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Ramblings from the Rector on . . . 

It will be Okay
About every two weeks the clergy and other leaders in the diocese gather for a Zoom 
meeting.  One of the things that happens there is that Cn. Scott Slater briefs everybody 
on what is currently happening with the COVID-19 crisis.  He will cover everything 
from the latest infection numbers to the most current studies on transmission to par-
ish resources.  As Canon to the Ordinary, his can be a difficult job in normal times; the 
pandemic, however, has made it that much more difficult.  Nevertheless, he’s doing a 
great job at keeping everyone informed and up-to-speed.

We also take time to check in and see how everyone is holding up.  At our most recent 
gathering, people were expressing fatigue and frustration.  How clergy are ministering 
to people, or how they are being prevented from ministering to people, or how they are 
trying to find new and engaging ways to connect with people and worship, or how they 
are trying to find new and different ways to engage in ministries their congregations 
have always engaged in is leading to fatigue and weariness.

Making plans for in-person worship only to have the case numbers rise again to put a 
stop to that, or preaching to an unblinking and unresponsive camera instead of a gath-
ered congregation, trying to figure out if we should or can gather together for Christ-
mas, or wondering how all this is going to affect the parish budget are just a few things 
at play which increase frustration.

The day after the November Vestry meeting I received an e-mail from Episcopal News 
Service (which sends stuff on a regular basis and has a variety of church-related articles 
and news) that had a piece entitled, “Parish priests face rise in stress, fatigue as church’s 
front-line responders while pandemic rages on.”  That particular article referenced at 
least one priest who resigned and many others who are experiencing increased stress.  
I forwarded it to the Vestry because, as leaders in the parish, they too might be experi-
encing increased levels of stress and fatigue.
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It’s not just clergy who are experiencing these feelings.  Teachers and healthcare workers 
are also suffering from stress, fatigue, burnout, and any other negative adjective you can 
use to describe their mental, spiritual, and physical condition.  As are people in basical-
ly every walk of life.  This pandemic isn’t just about the virus – it’s about medical care, 
homelessness, joblessness, fragile economics, uncertainty, flexibility, inflexibility, and the 
constant and persistent presence of the unknown.

Dealing with all of that is exhausting.  As I said in my Wednesday Word, “I’m tired of be-
ing flexible.”  And yet, here we are.

But in all of this and with all of this, and with every pessimistic bone in my body (and 
there are a lot), there is a ray of hope.  Vaccines are being developed.  I contacted the 
Washington County Health Department and have taken the first steps in allowing Saint 
John’s to be used as a vaccine distribution/administration site.  Every pandemic has run 
its course, and this one, too, shall pass.

That’s not to diminish the pain and suffering of those who have been infected with 
COVID.  That’s not to diminish the sense of loss caused by the over two-hundred fifty 
THOUSAND people in this country who have died from this deadly pestilence.  And 
that’s not to diminish the overall sense of fatigue, loss, and frustration that people are 
experiencing.

That is to say, however, that there is hope.  When John wrote down the Revelation given to 
him, it was not a doomsday vision of destruction but a vision of hope in which the forces 
of evil were conquered.  In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul exhorts us to give thanks at all 
times.  In his letter to the Philippians he urges people to “rejoice in the Lord always; again 
I say Rejoice.”  I could go on, but the point of the Gospel, and indeed the entirety of Scrip-
ture, is that our attitude with God is one of hope.

The most famous quote from Dame Julian of Norwich, and one of the most famous in all 
of Christendom, is, “All shall be well, and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall 
be well.”  She wrote this while living in isolation around the time of the plague, or Black 
Death.  And St. Francis of Assisi is quoted as saying, “All the darkness in the world cannot 
extinguish the light of a single candle.”

What I’m trying to say in all of this is that there is hope.  There is hope for a vaccine.  
There is hope that an end is in sight.  There is hope that we will regather once again.  
There is hope in the Resurrection.  As bad as all this is, there is hope; and we must never 
lose sight of that.

One of the things that gives me hope is being here with you.  The way various people 
have found creative solutions to difficult problems, or the way any number of people have 
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offered their skills and gifts, or the many people who have reached out to me and others to 
check up and see how we’re coping, these all have been hopeful gifts.  

I was not called to lead a parish through a global pandemic.  But I was called to be the 
priest of this parish.  I have never doubted that calling.  I have never wavered in my belief 
that we are in this together.  And there is no place I’d rather be in the middle of a global 
pandemic than right here with the people of Saint John’s.  

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the 
Holy Spirit.

