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Ramblings from the Rector on . . .
A Prayer for 2020 and Beyond
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and
give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give
rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, pity the afflicted, shield
the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.
There are a lot of good prayers in the BCP, but this one from Evening Prayer
and Compline is probably one of the best. It is generally attributed to Saint
Augustine of Hippo (d. 430), but other than church tradition, I can’t verify
that he was the author. Whether he was or wasn’t isn’t really the point here.
My point here is that this prayer, for me at least, has become the official
prayer of 2020 and the COVID19 pandemic.
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work,
		
As COVID began its spread in the US back in March, cities, counties, and states began a piecemeal shutdown, hoping that having people
quarantine/shelter-in-place would stop the spread of the virus. Within that
shutdown, however, were people designated “essential workers.” People in
healthcare and EMS were at the top of that list. But essential workers also
included grocery store clerks and people who stocked the shelves, mail and
delivery personnel, a variety of warehouse workers, and others. These people put their lives on the line to help fight the disease or make it so the rest
of us could continue to have basic necessities at home. And even though
the shutdowns have abated for now, those who work are still faced with the
possibility of contracting COVID.

Watch over those who work.
or watch,
		
There are several definitions for watch, but there are two that seem to
be particularly appropriate for this time. The first is to keep vigil. We might be
most familiar with this term as the night watch during Maundy Thursday and
into Good Friday. During the pandemic there have been countless people who
have kept watch over family and friends who have contracted COVID. Many
of those have recovered. But many others in our country and around the world
have died.
		
The second is to be attentive or vigilant, to keep guard. We have been
attentive to and on guard against this virus going on eight months now. We
have learned to keep our distance, to wear masks, to wash hands frequently,
and to take other precautions in an effort to avoid contracting the virus. We
now weigh the risks of going places – to church, to restaurants, to the grocery
store, and elsewhere.
		
Watch over those who watch.
or weep,
		
There has been plenty over which to weep. We weep for those who
have died and those who have been forever harmed. We weep for those who
have lost jobs and homes. We weep for those who have lost benefits. We weep
for those who are struggling to hold it together as they are forced into roles
and responsibilities they were never prepared to take on. And sometimes, quietly, and away from where others can see us, we weep for ourselves as it’s the
only way we can release the pressure.
		
Watch over those who weep.
Tend the sick,
		
In this time of COVID, it seems we have all been hyper-sensitive about
any illness. Every year as the football season starts and the weather changes, I manage to come down with some kind of sore throat/cold. It happened
again this year, even though I wasn’t working any games. “Have I contracted
COVID??” People I’m around have sneezed or coughed, and those are immediately followed by, “It’s my allergies . . . really.” But there are plenty of people
who are sick, either from COVID or from something else, that have been affected by this pandemic. There was a time when visiting patients in the hos-

2

pital was off limits, so those who were sick and in the hospital had no outside
contact, which made for a lonely time. Things are getting better, but being sick
in this time is just one more burden we have to carry.
		
Tend the sick, Lord Christ.
give rest to the weary,
		
I don’t know about you, but I’m tired. I’m tired of having to always be
on my guard. I’m tired of having to enforce rules. I’m tired of reminding people that reservations are required to attend worship. I’m tired of wondering
which mistake will be the one that leads to catastrophe. Other people are tired
of trying to work from home and homeschool their children. People are tired
of Zoom meetings, education, and seminars. We are all tired of trying to cope
with all of this and make it seem normal.
		
Give rest to the weary, Lord Christ.
bless the dying,
		
As I write this, Maryland has recorded 4,096 deaths due to complications from COVID; the US had around 225,000 deaths; and there have been
1.16 million deaths worldwide. The death rate from other diseases has also increased due to how COVID interacts with existing diseases. And because there
are so many variables, there are those who have died from COVID, or its complications, who weren’t expecting to die. Getting sick now carries much more
weight and very real possibilities of a negative outcome.
		
Bless the dying, Lord Christ.
soothe the suffering,
		
During this pandemic, the levels of suffering have increased exponentially. People are suffering due to loss of income. People are suffering from
having to take on extra work, if it can be found. They are suffering not only
physically, but emotionally, spiritually, and mentally. Various health organizations have warned about an increased risk of suicide during this time, as well
as the increase in cases of substance and domestic abuse. People are suffering
in many ways, probably most unknown to many of us.
		
