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Coming Out
On March 14 we “sprang forward” as we moved our clocks one hour ahead to give us 
more light in the evening hours.  Or something like that.  Most of us just lost sleep.

March 20 was the first day of Spring and the week that followed was glorious.

I’ve also noticed that, as we move into this period of sunshine and warmer weather, any 
number of animals are beginning to appear:  birds are happily (or annoyingly, depend-
ing on your point of view) chirping in the morning; people in the neighborhood are 
beginning to take their evening walks with the family; six-legged critters of all kinds 
are also starting to reappear.  And while I don’t particularly care for anything with 
more than four legs, it is, like it or not, a reminder that growth and new life are once 
again springing forth.

Many ancient tribes and societies had some form of religious recognition around the 
solstice or equinox.  The Stonehenge complex or Mayan temples immediately come 
to mind.  Sunny days in winter help drive away the doldrums, but when that sunny 
weather is combined with the first several days of sustained warmth, you know that 
things are beginning to change.  The smells of spring, provided they don’t cause too 
many problems with allergies, are also another sign that change is coming.  And it’s 
on these days when I want to have a continual musical loop of, “Mr. Blue Sky” by 
ELO, “Here Comes the Sun” by the Beatles, “Walking on Sunshine” by Katrina and the 
Waves, and other sunny-type songs playing as the soundtrack to life.

And here at Saint John’s, we are are also showing signs of renewed life.  We welcomed 
back people into the pews earlier in March.  We have gotten creative and will be using 
Trimble Hall as overflow seating for some of our upcoming services.  We are hopefully 
seeing the beginning of the end of the COVID-19 pandemic.  Heidi and Rebecca are 
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reinstating an in-person outdoor Sunday school.  Tammy and Peg are looking at some 
form of physically-safe, post-service social time.  The Vestry is looking at how we as a par-
ish move forward in the post-pandemic world.

The weather is warming up.  Birds are happily chirping.  People are beginning to stroll 
through the neighborhood.  Bugs are coming out.

We are also getting ready to celebrate Easter and the Day of Resurrection.  Jesus is getting 
ready to burst forth and come out of his tomb.

As the days get longer and the temperatures get warmer, pay attention to what is coming 
out around you – everything from birds to bugs, from families to flowers.  And remember 
that this is all a kind of resurrection.

So, where do you see signs of resurrection?  Look for them.  Pay attention to them.  Find 
them.  Celebrate them.

Happy Easter,

Todd+?

Todd+
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Worship Schedule

Holy Week begins on Palm Sunday on March 28 with the Liturgy of the Palms and the Passion.

The rest of the Holy Week schedule is as follows:

April 1:  Maundy Thursday:  7 pm, limited in-person and online
April 2:  Good Friday:  Noon, limited in-person only; 7 pm, limited in-person and online
April 3:  Holy Saturday:  Noon, limited in-person and online.
April 4:  Easter Day:  9:30, limited in-person and online with overflow seating in Trimble Hall.

I look forward to seeing you during these services however you are present with us.

May you have a blessed Holy Week and joyful Easter Day.
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Discretionary Report
Current Month

Beginning Balance (February 17):   $5,325.00

Deposits ($1000 dedicated to Blessings Box):   $1,250.00

Subtotal      $6,575.00

Expenditures:
 2/23 Rent Assistance    $-500.00
 
Balance as of March 18:    $6,075.00 

We received a $1000 gift earmarked for the new Blessings Box.  It was decided 
to put this donation into the Discretionary Fund since it is easier to make supply 
purchases without having to use the reimbursement system currently used for 
most parish expenditures.  Purchases made for the BB will be tracked and will be 
reported on this report every month.

Currently have no Sheetz Cards to give out, with both $10 and $25 cards available 
for purchase.

The Rector’s Discretionary Fund is used to directly assist people in immediate 
need.  Please contact the office or send a check memo’d “Disc. Fund” if you would 
like to financially assist in this ministry.

Blessings,

Todd+
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Music Notes
Music for Holy Week

March 28 (Palm Sunday): Music by the living English composer, Malcolm Archer; 20th 
century English composer, Charles Waters; and German baroque composers, Georg Philipp 
Telemann and Johann Pachelbel.

April 1 (Maundy Thursday at 7 pm): Music of the classical English composer, Samuel Web-
be; 20th/21st century American composer, Alec Wyton; and romantic French composer, 
Charles Tournemire.

