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Ramblings from the Rector on . . . 

Gaudete
I’m writing this on the Monday of the third week of Advent.  Following an unseason-
ably warm and sunny December the sky has turned dark and gray as heavy, wet snow-
flakes are falling to earth.  Yesterday was Gaudete Sunday, the Sunday of the pink or 
rose candle, the Sunday of rejoicing.  And we did rejoice on that Sunday.

Bishop Sutton made his official visitation and we rejoiced with him as he spent time 
with us as celebrant and preacher and then in a Q&A session following the service.  In 
this third week of December we are moving closer to rejoicing in the birth of Christ – 
although, by the time you read this we will most likely be in the midst of the 12 Days of 
Christmas.  And we are looking forward to celebrating the arrival of the wise men with 
their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.

But sometimes these periods of joy don’t always feel all that joyful.  Mary delivered 
her first-born son in a back room or stable or cave because she and Joseph had been 
turned away from normal shelter.  The period leading up to the birth probably didn’t 
feel all that joyful.  After the birth of Jesus, Matthew records that the holy family had 
to escape to another country, leaving in the dead of night, after being made aware that 
Herod was out to kill the child.  That was not a very joyful time.  And it certainly wasn’t 
joyful for the mothers whose children didn’t escape.  For our part we are dealing with 
COVID, economic and housing concerns, and the deaths of family and friends.

This time of year, although wrapped in joy, is also full of pain and sorrow for others.  
The number of people who have contacted me for assistance of some kind has in-
creased from years past.  Add to that our own personal pressure to make the holidays 
match a Currier and Ives Christmas card or a Hallmark holiday special, and joy can be 
hard to find.

The complications of life seem to be more prevalent at this time.  We would love for it 
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to be easy.  I would love to be able to offer shelter to all who need it.  I would love to be 
able to provide comfort and assurance to all those experiencing hardships, whether those 
are physical, emotional, or spiritual.  In this traditionally joyful season, there are dark 
times and difficult journeys.

But it is in dark and difficult times where God is with us.  God was with the Israelites in 
their days of  slavery and the difficult, early days of freedom.  God was with Mary and Jo-
seph as they traveled to Bethlehem and then fled to Egypt.  God was with the disciples in 
those difficult and dark days immediately after the crucifixion.  God is with us at all times 
– both good times and bad.  Like the marriage vow to love, honor, and keep, in sickness 
and in health, God has vowed to be with us.

In these times though, in these dark days of COVID and family tragedies, of stress and 
worry, of financial uncertainties and general anxieties, try to remember and hold tight to 
the promise that God is with us.  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God.  It is that light that shines in the darkness, and the darkness 
did not, will not, overcome it.

The holidays are complicated times.  If these are good days for you and you are experi-
encing joy and can rejoice, let your light shine in the darkness.  And maybe this year you 
can focus that light.  Instead of being randomly bright and cheery, maybe you could shine 
your light directly on the path of someone who is walking in darkness.

If you are having a particularly difficult time this holiday season, I encourage you to reach 
out and ask for help.  Contact the church and let us know you need a little light in your 
life.

Gaudete Sunday reminded us to rejoice in the Lord, always.  Christmas gave us the light 
of the world, born in a back room.  The Epiphany gives us the light of a star leading the 
world to the Messiah.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness will not over-
come it.

May the people of Saint John’s be a light to each other and to the world around us.

Gaudete!

Todd+
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Discretionary Report 
Current Month 

 
 

Beginning Balance (November 19): $2057.00 
 
 
Deposits:   
 12/10 Outstanding check from 1/23/20 100.00 
 12/10 Incorrect Purchase Entry 49.00 
 12/17 Gift 5000.00 
 
Subtotal 7206.00 
 
Expenditures: 
 11/20 Utilities Assistance -100.00 
 11/29 COVID Regather webinar -20.00 
 12/3 SOC Reimbursement -94.00 
 12/3 Rent Assistance -100.00 
 12/10 Food card -100.00 
 12/14 Food card -100.00 
 
 
Balance as of December 17: 6692.00  
 
 
Currently have 4 Sheetz Cards to give out, with more available. 
 
 
If you would like to donate to the discretionary fund, please contact the office. 
 
**Special Note:  Thanks to a parishioner's generosity I now have the ability to offer broader assistance 
to those in need without worrying so much about the availability of funds.   
 
