
SOUNDINGS
 The Newsletter of Saint John’s Episcopal Parish, Hagerstown, Maryland

June 2021
Ramblings from the Rector on . . . 

Patience
We have all heard about or read the new COVID guidelines put out by the CDC (I 
wrote about this a few weeks ago as well).  We have probably also heard or read about 
any number of varying responses to those guidelines.  I for one have noticed that 
several stores have taken down their “Masks Required” signs.  I noticed one business 
changed their sign to read, “Masks Encouraged but Not Required.”

Different people have different reactions to these changes.  Some have happily dis-
carded their masks.  Others continue to wear them at different times and in different 
circumstances.  Some people will enter businesses without any worries.  Others will 
continue to evaluate which businesses they enter based on the number of cars in the 
parking lot.  There is no one right answer.

These decisions also affect us here at Saint John’s.  I have received several inquiries 
wondering such things as when can we sing, when will we be at full capacity, when will 
we return to two services, when will we have Prayer Books and Hymnals back in the 
pews, when can we stop making reservations, when can we have coffee hour, and oth-
ers.

The first, and shortest, answer to all of these questions is, “I don’t know.”

The second, longer answer is more complicated.  First, remember that we adhere to 
the COVID guidelines as set forth by the diocese.  We may or may not like that, but it 
is important to note that, thanks to the diligence of the diocese and her parishes, no 
church has been the source of a COVID outbreak.

In following those guidelines, we are still in the Orange Phase; meaning that, for now, 
we will continue to follow all protocols we have been following for the last few months.

The good news here is that the improved Yellow Phase is within sight.  In order to 
implement any of the above questions we must first be classified as being in that Yellow 
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Phase.  In order to make that jump, Washington County needs to have a new case rate of 
less than ten for four consecutive weeks.  As of this writing, and if I’ve tracked the calen-
dar correctly, we are working on our third week of that magic <10 marker.  Each of the 
above questions will be addressed one at a time once we move into the Yellow Phase, with 
a period of reflection after each one has been implemented.

This period of reopening is going to be deliberate and well-thought out.  For some of you, 
it may seem too slow.  For others, it may seem too fast.  But I want everyone to know that 
all of this is being done with an eye to the safety of the people of Saint John’s and with the 
recognition that the coronavirus may mutate, forcing us into another shutdown.

As we look at moving into the Yellow Phase, be on the lookout for surveys as we work to 
determine the vaccination rate, comfort level of restriction removal, and preferred order 
of removal.  Those surveys should begin arriving within the next week, if not already.  
They will also be anonymous, so you don’t need to worry about being judged for a partic-
ular opinion.

It is very important that you complete the surveys as soon as possible so we can make the 
best decisions for our parish and all who call this place home.

I also want to remind you that this will be a slow process.  Just like I don’t train for the 
football season by going out and doing everything at once, but start a little at a time build-
ing up to the season, neither will we fling open all our doors at once saying, “Everybody 
come on in!”  We will start a little at a time, testing the waters, and working our way up to 
a fully open building.

Finally, let us continue to run the race with diligence.  Let us not tire of following safe 
practices.  Let us be patient and understanding in our slow but continual move forward.  
And let us remember that, like we can’t rush through Advent to get to Christmas, we can’t 
rush through COVID to reach the desired goal of a fully open building.

We have come a long way and we can (hopefully) see the end of the pandemic on the 
horizon.  But now is not the time for reckless anticipation, but a time for a hopeful, mea-
sured caution.  Now, more than at any other time during the pandemic, is the time that 
will try our patience.  So let us all work together to remain patiently hopeful as, little by 
little, we whittle away at the pandemic restrictions that have kept us separated until the 
day comes when we can once again gather together as the full body of Christ as expressed 
at Saint John’s.

Blessings,

Todd+
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Discretionary Report
Current Month

Beginning Balance (April 18):    $6,112.00

Deposits:        $   700.00

Subtotal      $6,812.00

Expenditures:
 4/28 Rent Assistance   $  -900.00
 5/12 Blessings Box purchases  $  -354.00
 5/24 Rent Assistance   $  -450.00
 
Balance as of May 24:     $5,108.00 

Currently have no Sheetz Cards to give out, with both $10 and $25 cards available for 
purchase.

The Rector’s Discretionary Fund is used to directly assist people in immediate need.  
Please contact the office or send a check memo’d “Disc. Fund” if you would like to 
financially assist in this ministry.

Blessings,

Todd+
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Youth Corner
VBS is coming!  We will meet at the North Pavilion at Hagerstown City 
Park on July 17 from 9am to 4pm.  There will be all kinds of activities 
including crafts, snacks, games and Bible time!  Lunch will also be pro-
vided.  Please pre-register by contacting Heidi McCusker at youthmin.
stjohns@myactv.net

Virtual Sunday School is on vacation!  We will start back up on July 18 
at 11am.  Enjoy your summer break!

Cookbook Update

It still not too late to see your name in print! You can still submit your favorite 
recipe to be included in St. John’s new cookbook, Cooking for Better Times to 
Betty Markle at b.markle@comcast.com. Our final recipe deadline is July 1. We 
are especially interested in recipes for main entrees and casseroles!