It will be okay,

Blessings,

Todd+

Discretionary Report
Current Month

Beginning Balance (October 22):                         $2,007.00

Deposit 50.00

Balance as of November 19: $2,057.00

Currently have 3 Sheetz Cards to give out, with more on order.

If you would like to donate to the discretionary, please contact the office.
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Music Notes
December Music Ministry Highlights at Saint John’s

• Sunday, December 20 at 9:30 a.m. – Advent Lessons and Carols sung by cantors
• Thursday, December 24 at the later service will include music for strings and cantors
• Friday, December 25 at 9:30 a.m. – Christmas Day service with cantors
• Sunday, December 27 at 9:30 a.m. – Christmas Lessons and Carols sung by cantors

Advent/Christmas Hymns for Meditation

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth thou art:
dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Born thy people to deliver, born a child, and yet a king,
Born to reign in us for ever, now thy gracious kingdom bring.

By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our hearts alone;
By thine all-sufficient merit raise us to thy glorious throne.

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Love came down at Christmas, love all lovely, love divine;
love was born at Christmas: star and angels gave the sign.

Worship we the Godhead, love incarnate, love divine;
worship we our Jesus, but wherewith for sacred sign?

Love shall be our token; love be yours and love be mine,
love to God and neighbor, love for plea and gift and sign.

Words: Christina Rosetti (1830-1894), alt.
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Adult Christian Formation

GOOD NEWS! You still have time to join the Thursday evening Adult Forum as we 
move in church history from the Disciples to the Reformation.  On December 3rd we 
will be hearing from Professor Luke Timothy Johnson about the “High Middle Ages” 
and the rise of universities and theology.  December 10th we will hear about the Great 
Plague and how it killed half the population in the 14th century.

December 17th will wind up the year with the corruption and the beginnings of reform 
in the church.  From monasticism to organized revolt, we will go through the divide of 
the Christian world.

In January we will complete Prof. Johnson’s series taking us up to the Reformation and 
begin “The History of Christianity II: From the Reformation to the Modern Mega-
church” with Professor Molly Worthen from the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill.

You don’t want to miss this final series on the history of our church.  To be included in 
the Thursday evening Zoom sessions, e-mail robertayrer@gmail.com for details. 

Can You Help?

The Pastoral Care Team is looking for people to help reach out to shut- ins and some 
people who live alone with no family in the area so they continue to feel a part of our 
Parish during these stressful times. We are looking for –

• Callers – call those on your list once a week to check in as we did when we were 
first locked down. Our current callers are a bit worn out, so we could use some new 
ones.

• Deliver battery candles to  shut ins, etc
• Deliver Christmas Poinsettias from the church altar – the beginning of Jan. This 

involves picking up the flowers at church, taking to their door, ringing their door-
bell, standing away as you let them know it is from St. John’s and was on the altar at 
Christmas. 

• Making dinners- as needed 

If you are interested in either of these opportunities to serve some of our Parishioners,  
please contact Dusty Graham -301-991-5612 or dustyg@myactv.net.
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Christian Formation for children and youth:

Sunday School for ages 3-13 is pausing beginning November 29 through the month of 
December.  Please see below for other upcoming ways to participate. 

EYC for youth in grades 6-12 will meet on December 9, at 7pm on Zoom.  Join in for a 
time of fellowship and study. For more information contact Heidi McCusker at youthmin.
stjohns@myactv.net. 

Zoom connection information will be sent by email, to keep the connection secure.  New 
faces are always welcome.  We look forward to virtually seeing you! 

Virtual Christmas Pageant: This year, we are trying a new way to participate in our no-re-
hearsal Christmas Pageant, to be presented at the 4pm Christmas Eve service.  We would 
like you to send in pictures in advance, which will be shown at the time of the Pageant.  
Simply dress up as a character in the Christmas story: Angels, Shepherds, Farm Animals, 
Mary, or Joseph, take a picture, and send it to sundayschool.stjohns@myactv.net.  Multiple 
characters and/or family members are welcome. The collected pictures will be shown as the 
story is narrated. We would like participants of all ages to send in pictures--the more the 
better! The costumes don’t need to be elaborate.  Join in and see yourself and fellow parish-
ioners helping to tell the Christmas story.  Please send photos by December 10.
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Deacon's Corner

Happy New Year!

We turn a page in our Church seasons and begin anew. While we turn, we search for our 
God coming to us in a new way (as a baby).  We are hopeful of His gift to unite us in this 
coming year. We will hear the prophetic voices in the wilderness of his coming, the joy 
that awaits for us. We will, as the possibility of snow lays silently on the ground, live in 
peace. And as we wait, prepare, and watch as God’s action makes all things new, we praise 
the one who said yes, the obedient Mary.