Blessings, 
 
Todd+ 
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Music Notes
Several Hymns for the Season of Epiphany

Earth has many a noble city; Bethlehem thou dost all excel: 
out of thee the Lord from heaven came to rule his Israel.
Fairer than the sun at morning was the star that told his birth,
To the world its God announcing seen in fleshly form on earth.
Eastern sages at his cradle make oblations rich and rare;
See them give, in deep devotion, gold and frankincense and myrrh.
Sacred gifts of mystic meaning: incense doth their God disclose,
Gold the King of kings proclaimeth, myrrh his sepulcher foreshows.
Jesus, whom the Gentiles worshiped at thy glad epiphany,
Unto thee, with God the Father and the Spirit, glory be.

Words: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-410?)

“I come,” the great Redeemer cries, “To do thy will, O Lord!”
At Jordan’s stream, behold! He seals the sure prophetic word.
“Thus it becomes us to fulfill all righteousness,” he said.
Then, faithful to the Lord’s commands, through Jordan’s flood was led.
Hark, a glad voice! The Father speaks from heaven’s exalted height:
“This is my Son, my well beloved, in whom I take delight.”
The Savior Jesus, well beloved! His Name we will profess,
Like him desirous to fulfill God’s will in righteousness.
No more we’ll count ourselves our own but his in bonds of love.
Oh, may such bonds for ever draw our souls to things above!

Words: Christian Hymnbook, 1865, altered

Virtual Classical Guitarists Recital
Candice Mowbray and Danny Webber. Sunday, February 21, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. More in-
formation will appear in the February issue of Soundings.
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Adult Christian Formation

Hold on to your hats, The History of Christianity II; from the Reformation to the Modern 
Megachurch will kick off on January 21st on St. John’s Adult Forum Zoom, Thursdays at 
8 p.m.

Prof. Molly Worthen of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill will take us 
from Luther, Calvin and Zwingli to the challenges of the 21st century in 36, 30-minute 
lectures. Prof. Worthen takes us into the rise of Christianity below the equator in Africa 
and South America, plus the challenges to the church in China and Korea.

Come with us on this last leg of our journey of faith that began with Abraham and ends 
with you!  E-mail robertayrer@gmail.com for the series overview and get on the list for 
Zoom meeting information.

Can You Help?

The Pastoral Care Team is looking for people to help reach out to shut- ins and some 
people who live alone with no family in the area so they continue to feel a part of our 
Parish during these stressful times. We are looking for –

• Callers – call those on your list once a week to check in as we did when we were 
first locked down. Our current callers are a bit worn out, so we could use some new 
ones.

• Deliver battery candles to  shut ins, etc
• Deliver Christmas Poinsettias from the church altar – the beginning of Jan. This 

involves picking up the flowers at church, taking to their door, ringing their door-
bell, standing away as you let them know it is from St. John’s and was on the altar at 
Christmas. 

• Making dinners- as needed 

If you are interested in either of these opportunities to serve some of our Parishioners,  
please contact Dusty Graham -301-991-5612 or dustyg@myactv.net.
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Christian Formation for children and youth:

Virtual Sunday School for ages 3-13 will resume on Sunday, January 10 at 11:00am, by 
Zoom. Join us for a lectionary-based bible study and other activities. For more informa-
tion, please contact sundayschool.stjohns@myactv.net.

EYC for youth in grades 6-12 will meet on January 20, at 7pm on Zoom.  Join in for a time 
of fellowship and study. For more information please contact Heidi McCusker at youthmin.
stjohns@myactv.net. 

Zoom connection information for these activities will be sent by email, to keep the connec-
tion secure.  New faces are always welcome.  We look forward to virtually seeing you! 
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Deacon's Corner

Happy New Year! Redux Secular-like but with Christian Values

Goodbye 2020.  Welcome 2021.  We are still living in a pandemic world, but with science 
and reason, we have vaccines to slow the rates of infection, hospitalization, and death.  We 
may not see a vaccine in our area until June or July, but it is around the corner.  Goodbye 
to election robo-calls and the uncertainty of political change.  Goodbye to the word ‘un-
precedented.’  Well, maybe not goodbye to the word ‘unprecedented.’  I’d like us to re-
frame the word and use it to reference or describe new ways to show our love to others.

