
SOUNDINGS
 The Newsletter of Saint John’s Episcopal Parish, Hagerstown, Maryland

September 2020
Ramblings from the Rector on . . . 

Thankfulness
As I write this edition of Ramblings it is the week after our fourth limited in-person 
worship.  COVID shut everything down in March and it wasn’t until August 2 that 
we were ready to begin in-person worship.  Preparations included everything from 
which doors we would use to closing off pews to health questions and temperature 
checks to requiring masks to to to to.

Are we 100 percent safe?  No, of course not.  But then again, we never were.  But, 
thanks to the hard work of the Parish Reopening Committee, and thanks to the 
willingness of you to see the value in going slow, I believe we are as safe as we can be 
under the current circumstances.

There’s no doubt that we are living in interesting times.  Things are not as they used 
to be, nor should things go back to the way they used to be.  We need to do better 
at healthcare, jobs, education, and a whole host of other things, and this may be the 
time to evaluate how we’ve done things in the past and how we can do things better 
in the future.

But all that said, and with all we’ve been through individually and corporately 
(infections, deaths, shutdowns, protests, counter-protests, bad behavior, good 
behavior, heroic acts, and other things too numerous to name), we here at Saint 
John’s, and in other places, are trying to do the best we can with what we have.  We 
are trying to remain connected.  We are trying to remain faithful.  We are trying 
to remain positive.  We are trying to look for the good in the midst of it all.  And 
we are trying to find new and creative ways to live into our mission to Worship, 
Welcome, Serve, and Encourage.

So as we begin to move forward little by little, I want to call your attention to 
September 13.



We have designated September 13 as Saint John’s Day.  In the past this has always been 
a big celebration, often headed up by Betty Markle and her amazing team.  This year, 
however, it will be a little different.  We’re planning on tying Saint John’s Day to the 
Jewish festival of Sukkot, aka Feast of Tabernacles, aka Feast of Booths.  You can read 
more about this upcoming event in this edition of Soundings, but the short story is 
that we will gather on the church grounds , each person bringing their own chairs, food 
(chicken will be provided in individual to-go boxes for those who want), and umbrella 
(if able – to represent a Booth), and we will celebrate the life of our parish.  

As with attending worship service, we would like those attending the festival to register 
with Peg Brown at pegbrown07@gmail.com.  This can be done at the same time you 
register to attend worship if you wish.

Why Sukkot (aka Tabernacles aka Booths) you may ask?  I was given an article to read 
that was written on October 1, 2001, by Chief Rabbi Dr. Jonathan Sacks (I don’t know 
which congregation he serves/served or where) that does a great job of explaining the 
significance of Sukkot.  Note that this was written only three weeks after the terrorist 
attacks, but what he had to say then is just as applicable now.

It’s a simple festival.  It’s our annual reminder of how vulnerable life is.  It’s a tutorial 
in how to live with insecurity and still celebrate life.  And living with insecurity is 
where we’re at right now.  In these uncertain days, people have been canceling flights, 
delaying holidays, deciding not to go to theaters and public places.  The emotional 
damage [may] continue for months, maybe even years, to come.

He tells the story of how his family had moved to Israel before becoming Chief Rabbi 
of the congregation to whom he’s writing.  They arrived during the time of the Gulf 
War and says that they had to don gas masks and seek shelter 39 times as SCUD 
missiles rained down on them, never knowing if they would be hit or if one of those 
missiles would contain chemical or biological warheads.

And he goes on to say, “It should have been a terrifying time, and it was.  But it taught 
me something.  It taught me how much I loved my wife and children.  It taught me to 
stop living for the future and start thanking God for each day.  It taught me that life 
can be full of risk and yet still be a blessing.”

So here we are, 19 years later, and the Rabbi’s words still ring true.  We are living in 
insecure times.  We are reminded of how vulnerable life is.  We have yet to assess the 
emotional damage done to people of all ages as a result of COVID, and it may be years 
before we figure that out.
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But in these insecure, uncertain, and interesting times, what have we learned?  Have 
we been able to refocus on our families and those whom we love?  Have we spent 
time thanking God for each day that we are safe and healthy?  Have we been able to 
focus on the here and now?  Have we found daily blessings in the middle of a daily 
pandemic?