Soothe the suffering, Lord Christ.
pity the afflicted,
		
COVID has afflicted many of us with many of the problems mentioned
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above. None of us are untouched by this pandemic. Even if we have managed
to remain healthy, we may have family, friends, or coworkers adversely affected. We may know someone who has died. It may be that being on lock-down
has strained our relationships to the breaking point. Or it may be that we are
carrying burdens only we know about. We have all been afflicted.
		
According to one definition, pity results in giving relief or aid or showing mercy. And while we may pray to God for relief from this deadly pestilence, we must also recognize that we are the hands and feet of Christ here on
earth. So when we pray for pity, we must be ready and willing to offer relief,
aid, and/or mercy to those affected.
		
Pity the afflicted, Lord Christ.
shield the joyous
		
Your first thought to this petition might be, “Why do the joyous need
to be shielded?” I think there are two reasons (there may be more, but two will
suffice for now). First, in this time of COVID stress, joy might be hard to find.
With everything I’ve mentioned above, it is clear these are not joyous times.
But moments of joy can be found here and there. May those moments of joy
last a bit longer. May those who experience that joy be shielded from worldly
troubles just a bit longer.
		
The second is that, for whatever reason, people have a hard time accepting, experiencing, or supporting the joy of others. We claim that it isn’t
real or is just for show. We make comments designed to bring them down.
Jesus dealt with this when he said, “The Son of Man came eating and drinking
and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and
sinners!’”
		
Shield the joyous, Lord Christ.
We are coming to the end of 2020, but we are not, unfortunately, coming to the
end of the COVID pandemic. My hope is that, as this short but deeply meaningful prayer closes out the day in the service of Compline and offers comfort
for the night ahead, it may also offer us comfort for the days and nights yet to
come.
Blessings,
Todd+
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Discretionary Report
Current Month
Beginning Balance (August 18):
Mask Guards for Choir
D. Calendine Hotel Room
Deposit (x2)

$2,000.00
-49.00
-244.00
300.00

Balance as of September 16:

$2,007.00

Currently have 2 Sheetz Cards to give out, with many available for purchase.
If you would like to donate to the discretionary, please contact the office.

Spread Christmas Cheer to Bester School! Be
a Shoe-Box Santa!
Ho! Ho! Ho! It’s almost Bester’s Shoe Box Santa time! In this crazy
year where nothing is “normal” or routine, Santa needs our parish’s help
more than ever. Finances are very tight for many this year, and the Bester
Community could use our help providing gifts through the Shoebox
program!
At the same time, many of you who have been very generous in the past, may not be in a
position to give this year. And with the rise in coronavirus cases, some of you may not feel comfortable
going shopping even with social distancing and mask wearing.
It’s a challenging time for all of us. IF you are willing to participate this year, we will have
shoeboxes available at the back of the church or in the parish office. We have 30 boys and girls ranging
from ages 4 to 10. You can sign up for a child and receive the gender and age by contacting Karla Davis
either at the church service, by email karla.davis@myactv.net, or by a phone call or text to 301 6678744.
Please have your wrapped shoe box labeled with gender and age of your child back to the
church or dropped off at the church office by Sunday, Dec. 6. Thank you for all you do for His sake!
The Service and Outreach Commission
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2020 Holiday Worship Schedule
As of right now, we anticipate holiday worship at Saint John’s to have the following schedule:
Thanksgiving Day, November 26, 9:30 am
Christmas Eve, December 24:
4 pm service with some type of pageant (more information to come as details become clear); 11 pm service
Christmas Day, December 25, 9:30 am
Christmas 1, December 27, 9:30 am – Lessons and Carols
We know that singing is a big part of our worship, especially at Christmas. Mark King
and I are working on ideas as to how we might incorporate the singing of Christmas
hymns into the services.
I am also working with Susan Sunnarborg and the Christian Formation Commission as
to how we can safely offer a Christmas pageant during the 4 pm Christmas Eve service.
And we are all trying to maintain our holiday worship traditions within the new reality of
keeping people as safe as possible.
Finally, seating reservations for each service will be required, as with all our worship services. However, reservations will NOT be accepted before the following dates:
Thanksgiving Service: November 2
Christmas Eve: December 10
Christmas Day: December 11
Christmas I: December 21
Thank you for both your understanding and support.
Todd+
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Music Notes
Virtual Choral Evensong for All Saints’ Day
The second musical event of the 2020-2021 Music at Saint John’s Series includes Virtual
Evensong. Due to Covid-19 precautions, we will not be able to have an in-person congregation, but the service was pre-recorded at our church and will be premiered on Sunday,
November 1 at 5:00 p.m. It can be viewed at facebook.com/stjohnshagerstown, or after the
premiere on the church’s website (www.stjohnshagerstown.org) under the FB & Worship
tab (click on the Vimeo page link). The Officiant for the service is Father Todd Young, and
the music led by Mark King. Two cantors will sing choral music of nineteenth century English composer, Thomas Attwood Walmisley; and nineteenth/twentieth century English
composers, Ralph Vaughan Williams and Charles Wood. Organ music will include works
of twentieth century French composer, Jehan Alain; and twenty-first century American
composer, Craig Phillips. Plan to make Evensong a part of your All Saints’ observance,
and invite family, friends and neighbors to view the event.

