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Ramblings from the Rector on . . . 

Homelessness: Part II
Last month in this space I wrote about homelessness – specifically the uptick of people 
who, for whatever reason, cannot find adequate shelter so they look for any other place 
to lay their head.  Some of these people have turned up on Saint John’s property, and 
not all of those people fall into the same category.  Some are there for a night.  Some 
try to use the property as their new, long-term living space.  Some have addiction is-
sues and use various nooks and crannies or bushes to administer whatever narcotic to 
which they have become addicted.  Some have mental/psychological issues that cause 
them to be in a fragile state.

Saint John’s has for a very long time had issues with homeless and/or addicts using our 
building.  It was happening before I arrived, it’s happening now, and it will happen, 
unfortunately, long into the future.  There are any number of reasons for this:  resource 
reduction for addiction and mental health are probably at the top of that list; but cur-
rently we need to look at lack of adequate paying jobs, COVID, a desire to spend mon-
ey placing boulders under overpasses rather than decent shelters, and the Supreme 
Court decision last week to end eviction moratoriums.  This is not a comprehensive 
list, but it’s a place to start.

Why, we may ask, do people choose Saint John’s to sleep/camp-out?  Again, I don’t 
know all the reasons, but a few of them might be:  it is far enough removed from the 
downtown-area to be safe and quiet, and it has a variety of out-of-the-way places where 
one can go unnoticed.  It may also be that some people have “lost” space when the 
UCC congregation fenced in their property in an effort to keep unwanted people out.

This problem is not going away anytime soon, and there are no easy answers if we want 
to look for long-term solutions.  Easy answers include things like placing boulders 
under overpasses; fencing in the property (besides the UCC congregation putting up 
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a fence, another church I know about in Washington state installed barbed wire to keep 
unwanted people out); timing the sprinklers to start running in the middle of the night 
(courtesy the Roman Catholic cathedral in San Francisco); or planting blackberry bush-
es.  These are easy answers that not only convey, “We don’t want you here,” but, “We don’t 
want to help you.”

As we look into the face of this problem, we must realize that we are also looking into the 
face of Christ.  Matthew 25:31-46 reminds us that, “just as you did this to one of the least 
of the members of my family, you did to me.”  Luke 16:19-25 reminds us that we ignore 
the person in need on our doorstep at our peril.  Ezekiel 16:48-50 points out that the 
abomination of Sodom was to ignore the poor and needy.  And our own Baptismal Cov-
enant, which we recite at least four times a year, asks if we will “seek and serve Christ in 
all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?” and if we will “strive for justice and peace 
among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?”

But, as we endeavor to work with and assist people in need, as we open ourselves up to 
being a welcoming space, we must also be aware that not everyone on our doorstep or on 
our property is harmless.  Some may be harmful to themselves or others because of their 
addiction.  Some, like the man who broke into the office last week, may be harmful for 
unknown reasons.  Therefore I urge you to use caution and be aware when on the church 
premises in “off hours,” just as you would anywhere else:  be cognizant of your surround-
ings; be with a friend/companion; know that it’s okay to say, “You’ll have to talk with the 
priest tomorrow.”

As we think about this, know that the Vestry has charged the Fabric & Grounds Commis-
sion with researching best possible security options that allow us all to remain safe with-
out being onerous (ie, fencing in the property).

There is no doubt that we walk a fine line between welcoming and safety, between engag-
ing and enabling.  I think we are at a time now where we begin to examine and discern 
how we, as Christians who proclaim the love of God to all and as a church whose physical 
presence is in the midst of “the least of these” can live into our mission of service while 
living into God’s kingdom here on earth as it is in heaven.

A first step to discerning how we might move forward as a community to address this 
issue is the upcoming HARC meeting on September 14, which I mentioned last month.  
The meeting will begin at 12:30 at Christ’s Reformed Church UCC (Franklin & Prospect) 
and begin with a discussion around the opioid crisis and how our churches might handle 
this particular crisis.  It will then continue with a deeper dive into other challenges our 
various congregations face.  If you would like to be part of this discussion, please register 
here:  https://harccoalition.org/event/harc-meeting-5/
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Registration is required so that CRC-UCC can space the room appropriately.  Masks are 
mandatory and, depending on the number of participants, it may be moved outside.