With everything going on, this is a good time to remember our vulnerability and give 
thanks to God.  This is a good time to celebrate the life of this parish that we all love.  
This is a good time to be thankful for all the people who make this parish what it is.  
This is a good time to offer thanks to God.

So on September 13 we will do just that.  We will gather on the church grounds with 
our own makeshift booths of lawn chairs and umbrellas, with our meals, and with our 
joyful thankfulness for the blessings God has bestowed upon us.  Heidi McCusker is 
planning thankfulness-themed crafts for the children, and the rest of us can gather 
together (safely distanced) and share our stories of thankfulness.

I’m looking forward to celebrating the life of Saint John’s as we do every year, while also 
celebrating like we’ve never done before.

Be thankful,

Todd+

Discretionary Report
Current Month

Beginning Balance (July 23):                              $2,206.00
No Requested Assistance 0.00
J2A Gathering -12.00
CopyQuick (J2A Signs) -54.00

Balance as of August 18: $2,140.00

Currently have 2 Sheetz Cards ($10/ea) available for purchase with more being 
ordered.
If you would like to donate to the discretionary, please contact the office.
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Music Notes
Awards Presented to Choristers

Awards were presented to members of the Saint Francis Choir (children), and Canterbury 
Choir (youth) at their last zoom rehearsal of the season on August 3.

Saint Francis Choir
• Participation Certificates: Ema Myers, Joey Myers, Benjamin Overcash
• Best Attendance Award: Benjamin Overcash
• Graduation Award: Ema Myers

Canterbury Choir
• Participation Certificates: Mikaela Mummert, Nels Sunnarborg, Rhys Weibel, Liam 

Sealing
• Best Attendance Award: Mikaela Mummert

Music Making Opportunities on Zoom

Saint Francis Choir (Grades 1-3)
      Rehearsals begin on Monday, September 14 at 5 – 5:30 pm
Canterbury Choir (Grades 4-12*)
      Rehearsals begin on Monday, September 14 at 6 – 6:30 pm
Parish Choir (Grades 9-12 &Adults*)
      Rehearsals begin on Thursday, September 10 at 7 – 7:30 pm

*Youth in grades 9-12 have the option of either singing in the Canterbury or Parish Choir.

For information about the choirs and how to participate remotely, contact Mark King, 
301-733-2560 ext. 108, or mking.stjohns@myactv.net. 
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Welcome Back “All Y’All” 

Ramp up your fiddle and your bow!  Our Welcoming Commission is planning a 
Bluegrass Mass to be held Saturday, October 17, at 5:00 pm  on our church park-
ing lot. We want to welcome back parishioners  with a service out of doors that is 
spiritual and joyful after an absence generated by Covid and give the community 
an opportunity to see who we are and learn about St. John’s. Restrictions from the 
Diocese will be followed. Our own the Reverend Patrick Ricker, a member of Fertile 
Soil bluegrass  group, will be singing and preaching. Mark your calendars and tell a 
friend  to join us for an evening of spiritual fellowship, thanks, and a sense of com-
munity.



ST. JOHN’S FAMILY SHELTER 
 

Transitional housing for families 
who have lost their home 

240 513 6388 
Re: Community Foundation’s Washington County Gives 
September 22, 2020 
 
As school resumes, we are reminded that as many as one thousand Washington County children are 
homeless each day. 
 
Thanks to the generosity of Saint John’s Episcopal Church and so many others, the St. John’s Family 
Shelter for over thirty years has provided transitional housing for families who have lost their home 
when a health or employment crisis hits, and as they seek a new permanent place to live. 
 
Organizations such as Reach, The Salvation Army, and the Rescue Mission provide a wonderful service 
for those who are homeless, but they are not able to keep children together with their parents.  The 
St. John’s Family Shelter serves that need. 
 
Please consider contributing this year to the Shelter during the Community Foundation’s Washington 
County Gives fundraising event on September 22.  To donate, simply log on to the Community 
Foundation of Washington County website (http://www.cfwcmd.org) and select St. John's Family 
Shelter, which will be listed as a charity recipient. 
 
Your generous financial contribution to the Shelter will help provide light and heat and upkeep for five 
family apartments, plus a caretaker’s apartment.  Other administrative costs are minimal. 
 