Now Thank We All Our God
Now thank we all our God, with heart, and hands, and voices,
who wondrous things hath done, in whom his world rejoices;
who from our mother’s arms hath blessed us on our way
with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.
O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us!
With ever joyful hearts and blessed peace to cheer us;
and keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all ills in this world and the next.
All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given,
the Son, and him who reigns with them in highest heaven,
eternal, Triune God, whom earth and heaven adore;
for thus it was, is now, and shall be, evermore.
Words: Martin Rinckart (1586-1649)
Music: Johann Cruger (1598-1662)
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Adult Christian Formation
Mark your calendar for November Adult Forum at 8 p.m. on Thursdays as we march
toward the Reformation!
November 5 – Cathedrals and Chapters; across Europe in the 11th & 12th centuries
Christians undertook ambitious building projects that anchored the church as the center of civil life.
November 12 – The Crusades; beginning in 1095 C.E. the power of the Christian society expressed itself in a series of military expeditions against the Muslim occupiers of
the Holy Land.
November 19 – Papal Revolution; in the 12th & 13th centuries, the church was involved
with changes internal to the life of the church. We will examine two Popes, Gregory VII
and Innocent III as they reform the secular clergy.
Learn about the forces that made us the “Church” we are today. Contact Bob Ayrer at
Robertayrer@gmail.com for Zoom instructions.

Saint John’s Family Shelter
The holidays are coming and the Saint John’s family shelter will once again be collecting donations to give the families at the shelter a gift card from Wal-Mart, cookies, fruit, and candy. If you would like to donate please make checks payable to Saint
John’s Family Shelter noting in the memo section holiday gift. Send check to Ann
Chaney, 13556 Donnybrook Drive, Hagerstown, MD 21742 by December 13th.
Thank you,
Saint John’s Shelter Board
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Christian Formation for children and youth:
Sunday School continues virtually for ages 3-13 at 11 AM each Sunday. Drop in using
Zoom for a lectionary-based lesson and an activity each week. Special feature on November 1: the lesson will be outdoors on the St. John’s Parish House front porch, with appropriate distancing. For more information contact us at sundayschool.stjohns@myactv.net.
EYC for youth in grades 6-12 will meet on November 11 and December 9, at 7pm on
Zoom. (This is a change from the usual 3rd Wednesday date). Join in for a time of fellowship and study. For more information contact Heidi McCusker at youthmin.stjohns@
myactv.net. Zoom connection information will be sent by email, to keep the connection
secure. New faces are always welcome. We look forward to virtually seeing you!
J2A’s flock of flamingos have flown south for the colder months and the teens are happy to
return to their studies once again. The J2A class is for 14-18 year olds and is open as a hybrid meeting (you may attend by Zoom or in-person) They will be meeting in the month of
November on Sundays from 11:30-1:00). They are continuing to look at pop music and the
Bible as well as finishing the J2A curriculum. If you need more information please contact
Joelene Young.
Looking ahead, we are making plans for an Advent craft and a virtual pageant to go along
with our 4pm Christmas Eve service. Please consider which roles you and your family
would like to play as we tell the Christmas story. We will ask you to send photos in costume to be included in the service. Look for more information to come!
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Deacon's Corner
November is a month of leaves falling, and those same leaves offer sustenance to the future
of the same tree or surrounding vegetation. Though our nights are longer and days are
filled with gray skies, we know all things are being made new. God loves us and calls us to
reach out in love during these darker days. In a few weeks, we will press on the journey of
watching the “Star” in this same night sky. Our hope is renewed when the Christ child wails
for the breath God provides to all.
Snow will come and with it the beautiful silence. This silence will bring calm in for a moment in our lives. November is the time to prepare not just for All Saints or Christ the King
Sundays but also for family gatherings that are limited this year to COVID, Black Friday
Sales, Cyber Monday, and a Son’s coming. We race in November, to even race harder in
December. Let us slow down this year, to see the tree’s foliage, to wait for the frost to bring
a glistening to our lawns, to breathe in deeply the love God has for us in the crispness of
autumn.
Our natural seasons offer us the opportunity to pause, reflect, turn, and love one another.
Our church season offers us a reminder of whose people we are. We are the prophetic and
faithful of the Triune God desiring us to live with and comfort the other. The desire to
make all things and us new.
Deacon Sue