We will have a Blessings Box or boxes around the campus.  We are looking to find ways to 
fill these boxes through parishioner contributions and potential community grants…’un-
precedented’ gift giving.

We will continue to be informed about social justice issues.  Perhaps, we will become the 
most ‘unprecedented’ congregation in Hagerstown; a beacon for policies for reducing 
crime.  Which leads to a reduction in incarceration.  Leads to fewer families broken and 
traumatized.  Leads to better learning, better wellness, and to opportunities to live equa-
tively…’unprecedented’ social justice.

2021, as we hope to worship together again, will be a time for families from the Tri-State 
area to gather in the building or even with better technology for viewing and participating 
online…’unprecedented’ worship.
 
There are so many positive ‘unprecedented’ opportunities that are just within our reach 
with the Holy Spirit guiding and awakening us.  Like the first snow of December, and that 
clean and fresh beauty surrounding us (and of course melting quickly), may our 2021 
bring us new life in Christ, ever serving Him, with intent and love.

Deacon Sue
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Community Cafe

No, we are not planning our reopening yet. We do hope to begin a new way to tell our 
neighbors that we care. February is a pretty gloomy month in a normal year, so we 
thought it might be a time to reach out and share some household items with the resi-
dents at Walnut Towers. 

As some of our fellow Facebook people may know, a small band of kitchen folk have 
been cooking soup and loading it into the freezer. We’ve also inventoried the personal 
blessing storage area and made a list of items we might share with our neighbors at Wal-
nut Towers. 

What we found in the Personal Blessings storage will give us a good start. but we could 
use some help filling the packages. If you would like to help us the items we are planning 
to include are listed here: 

• Laundry Pods - any brand - pods will be separated and put in baggies to distribute to 
individuals. Sam’s has big containers at pretty reasonable prices if you shop there. 

• Dish Liquid - any brand - small containers for small living space and mostly one 
person’s use. 

• Soap - bars or liquid
• Small bottles of hand sanitizer 
• Deodorant
• Shaving Cream
• Women’s hygiene pads for incontinence
• Paper Towels

**********************************************************
All donations can be dropped off on the porch of the Parish House at your convenience. 
We will have a large container there and will empty it frequently. We will be store the 
items collected in TH. If you have a key to the church you can also leave your donation 
in TH near the pews at the windows and in front of the stage. 

**********************************************************
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Reach Cold Weather Shelter Update

We are a little over six (6) weeks out from our week at the Shelter, February 7-13, and I 
wanted to let you know how things are going this season.

First we are only in need of 2 people for search, 1 for the front desk, 1 for the morning 
shift to help with breakfast and 1 or 2 for the kitchen.  Karla is continuing as my kitchen 
coordinator and Kim Halsey has agreed to help in the kitchen, so we only need a little 
more help there.

Next we have found that most of the volunteers that usually make and serve the food are 
not able to help at this time, so we are looking for people to make or purchase food that 
we can serve. Karla has given me the following list of what has worked in the past, and 
we would either pick it up or meet you in the parking lot of the shelter and take it up to 
serve. Drop off time would be 6:30pm.  

Here is what we might need:  Meatloaf, steamers or sloppy joes, lasagna or pasta of some 
sort, pizza, AC&T chicken, casseroles, chili, and mac and cheese. Salad and a dessert is 
always nice too. Individual servings of applesauce, pudding, fruit cups or cookies help 
with not serving from a large container. Also, if the food can be made in aluminum foil 
pans we can place it in the steamer trays and help with clean up.

I know this is totally different from in the past, but this year has proven to be a challenge 
for all coordinators.

Please let me know if you can help us this year and where you would like to serve.  

Thanks for your continued support of the Reach Shelter.  Call me with questions or to 
let me know if you can help.  Missy McCray 717-420-7118 or nmmjj101119@gmail.com.



REMINDER:

The Parish Annual Meeting will be held via Zoom this year due to continuing COVID 
restrictions.

In order to participate and vote at the meeting, you must have a valid e-mail and all 
e-mails must be registered with the office.  Only one vote per e-mail per ballot will be 
allowed, so this means that people who share an e-mail will only have one vote.  People 
who share an e-mail may want to consider setting up an e-mail for each person.