As I’ve said, this is and has been an ongoing problem where simple solutions of rocks, 
fences, or removal of containers designed for immediate assistance are not the answer.  
The answer is more complex, more costly, and will require a greater willingness to interact 
with it – especially as we come into direct contact with people who don’t look, think, act, 
or smell like us.

This problem won’t be solved tomorrow.  It won’t be solved at the HARC meeting on Sep-
tember 14.  It won’t be solved at an upcoming Vestry meeting.  It may not even be solved 
in our lifetimes.  But it can be addressed now.  It can be worked on now.  It can be subject 
to creative thinking that finds a way to treat people with dignity and respect.

As our community begins the process of honestly addressing this issue, here’s hoping that, 
through the grace of God, we are able to find compassionate and workable solutions to a 
problem that affects all of our downtown-area churches and society as a whole.

Blessings,

Todd+
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Two Services?

As we continued the regathering process through last fall and winter, and into the spring, 
and as the COVID numbers continued to drop and we began relaxing some of our safety 
protocols, the question of when we might return to two services began to be asked.

In response, and with some very early planning, I was hopeful that we might return to two 
services on the day we celebrated our Patron Feast, Saint John’s Day.  This year that is hap-
pening on September 12, and you can read about what is planned for that day elsewhere in 
this issue.

HOWEVER . . . the Delta Variant has reared its ugly head, causing infection rates and hos-
pitalizations to increase quickly and dramatically.

Because of this increase it is not practical for us to return to two services at this time.  So for 
now, we will continue to worship God on Sundays at 9:30.  

The Delta Variant has reminded us that we are not yet free from this deadly pestilence, that 
it is still wise to wear a mask when out in public, to limit public interaction, and to get vac-
cinated and receive booster shots as available.

In checking recently with Cn. Scott Slater (Lord Covidmort for those who attended service 
on 8/22), we are currently in the Orange Phase.  This means that masks are still required, 
only cantors may sing, only one unmasked cantor may sing at a time, and a 24-hour period 
between services is ideal.  Additionally, we will not require reservations to attend service, 
but we will continue to keep a list of those present for contact tracing purposes.  We also 
ask that you do your best to maintain appropriate physical distancing when sitting in the 
pews or gathering after service.

I understand that none of this is ideal.  I want to thank you for your diligence, your will-
ingness to care for your neighbor, and your presence at Saint John’s, whether in person or 
online.

Feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

In the words of our bishop:  Stay safe.  Stay Calm.  Stay church.

I look forward to seeing you this and every Sunday at 9:30,

Todd+
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                                                                FFOORR  AALLLL  AAGGEESS  

 

  Saint Francis Choir: Grades 1-3 
 Rehearsals 5:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

 Beginning Monday, September 20 

Snack/Dinner for Saint Francis & Canterbury Choirs 
5:30 p.m. – 5:45 p.m. 

   Beginning Monday, September 20 (pending COVID protocol) 
 
 

 Canterbury Choir: Grades 4-12 * 
 Rehearsals 5:45 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. 

 Beginning Monday, September 20 

Saint John’s Parish Choir: Grades 9-12 & Adults * 
   Rehearsals 7:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

  Beginning Thursday, September 9 
                                                                                           
                                                                                   

                                                                                    * Youth in grades 9-12 have the option of either 
                                                                    singing in the Canterbury or Parish Choir.    
                                                        

                   
                                                                                         For more information or  
                                                                                                  to register for choirs, contact 

                                                                   Mark King, Minister of Music  
                                                                                                 301-733-2560, ext. 
                                                                                            or                                
                                                                                               mking.stjohns@myactv.net 

       

 

                                           Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
                                                                                       101   South Prospect Street, Hagerstown, MD 21740 

                                                                                       Parking in church lot located at corners of Antietam and Walnut Streets 

  MMUUSSIICC  MMAAKKIINNGG  OOPPPPOORRTTUUNNIITTIIEESS  
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ADULT FORUM SECOND CHANCE!
On September 30th the Adult Forum will conclude a six-thousand-year trip through 
Christianity, with the end of Professor Molly Worthen’s series “The History of Chris-
tianity II: From the Reformation to the Modern Megachurch.”  For the last three years 
we have been treated to the most current understanding of our faith from a historical, 
archeological, anthropological, sociological, as well as theological perspective.  We 
have gone beyond the traditional “Sunday School” approach to learning about our 
faith. It has been a fascinating journey!