Forward Day-by-Day
The new Day-by-Day meditation booklets have arrived and are available. Copies
will be placed in the back pew at church and at the tower entrance for people to take
during services. Copies will also be placed on a table next to the front door of the
office Monday – Thursday and you are welcome to stop by and pick one up there. A
few large-print and Spanish versions are also available.
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The Door Is Open…
Will you come in? Welcoming folks to church in this time of Covid is to say the
least “challenging.” Masks, social distancing, sparse attendance, no Eucharist for
some, virtual services, temperature taking, reservations, no prayer books, no full
choir, no congregational singing, no procession, no recession, no passing the
peace, no community building after services...Have I missed anything? What
has made us a welcoming community is now on hold indefinitely. It is very easy
to put church in the background and forget our baptismal commitment, even
for those of us who have been regular attendees.
How does this time relate to one of our mission statements WELCOMING? In
Father Todd’s October Ramblings, he addressed this issue. “How do we worship during this time?” “Do we need to expand our online capabilities and offer
more, not less, online worship?” One of the Welcoming Commission’s goals is to
make the public aware of who we are and what we do in words and images. We
are trying to accomplish this by keeping our church's social media pages updated, relevant, and informative. What better way to do this than to go directly
to parishioners! Would you be willing to do 2-3 minute video clip answering
several questions given to you beforehand to share on our Facebook page? (As
mentioned previously in correspondence, social media is the new front door. )
We would love to hear from you at stjohnswelcoming101@gmail.com if you are
willing to “come in” and share your comments. Church is a living community
aware of divine presence. We need a companion to walk with us to bring new
understanding of how we can know His presence and serve His mission in today’s world.

