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Ramblings from the Rector on . . . 

Stewardship in Difficult Times
It’s October already which means it’s time for the annual pledge campaign.  One of 
the things I learned years ago from the Rt. Rev. Greg Rickel, Bishop of the Diocese of 
Olympia, was to not confuse the October beg-a-thon (as he called it) with stewardship.  
Stewardship is the all-encompassing, year-round, and life-time management/protection/
care of the spiritual and physical needs of our people, buildings, and grounds.  The 
October (or Fall) pledge campaign is how we will accomplish those things through our 
offerings of time, talent, and treasure.  And this is why you will be receiving a Stewardship 
card and letter with all of the different ways you can participate in the life of Saint John’s, 
not just a pledge card asking for your money.

In years past I have written these letters with a singularly focused stewardship “theme.”  

But this year, as you’ve probably noticed, is different.  This year we’ve had to deal with 23 
named storms (moving into the Greek alphabet because we’ve run out of English names), 
8 hurricanes, and 2 major hurricanes.  Western states were/are on fire, driving the air 
quality index in some regions up into the 600’s, occasionally reaching over 800 (0-50 is 
considered “good”), and sending smoke across the US.  COVID-19 has caused a global 
pandemic, infecting over 31 million people and killing over 966,000 worldwide.  And 
those are just the highlights.  There are many, many other things that have happened this 
year that have taken their toll on people’s physical, spiritual, and emotional health.

Because of all this, I don’t have a nice, simple, attention-getting focus for the 2021 pledge 
campaign.  I do not have a singular theme of our overall stewardship efforts.  And if I’m 
being honest with myself, and with you, for most of the past few months I’ve had a hard 
time maintaining focus of any kind during these events.  It’s getting better, but I feel like 
I am just beginning to come out of the haze and am starting to feel a sense of normalcy in 
my life.  But that could change.



That said, I have many more questions than answers.  I wonder how we can be the Church 
in a time of COVID?  I wonder how we can welcome people into our midst when it’s hard 
enough to welcome our own family back into the building?  I wonder how we can continue 
to reach out to the people in need who live in our community?  I wonder how we can shine a 
light of encouragement to people in these difficult and stressful times?

And maybe the answer to a singularly focused stewardship theme is to offer up questions for 
everyone to ponder, letting people get creative about how to address these questions.

As Christians, as Episcopalians, and as people connected to Saint John’s, how can we be 
the Church in a time of COVID?  And how can we do that in relation to our mission to 
Worship, Welcome, Serve, and Encourage?

Worship:  How do we worship during this time?  Everything I’ve read from a scientific point 
of view gives scenarios of the pandemic running through the middle of 2021 with possible 
surges into 2025.  Our current worship structure (reserved seating and limited numbers) 
looks like it’s here to stay.  Do we need to expand our online capabilities and offer more, not 
less, online worship?  Should we start offering online Morning and Evening Prayer services, 
and/or a Compline service?  Should we invest in better equipment?  Should we train people 
on how to Officiate the Daily Offices and how to live-stream them?

Welcome:  How can we work to maintain Saint John’s as a welcoming community during 
these difficult times?  Can we find ways to  welcome people into our community beyond 
having them sit in a pew?  Do we need to expand our online programs?  Can we find a way 
to offer virtual coffee shops (that is, informal online gathering places to get connected, stay 
connected, and relax from the world’s stress)?  How do we best get this information out to 
our immediate neighborhood and beyond?

Serve:  If the science I’m reading is correct and we are looking at a multi-year pandemic, 
people will find themselves in any number of stages of need – everything from a quick 
financial band-aid to homelessness, to hunger, to medical needs, and many more.  How 
might we create a support system to serve and assist parishioners who find themselves 
adversely affected?  Can we find creative ways to offer relief and assist parents and teachers 
who have come to the end of their ropes?  Are we willing to look for ways to serve the 
(anticipated) growing numbers of homeless and hungry?

Encourage:  How can we provide encouragement to those who are struggling or need a pick-
me-up?  Can we offer ourselves as tutors to those needing one?  Are we willing to help people 
navigate the ever-complicated world of social assistance?  Sometimes people are encouraged 
because they look good.  Can we find ways to set up stations for portable salons, dentistry, 
podiatry, or other areas of physical need?
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Obviously we won’t be able to do all of this, but we might be able to do some of it.  Some 
of these ideas will require money.  Others will require time and talent.  And many of these 
ideas, along with others yet to be named, will require a willingness to step out into the 
unknown.  As I said in my sermon from September 20, this is not the time to be looking 
back and longing for how things used to be or complaining we don’t have enough; this is the 
time to identify and use the resources we have as we work to make the kingdom of God a 
reality in the here and now.