Please remember the Shelter on September 22 and thank you for giving children and parents in crisis a 
chance to stay together, regroup, and move forward. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Carla Charles, President 
 
     Board of Directors 

 
   Russ Marks, VP  Melissa Hutton, Secretary 
   Bill Soulis, Treasurer  Fr. Todd Young, Rector (ex officio) 
   Emmet Burke   Cathy Bushey 
   Ann Chaney   Madeline Marks 
   Tamara Martinez  Missy McCray 
     Mike Mummert 
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ST. JOHN’S DAY – SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2020 
 

Can you believe it?  With all the seclusion for so many months, we realize there is a season, a 
reason for celebrating!  Celebrating abundant life, our many blessings, celebrating God’s 
presence in our lives!   

There is a Jewish tradition of celebrating Sukkot, the Festival of Booths (or Festival of 
Tabernacles) when they come together to thank God for their bounty and many blessings just 5 
days after Yom Kippur… this is a festival for joyfulness and seeking gladness.  It commemorates 
the years the Israelites spent in the desert on their way to the Promised Land, and celebrates 
the way God protected them.  They may build a hut (sukkot) of at least two walls and a part of a 
third, with a roof or ceiling made with palm, willow and myrtle branches with the ability to see 
the heavens and stars through it….they may sleep in it, eat together in it…live in it for the seven 
festival days knowing of God’s presence and protection.  (Leviticus 23:39-43)  

May we come to celebrate St. John’s Day on Sunday, September 13 in a very special way this 
year - - being reminded too of our many blessings and aware of God’s presence in our 
everyday lives.   

1. The service will be in the church, and afterwards, weather permitting, our 
festivities will be outdoors.   

2. With permission from the Diocese, we are happy to let you know that we will be 
able to provide individually boxed fried chicken lunches – 

3. However, please know that if you are uncomfortable partaking of our carefully 
prepared lunches utilizing Covid guidelines, you are certainly welcome to bring your 
own lunch and eat near your church family.   We will also continue to practice 
physical distancing. 

4. We are looking forward to hearing stories of having felt blessed during this period of 
Covid (or otherwise).       

5. Consider bringing your chair(s) and perhaps an umbrella if you like for your sukkot 
(not required but extra would be appreciated if possible).  

6. Please know this cannot be a covered dish meal as we cannot share our food 
prepared from home. 

7. We thank Heidi McCusker for planning an activity for the young people.   
8. RAIN date for After-Church Festivities:  Sunday, September 20, 2020.  Because of 

Covid restrictions, we are unable to gather in Trimble Hall at this time. 

Please come to experience this year’s celebration!  We pray you will make your reservation to 
join this year’s St. John’s Day in-church celebration, or join the on-line festivities.  We are 
looking forward to seeing how many of you feel or felt blessed by God, particularly during this 
period of Covid.  We plan to share these in the October Soundings. When you share, please 
submit your blessings in the “Blessings Box” located on the table near the offering plate. Please 
indicate whether this is ok to publish, signed or unsigned.  Come and see!  Come to pray and 
realize our many blessings!  
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St. John’s Day September 13 - There will be a craft for the kids. They will be properly socially 
distanced and masks will be required.

Virtual Sunday School will begin on September 20 at 11am for all ages. 

Once per month, there will be an outdoor craft with the kids being properly socially distanced 
and masks will be required.

EYC will meet the third Wednesday of the month (this month the 16th) at 7pm. Call or email 
Heidi McCusker if you have any questions: 717.300.0841 or youthmin.stjohns@myactv.net.

J2A has several faithful teens through this COVID pandemic. They have continued with reg-
ular Sunday school meetings and are currently doing a bible study based on pop music. So far 
some of the topics that they have discussed are sin, faith, love, faithfulness and worthiness. 
Some of the music has been familiar, like This Is Me (Keala Settle/Greatest Showman) and 
Blackbird (Beatles), as well as some unfamiliar songs such as The Cave (Mumford and Sons). 
Whether it be familiar or unfamiliar, the teens are finding it a new way to look at current music 
and see it in a new light. 

They have also had  a lot of fun and have been kept very busy with Flocking (see article else-
where in Soundings). They plan to continue this until the ground gets too hard for the little 
flamingos to land.