With the advent of the “Zoom” era we have found an audience who prefers participat-
ing from the comfort of their home to the traditional Sunday morning setting.  Be-
cause this medium is a recent COVID phenomenon, many of our participants missed 
Professor Amy-Jill Levine’s series on the Old Testament, Bart Ehrman’s New Testament 
series and Luke Timothy Johnson’s “From the Disciples to the Reformation.”  
By popular demand, beginning October 7th you will have the opportunity to enjoy 
Professor Amy-Jill Levine’s Westminster Town Hall Forum on “The Jewish Jesus,” kick-
ing off her series on “The Old Testament.”

This is your chance to participate.  Send an e-mail to robertayrer@gmail.com  for in-
formation and be put on the Zoom list.  If you have never used the Zoom program on 
your computer, iPad or smart phone, we can help you get started.
 It has been said, “Jesus came to take away your sins, not your ability to think!”  Come 
for the presentations and stay for the conversation.

The Adult Forum Movie Night – Friday, September 24th at 7 p.m. we will enjoy Mitch 
Albom’s “Have a Little Faith” – a true story. Upon meeting a Rabbi & a Pastor, writer 
Mitch Albom comes to realize that one person (or in this case two) can make a big 
difference in others’ lives, as long as they have a little faith.  If you have not registered 
before, send an e-mail to robertayrer@gmail.com and join the Zoom movie group.
.

Bob Ayrer
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Contacting College Students

The Daughters of the King would like to let your college students 
know we are thinking of them and praying for a successful year.  
Please email their address to Carol Cox.  She is updating the list.  
Send their address even if they are not a new college student and 
have been on the list as addresses sometimes change annual-
ly.  We do not want to miss anyone!   Carol’s email is: cacox07@
yahoo.com.

Revelation on Zoom to Resume September 12

Our study of the Book of Revelation (Sundays at 1 pm) took a break while I recovered from 
back surgery.  That time off has been helpful to me, but I am now ready to delve back into this 
intimidating and influential book.

We will resume our journey through the Apocalypse on Sunday, September 12, at 1 pm.

We paused our apocalyptic journey at the conclusion of the seven letters to the seven church-
es.  We are now moving into the long, middle section filled with portents and seals, falling 
stars and deadly earthquakes, a sea of blood and a sea of glass, a woman of the sun and the 
whore of Babylon, and much, much more.

If you would like to join us, here is the Zoom information:

Direct Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81843726716?pwd=VlZwMW9INkx0SjREMEp5dU5wTTc3UT09

Meeting ID:  818 4372 6716
Passcode:  157085

No doubt this will be a full day for some of us, but it will all be worth it.

Blessings,

Todd+



8

Deacon’s Corner
In June, I went down South to eat cheesy grits, pulled pork, greens, and Kanuga toast 
(think of a slice of bread worth of a crouton).  I spent two-and-a-half days at the Kanuga 
Conference, Retreat and Camp Center in Hendersonville, NC.  The retreat theme was A 
Light unto My Path.  My true focus wasn’t the food. It was to connect with other faithful 
brothers and sisters of The Episcopal Church, and for what I had hoped was the end of 
COVID-19.

We did connect spiritually.  We read scripture and inwardly digested it in order to see 
God’s shining light onto a path toward the Kingdom of God. We wondered for ourselves 
what path we were on, and if we should take a detour, or wander with wanderlust with 
the Holy Spirit as a guide.  It was a time to discern priorities.  

When we had down time away from the connection with one another, I sat, prayed, and 
read, seeking clarity of what path God has placed in front of me.  I dreamt of Commu-
nity Café, Bingo, Mayfest, and the other activities besides our Sunday refreshment of the 
body of Christ in community.