Plans are to start cookbook sales in July.  The cost of the cookbook is $20 each; 
buy four and get a fifth one FREE!  Cookbooks should be be ready for delivery 
by November 1. They will make wonderful Christmas gifts.

Proceeds from the cookbook sales will benefit Service and Outreach Commis-
sion’s many projects. Thank you!
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Bester Elementary School Thanks You

St. John’s has again reached out to serve others by providing afternoon snacks to 
young students at Bester Elementary School.  Our goal was to provide enough snacks 
to last to the end of the school year.  We accomplished that in just a couple of weeks!  
Bester sends us heartfelt thanks for helping to feed and treat its kindergarten students.  
As you are probably aware, many of Bester’s students do not get a lot of food at home.  
So our giving was especially appreciated.  Again, many thanks to all of you who con-
tributed to this worthy cause.

“A generous person will be blessed, for he gives some of his food to the poor.”  Prov-
erbs 22:9

Lou Lamb, Service and Outreach Commission

Thank you to the mystery flocker! The birds are still adorning my yard.

                                                                              - Jill Spellman.

P.S. What goes around comes around. Just saying...
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Music Notes

Virtual Organ Recital

Mark King will present a virtual recital on Friday, June 4 at 7:00 p.m., as part of the Music at 
Saint John’s Series.

The recital can be viewed at facebook.com/stjohnshagerstown or the church’s website (www.
stjohnshagerstown.org) under the FB & Worship tab (click link for Organ Recital).

The program will include music of the German baroque composer, Dietrich Buxtehude; 
French romantic composer, Alexandre Guilmant; 20th century English/American composer, 
William Arthur Goldsworthy; 20th century English composer, Allan Wicks; and 21st centu-
ry jazz composer, Liselotte Kunkel. 

Plan to watch online this diverse program, and invite family, friends and neighbors to view 
the event. 

Biblical Reference to Trumpets

Then you shall have the trumpet sounded loud; on the tenth day of the seventh month--on 
the day of atonement--you shall have the trumpet sounded throughout your land. 

– Leviticus 25:9
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Adult Forum Movie Night for June: 
Mass Appeal

Everyone loves Jack Lemmon! This is one of his finest.

Should a priest tell his congregation what they want to hear instead of the truth? Mass 
Appeal stars Jack Lemon as Father Tim Farley, a complacent priest who drives a Mer-
cedes and cracks jokes from the pulpit of a wealthy suburban parish.  When an idealis-
tic, radical seminarian accuses him of “song and dance theology,” the result is a head-
on clash that teaches each man the true meaning of faith.

Based upon the Broadway hit play, this witty and thought-provoking adaptation is a 
humorous and compelling dual of conscience and compromise.

Join us on June 25th at 7 p.m. for another Zoom adventure.  If you have not registered 
before, send an e-mail to robertayrer@gmail.com for meeting information.
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Deacon’s Corner
Deacons are the extra hands, feet, eyes, and hearts of the community.  According to the 
Book of Common Prayer (BCP) page 856, Deacons are “to, “represent Christ and his 
Church, particularly as a servant of those in need; and to assist bishops and priests in the 
proclamation of the Gospel and the administration of the sacraments.” The ministry of 
the Deacon is to serve.  From the Maryland Episcopal Deacons webpage.  Deacons are 
“to inspire to love and serve others.” For me this means that I take my ordination vows to 
heart.  As those vows begin, (BCP 544), ‘Every Christian is called to follow Jesus Christ, 
serving God the Father, through the power of the Holy Spirit.  God now calls you to a 
special ministry of servanthood directly under your bishop. In the name of Jesus Christ, 
you are to serve all people, particularly the poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely.”  
 
As a deacon I am to be nourished by the scriptures, to model my life after them, to make 
Christ known and his redemptive love, by my word and example, with those whom I 
live, work, and worship.  Making Christ known is not my only calling, as I am also “to in-
terpret to the Church the needs, concerns, and the hopes of the world.” To sum this up, I 
am to see Christ in all persons and be the bridge between the outside world that has not 
known Christ and the inward Church as she can use her gifts to spread the Good News 
of Christ and the Kingdom of God.
 
As COVID-19’s restrictions lift, I will be more active outside the walls of Saint John’s.  I 
will be in the world investing time in seeking justice for those in poverty through in-
volvement in the Poor Peoples Campaign, gathering information on how we may treat 
more humanely immigrants fleeing from their countries of origin.  I will be engaged 
with the Maryland Legislative Session in 2022, discerning the reasons behind the mass 
incarcerations of people of color and hopefully finding new ways to reduce crime, and so 
on.

As the year continues, my role will be to inspire action by the community of Saint John’s.  
Our path is the path towards the Kingdom of God.  Our path is to let Christ be known in 
all the world.  Our path is to walk in the light as a resurrected people, guided by the Holy 
Spirit.

Deacon Sue
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Graduation Sunday
On June 13, after the 9:30 service, we will celebrate all of St John’s graduates, especial-
ly our high school graduates of 2020 and 2021.  There will be a reception to honor all 
those involved.  Come help celebrate their achievements and wish them well on their 
next adventures.