The ultimate question is this:  Through your Time, Talent, and Treasure, how will you help 
Saint John’s reflect the goodness of the kingdom of God to the world around us?

And for those who are friends of Saint John’s, those of you who, for whatever reason, don’t 
attend but who receive our electronic communications – Soundings and the Wednesday 
Word for instance– and/or follow and worship with us on Facebook, I would also encourage 
you to prayerfully reflect on how Saint John’s has become a part of your life and how you 
might support our mission and ministries.  Your financial donations may be mailed directly 
to the church (101 S. Prospect St., Hagerstown, MD  21740) or via electronic giving (www.
stjohnshagerstown.org and click “Online Pledges/Gifts” at the top of the website).

In these strange and difficult times, may you find places of blessings and may you reach out 
to bless others.

Todd+

Discretionary Report
Current Month

Beginning Balance (August 18):                         $2,140.00
Food Assistance -100.00
Clergy Conf. Registration for Deacon -10.00
Medical Assistance -30.00

Balance as of September 16: $2,000.00

Currently have no Sheetz Cards to give out, with many available for purchase.
If you would like to donate to the discretionary, please contact the office.
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Music Notes
Virtual Silent Movies 

Dave Calendine, organist for the Fox Theatre in Detroit, will open the 2020-2021 Music 
at Saint John’s Series. Due to Covid-19 precautions, we will not be able to have an in-per-
son audience, but the program will be pre-recorded at our church in early October and be 
broadcast on Friday, October 23 at 7:00 p.m. on Facebook. In addition to organ repertoire, 
the program will include Mr. Calendine improvising organ accompaniments to two short 
films. One of the films is The Electric House, written in 1922, directed and starring Buster 
Keaton, featuring ghosts and a spooky hand. Silent films were popular from the turn of 
the 20th century until around the 1930s when synchronized sound became mainstream. 
Be sure to let friends and family know about this fun event for all ages.

Virtual Halloween Party

The Saint Francis Choir (children) and Canterbury Choir (youth) will have their Hallow-
een Parties on Zoom, Monday, October 26, including a costume contest. The virtual party 
for the Saint Francis Choir is at 5:00 pm, and the party for the Canterbury Choir is at 6:00 
p.m.

Virtual Choral Evensong

Choral Evensong for All Saints’ Day will be pre-recorded in mid-October and be broad-
cast on Sunday, November 1 at 5:00 p.m. on Facebook. More information about this virtu-
al event will appear in the November issue of Soundings.
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Deacon's Corner

This past month, I leaned into the Psalms.  I have read some despicable Psalms and also 
ones I love to hear again and again.  While I was leaning, I had a devotional companion 
with me, Praying from the Darkness: The Difficult Psalms, written by Lyn Fraser, a volun-
teer hospice chaplain in Colorado.

She borrowed from Walter Brueggemann, who categorizes them in three distinctive 
ways.  What I consider despicable, he would offer as disorienting.  What I see as restor-
ative, he would call those re-orienting.  Those that have just a straightforward message of 
God’s acts, they would be called orienting.   

The times we live in are a bit disorienting for me.  Even with being active in worship, 
daily prayer, and being in the community offering what I hope is the light of Christ or 
at least some calm, since the world around me and us is like a whirling Tasmanian dev-
il.   Also, know the Psalmists shared pain, shook a metaphoric fist at the Almighty, and 
demanded to see the way to freedom.  Our freedom is caught up in the now with ris-
ing infection rates here in Washington County.  Our freedom is tied to this earthly life, 
which is not free from our egos and ideas.  Our freedom is in Christ, who saves us from 
ourselves.  This freedom cost Jesus his life, but death has no sting, and God raised him.  
God’s son is the hope and assurance for tomorrow in our re-orientating Psalms.

Despicable Psalms are for times like these:  COVID, hurricanes, wildfires, murder hor-
nets, and an election year all in one.  God is accused of not listening to the Psalmist’s 
cries. Or a despicable Psalm may be to smite a neighbor who isn’t nice.  I think I’ve med-
itated on these Psalms once or twice.  Either way, if there is silence or a task to smite an 
evildoer, know you are not alone in your anguish.  God has heard it all.  God loves us all, 
in the quiet, and in our fears.  Take a look at Psalm 44.  It’s a doozy.

Deacon Sue
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St. Francis Day
The Feast of St. Francis is celebrated on October 4.  This year that day falls on a Sunday 
and we will once again offer our annual pet blessing.  That blessing, however, will look 
somewhat different.

If you want to bring your pet(s) to service for a blessing, feel free to do so.  Just make sure 
that dogs are leashed, cats should be in carriers, and others animals appropriately con-
trolled.