Again, please register your e-mail with Melonie at secretary.stjohns@myactv.net as soon 
as possible so we can be as best prepared for the Annual Meeting as possible.

See the full article on the Annual Meeting for more information.

ADDITIONALLY – If you don’t have access to e-mail (or know someone who is eligible 
to vote and doesn’t have access to e-mail), or will not be able to attend the Zoom meeting, 
you may request a physical ballot be sent to you.  We ask that requests for ballots be made 
no later than January 7.  Ballots will be mailed on January 11 and must be received back 
in the office by January 20.

Thank you,

Todd+
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Notice of Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of Saint John's Episcopal Church is scheduled to take place on Sun-
day, January 24, 2021, following the 9:30 service.

Due to the COVID-19 virus and our current inability to gather in person, we are planning 
to hold this meeting via Zoom at 11 am.  This will pose some challenges, but based on how 
Diocesan Convention this fall functioned via Zoom, I believe we can make this work.

One caveat to this is that if you wish to attend the meeting you must preregister with 
Melonie ahead of time.  All members of Saint John's may attend, but only Voting Members 
may vote.  

For clarification, a Voting Member of Saint John's is someone who:
is at least 16-years old;
has been part of Saint John's for at least six months (since July 24, 2020);
has received Communion at least three times in the past year (unless physically pre-
vented);
has been faithful in working, praying, and giving for the spread of the Kingdom of God.

To register, please send an e-mail to Melonie at secretary.stjohns@myactv.net with your 
name and that you are a Voting Member.  Only one e-mail per person may be registered.  
So, for instance, if you and your spouse share an e-mail account, each person would need 
their own e-mail if they wanted to vote separately.  We do not yet have a deadline date for 
registrations, but I encourage you to avoid the rush and register as soon as possible.

If you do not have an active e-mail account, you may call Melonie at the parish office, 301-
733-2560, and register with your phone number.  

For security purposes, only those who have registered will receive a link to the meeting.  
And only Voting Members who have registered with an e-mail and/or phone number will 
be allowed to vote (we will use the honor system and trust people when it comes to vot-
ing).  We are still working out the details of how voting will work for those who don't have 
computer/e-mail access.

More information and details will be coming as we get closer to the Annual Meeting and 
we learn how COVID will impact us at that time.  

Thank you,

Todd+
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VESTRY NOMINEES 
2021-2024 

 
                                                                             WILLIAM “BILL” ALEXANDER 

 
 I was the first child of Sarah and Robert Alexander and was born 
in Charlotte, N.C. where my Father was an electrical engineer 
for A.T.&T., and my Mother was an artist.  Her Father was an 
Episcopal Priest who after serving several parishes around the 
country became the director of an Episcopal Orphanage in 
Charlotte where he was beloved by all the orphans in his care. I 
was baptized in the Episcopal Church by my grandfather and 
they say I didn’t cry. My brother was born a little over three years 
later. We didn’t start out being very close to each other, but our 
Dad’s many transfers caused us to move to a new city frequently.  

Most often we’d relocate in June after our school year had ended.  Not having any friends in our 
new location, we turned to each other and became best friends for life. We always found an 
Episcopal Church to attend. Most were great but a few didn’t have good Sunday Schools for 
children, so my brother and I would squirm through long and laborious sermons with the adults. 
At age twelve I was encouraged by my parents to become confirmed.  There were no other 
students so I got to attend confirmation class wit the adults. Boy, did I feel grown up! I aspired to 
go to the Naval Academy, but without a congressional appointment I needed to enlist in the Naval 
Reserve to become eligible to take a competitive examination for an appointment to the Academy.  
As a Seaman Recruit, USNR, I took and passed the entrance exam and was sworn in as a 
Midshipman at the Academy. In my day Sunday church attendance was mandatory for 
midshipmen. I attended the protestant service at the Academy Chapel and as a Midshipman 
Officer my senior year I was seated in the first pew.  Guests of the Superintendent were always 
seated in the second pew. One Sunday the Superintendent’s guest were the U.S. Ambassador the 
United Nations and his wife. Unfortunately, the sermon was unusually long and boring.  Try as I 
might I was unable to stay awake. Suddenly I received a sharp poke in my back from George 
Bush. Upon graduation I served aboard a Destroyer and two submarines, none of which had a 
chaplain on board.  Somehow, I always ended up being the lay chaplain on each vessel. It was 
pretty hairy trying to conduct a service in stormy seas when a few attendees had to quickly exit 
because of sea sickness.  Back ashore I attended a small Episcopal Church and was elected to the 
vestry and later served as Senior Warden.  The Priest and I became great buddies. Moving to 
Hagerstown in 2003, I was immediately drawn to St. John’s because of its people and active 
ministry.  It fulfils my spiritual needs in every way. 
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                                                           KATHY ARGUESO 

