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Ramblings from the Rector on . . . 

Peeling the Onion
We have officially moved into the Yellow Phase with regards to the COVID pandemic.  
What this ideally means is that we can begin scaling back on some of the restrictions 
we’ve been having to live with for the past year and more.  What this practically means 
is that we need to slowly reintroduce pieces of our common life so that we don’t over-
whelm the system or the people.  It’s a little bit like training for a marathon – you don’t 
begin training by going out and running 15 miles; you begin by setting up a step-by-
step, day-by-day system that starts small with the goal of reaching 26.2 miles.

The first regathering surveys went out a few weeks ago.  One of the things we learned 
was that everyone who completed a survey had been vaccinated.  This is a very good 
thing.  There were several other areas where people provided answers and feedback 
that the Vestry and I are taking into consideration as we begin to relax some restric-
tions.  But as I said, this will be a slow process.

The first changes to be made took effect on June 27:

• We are no longer requiring reservations to attend service.
• We will continue with one service at 9:30.
• Masks are still required indoors.
• We have reserved the first several pews in each row for those who want to maintain 

some form of physical distancing, but have allowed all other pews to be designated 
as open seating.

• We are still maintaining contact tracing (just in case).
• We are allowing congregational singing as long as people remain masked.
• We are allowing post-service coffee hour on the Antietam Street veranda or outside 

the elevator entrance.
• The stairway from the veranda to the upper level has been reopened.



2

• We are opening the kitchen and Antietam St. doors to allow for easier entry (which, 
like the elevator door, will also be re-locked during the service for security reasons).

These are the first changes/adjustments to be made as we move further into the Yellow 
Phase, with more coming.  But, as I told another member of the congregation, this whole 
process is like peeling back the layers of an onion.  There have been so many layers of 
safety protocols put in place during the course of the pandemic that it is not only imprac-
tical to remove everything at once, but it is also unsafe.  So we remove one or two levels of 
mitigation at a time, like peeling back the layers of an onion, slowly over time, and evalu-
ate how it went before moving onto the next one to be removed.

But, like dealing with an onion, this process may also make you cry.  Concerns about 
moving too fast, or not fast enough, will be brought up.  Comparisons to other churches 
may be brought up.  Issues around COVID fatigue will come up.  Restarting ministries 
and programs will come up, and whether or not they can be restarted due to levels of 
participation.  All these and more are layers to the onion that sometimes make me want to 
cry.

Hopefully we are on the other side of the pandemic.  There are still things about which we 
need to be concerned (vaccination rates and the delta variant are two).  But I am hopeful 
that we will soon be safely in the Green Phase, able to carry on as the the body of Christ 
as expressed in the people of Saint John’s.

So for now, even though certain precautions are beginning to be relaxed, we need to take 
this slowly, one step at a time.  And hopefully, as we peel back those layers of the onion, 
we will all be able to cry tears of joy rather than of sadness.

Blessings,

Todd+
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Discretionary Report
Current Month

Beginning Balance (May 24):    $5,108.00

Deposits:
 Account Corrections from March    $   245.00
 June Deposits     $   578.00

Subtotal      $5,931.00

Expenditures:
  New Check Fees   $    -36.00
 5/24 Blessings Box purchases  $  -279.00
 6/14 Blessings Box purchases  $  -388.00
 
Balance as of June 15:     $5,228.00 

Currently have no Sheetz Cards to give out, with both $10 and $25 cards available for 
purchase.

If you would like to help supply the Blessings Box, donations memo’d “Blessings Box” 
will be tracked through the Discretionary Fund for that purpose.

The Rector’s Discretionary Fund is used to directly assist people in immediate need.  
Please contact the office or send a check memo’d “Disc. Fund” if you would like to 
financially assist in this ministry.

Blessings,

Todd+
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Blessings Box
In a few short months the Blessings Box has become a vital resource for those in need, so 
much so that it is often empty within a day or two after being restocked.

If you would like to help with this program there are primarily two ways to do so: 1) pur-
chase extra items when you shop and put them in the box or bring them to church on Sun-
day; or 2) donate funds and earmark them “Blessings Box,” they will be placed in the Discre-
tionary Fund to be used for shopping trips.

Here is Patsy Hohman restocking the Box from the supplies we recently purchased.
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Independence Day Carillon Recital

Jim Brinson will present a carillon recital on Sunday, July 4 at 3:00 p.m. at Mercersburg 
Academy Chapel featuring Patriotic music, American folk songs, and hymns. Bring a lawn 
chair or blanket, explore the gardens and campus, or listen to the music from your vehicle. 
The program is free and the public is invited to attend. 

