. 

This resolution passed.

2021-04:  Regarding African American History in Public Schools – Development of Content Standards 
and Implementation Act

This resolution was put forward in agreement with the above named amendment being considered by 
the Maryland General Assembly.  It was Resolved: that the 237th Convention of the Diocese of Maryland 
calls upon the Maryland General Assembly to pass the African American History in Public Schools – 
Development of Content Standards and Implementation Act relating to the development and implemen-
tation of African American history in public schools; that this resolution be shared with Senate President 
Ferguson, Senate Majority Leader King, Senate Minority Leader Simonaire, Speaker of the House Jones, 
and house minority Leader Buckel; and that all clergy and lay members of the Diocese of Maryland are 
invited to become advocates for the development of this curriculum on the State and local level and to 
contact their State and local representatives to voice their support.

This resolution passed.

2021-05:  Regarding House Resolution 40 – Commission to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals for 
African Americans Act

This resolution was put forward in agreement with the above named resolution as put forward in the 
United States Congress urging for its passage.  It was further resolved that:  the secretary of convention 
be instructed to send copies of this resolution of support to Speaker of the House Pelosi, House Minority 
Leader McCarthy, Senate majority Leader Schumer, and Senate minority Leader  McConnell; and that all 
clergy and lay members of the Diocese of Maryland and their partners in mission be invited to become 
advocates for the adoption of HR-40 and be encouraged to contact their Congressional representatives to 
voice their support.

HR-40 would establish a Commission to Study and Develop Reparation Proposals for African Ameri-
cans.  The Commission shall examine slavery and discrimination in the colonies and the United States 
from 1619 to the present and recommend appropriate remedies. The Commission shall identify in par-
ticular 1) the historic role of the federal and state governments in supporting the institution of slavery, 2) 
forms of discrimination in the public and private sectors against freed slaves and their descendants, and 
3) lingering negative effects of slavery on living African Americans and society.

This resolution passed.

The final piece of business the convention dealt with was Bishop Sutton’s resignation (I learned that bish-
op’s apparently don’t retire – they resign their position).  So it was at this convention that Bishop Sutton 
officially announced his intention to resign and called for the election of a Bishop Coadjutor (a bishop 
who serves alongside the Diocesan Bishop until such time that the Diocesan officially ends his/her term 
and the Bishop Coadjutor is elevated to Diocesan Bishop).  The election is set for 2023 with Bishop Sut-
ton officially leaving office in early 2024.

That is all the news from Diocesan Convention.  As always, feel free to contact me with any questions or 
if you would like to explore any of those resolutions further.

Todd+
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Jeremiah Laguerre 12/1
Joshua Laguerre 12/1
Martin Price  12/2
Shirley Chilcote 12/5
Joan Kuiken  12/6
Stacey Abeles  12/7
Lois Whisner  12/10

Morgan Ashbaugh 12/18
Phyllis Beard  12/20
Missy Mccray  12/22
Clayton Burkholder 12/23
Hollis Thoms  12/27
Kevin Abeles  12/30
Ellen Collins  12/31

William & Florence Forbes  12/10
James Ide and Donald Sachs 12/19
John & Ruth Cozzoli  12/20
Hal & Elizabeth Baker  12/27
Lee & Gerrie Mangum  12/27

HappyAnniversary!
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Christmas Memorial Gifts 

 
For Christmas Flowers, Special Music, Holiday Offering and Episcopal Relief and Development  

If you wish to give a Memorial Gift or an Offering of Thanksgiving,  
please fill out this form and send it with your check to: 

Saint John’s Episcopal Church, 101 S. Prospect Street, Hagerstown, MD  21740 
 

              Please make checks payable to Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
 

Flowers:  $_____________ Special Music:  $_____________ Holiday Offering $_____________ 
 
Episcopal Relief and Development:  $_____________________ Total:  $___________________ 

Please print the following information: 
 

In Memory of: ___________________________________________________________________ 
 

In Thanksgiving for: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

Donor(s): ______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Donors will be included in the Christmas Bulletin unless requested otherwise.  Gifts 
 MUST be received by noon on December 13, 2021 to have names included in the Christmas Bulletin. 

 
 
 
 

 