 I have been attending Saint John’s Parish since 2010 when 
I came as a guest of the Martin’s.  I started attending on a 
regular basis and was received into the Parish in 2012.  I 
enjoy my time at Saint John’s and have had the pleasure of 
teaching Sunday School for the Preschool-Kindergarten 
Class as well as teaching and assisting with Children’s 
Chapel.  I have taught preschool and pre-K for our Vacation 
Bible School as well as serving dinner and assisting in 
Crafts.  I also volunteer on a weekly basis to sell Gift Cards 
every Sunday to help benefit the J2A Class. I have run three 
painting fundraisers to raise funds for the Food 
Pantry/Community Café, The Rector’s Relocation Fund for 
Father Todd and family and for the J2A trip to New York in 
2018.  I have overseen the Saint Nicholas Festival for the last 
3 years.  I have assisted with Mayfest with decorating, 

collecting raffle donations as well as selling raffle tickets and helping with the wine tasting. I was 
the interim Treasurer for the Parish from April 2017 to January 2018 until the Vestry was able to 
find a permanent Treasurer. I feel blessed to be a member of St. John’s as I find it to be a very 
inviting congregation.  I would like to be on the Vestry to help St John’s get more parishioners 
and young families in as we continue to try to grow our congregation.  Keeping the parish moving 
in a forward direction as we teach the youth to be the future of the church. 

 
                                                                                             DAVID DAVIS 

 David Davis was baptized in the Episcopal church at Rocky 
Bar, Virginia, by his mentor, role model and grandmother, 
Grace Walker Townsend Davis, a low church communicant 
with roots in the Tidewater. When he and his husband, Dan 
Meyer, decided to build a long term relationship, Dan 
submitted three terms: (1) no smoking, (2) monogamy, (3) a 
common faith. A cradle Irish Roman Catholic, Dan asked 
David to pick the denomination.  After a search of 
congregations in the Cumberland valley, David proposed Saint 
John’s Episcopal Church and Dan heartily agreed. That was 
2002.  David and Dan studied EFM under Joel Hill and Evvie 
Williams, the curriculum building their relationship over the 

next decade.  The law changed in New York, and Rector Ann Boyd agreed to head to the Finger 
Lakes to marry David and Dan at Cornell University’s Susan Linn Sage Memorial Chapel.  Ann 
preached from a pulpit once graced by the Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and the Reverend 
Dr. Reinhold Niebuhr (Dan’s favorite theologian). The day was festive, with representatives of 
both families, the Cornell Faculty, and Saint John’s present; it was the first gay marriage in Sage 
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Chapel. David served as Saint John’s Treasurer for twelve years, beginning with a budget deep 
in the red and bringing the Parish into the black.  While serving as Treasurer, David chaired the 
search committee following Rector Boyd’s retirement, the search which discerned Father Todd 
as Ann’s successor. David Davis is graceful in his communications, but pretty blunt in his 
assessments regarding Parish finances. A skilled finance expert, he works for the State of 
Maryland’s Department of Health focused primarily on COVID response and, specifically, the 
execution of the Governor’s vaccination programme to end to end the pandemic. For number of 
years, David also ran the Wine Tasting for Mayfest and opened his home for fundraising dinners 
as well. He is a big fan of Parish Life and Christian Formation, having taught Sunday School 
(with Karla Davis) and donated numerous cakes and confections of sale by Parish Life (as well 
as donating festive runners for the tables).  
 