Youth Corner
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Washington Goes Purple Month!!  September is 
Awareness of Opioid Abuse and Prevent Addiction 
Washington County goes purple (WGP) for a month while we celebrate 
the reduction of opioid abuse and overdoses.  Addiction is not a choice, 
but a chemical reaction in our tender brains to act on a compulsion.  
Addiction is a disease that can afflict anyone. , young, old, weak, lonely, 
famous, wealthy, through inheriting the gene, be driven through other 
mental health issues, like child trauma, or post-traumatic stress 
syndrome (PTSD) or accidentally get ‘hooked’ with chronic pain. 

Kick-off for Addiction awareness was August 27th in City Park.  On 
August 31th a candlelight remembrance for those we have lost to 
overdoses.  

There is a walk of support for those in recovery on September 12th, 
beginning at Noon at University Plaza in downtown Hagerstown.  Join 
the walk, wear purple, and bring your signs in support of those in 
recovery.  WGP has a Facebook page and click on going button. 

Addiction is not a choice but a disease.  Let’s help change the narrative 
that it is a choice, and love our neighbor as ourselves. 
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#Flocked

           A little about Flocking 

• What is a flock? A flock is 12 plastic pink yard flamingos.  The J2A have 3 flocks that 
they have been moving around town.  They have traveled as far east as Frederick and as 
far north as Greencastle.  

• How much is a flocking? To have a flock placed at someone’s home is a minimum do-
nation of $10.  

• Why would I flock someone? It spreads joy and cheer.  We have had them sent to can-
cer patients, for birthdays, to cheer people up, for kids going back to school, and just 
for fun.  

• How long is the flock in my yard? The flock is in the yard for 7 days unless you arrange 
for early removal (minimum donation $20).  At the end of 7 days your yard will feel 
sad and empty when the flock leaves and flies on to settle at the next location.  

• What are the proceeds going to? The J2A is raising funds for their final mission trip to 
be taken June 2021.  They are hoping to go to the west coast and work with an environ-
mental group who currently has an exhibit at the Smithsonian.  All of your support is 
greatly appreciated.

Gift Cards 

The J2A continues to have available for purchase gift cards to both Mar-
tin’s and Sheetz.  The Martin’s cards can be used for ordering online 
Pick-up as well in store purchase.  If you’re buying groceries from Mar-
tin’s consider doing it with a gift card so as to help benefit the youth. The 
J2A voted that all the proceeds from the Sheetz gift cards would go back 
to personal blessings. If you regularly buy gas at Sheetz, consider picking 
up a Sheetz card or donating one to Father Todd and Deacon Sue.
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Adult Forum

Did you know…

The U. S. Constitution is the first government founding document that establishes the 
separation of church and state!  As we have been hearing in the Adult Forum lecture 
series by Professor Timothy Luke Johnson, The History of Christianity: From the Disci-
ples to the Dawn of the Reformation, from the time of Constantine until 1778, the church 
has been an integral part of the Western World’s  governance history – for better and for 
worse.

Each of these stand alone lectures by Prof. Johnson can be appreciated on their own as 
we explore how we became the church we are today.

Beginning Thursday, September 3, at 8 p.m. the Adult Forum will meet online to com-
plete the last ten segments of this fascinating story. Until we can gather together in per-
son again, on successive Thursdays we will begin with Evangelization of Western Europe, 
then on to The Great Divorce between East and West. We will learn about the Monastic 
Reform of the 10th through 12th centuries, and Cathedrals and Chapter covering the 
building of the great cathedrals across Europe. We will be looking at The Crusades that 
carried on for centuries. We will hear about The Great Plague that killed half the popula-
tion in the 14th century.

On to the Corruption and the Beginning of Reform that changed the world. Closing out 
the series with The Ever-Adapting Religion. At the conclusion of the Adult Forum series, 
the videos and workbook for this series will be available through the church office, along 
with the earlier offerings on the Old Testament and the New Testament.

Carve out an hour on Thursday evening to join with us for a more interesting “reality 
show” than anything you might find on T.V.!  E-mail me at bayrer@comcast.net to be on 
the notification list. You can join the program and conversation on your smart phone, 
iPad or your personal computer. I look forward to hearing from you.

Bob Ayrer
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Mystery of the 
Rear Stained Glass Window

On July 20 Charlie Chaney, Ellen, Collins, and I met with a stained glass repair com-
pany out of Front Royal, VA. They have worked on stained glass windows all over the 
United States. After inspecting our rear window they shared their findings. They also 
kept saying this is a gorgeous piece of art.