April 2 (Good Friday at 12 noon and 7 pm): Plainsong settings of the Veneration of the 
Cross Anthems.

April 3 (Holy Saturday at 12 noon): Plainsong settings of the Lamentations.

April 4 (Easter Day at 9:30 am): Music for brass, organ and cantors by English baroque 
composer, Henry Purcell; German/English composer, George Frideric Handel; German late 
Renaissance/early baroque composer, Hans Leo Hassler; and living American composers, 
Michael Joseph and David Hurd.

American Premiere Performance at Virtual Piano Recital

The American Premiere of Nocturne No.1 by local composer, Harry Sterling will be per-
formed by Dr. Yu-Hsuan Liao on Sunday, April 25 at 4:00 p.m., as part of the Music at Saint 
John’s Series.  Due to Covid-19 precautions, we will not have an in-person audience, but the 
recital will be available online. 

The recital can be viewed at facebook.com/stjohnshagerstown, or the church’s website (st-
johnshagerstown.org) under the FB & Worship tab (click link for Piano Recital).

Harry Sterling holds academic degrees in musical composition and organ from Peabody 
Conservatory and Shepherd University. He is a former organist and choirmaster here at Saint 
John’s. 

Mr. Sterling’s composition, Nocturne No.1 received its World Premiere in January by Maria 
Marchant in London, England. 

Dr. Liao’s program will also feature compositions by Alexander Scriabin, Ming-Hsiu Yen, 
Carlos Simon, George Crumb, and Heitor Villa-Lobos.

Yu-Hsuan Liao is Associate Professor of Piano and Coordinator of Keyboard Studies at 
Shepherd University. She is a piano soloist, collaborative artist, and music educator. 
Yu-Hsuan has frequently appeared at the College of Music Society and other music confer-
ences as lecture presentor and performer. She received her Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree at 
Tung-Hai University, and Masters and Doctoral Degrees of Musical Arts in Piano Perfor-
mance from the University of Texas at Austin.

Plan to watch online this diverse recital, and invite family, friends and neighbors to view the 
event.
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Calling all Sous Chefs, Executive Chefs, Culinary Artists, 
Scullery Assistants, Food Connoisseurs, Pastry Artists, and Cooks too!!!

What do you do during a pandemic?   COOK, because there’s not much else to do.  COOK,  
because you can’t dine out comfortably.   COOK, because you want to hone your culinary 
skills.  COOK, because there’s no incentive to diet.  COOK, because it’s something that 
is safe.  COOK, because it makes you feel good.   So what better time than to develop St. 
John’s Episcopal Church’s second cookbook:   COOKING FOR BETTER TIMES! 

An initiative of the Service and Outreach Commission, the 
COOKING FOR BETTER TIMES cookbook will be pub-
lished and ready for sale by the Thanksgiving/Christmas 
2021 holidays.  All proceeds will be used to finance SOC 
activities.   

During the course of the next six months, we will be mak-
ing solicitations for your favorite recipes by categories, i.e. 
appetizers, hors d’oeurves,  salads, entrees, desserts, bever-
ages, etc.   No recipe can be too fancy or too simple.   All are 
welcome!  Because so many of us are empty nesters, there 
will be a section entitled “Recipes for One or Two.”   You 
will be delighted to know there will be an opportunity to 
share stories and pictures related to your recipes and you 
may submit recipes in honor or in memory of someone too.   
We have a subcommittee who will be providing applicable 
scriptures for each section.  Exciting??.....you bet!!!

So to kick it off............We are beginning with a solicitation 
for Recipes for One or Two, Appetizers and Hors d’oeuvres.  
Please start digging in your family cookbooks for some delectable recipes and send them 
to our editor, Betty Markle at b.markle@comcast.net.   If you are more comfortable using 
the mail, please send them to Betty Markle, P. O. Box 201, Keedysville, MD  21756.  Dead-
line for submission for these categories is Thursday, March 25, 2021.

If you have questions regarding this initiative you may contact Bruce Massey at 240-675-
4498 or lbmassey@verizon.net.   Looking forward to your conntributions.   YUM for now!
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Education Opportunities on Zoom: 
The Book of Revelation - What it is about?

When the pandemic hit last year, everything stopped. And then at some point we began 
doing things in a new and different way. One of the things that changed was the Sunday 
morning adult formation and the Rector’s Forum.