In this season, I will be offering a devotion rather than the NT Bible Study. On Tuesdays 
in Advent and Christmas, please join me in prayer, discussion, and wonder as we patiently 
hear the story of our God breaking into our reality and what new possibilities await us in 
this New Year!

Contact me @ deacon.stjohns@myactv.net or bcccsue@aol.com for an Advent devotion 
guide and the Zoom link.

Deacon Sue

Potomac Towers Lunches

The Service and Outreach Commission has served lunches 8 times to 40 residents 
of Potomac Towers during the past 2 years due to a budget reduction for the Hager-
stown Housing Authority. This service was made possible by the generous donation of 
a parish family. We are hoping to continue this service through  matching funds.   We 
are able to provide lunch to 40 residents for about $200. A good deal? You bet! A par-
ish family has committed to match funds raised for 2021 lunches; hence, we are look-
ing for your assistance. If you would like to donate, please send a check payable to St 
John’s Episcopal Church with the notation ‘PT Lunches’ in the memo line. Thanks in 
advance for your help with this worthy ministry.
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“There Is Good News Tonight.”
Gabriel Heater

All the “youngins” out there are most likely thinking and who is Gabriel Heater?   
Good trivia question for inquiring minds.  First person to send his/her answer 
to stjohnswelcoming101 will receive a $5 gift card to Starbucks.  No one over 60 
may apply.

The vestry at its November meeting voted to purchase an upgraded live stream-
ing camera system for our virtual Sunday services.  This new system will allow 
us to zoom in and out of scenes, lectors, preachers, scan our church’s interior 
and follow the Processions once we are back to our normal structure of ser-
vice.  “Good news!”  In order for the camera to operate at its fullest capacity, the 
vestry voted to update, and upgrade our internet service.  We should soon have 
better streaming quality which will provide a much better viewing experience of 
our Sunday services for those who are homebound or not able to be with us in 
person.  “Good news!”

Covid has changed our lives, like it or not.  How many folks will stay home and 
watch in their pajamas with a cup of coffee/tea in hand?  How many will just 
plain get out of the habit of attending church?   As a friend said to me, “ It is 
easy to wander off and chase butterflies.”  And there are butterflies a plenty to 
choose from.  This new system should help us better show our community the 
beautiful butterfly that we are!

We thank the vestry for its willingness to meet the future with excitement, vi-
sion, and forward thinking!  “There’s good news tonight!”

Saint John’s Family Shelter

The holidays are coming and the Saint John’s family shelter will once again be col-
lecting donations to give the families at the shelter a gift card from Wal-Mart, cook-
ies, fruit, and candy.  If you would like to donate please make checks payable to Saint 
John’s Family Shelter noting in the memo section holiday gift. Send check to Ann 
Chaney, 13556 Donnybrook Drive, Hagerstown, MD  21742 by December 13th.  

Thank you,

Saint John’s Shelter Board



In-Gathering

The tradition at St. John’s is for In-Gathering Sunday to be in November.  This is histori-
cally a time when people placed their pledge cards in the offering plate and, together with 
those already received, were then placed on the altar in thanksgiving to God.  The focus of 
these pledges being spiritual acts of commitment of our financial offerings, our time and 
our talents.  

This year, due to our services changing back to fully virtual, necessitated by recent 
COVID-19 up-ticks, we will extend our “in gathering” into December and into Advent. 
In-Gathering may look different in some physical ways, but it will be spiritually un-
changed.  As the vast majority of pledges are mailed in, they will be placed on the altar 
with those that came in while we were worshiping in person, all in thanksgiving to God.  

For those of you who have already pledged, we are most appreciative.  If you are intending 
to pledge and haven’t gotten around to it, this is a perfect time!  The Vestry is working on 
the 2021 budget that will be presented at the annual meeting in January.  The closer they 
can predict the church’s income, the closer the budget will be to actual expenditures.  

If circumstances necessitate a lower pledge, or if you are delaying a pledge commitment, 
we understand.  These are difficult times for many.  And if your circumstances improve 
later in the year, we hope you will prayerfully consider a pledge for the remainder of the 
year.

As we prepare for the coming of Christ the Lord, we will be thanking God throughout 
December.  Those thanksgivings will include presenting our commitments (pledges) of 
financial offerings, time and talents on the altar.  

If you did not receive a pledge card, or need one replaced, please contact the office imme-
diately.  

In His Service,

The St. John’s Stewardship and Finance Commission
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Rejoice

Our church will be decorated for the Christmas season as always this year even though we 
may be in attendance virtually. Please remember your departed loved ones, the Episcopal 
Relief and Development Fund, Special music, and/or your thanksgivings by contributing 
to decorating the church.
 