Find St. John’s on Facebook!
Scan this QR Code with
your smartphone camera.
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Stewardship 2021
So far, this year has been one of numerous and unexpected hardships, from natural disasters (fires and storms) to the many repercussions from the Covid-19 virus. One major impact on St. John’s was the closing of its doors for worship services and its many programs
and activities. Thankfully, after careful consideration and implementation, we now offer
limited in-person worship services as well as online worship and several online programs.
We are continually learning to adapt in this “new world” order.
We have all experienced some form of hardship during this time of the deadly pandemic,
but we also have many blessings to be thankful for. In the spirit of God’s love, the people
of St. John’s have been and are continuing to devise new ways to spread the love of God to
each other and to those in our community and beyond. It takes time, talent, and finances
to accomplish this. So, we call on everyone to prayerfully consider pledging their talent,
time, and/or finances to keep these efforts going. It is understood that it may be difficult
to commit at this point in time. But by contributing to the mission of St. John’s (Worship,
Welcome, Serve and Encourage), we can continue to share God’s love, hope, and comfort.
As of October 15, 2020, St. John’s had a shortfall of $10,484 in its operating budget.
Again, to continue our services of worship in its varying forms, our outreach and in-house
programs, and upkeep of the church, we ask you to consider giving your support this year.
Your stewardship letter and pledge card should have arrived by now; if not please contact
the church office (301)733-2560 to request them. We ask that your pledge card be returned to the office no later than November 10, 2020. You may also put it in the offering
plate during services or use electronic giving. Please see the St. John’s website for instructions.
Thank you for your support and service as we look forward to a new and blessed year
ahead.
Bless you,
Lou Lamb, Senior Warden
1 Peter 4:10 As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.
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Home Visits Resumed (Sort Of)
Shortly after I arrived in Hagerstown and got settled, I created a weekly schedule. One
of the things on that list was for me to make random parishioner visitations on Monday
mornings. I was pretty good about doing that, and I guess I batted around .500 in catching people at home.
And then COVID hit and visitations were stopped.
You may have heard that the diocese is now allowing clergy to bring Communion to people at home. This does not apply to Eucharistic Visitors, however; so for now I am the only
one who can offer this particular ministry.
If you are not yet comfortable with gathering at church but would like to receive Communion, please call me on my cell phone or send me an e-mail (rector@stjohnshagerstown.
org) to arrange a time for me to come visit and bring Communion. You can do the same if
you would just like to visit without Communion.
In this strange time of COVID, I don’t want to randomly show up and intrude on someone who may be uncomfortable in that situation, so I will rely on you to invite me into
your home.
Blessings,
Todd+
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Wanted: Candidates for Vestry
We are looking for people to prayerfully consider joining the vestry. If you would like to
nominate yourself or someone else (with their consent), please contact Kim Halsey (610360-0637 or kimberlyeph@gmail.com).
Vestry members are expected to attend vestry meetings on the fourth Wednesday of the
month (except July), serve on or chair a commission which meets on the first Wednesday
of each month, and attend the Vestry Retreat, which will be held in February or March.

Reach Week
It’s that time of year again to think about the men and women of Washington County who
are less fortunate to have housing for the winter. This year is looking a little different in
that there is a new Director, Liz who seems to have a great handle on how to run this amazing operation, along with dealing with this Pandemic.
Reach has made several improvements for the safety of all coming into the shelter. The
front desk now has plexi glass with an opening for ID, the kitchen has plexi all around and
trays will remain in the kitchen and food put on them and put out thru an opening. All
this is designed to keep everyone healthy and safe.
With all that being said our week for St John’s is Feb 7th-14th 2021. We will play it by
ear as the season goes to see what all we will be able to do. Approximately 12 churches
dropped out so i t leaves a large gap throughout the season. Some are willing to prepare
food and drop it off at the door and have someone serve it along with having the residents
help with laundry and other duties we usually do. I will keep you posted as to how things
are going and if you want to volunteer let me know and I will get you the info to sign up.
Thanks for your continued support of this worthwhile cause. Missy McCray 717-420-7118,
nmmjj101119@gmail.com.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Elsie Holloway			11/01
Becca Burford			11/02
Kimbra Tweedy		
11/03
Charles Chaney		
11/05
Mark Platek			11/05
Aubrey Alvestad		
11/07
Mark Halsey			11/07
Charlotte Happel		
11/07
Carol Bachtell			11/08
Cathy Bushey			11/08
Jason Happel			11/08
Adam Hebb			11/09
Gary Heichel			11/09
Mary Mallery			11/09
Bruce Foreman		
11/10

Nicolee Forte-Wright		
11/11
Marilyn Tonseth		
11/11
Iris Heichel			11/14
Tina Angle			11/15
Maya Wells			11/16
Sallie Bailey			11/17
Linda Norrington		
11/21
Caroline Happel		
11/22
Marsha Knicley-Masood
11/23
Ben Alvestad			11/25
Beth Parker Bellinger		
11/25
Ruth Cozzoli			11/26
Kathy Fuscsick			11/26
Nathanael Mummert		
11/26

HappyAnniversary!
Alvin & Marty Massey		
Bill & Pat Abeles			
Bill & Phyllis Beard			
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11/02
11/12
11/21
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