Instead of coming forward for individual blessings, I will offer a general blessing to all 
those present.  AND -- if you will not be physically present but participating online, there 
will be a specific time when you will be able to send in the names of your pets in the com-
ments so they will also be blessed.

While this won’t be “how we’ve always done it,” we are trying to maintain some sense of 
normalcy and a place of joy in our lives.  Because even in these difficult times, we can 
find joy in God’s creation.
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Sunday School continues virtually for ages 3-13 at 11am each Sunday. Drop in using 
Zoom for a lectionary-based lesson and an activity each week. 

Special feature on October 4:  the lesson will be outdoors on the St. John’s playground, 
with appropriate distancing. For more information contact us at sundayschool.stjohns@
myactv.net.

EYC for youth in grades 6-12 meets on the 3rd Wednesday of the month, at 7pm on 
Zoom.  The October meeting will be on the 21st. Join in for a time of fellowship and 
study. For more information contact Heidi McCusker at youthmin.stjohns@myactv.net. 

Zoom connection information will be sent by email to keep the connection secure.  New 
faces are always welcome.  We look forward to virtually seeing you!

J2A are currently taking a break from lessons during October and will be resuming their 
pop music and the Bible during November. 

 
 

Youth Corner

All Flocked Out

  —J2A would like to thank the parish for their help and enthusiastic support 

with the flocking fundraiser.   With your help, the J2A raised over $1,000 for their 

mission trip. The flocks are currently booked through October and then will be 

flying south to a warmer climate.  
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Bluegrass Mass Postponed

It is with a great sadness, much forethought and an overabundance of caution that the Oc-
tober 17 Bluegrass Mass has been postponed until further notice. With the recent addition 
of Maryland to several states' quarantine lists, coupled with diocesan guidelines and covid 
restrictions in general this seems to be the difficult, yet prudent, decision.

Thanks to all of you who've shown interest in attending. And a very special THANK YOU 
to the Bluegrass group Fertile Soil for your willingness to headline. As the goals of this 
event were to welcome back members of St. John's as well as to share with the communi-
ty what the St. John's family is all about the Welcoming Commission has every intention 
of re-scheduling this joyful event for a future date. However, with fall and winter weather 
looming (and hopefully a vaccine, too) we'll re-visit and re-schedule for a date in 2021.

Calling all Knitters and Crocheters

Last year we started a  plan to knit hats, mitts, and scarves for the REACH  Cold Weather 
Shelter. As you know, Covid has put a damper on  gathering for “Knitting Parties” so I am 
hoping you have continued on your own. If you need a pattern for a hat or scarf, please let 
Kathy Marks know ASAP and she will send you one–(301) 791-0092 or (301) 730-4050.  
Also, if you need yarn, let Kathy know. You can take your finished projects to the shelter. 
Just tell them you’re from St. John’s Episcopal.

Lay Delegates

We are accepting nominations of people to serve as Lay Delegates to Regional Council and 
Diocesan Convention.  These two people represent Saint John’s at these meetings/events 
and report back to the parish the business of the Diocese. Lay Delegates are elected by the 
Vestry at their October meeting in even numbered years.  Nominations may be made by 
any Voting Member of the parish in writing (email nominations will be accepted) and con-
veyed to either Fr. Todd, Lou Lamb, or Ellen Collins, no later than October 12. Contact Fr. 
Todd if you would like more information.
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What’s been shared via the BLESSINGS BOX

What is the “Blessings Box”?  It is a chance to share 
your blessings with others during this extraordi-
nary time so others can too realize how we have all 
been touched by mere miraculous moments and 
perhaps uplift others as they read them. You may 
choose to sign your blessing or leave it unsigned; it 
is your choice.  Below are blessings shared recently 
in conjunction with the celebration of St. John’s 
Day:

• I got to spend more time with my family.
• I feel blessed to have two beautiful, healthy daughters and for an apartment I love.
• Melissa Hutton offers her gratitude for her granddaughter’s recent baptism; recent 

move to new apartment; central air conditioning; washer and dryer; and 3 feline chil-
dren.

• For Lauren, Mason, Oscar and Brynna, our 4 grandchildren.
• I was recently diagnosed with aging macular degeneration (AMD), an eye condition 

that can leave you legally blind if not found in time.  However, I feel with God’s divine 
intervention, I was able to see doctors early enough for ‘new’ treatments – I will likely 
maintain my eyesight.  Thank you Lord!  (My mother was legally blinded by AMD & 
glaucoma.) – Betty M.

• I feel blessed to have so many wonderful great friends and family, too.  Love, Sue
• My blessing is having food and a roof over my head.
• Started grad school…getting my MBA. - Tammy
• Having a baby brother healthy and a baby sister too!  J and my family being safe.         