Plans are in the making to have a virtual Christmas tour of St. John’s for Facebook and our 
website.  We are disappointed there will be no Houses of Worship Tour this year, but we 
would like to share the beauty and  holiness of our sanctuary with you and our commu-
nity.  We will relate our tour to the 12 Days of Christmas starting on Christmas Day and 
ending the 5th of January, the Twelfth Night or Epiphany Eve.  

The 12 days of Christmas have been observed in Europe before the Middle Ages and were 
a time of great celebration. Some say the song was used to pass on the ideology of Chris-
tianity by each day/gift symbolizing a different aspect of faith. We will celebrate a saint or 
other aspect of our church during this time and look forward to your joining us on Face-
book for these 12 days.

Need help getting into Facebook to view Sunday services?
Do you need help getting onto Facebook to be a part of the Sunday service? Call the office 
or Dusty (301-791-1049 or  dustyg@myactv.net) and we will forward your name to some-
one who can call you and help walk you through the process to join us on Sundays.
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Find St. John’s on Facebook!
Scan this QR Code with 

your smartphone camera.
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2020 Holiday Worship Schedule

As of right now, we anticipate holiday worship at Saint John’s to have the following sched-
ule:

Christmas Eve, December 24:
4 pm service with some type of pageant (more information to come as details be-
come clear); 11 pm service

Christmas Day, December 25, 9:30 am

Christmas 1, December 27, 9:30 am – Lessons and Carols

We know that singing is a big part of our worship, especially at Christmas. Mark King and 
I are working on ideas as to how we might incorporate the singing of Christmas hymns 
into the services.

I am also working with Susan Sunnarborg and the Christian Formation Commission as 
to how we can safely offer a Christmas pageant during the 4 pm Christmas Eve service.

And we are all trying to maintain our holiday worship traditions within the new reality of 
keeping people as safe as possible.

Finally, seating reservations for each service will be required, as with all our worship ser-
vices.  However, reservations will NOT be accepted before the following dates:

Christmas Eve:  December 10
Christmas Day:  December 11
Christmas I:  December 21

Thank you for both your understanding and support.

Todd+
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Notice of Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting of Saint John's Episcopal Church is scheduled to take place on Sun-
day, January 24, 2021, following the 9:30 service.

Due to the COVID-19 virus and our current inability to gather in person, we are planning 
to hold this meeting via Zoom at 11 am.  This will pose some challenges, but based on how 
Diocesan Convention this fall functioned via Zoom, I believe we can make this work.

One caveat to this is that if you wish to attend the meeting you must preregister with 
Melonie ahead of time.  All members of Saint John's may attend, but only Voting Members 
may vote.  

For clarification, a Voting Member of Saint John's is someone who:
is at least 16-years old;
has been part of Saint John's for at least six months (since July 24, 2020);
has received Communion at least three times in the past year (unless physically pre-
vented);
has been faithful in working, praying, and giving for the spread of the Kingdom of God.

To register, please send an e-mail to Melonie at secretary.stjohns@myactv.net with your 
name and that you are a Voting Member.  Only one e-mail per person may be registered.  
So, for instance, if you and your spouse share an e-mail account, each person would need 
their own e-mail if they wanted to vote separately.  We do not yet have a deadline date for 
registrations, but I encourage you to avoid the rush and register as soon as possible.

If you do not have an active e-mail account, you may call Melonie at the parish office, 301-
733-2560, and register with your phone number.  

For security purposes, only those who have registered will receive a link to the meeting.  
And only Voting Members who have registered with an e-mail and/or phone number will 
be allowed to vote (we will use the honor system and trust people when it comes to vot-
ing).  We are still working out the details of how voting will work for those who don't have 
computer/e-mail access.

More information and details will be coming as we get closer to the Annual Meeting and 
we learn how COVID will impact us at that time.  

Thank you,

Todd+
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Jeremiah Laguerre 12/1
Joshua Laguerre 12/1
Martin Price  12/2
Shirley Chilcote 12/5
Joan Kuiken  12/6
Stacey Abeles  12/7
Lois Whisner  12/10

Morgan Ashbaugh 12/18
Phyllis Beard  12/20
Missy Mccray  12/22
Clayton Burkholder 12/23
Hollis Thoms  12/27
Kevin Abeles  12/30
Ellen Collins  12/31

William & Florence Forbes  12/10
James Ide & Donald Sachs  12/19
John & Ruth Cozzoli  12/20
Lee & Gerrie Mangum  12/27

HappyAnniversary!
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