Bob Ayrer found a way to continue the adult formation class on Zoom and has done a 
great job with that program. The group currently meets at 8 pm on Thursday evenings 
via Zoom. People can join the group at any time and participate in the discussion, so you 
don’t necessarily need to have been there from the beginning. If you are interested, you 
can contact Bob Ayrer, or simply log into Zoom every Thursday at 8 pm. The Meeting ID 
is: 844 0581 9222; Passcode: 179079.

The Sunday morning forum I held also needed to adapt and move.

Early in the pandemic I began Genesis on Zoom where we examined all 50 chapters of 
the first book in the Bible. For the most part, everyone attending had a good time and 
learned a few new things along the way. We completed the book just before Palm Sunday 
and, after a discussion of what we wanted to tackle next, it was decided that we wanted to 
delve into the last book of the Bible.

I invite you to join me and other intrepid biblical explorers as we journey through The 
Revelation of Jesus Christ Given to John, or simply, Revelation.

We begin our journey on Sunday, April 25, at 1 pm, via Zoom. The Meeting ID is 818 
4372 6716, and the Passcode is 157 085.

I look forward to having you with us.

Fr. Todd+

Having participated in his Zoom study of Genesis, I can attest to the qual-
ity of Fr. Todd’s ability to guide us in a deeper knowledge and appreciation 
of this book. Each week I look forward to our time together. Even though 
we gather virtually, we still experience a meaningful time together. We 
owe it to ourselves to grow together as strengthen the social connection of 
our parish family. 

Jim Brinson
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Adult Forum Movie Night 
The Monkey Trial!

What? You say that you never heard of the Butler Act? In 1925 concerted anti-evo-
lutionists in the Tennessee legislature passed a law proposed by John W. Butler to 
prohibit the teaching of anything other than the Biblical creation story in the public 
schools.  When the ACLU received news of the bill’s passage, it immediately sent out a 
press release offering to challenge the Butler Act. What became known as the Scopes 
Monkey Trial began as a publicity stunt for the town of Dayton, Tennessee.
A local businessman met with the school superintendent and a lawyer to discuss using 
the ACLU offer to get newspapers to write about the town. The group asked if high 
school science teacher John Scopes would admit to teaching evolution for the purposes 
of prosecution.

It was announced to newspapers the next day that Scopes had been charged with vio-
lating the Butler Act, and the town wired the ACLU to procure its services. 
Three-time presidential nominee William Jennings Bryan volunteered to present for 
the prosecution. The politician was already well-known as an anti-evolution activist, 
almost single-handedly creating the national controversy over the teaching of evolu-
tion and making his name inseparable from the issue.

Clarence Darrow – a famous attorney who had recently acted for the defense in the 
notorious Leopold and Loeb murder trial defended Scopes.  This set up the “Trial of 
the Century!”

Mark your calendar for Friday, April 23, 7 p.m. to join our Zoom group to watch a 
dramatization of this Trial of the Century featuring two Hollywood legends as Bryan 
and Darrow as they reenact this historic event in Inherit the Wind! Then stick around 
for the discussion to follow.  If you are interested, send an e-mail to robertayrer@gmail.
com for more information.

Bob Ayrer, Moderator
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Christian Formation 
for children and youth:

Sunday School update:
There will be NO Virtual Sunday School on Easter Sunday. There will be an Egg Hunt for 
all interested children and youth on the playground following the service. Masks MUST be 
worn at ALL times while enjoying our time of fellowship. Please bring a basket or bag to 
hold your eggs. 

Youth Happenings:
There will be a Mock Lock-in on April 17 beginning at 4pm. It will be held via Zoom. This 
is for all youth ages 13 and above. The theme is “Faith is Bigger Than Fear”. Please join Joe-
lene and Heidi for a time of games, fellowship, food and Bible discussion. We ask that you 
let us know one week ahead of time if you know for sure if you are going to attend. That 
way we can deliver your themed snacks and game supplies!  We will end our time with 
church service on Sunday and then follow up with our scavenger hunt item reveal and dis-
cussion on April 18 at 7pm during regular EYC time. Kate Riley, Diocesan Youth Coordi-
nator, will join us for EYC! Please let Joelene or Heidi know if you need Zoom information 
for either time.

EYC Update:
April 18 at 7pm we will meet on Zoom for our Mock Lock-in follow up. Due to lack of par-
ticipation, this will be the last virtual EYC offering. EYC will pick back up when Fr. Todd 
says it is safe for us to meet again in person. Please let Heidi know if you need Zoom infor-
mation.