                                                                                                WILL GODWIN 

I transferred from St James, Lancaster PA, in 1980. Early on, at St. 
John’s, I served as Parish Host for 3 years and 3 terms on the vestry 
and Junior Warden. I have served on two Capital Campaign fund 
raising committees. Currently, I represent St. John’s to the 
Hagerstown Area Religious Council, serve on the Welcoming and 
Outreach Commissions. I am a greeter at 10:15 and have been a 
Stephen Minister for 10 years.  I have assisted 4 care receivers. I 
suggested and helped assist in our first Learning Party.  I am retired 
and resident of Hagerstown and volunteer at Western Maryland 
Hospital Center. (A chronic care state hospital) My vision is to 
continue to inspire Christian care of our church family and create 
activities that will reach out to the community and offer a hand up 
to those in need. 
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                                                                                                           BETTY MARKLE 

My name is Betty Markle and I have been asked to put my name 
in the hat for vestry nomination.  After prayer and personal 
consideration, I realize that I would like to serve again in this 
capacity if granted the opportunity.  I have been an active member 
of St. John’s since 1994 and have served on the vestry three other 
terms.  During the years, I have enjoyed being a part of the Parish 
Life Commission serving as Chair for some years and working on 
the team for the rest of those years.  I’ve also worked alongside the 
Service & Outreach Commission to coordinate meals for the 
REACH Cold Weather Shelter, helped with Mayfest dinners, 
Thanksgiving Pie Sales, Prospect Party festivities, and enjoyed 
coordinating meals and assisting with props for Vacation Bible 

School other years. My husband is Bob Markle & we have been married for over 50 years, 
residing in the suburbs of the great metropolis of Keedysville, MD.  We are the proud parents of 
two daughters – Lisa who lives in the Orlando area of Florida and Linda who made her home in 
Renton, Washington. If elected to vestry, I would do my utmost to do all I can to promote and 
continue the positive direction St. John’s has in the community and beyond -- with the leadership 
of our vestry & other members of our Parish.  If we can find ways to reach out to as many 
parishioners as possible -- to do the things we are able to do with each of our God given talents – 
I believe and hope we can grow our church community – together -- to the glory of God.                 

                                                                                                    DAVID MCKINLEY 

I have been a member of St. John’s Parish for eighteen years 
and continue to be amazed by this place, and the people that call 
St John’s home. I believe that we have to continue to focus on 
new members but we must not forget those parishioners we 
don’t see anymore.  This is a critical time for our parish as we 
continue to navigate the COVID-19 pandemic and it is going to 
take all of us to see St John’s successfully through this 
challenging time.  Since coming to St John’s in 2000 I have been 
involved in the breakfast bunch, the cemetery crew, openers and 

closers, lectors, choir, Houses of worship tour, Mayfest MC, Fabric and Grounds Commission, 
Welcoming Commission, and the Vestry. I believe that my previous terms on the vestry will allow 
me to bring new ideas that respect our wonderful history but allow us to move, boldly, into the 
future.  I have worked for the Federal Government for the past 17 years and regularly travel the 
world which I think gives me a unique perspective as we seek to welcome new members from all 
walks of life and backgrounds.  St John’s Parish is a wonderful community that is near and dear 
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to my heart, and, if elected to serve, I will do so faithfully and with the interests of St John’s 
always my first priority. 
 
                                                                                              SUE ELLEN SPOTTS 

I began attending St. John’s in 2018, but only recently transferred 
membership from my previous parish (St. Andrew’s Lewisburg, 
PA). At St. Andrew’s I served on vestry; taught Sunday school and 
confirmation; helped plan adult education; coordinated youth 
activities; served our Open Table monthly community meal; and 
served as a lector and Eucharistic minister. This past summer, I lead 
an online adult study for St. John’s. I serve on the Diocese of 
Maryland Commission on Ministry. I am willing to serve because 
being part of a community means being involved in the life of that 
community. Serving on vestry is a way for St. John’s to get to know 
me, and for me to become more immersed in the life and mission 
of St. John’s. My husband, Doug, and I moved to the area in 2018 
when Doug took a position at Meritus. Prior to that we spent over 
20 years in central Pennsylvania, where we both have family roots. 