Biblical Reference to Trumpets

The priests stood at their posts; the Levites also, with the instruments for music to the Lord 
that King David had made for giving thanks to the Lord—for his steadfast love endures for 
ever—whenever David offered praises by their ministry. Opposite them the priests sounded 
trumpets; and all Israel stood. – 2 Chronicles 7:6

Music Notes
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Saint John’s VBS
July 17, 2021

“Making the Impossible Possible”

Ages 3 and up

City Park, North Pavilion

9am to 3pm

Please email:  youthmin.stjohns@myactv.net to register.

Summer Sunday School will return live in person on July 18 on the playground after 
service!  Please join us for a Bible lesson and activity with Heidi!  (If it rains we will be on 
the office porch)



7

Adult Forum Movie Night - July 23, 2021: God on Trial

They asked me if I liked this movie, and I didn’t know how to answer.  It
made me think, it made me feel, it left me stunned, but “like?” -- I don’t
know.  You need to make your own judgment.

Who is to blame for the greatest of all crimes? Facing extermination at
Auschwitz, a group of Jewish prisoners solemnly weighs the case against God.
Following the harrowing ritual of selection for death or hard labor, a group
of new inmates, unsure of their appointed fates, begins asking how God could
allow for so much suffering. Impulsively, the men decide to put God on trial
for abandoning His chosen people. Amid the sound of prisoners outside being
marched to the gas chamber, the trial unfolds addressing the age-old
question: How can there be evil in a universe ruled buy an all-powerful,
benevolent God? - based upon an actual event.

Join us for a serious look at this test of faith and faithfulness. If you
have not signed up before, contact robertayrer@gmail.com for details.

Bob Ayrer
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Deacon’s Corner 
(and a little more)

This month is hectic. I need a room instead of just this corner.

The most unfortunate event of the past 15 or so months has led the Spirit to revitalize 
and restore old programs and add some new for this coming Fall for us together.

Lou Lamb and I will begin collecting children’s books new and gently used for the Com-
munity Book Drive in August. The leaders in our area who make this happen are the 
United Way of Washington County, Hagerstown Area Religious Council, Hagerstown 
Rotary Club, and the Bester Community of Hope. There will be an insert in the bulletin 
with the suggested titles. You will be able to drop your donation on Sunday morning’s 
beginning in August or during the week at the church office. Pick up will be in the mid-
dle of September.

In July, I will be asking volunteers to help with the 2021 Block Party on Saturday Sep-
tember 18th. We are registered for this event and asking for two tents, six tables, and 
four chairs. In addition, I hope to gather infant, toddler, and youth clothes new or gently 
used throughout August to give away to our Bester Community. The volunteers needed 
are sorters in August and early September, hospitality during the event, trucks, and labor 
to haul our gifts to and from the event, and always your prayers.

HARC Hike for Hunger and Hope Saturday September 11th 
The proceeds for this event are for Micah’s Backpack, Interfaith work in Washington 
County, and early childhood education and well–being programs. I will be doing a virtu-
al walk again this year and asking for pledges on Facebook. However, for as little as $40 
for an individual or $65 for a family, you too can hike 2.5 miles. Of course, the higher the 
miles there is a slight increase in fees. Still, these fees are bargains since you get a snack 
and drink stops along the way, and lunch, and other exciting activities for the whole 
family.  Register online before August 20th and receive a $10 Early-bird discount. Don’t 
wait. Add this activity to your calendar, register online on the HARC Facebook Page that 
leads you right to the pledge page,  http://www.harccoalition.org/hike website, and prac-
tice your 13-mile hike!! BTW if 13 miles isn’t enough for you, try the Challenge Hike on 
September 25th on the Appalachian Trail in PA, 20 plus miles. 
Rugged hikers are needed!!

Finally, August 31st is International Overdose Awareness Day which raises awareness 
of overdoses and reduces the stigma of drug-related deaths” (Maryland Coalition of 
Families Website).  I will be adding this to my calendar, and I hope you will too. 
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Breakfast is Back

You may remember it as the Breakfast Bunch meeting on Monday mornings. Be-
ginning Monday, August 2, we will revive this tradition. As some of you may not 
know this is not just for members of the Fabric and Grounds Commission. Very 
little of what we talk about during our breakfast is about fixing broken things 
at St. John’s.  You never know what subject may come up at any given moment. 
Since our old breakfast place has closed, we will be meeting at the Valley Mall 
Family Restaurant initially. It is located behind the old Toys-R-Us store. So, if you 
feel so inclined please join us at 7:00 am on any given Monday morning. I would 
like to have some idea of how many people to expect so I can let the restaurant 
know. Please contact me, Bob Speelman, at 540-247-21482 or rwspeelman@out-
look.com. I am looking forward to meeting with you.  

Bob Speelman, Senior Warden

Washington Goes Purple, an awareness of addiction and mental disorders non-profit, 
kicks off activities throughout the month of September beginning on the 3rd in City Park 
at 6pm.

Together we can make the kingdom of God nearer with our hearts and minds and feet 
walking in the path that Jesus calls us. Let us reach out and welcome, serve, encourage and 
worship with our brothers and sisters in our neighborhoods.