Looking Ahead
The Christian Formation Commission is considering the possibility of an outdoor event in 
the summer, such as a Vacation Bible School offering over a weekend.  Please contact Heidi 
McCusker at youthmin.stjohns@myactv.net if you would like to volunteer to help plan or 
participate.
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Service and Outreach Commission News

We had two very successful Saturdays - Soup and Personal Items Giveaway at Walnut 
Towers on March 6 and Food Pantry Day on March 13 with the giveaway of 200 food 
boxes.   We had lots of help and lots of smiles from those who accepted our gifts.

Our efforts are always sincerely appreciated as can be seen from excerpts from recent 
"Thank you" notes:

"Thank you for being so very thoughtful when everyone took time out of their day to de-
liver the goody bags on such a cold, windy day on March 6 at Buildings A & B of Walnut 
Towers.  Everyone in both buildings really appreciated everything and the soup was very 
good.     Have a blessed day!"

And, from the Meritus Heroes Fund......

"Your gift ($550) will assist in providing meals and necessities for staff, along with incen-
tive pay for critically needed positions, while     creating stress-relieving initiatives and 
most importantly, strengthening the physical, mental and emotional health of the front-
line staff.      It will bring some comfort and touch of joy amidst difficult and high stress 
situations."

Our Pastoral Committee will be sending Easter greetings to those who are homebound. 
If you know of anyone with special needs, please contact Dusty Graham.

We also wanted to make sure we thanked all the amazing volunteers. February and 
March have been busy times for our volunteers between REACH and our two giveaway 
Saturdays. Thank you to all those who help at the events and help behind the scenes.
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Deacon’s Corner
What I like best about this time of year is the beauty bursting forth from the 
ground, blossoming with no care of a frost, beauty thriving after a bleak year of the 
worst year ever.  All of who we were during our year-long Lent was really poopy 
(sorry for that global statement, for some I sure there were some good times.)  All 
was not lost; we have our ideas of what we can change for the coming new normal.  
Resurrection is like that.  Setting aside what was to bring a new beginning into our 
lives.  We have hope of what is yet to come.

We are not out of the COVID woods.  We can see the brightness of Christ blos-
soming forth in the glorious field in the distance.  We not only hope but we know, 
as we celebrate Christ’s rising, we are rising with him, being made whole by God’s 
love and grace.  Somedays though are difficult.  A very thoughtful then seminarian 
Jeff Chu reminded me about compost, and, well, the dead things in life to make 
living things grow.  While he was attending Princeton Theological Seminary, he 
worked the Farminary.  He describes his experiences there in a neat sermon on-
line.  Google, Jeff Chu Theology, and you’ll likely find his sermon on the internet.  
Out of the dead is new life.

Star dust, carbon, neutrinos, particle theory, are our current known origins of the 
building blocks of life.  Nothing in this creation is ever a waste, it is just re-imag-
ined and remade by the Creator.  While we head into the Season of Easter, may 
we be reminded the year that was will not define what the year ahead can be.  All 
things are made new in Christ.

Deacon Sue

Help Needed to Stream Services

If you have watched our services online, you know that 
Saint John’s has come a long way in the past year. We now 
have a state-of-the-art camera and sound system. Now we 
are in need of few people to help operate it. David Martin 
with backup help from Pieter Bickford have been able 
to stream nearly every service. We would like to train 
2-4 additional people in order to have a rotating team of 
“streamers.” If you are interested, please email pbickford@
gmail.com.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Chip & Jennifer Sealing   4/12
Linda Gray Jones & Lawrence Jones 4/16
Michael & Kaye Harbaugh   4/19
Mike & Betsy Mummert   4/23
Gary & Iris Heichel    4/24
Robin & Douglas Spickler   4/25
Douglas & Sue Ellen Spotts   4/30

HappyAnniversary!

Natalie Alvestad  4/3
Ann Chaney   4/3
Emma Elvestad  4/4
Jennifer Ashbaugh  4/4
Matthew Mummert  4/4
Leonie Poole   4/4
Jerry Sowers   4/7
Nancy Heiston  4/8
Joy Rath   4/10
Brynn Lietuvnikas  4/14
Madison Ashbaugh  4/16

Chris Tischer   4/17
Larry Potter Jr   4/18
Phyllis Sturtz   4/19
Greyson Brown   4/22
Dusty Graham   4/22
Lila Poole   4/24
David Davis   4/25
George Fuscsick  4/25
Jacquelyn Alexander  4/27
Kati Webb    4/27
Mary Lou Brooks  4/30