Here are graduates submitted to the St. John’s Parish office. If you have a graduate you 
want to honor, please email their details to secretary.stjohns@myactv.net.

• Maddie Abeles graduated from Penn State University, University Park, College of 
Health and Human Development with a B.S. in Kinesiology.  She plans on being 
an elementary Physical Education teacher.

• Haley Burkholder is graduating from Clear Spring High School. She will be 
attending Millersville University Honors College, majoring in Psychology and 
minoring in special education.

• Brent Martin is graduating Greencastle-Antrim High School. He will be attend-
ing Slippery Rock University, majoring in Exercise Science.

• Nathanael Mummert is graduating from Greencastle Atrim High School. He 
plans to attend Thaddeus Stevens College where he plans to study architecture. 

• Julia Sunnarborg is graduating from Middletown High School. She will be at-
tending the University of Maryland Baltimore County (UMBC) this fall.
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J2A Mission Trip

The J2A (Journey to Adulthood) group has been active over the past three years and 
through the pandemic.  This is a program of the Episcopal church designed to help teens 
make the transition into adulthood.  Part of this program are two trips: an urban excursion 
(which was their trip to NYC a few years ago) and another, longer trip to an area they’ve 
never been that has a mission component built in.

In 2019 the group decided to make this second trip to the Oregon coast and implement an 
ecological element that would involve learning about and participating in beach clean up.  
They began a series of fundraising activities with the hopes of having enough funds for a 
summer 2020 trip.

Well, we all know what the summer of 2020 was like – all of their plans and several fund-
raisers were washed away.

However, the Flamingo Flocking effort continued, and they did raise a substantial amount 
for this trip.  

As you may have heard, the Flamingo Flocks have returned and are spreading their joy and 
happiness around the Hagerstown area.  And the trip to Oregon has now been scheduled 
for June 28 – July 3 of this year.

If you would like to help support this group financially, you can call me (541-659-8151) to 
arrange a flocking.  You may also donate directly to the J2A group via online giving (click 
this link and choose J2A Mission Trip:) or through our GivePlus app on your smartphone.

Thank you for your support over these past few years as we have watched this group of 
teens mature into young adults.

Joelene Young



11

Dear People of Saint John’s,

As you read in Joelene’s article, the J2A are headed to Oregon later this month as the final 
event of the J2A program.

One part of this program includes the prayers and support of their parish family.  At var-
ious points in the trip, the teens will receive written letters and prayers from the people of 
Saint John’s.  

Joelene and I are asking you, the people of Saint John’s who have watched them grow from 
young children into the amazing young adults they are becoming, to write a card or short 
letter to each of them telling them how you feel about them as a young person and how you 
see God working through them.

Those scheduled to go on this trip are:  Christina Argueso, Haley Burkholder, Rachel Hebb, 
Brent Martin, and Nathanael Mummert.

Letters and/or cards can be given to Joelene or myself in a number ways:

Email: rector@stjohnshagerstown.org or lovelywife519@gmail.com
Regular mail:  St. John’s Episcopal Church, 101 S. Prospect, Hagerstown, MD  21740, Attn: 
Fr. Todd
Drop off:  Either at the church office (see above), or give it to Joelene at the Tower Entrance 
when you come to church on Sunday.

Please have letters at the church office by Wednesday, June 23, or given to Joelene on Sun-
day, June 27.

Thank you for helping support the youth of Saint John’s Parish,

Todd+
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William & Ashley Myers-Brown 6/4
Jami & Stu Mullendore  6/9
Jack & Betty Thompson  6/9
Fred & Caroline Wright  6/11
Russ & Kathy Marks  6/14
David & Stacey Abeles  6/16

Kati & John Webb  6/16
Ron & Judy Myers  6/17
Jerry & Sue Sowers  6/17
Bill & Deanna Soulis 6/23
Patrick & Lauri Ricker 6/27
Gaye & Bill McGovern 6/29

HappyAnniversary!

John Miller   6/4
Tamara Martinez  6/5
Evvie Williams  6/5
Robert Maguire  6/7
Betty Markle   6/8
Allison Jarrett   6/9
Leighton Younger  6/9
Melissa Hutton  6/10
Stuart Mullendore  6/10
Jack Thompson  6/10
Linda Gray Jones  6/11
Suzanne Abeles  6/12
Lou Lamb   6/12
Stephny Lietuvnikas  6/13
Brenda (Duffy) Miles  6/13
Kathy Marks   6/15
Ken Brown Jr   6/16

Mary Ballard   6/17
Mikaela Mummert  6/17
June Burger   6/19
Tracey Happel   6/21
Jason Weibel   6/21
David Anderson  6/23
Will Godwin   6/23
Florence Forbes  6/24
CJ Sealing   6/25
Deanna Soulis   6/25
Monica Renee Mcclary 6/27
Ethel Kovacs-Myers  6/27
Dolores Carpenter  6/28
Barbara Creager  6/28
John Ashbaugh  6/30
Judy Raysely   6/30

HAPPY BIRTHDAY