–Thalia
• I’m asking for a way to help in this world today.  Please help me to be kind and selfless 

in honor of my best FF who passed away too soon.
• My sister’s hermit crabs.
• I feel blessed to have had a long period of time at home this Spring, and to realize I 

can retire and continue to enjoy this time of my life.  Being retired and not having a 
routine for the rest of my life really worried me.  No more.  I can do this and love it!  J

• Having friends like Tammy
• This beautiful family called St. John’s. 

Thank you for sharing, and may we always realize God is by our side to hold us up and 
give us strength and His unconditional love!
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ALL SAINTS’ DAY
November 1, 2020

It is customary on All Saints’ Day, or on the Sunday immediately after All Saints’ Day, to 
remember in our prayers those whom we love but see no longer.

If you would like to have someone remembered in our prayers at this year’s All Saints’ 
service, you may e-mail their name(s) to Melonie at secretary.stjohns@myactv.net.

Names of the deceased will be printed in the All Saints’ bulletin, and those who have 
passed away in the last year will be read during the Necrology on November 1.

Please indicate the name of the deceased, date or year of death, and your name (option-
al). Names must be submitted to Melonie no later than Monday, October 26.

 
                              ALL SAINTS’ SUNDAY 
                                        November 1, 2020 

 
It is customary on All Saints’ Sunday to remember in our prayers those whom we love who               

have passed since our last All Saints’ observance on November 3, 2019. 
 
If you would like to have someone remembered in our prayers this year, please include the information below in 
an email to secretary.stjohns@myactv.net or return this form to the Parish Office no later than Monday, 
October 26th.  Names will be printed in the All Saints' bulletin and those who have passed within the past year, 
will be read during the Necrology on November 1st.   PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY 
 
In Memory of those who passed since our last All Saints’ observance:  
(Will be included in the reading of the Necrology.) 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Memory of others who have passed:___________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
By: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Altar Flowers

Now that we have resumed in-person worship services, at least in limited numbers, the 
question of whether or not we should resume the weekly practice of having flowers placed 
at the altar has come up.  I’ve had a few discussions with some people about this, and for 
at least three reasons it has been decided to not continue with weekly flowers at this point 
in time.

First, we do have a very nice arrangement of artificial flowers.  While real flowers are nice, 
they are not necessary and during these unusual times we are paying more close attention 
to what is necessary.

Second, flowers are an expense to someone, primarily the person donating them.  By not 
having weekly flowers, we are reducing some expense in a time when we are all trying to 
be more careful.  

Finally, this was discussed at our most recent Vestry meeting and it was suggested that 
since we don’t know when the pandemic will end nor do we know what its larger impact 
will be, the church will most likely be called upon to offer a greater amount of assistance 
to those in need.  It was suggested that, instead of flowers, people could make in-kind 
donations for Service and Outreach, the Rector’s Discretionary Fund, or even to the All 
Saints Fund (which is used for liturgical necessities) in the name of a loved one.

So, while probably not ideal, it makes sense for us to continue using the artificial flower 
arrangement and have donations go toward areas that have an impact beyond Sunday 
morning.

Todd+
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Happy Anniversaries!

Earlene Ayrer  10/2
Adriana Cox  10/5
Haley Burkholder 10/6
Mickey Wellman 10/6 
Ronald Heiston Sr. 10/7
Anne Morin  10/8
Pat Abeles  10/10
Ronald Williams 10/11
Frank Bushey  10/12
Lyn Norris  10/13
Brady Maguire  10/14 
Sue Sowers  10/14
William Beard  10/15

Michael Harbaugh 10/16
Emily Slocum  10/16
Helen Cook  10/17
Sarah Stanton  10/18
Marty Massey  10/20
Josephine Anderson 10/21
Gaye McGovern 10/21
Susan Rauth  10/21
Dayton Tweedy 10/21
Mark Cook  10/27
Jose Velazquez  10/29
Lee Mangum Jr. 10/31
Jami Mullendore 10/31

Charles & Lee Brining  10/5
Allan & Tammy Martinez  10/5
Brady & Valerie Myers  10/8
Ronald & Evvie Williams  10/9
Bob & Earlene Ayrer   10/10
David & Nicole Martin  10/14
Brenda & Vernon Miles  10/14

Donald & Dolores Carpenter  10/15
Bill & Janice Seekford   10/15
Kevin & Sareen Hebb   10/17
David Davis & Dan Meyer  10/19
Ethel & Zach Myers   10/20
Jason & Tracey Happel  10/23
Ronald & Nancy Heiston  10/29