My vocation has centered on faith formation and social justice. This has been realized in positions 
focused on hunger prevention, parish education, community health, and refugee and immigration 
concerns. Doug and I currently live in Greencastle, PA.  St. John’s is characterized by 
hospitality—both in the way it welcomes people into its life of worship and witness, and the way 
in which it reaches out to the community in compassion and service. Living into our mission to 
be church without using our building in the ways we are accustomed is an opportunity to imagine 
together now to be community and bear witness to Christ’s love in the world.  
                                                                                                          

                                                                                                          EVVIE WILLIAMS 

I am a native Floridian and was brought up in the Presbyterian 
church but joined the Episcopal Church when I was in college. 
Ron and I have been married since 1971 and lived in several 
places before settling down in Hagerstown in 1976, shortly before 
our second daughter, Kelly was born. We feel very blessed that 
both daughters, Emma and Kelly live in Washington County 
which gives us the joy of spending time with our adult children 
and enjoying escapades with Emma’s two daughters, Leonie and 
Lila.  We are also very close to our niece Meg, who lives in CA, 
and we consider her son, Owen our third GRAND child. I was an 

educator for Washington County Public Schools serving as a teacher for 20 years, a building 
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administrator for 5 years then as Social Studies Supervisor for 10 years. We joined St. Johns not 
long after moving here and have remained active members ever since. We treasure the many 
members of our church family that we made over the years as well as the growth in understanding 
of our faith and commitment to spread the love of God. Over these glorious years I have served 
St Johns in various ways: Adult Formation committee, Parish life Commission, St Nicholas 
Festival, Bible School volunteer, Stephens Minister, Lay Visitation Minister, DoK , Secret Prayer 
Partner, Chalicist and Lector. Perhaps the most rewarding role was serving for 15 years as a EfM 
Mentor and seeing the many graduates assume leadership roles at St Johns. The discussions and 
work (sometimes struggles!) with readings and Theological Reflections allowed all of us to 
deepen our understanding of the three legged stool that defines the Episcopal Church and define 
what was our individual ministry. I am very proud of all the many contributions St. Johns makes 
to our community in the areas of worship, welcome, service and encouragement. I look forward 
to again assuming a more active role in some of these activities as we hopefully can put behind 
us the challenges we have faced with the Covid 19 pandemic. I would like to see St Johns offer 
more opportunities for spiritual and intellectual growth though workshops like Centering Prayer, 
Quiet Days, meditation and or book clubs. Several people have mentioned to me an interest in 
reviving EfM, or a reasonable facsimile.  
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A Personal Note

Dear People of St. John’s,

I just wanted to say how very much I’m going to miss all of you. By the time Sound-
ings comes out, Bob and I will be at our new home in Georgia for Christmas. We’ve 
loved being a part of this wonderful congregation for the past 42 years. Thanks to the 
miracles of Facebook and Zoom technology, we’ll still be able to drop in and say hi 
periodically and attend worship with you all.

Please stay in touch.  Our new address is 122 Tappan Zee Drive, Pooler, GA 31322. 
(It’s right outside Savannah, so if you’re ever in the area, have your GPS find us!

My new email is karlaanndavis@gmail.com, and my cell is supposed to stay the same, 
301-667-8744.

God’s richest blessings to you all!

Karla

Bester’s Christmas Shoe Boxes

Once again, our generous parishioners participated in the Christmas Shoe Box program 
for needy children in Bester Elementary School.  THANK YOU to everyone who took 
part in giving. On December 6, the Service & Outreach Commission donated 40 shoe 
boxes full of gifts from “Santa”.  It was a wonderful demonstration of St. John’s love for 
others, especially during this trying time for one and all.

A special thanks goes to Karla Davis for spearheading the project while dealing with sell-
ing her Hagerstown home, purchasing one in Georgia, and planning her big move!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
 Judy Myers  1/2
 Phillip Barlup  1/3
 John Creager  1/3
 Priscilla Laguerre 1/4
 Christina Argueso 1/6
 Bruce Massey  1/6
 Yolanda Velazquez 1/7
 Valinda Detamble 1/12
 Bob Markle  1/13
 Alvin Massey  1/13
 Ashley Myers-Brown 1/14
 Katherine Foreman 1/15

 Rob Slocum  1/15
 Haven Younger 1/16
 Linda C. Jones 1/19
 Beth Kaetzel  1/22
 Bonna Nakopoulos 1/24
 Sareen Hebb  1/25
 Claire Kaetzel  1/27
 Denise Foreman 1/29
 Benjamin Overcash 1/29
 Ron Myers  1/30
 Janice Seekford 1/31

 Mark & Helen Cook 1/18
 George & Kathy Fuscsick 1/22
 Bill & Phyllis Sturtz 1/28
 John & Barbara Creager 1/30

HappyAnniversary!