• 95-99% it is a Tiffany window.
• St. John’s Lutheran church as 2-5 Tiffany windows.
• Some windows were not signed, or signed within the glass design. Some years ago 

one of our Fabrics & Grounds members climbed up to the window to look for a sig-
nature. None was found, but now we know that is a possibility, or we can look in the 
picture itself.

•  It is made with factory glass, with each piece painted.
• Faberelle glass, used instead of painting would mold the glass, blast with sand, place 

into the mold to make it look like fabric and give it dimension.
• Catpaw added different elements to a piece of sheet glass to give a varied color. The 

grape leaves and blue sky in our window were probably done this way. The leaves 
have dimension in each, with the dark glass and light for highlights.

• Grapes – all are jewels which were carved out of a circle or a square. Ours are flat 
jewels.

• 2 ventilator plaques at the bottom are his style, using Celtic symbols.
• This is a non-denominational window – a piece of art for meditation.
• Next time you are in church, take a close look at the window. It is at its most beauti-

ful when the light shines through it.

Dusty Graham
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Preparing for the Future
As we telework and wait out the time before we can begin to physically connect again to 
the world, we should ask ourselves a simple question: how can I help those I connect with 
have a better day?  Such a focus on compassion, grounded in stewardship, helps others 
and ourselves prepare for the future.  What we’re thinking and going through may be less 
or more traumatic than that of others.  But undoubtedly it is different!  Recognizing that 
we are all vulnerable and hurt, our compassion to others is an important way our steward-
ship in action prepares for the future.

If you’re working largely in a home environment that is low in light and high in noise or 
activity, deliberately change that environment occasionally during the day.  Find light and 
quiet, even if it isn’t “productive” in the ways we have come to think about it, surrounded 
by computers, phones, files and reports.  The change, even if it lasts for only a few min-
utes, will accelerate your productivity over what it would have been sitting in the midst of 
your “productive” area for that same length of time.  By limiting our news diet from hour-
ly stock market updates and an almost endless cacophony of noise from the media, we are 
finding balance, which leads to preparing for the future.

We do not yet know the definition of how “normal” will be defined in the future.  But 
most experts tell us it is highly unlikely the new normal will look like the old normal.  So 
to adjust to this new normal, we’ll need to become more resilient, which may be an out-
come of prayer, scripture reading, holding your soulmate’s hand as you share your day, or 
just looking out the window and appreciating God’s spring!

As we continue to connect virtually, and eventually physically once again, we will be more 
prepared for the future by being compassionate, balanced, and resilient.  And as we exer-
cise our Christian stewardship in action we bring bright hope for tomorrow to those we 
come in contact with.

The Stewardship and Finance Commission
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Deacon's Corner

September is the unofficial restart of the going back to Church and School each week. 
Our youth are going back to School virtually. Our reboot to the unofficial Church start 
has us calling, reserving, wearing our masks, distancing, and with Jesus in bread only. 
Our new normal is different, but not as exhausting or disruptive as I thought it would be.
We are still moving forward with the Gospel, ready in hand, marching in God’s light. 
Parts of the Country are marching as well. There are marches of all kinds. Mostly peace-
ful. Some with trouble. They are reminders of who we can become. We are called to wel-
come the stranger, see the face of Christ in others, and treat all people with respect and 
humility.

In August, my eyes opened to see the stumbles on the road ahead. On Sunday, August 
23rd, we read the verse from Romans,

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of 
the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

This COVID-19 has unearthed secrets hidden for hundreds of years. The Cross guides 
the light to reveal wounds to heal. The wounds are not welcoming, nor looking for the 
face of Jesus in others, and not understanding our power of complicity of not treating 
people with respect, dignity, and humility. Treating folks well is a real pothole for me.
Walking with Jesus to Calvary is not a cakewalk. It is a letting go of all you think you 
know and moving into the love of Christ. It is losing your life to gain it. It is living in hurt 
and joy, trusting God is there to guide you to the new life promised.

Earlier in August, I was sent a scripture from Matthew about end times. We are to wait 
and be patient and watch for the Lord. My response was as I lay down to sleep, pray the 
words attributed from Augustine of Hippo, “Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who 
work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who sleep. 
Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, 
pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and for your love’s sake. Amen.” As my eyes close in 
safety, this is one of the many end times for me. I wake, then stumble out of bed.

Stumble right back into the brokenness and a need for the love and grace of Christ and 
the Father.