This month is unusually busy.  I think I need a room instead of just this corner.

Deacon Sue
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Enter to Win

Have you seen the signs on the corner of Walnut Street and the front of the church on 
South Prospect Street?  “We can’t be ‘us’ without ‘U”.  Please join us, won’t you?  Whether 
you’re coming back or you’re here for the first time:  WE WELCOME YOU!”  These are 
two of the four signs we switch places with every two weeks. The purpose is to attract and 
welcome newcomers to our church as well as welcoming our parishioners. 

Want to see your art work displayed in one of the above places and win $25 to boot? The 
Welcoming Commission is sponsoring a contest for youth and adults (20 +) to do just 
that. The size of the insert is 24 by 36 inches. If possible, it should be camera ready and, of 
course, in good taste. Send your entries to stjohnswelcoming101@gmail.com.  No limit to 
your imagination and entries.  We look forward to your participation.  Contest ends July 
31.

Cookbook Update

The St. John’s new cookbook Cooking for Better Times is currently available for 
purchase. This cookbook promises to be a collector’s item with recipe contri-
butions from our parish’s best cooks. You are going to be amazed by the contri-
butions and the accompanying artwork that will make up the 250+ pages. The 
cookbook will be distributed after November 1, 2021.

Because we are starting sales prior to its publication, we are offering specials.   
You can purchase the cookbook for $17 prior to September 5, 2021. After that 
date the cost will be $20.00. Furthermore, if you purchase 4 cookbooks, the fifth 
is FREE!!! They will make perfect Christmas gifts, hostess gifts, or tokens of 
appreciation any time of the year.

Watch upcoming bulletins for dates that the cookbook can be purchased after 
worship services. You may also purchase the cookbook by visiting the St. John’s 
website at www.stjohnshagerstown.org.

Inquiries or questions may be sent to Bruce Massey at 240-675-4498 or to Betty 
Markle at b.markle@comcast.net.

All proceeds will benefit Service and Outreach Commission’s many programs.  
Thank you for your support!
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Way to Go, Jerry!

Congratulations to Jerry Bock for completing his first year of Education for Ministry 
(EfM)! EfM is a four-year course of theology education-at-a distance offered by Se-
wanee at the University of the South. He made it through voluminous readings in addi-
tion to studying the Old Testament. Jerry’s first year of EFM was held by Zoom with a 
group from The Church of the Transfiguration, Braddock Heights, MD under the facil-
itation and leadership of Rosemary Dumont. He was in a class that included the rector 
of their church, a retired rector, and their senior warden. Jerry is spending the summer 
reading the Apocrapha. If you are interested in EfM or want more information on how 
to enroll in a class at the Church of the Transfiguration, see Jerry or give him a call at 
304-283-8338.

Keep Flocking

Even thought the J2A are currently in Oregon, those sneaky little birds are still out and 
about. The J2A has decided to continue to flock throughout the summer with the proceeds 
now going to THE BLESSING BOX. The J2A teens felt that this is a worthy project and 
they are happy to be able to help their parish. The flamingos have been a blessing for the 
J2A so it seems only appropriate.

If you know a friend that would enjoy the benefits of having 10 pink flamingos in their yard 
please contact Joelene Young, 541-659-8152. The benefits are many and the smiles have 
been great.  Most people have commented how fun it was to get them and that once the 
flamingos are gone their yard feels a little empty.  

Joelene Young

Traveling Teens

The J2A teens, Brent Martin, Christina Argueso, Rachel Hebb, and Nate Mummert are 
currently on the Oregon Coast working on an environmental project.  They would like to 
thank everyone at St John’s who has supported them on this journey both financially and 
spiritually.  The J2A teen along with Fr Todd and Joelene ask for your continued prayers on 
this journey.  

On July 11th, the teens will be giving a presentation at church about their trip and what 
they did. Please be sure to attend either online or in person.

Peace,
J2A Team
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 Becca Burford & Teresa Taylor 7/04
 Richard & Mary Mallery  7/16
 Bill & Jacquelyn Alexander  7/17
 Ken & Peg Brown   7/22

HappyAnniversary!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Emerson Younger  7/2
Susan Lewis   7/3
Liam Sealing   7/3
Liam Happel   7/4
Peg Brown   7/7
Kaye Harbaugh  7/7
Marie Hensel   7/7
Jane Rozes   7/8
Brent Martin   7/10
Braden Myers   7/12
Robin Spickler   7/12
Chip Sealing   7/14

Bill Seekford   7/15
Beverly Abeles   7/16
Carol Cox   7/17
Betty Thompson  7/18
Alexia Jarrett   7/21
Teresa Taylor   7/21
Jim Brinson   7/22
Russ Marks   7/22
Leah Alvestad   7/23
Gail Petre   7/29
Elizabeth Smith  7/29