As the pandemic continues, I look for things we can do for our community that are in 
our reach.  We have our clothing drives that help Children in Need, Families Helping 
Families, and the Bester Block Party.  We have Pantry on the Go, the Blessings Box, and 
other coordinated efforts with local non-profits to aid those who are homeless or lacking 
in basic needs.

On September 14th, I’m taking a long lunch from my day job and going to the HARC 
(Hagerstown Area Religious Council) meeting to hear what more can and should be 
done for those in need.  Maybe I’ll find a place to start.  What I hope for is for God to 
shine the divine light for a path for us to follow; to be beacons of love and respite for the 
weary.

Matthew 11: 28-30
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, 
and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Deacon Sue
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Winner, Winner, Chicken... Lunch?

Who wants to have lunch with Jill Speelman (seriously, who doesn’t?!)? 

If you play your cards right and ask her nicely maybe, just maybe she’ll share the $25 
she won as the designer of the first-ever Welcoming Commission (WC) Welcome to St. 
John’s Sign Contest! 

Jill’s winning entry, submitted in the heat of the summer, is a thoughtful play on words. 
So keep an eye out next Spring/Summer for the display of her winning entry aptly 
named Prayer Conditioning.

In the meantime, check out the yard signs the WC, led by Vestry liaison and commis-
sion chair Deanna Soulis, posts on a rotating basis in the front of the church on Pros-
pect Street and down past the lower parking lot on the corner of Walnut & Antietam 
Streets. For all the world to see!

They’re just one of the fresh new ideas WC is trying out in order to introduce and en-
courage our neighbors in the community as well as the family of St. John’s. As we work 
together we’ll see BOTH of those grow exponentially! Stay tuned for more fresh, fun 
ideas that could well include: parties, book clubs, and So. Much. More! 

And we’re just kidding about the lunch. Or - are we? Check with Jill and thanks every-
one for playing along! WELCOME!
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The Service & Outreach committee has decided to postpone the 
yard sale until the spring due to the high rate of the Delta virus 

and low rate of those vaccinated in the county. 

Cookbook Countdown

Hurry!  Hurry!   Hurry!   Time is running out to take advantage 
of our special price for our cookbook, Cooking for Better Times! 
Purchase by September 5th, and you pay only $17.   After Sep-
tember 5th, the price will be $20. And remember…..buy 4 and 
get fifth for FREE! So purchase NOW if you have not already.   
You may order by calling Betty Markle at 240-457-2370 or Bruce 
Massey at 240-675-4498. Happy Cooking!!!
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Bob & Susan Rauth   9/2
Ben & Ericka Alvestad  9/3
Todd & Joelene Young   9/8
Pieter & Stephanie Bickford  9/10
Phil & Julie Barlup   9/12
Charlie & Katherine Foreman  9/18
Bob & Betty Markle   9/20
Heidi & Belinda Mccusker  9/22
Brandon & Haven Younger  9/27
Bill & Beverly Abeles, Jr.  9/28
Lou and TR Lamb   9/29

HappyAnniversary!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Bob Rauth  9/1
Helen Stevens  9/1
Brandon Younger 9/1
William Abeles Jr. 9/2
Elizabeth Happel 9/2
Bill Sturtz  9/3
Michael Callas  9/4
Fred Wright III 9/4
William Forbes 9/5
Pieter Bickford 9/6
Donna Wells  9/7
Bill Graham  9/11
Ema Myers  9/14
Belinda Mccusker 9/15
Mike Mummert 9/17

Allan Martinez 9/18
Bunny Waltersdorf 9/18
Stephanie Bickford 9/19
Rylan Cox  9/19
Kathy Argueso  9/20
Paige Kaetzel  9/20
Elizabeth Anderson 9/21
Patrick Ricker  9/22
John Cozzoli  9/23
Heidi Mccusker 9/25
Ivor Knight  9/26
William McGovern 9/26
Bill Soulis  9/27
Jerry Bock  9/28
Katherine Wallschleger  9/29