We have started a new unofficial year of the Church. Let us stumble into the love and 
grace of our Triune God, only to be lifted to serve all with hospitality, love, dignity, hu-
mility, to seeing the face of Jesus in the stranger.

Deacon Sue
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                       Secret Prayer Partners Reveal 
 

Here is the list!  Drum Roll!!  After all the events of this crazy, mixed-up, Covid-19 year, 
some things haven’t changed.  The Secret Prayer Partners have continued to pray for our St. 
John’s Parish Children.  24 Adults have been praying for 42 of our parish children.   

Here are the Pray-ers and Pray-ees who have been praying since September 2019. 

Thank you for your silent witness to God’s love through this ministry!  

 

 PRAY-ERS    PRAY-EES 

1. Kathy Argueso  Emily and Audrey Slocum 
2. Doree Brinson   Alani & Alana Martinez, Maddie Dawson 
3. Mary Lou Brooks  Christina Argueso, Adriana Cox, Charlotte & Caroline                          

               Happel 
4. Brian & Sherrie Burkholder    Elizabeth Anderson 
5. Cathy & Frank Bushey            Kevin and Liam Magno 
6. Ann Chaney                             Deborah Sinai 
7. Carol Cox    Carmen & Cason Chambers, Liam & Elizabeth Happel           
8. Barbara Creager                       Jackson & Brady McGuire 
9. Karla Davis                              Jalen McClary, Ema & Joey Myers, Greyson Emerson 

                                                                                                                  Brown  
10.  Mark King    Rhys Weibel 
11.  Gerrie Mangum   Nels & Julia Sunnarborg 
12. Kathy Marks    Haley Burkholder 
13. Allan Martinez                         David Anderson 
14. Tammy Martinez   Marie & Leslie Bennett  
15. Nicole Martin                Khalea Pointer 
16. Heidi McClusker   Brent Martin   
17. Betsy Mummert                       Claire Kaetzel 
18.  Judy Raysely                           CJ & Liam Sealing 
19. Kelly Slocum    Joshua & Jeremiah Laguerre 
20. Evvie Williams   Rylan Cox, Mikaela & Nathanael Mummert 
21. Fred & Caroline Wright           Leonie & Lila Poole       

If you would like to join this ministry or have your children prayed for and you have not 
signed up already this summer, please contact Karla Davis immediately at 301 667-8744 or 
email karla.davis@myactv.net.        

 

 



Fall Clothing Clear-out Opportunity

Again, we are collaborating with Free Clothes Saturday, a Families Helping Families, a pre 
non-profit startup.  Jeff Rowe will be setting up his giveaway tables on October 3rd just off 
501 West Memorial Blvd, near the City Park Circle.  He will be distributing gently used 
and new clothing.  Please empty those closets and dressers for those items to donate and 
bring them to the entrances of Sunday morning worship.   We will have boxes ready to re-
ceive them.  All clothing is appreciated; however, Fall and Winter apparel is an immediate 
need. 

As the Summer fades to cool and brisk mornings and evenings, clear-out those clothes 
and offer them to folks in need.  

When I was naked, you clothed me.  Matthew 25:36 

Thanks in advance for your loving generousness and responding to the needs of the com-
munity.
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Spreading Hope Together 

If you have walked to or parked your car in our lower parking lot near 
Antietam Street, you may have seen a cabinet-like box, scratched your head, and 
asked what is that? That cabinet is a #SpreadHOPE Together box, a project of 
Bester Community of Hope which provides local children and families with 
engaging activities such as baking, building a model airplane, or playing a board 
game. 

Bester Community of Hope is excited the Vestry of St. John’s gave 
conditional approval to hosting this #SpreadHOPE Together Box.  Attached to the 
cabinet is a laminated set of warnings advising users that they use the box and the 
activities at their own risk.  Each activity is placed in a 2-gallon plastic bag.  Once 
a person removes the item from the cabinet, it may not be returned.  

 Every Friday, a member of the Bester Community of Hope staff will restock 
the cabinet.  The Parish has no responsibility for the #SpreadHOPE Together box 
or restocking it.  If members of St. John wish to offer family related activities, 
please contact Bill Young, Faith Network Volunteer for the Bester Community of 
Hope, at 240.513.5449 or wyoung@sanmarhome.org., before placing the activity 
in the box.  

Many local families, and particularly children, are facing economic 
hardship, hunger, and uncertainty during the COVIN-19 pandemic.  We hope this 
opportunity for family engagement will encourage learning, growth, and family 
togetherness.  

The Bester Community of Hope thanks the members of St. John’s for being 
a valued partner in building stronger families and a stronger community! 

Bill Young, Bester Community of Hope Faith Network Volunteer. 



The Hagerstown Area Religious Council (HARC) will 
hold its 8th Annual HARC Hike for Hunger & Hope 
virtually this year, from Saturday, September 12 
through Saturday, September 19. 
 
Participants can hike anytime between Sept. 12 
and Sept. 19, any time of day that’s convenient, 
anywhere that safe social distancing can be 
maintained. 
 
The Hike for Hunger & Hope is HARC’s biggest 
fundraiser of the year. Proceeds will benefit HARC 
programs, including Micah’s Backpack, which 
provides nutritious food to food-insecure children 
in Washington County, Md. 
 
Micah’s Backpack is a collaborative effort between 
50 churches and organizations in Washington 
County, serving more than 1,000 children.  
 
Please join us — virtually! — for the 8th Annual 
HARC Hike for Hunger & Hope. 

is VIRTUAL! 

www.harccoalition.org 

To register, visit www.harccoalition.org/hike  OR  https://www.runreg.com/Harc-hike 
 
If you’d just like to donate, visit https://www.pledgereg.com/harc-hike-for-hunger--hope 

This year’s HARC Hike for Hunger & Hope 

Saturday, Sept. 12 through Saturday, Sept. 19 

If you’re not interested 
in hiking, but would like 
to contribute to our 
fundraising efforts, you 
can mail your check to: 
HARC 
P.O. Box 1158 
Hagerstown, Md. 21741 
Please make checks 
payable to “HARC Hike” 

 
 

Any amount will help. 
Thank you! 
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Father Todd and Deacon Sue are doing the hike that is the HARC Hike for Hunger 
and Hope. Deacon Sue has mapped out a little route taking them 2.5 miles to walk 
from Saint John’s Church to Mill Street to Bester Elementary School. This is the school 
we host with Micah’s Backpacks. We will be hiking on September 16th, Deacon Sue 
will carry a backpack with at least 1 can good in it. You can support us by dropping off 
backpack goods on the porch anytime. What we do not send off to Bester for Micah’s 
backpacks, we will send to the Food Bank, or drop off to Reach of Washington County.
If Deacon Sue reaches a goal of $1,200.00, she’ll walk 22 miles along the Towpath along 
the C&O canal, during the virtual walk.

Besides dropping off can goods, and supporting Deacon Sue and Father Todd’s hikes, 
you can also sign up and hike on your own. There is a Facebook page for HARC Hike 
for Hunger and Hope. Be a part of the community offering the gifts of nutrition and 
love to our neighbors.



HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Bob Rauth   9/1
Helen Stevens   9/1
Brandon Younger  9/1
William Abeles Jr.  9/2
Elizabeth Happel  9/2
Bill Sturtz   9/3
Michael Callas   9/4
Fred Wright III  9/4
William Forbes  9/5
Pieter Bickford  9/6
Donna Wells   9/7
Bill Graham   9/11
Dcn. Susan Wert  9/11
Ema Myers   9/14
Belinda McCusker  9/15 
Mike Mummert  9/17

Allan Martinez  9/18
Bunny Waltersdorf  9/18
Stephanie Bickford  9/19
Rylan Cox   9/19
Kathy Argueso   9/20
Paige Kaetzel   9/20
Elizabeth Anderson  9/21
John Cozzoli   9/23
Heidi McCusker  9/25
Ivor Knight   9/26
William McGovern  9/26
Bill Soulis   9/27
Jerry Bock   9/28
Paul Perryman   9/29
Katherine Wallschleger 9/29

Happy Anniversaries!
Bob & Susan Rauth   9/2
Ben & Ericka Alvestad  9/3
Rev. Todd & Joelene Young  9/8
Pieter & Stephanie Bickford  9/10
Phil & Julie Barlup   9/12
Charlie & Katherine Foreman  9/18
Bob & Betty Markle   9/20
Heidi & Belinda McCusker  9/22
Brandon & Haven Younger  9/27
Bill & Beverly Abeles   9/28
TR & Lou Lamb   9/29
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