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Big Stuff
We have all been trying to ensure that our lives have some semblance of normalcy over 
the past several months of the COVID crisis.  Whether that is trying to figure out how to 
educate our kids, or do church, or shop, or whatever, we are all working hard to keep our 
sanity intact and hope alive.

Here at the office, we’ve tried to work out the kinks of online worship.  We’ve gone over 
the details of having Melonie work from home.  We put together a group of callers hop-
ing to keep in contact with everyone and not letting anyone slip through the cracks.  And 
there have been other things too numerous to name that we have all done or tried in an 
effort to keep ourselves afloat.

But every so often, in the midst of attending to all the minutiae in hopes of not forgetting 
anything, we forget something big and obvious, and we wonder how we ever missed it in 
the first place.

For instance, Charlie Chaney has been doing an excellent job as chair of Fabric & 
Grounds.  He has been coming by the church at least once a week, sometimes more, to 
ensure that things are running as they should be and in good order.  I read something 
several weeks ago about vacant buildings and all the things people should be doing with 
them.  One thing that stood out was flushing toilets in order to prevent water/pipe issues.  
I forwarded that article to Charlie because, if you’ve never noticed, water is a big thing in 
buildings.  But it could also be something we might overlook if we get caught up in all of 
the other little things.

Another big thing was pointed out to me recently.



We are approaching Dcn. Sue’s one-year anniversary with us here at Saint John’s.  It has been 
a very good year with her as she has added to the liturgy, challenged us through her 
sermons, and been active in any number of community programs.  We have been, and will 
continue to be, blessed by her presence.

As she came on board, there were all kinds of details to attend to.  We had to get her office 
cleaned out and ready for her arrival.  We had to approve her contract.  We had to plan 
her installation service.  She and I had to learn to “dance” – the term we used to ensure we 
wouldn’t run into each other behind the altar.  All of these details, and more, needed to be 
thought of and dealt with as she came on board.

And then, last week, I received an e-mail from a parishioner pointing out that Dcn. Sue was 
not listed anywhere on our website.  My first thought was, “That can’t be right.”  But sure 
enough, it was right.  We had neglected to include her anywhere on our website.  Not only 
had we neglected to include her, but it seems that nobody, including myself, noticed we had 
forgotten this major detail.  That’s a big deal.  And that was a big miss.

I apologized to her for the oversight and, hopefully, by the time you are reading this, that 
error has been corrected.

Now, obviously, I can’t attribute that error to COVID, but it got me thinking:  Do we get, 
or have we gotten, so caught up in the little stuff that we miss or forget the big stuff?  

What are the big things in your life?  What big stuff might you have overlooked because you 
got busy looking at all the little stuff?

There are lots of metaphors for this that we’ve probably all heard before, or even real-life 
examples.  The story of the jar being filled with a variety of rocks, pebbles, and sand to illus-
trate the lesson that if you fill your life with the little stuff, you won’t have room for the big 
stuff is probably one of the most popular examples.  Or how many times have we been in a 
meeting of one kind or another but it keeps getting derailed as other, less important topics, 
begin creeping in?

As we continue figuring out what the “new normal” is in our COVID world, this might be 
a good time to reevaluate just what it is that you consider the big stuff in your life.  As with 
anything there can be more than one big thing.  What’s a big thing in your marriage you 
don’t want to forget?  What’s a big thing in your family you don’t want to forget?  What’s a 
big thing in your spiritual life you don’t want to forget?  And so on.  Our lives are not simply 
one strand of string neatly laid out before us, but they are more like the facets of a diamond 
that reflect all the different areas with which we are involved.
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Every once in awhile we need to take stock of where we are.  Because while forgetting to in-
clude Dcn. Sue on our website was a big mistake, we got lucky in that it didn’t really do any 
damage.  I’d hate for any of us to get so focused on the small stuff that we actually did some 
damage by overlooking the big stuff.

Be well,

Todd+

Discretionary Report

Beginning Balance (May 20):  $2,098.00
No Requested Assistance 0.00
No Deposits  +0.00

Balance as of June 24: $2,098.00 

Sheetz cards have been ordered, but none yet purchased for 
use. If you would like to donate to the discretionary, please 
contact the office.
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Music Notes
Independence Day Carillon Recital

Jim Brinson will present a carillon recital on Saturday, July 4 at 3:00 p.m. at Mercers-
burg Academy Chapel featuring Patriotic music, American folk songs, and hymns. 
Bring a lawn chair or blanket, or listen from your vehicle. The program is free and the 
public is invited to attend. 

Hymn of Comfort and Strength

If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee
Words: George Neumark (1621-1681); translated Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878), 
alt.
Music: Georg Neumark (1621-1681)

If thou but trust in God to guide thee, and hope in him through all thy ways,
he’ll give thee strength whate’er betide thee, and bear thee through the evil days.
Who trusts in God’s unchanging love builds on a rock that nought can move.

Sing, pray, and keep his ways unswerving; so do thine own art faithfully, 
and trust his word, though undeserving; thou yet shalt find it true for thee;
God never yet forsook in need the soul that trusted him indeed.

Based on Psalm 55:22 (“Cast thy burden on the Lord, and he shall sustain thee,”) this 
hymn reminds us that God will care for and preserve his own in his own time. It does 
not promise that evil will never befall us, but it does promise to provide us with the 
strength to carry us through the evil days. Trust and faith in such times are difficult, 
but God will not forsake us in our time of need.

Hymn information from the following source:
Lovelace, A.C. (1987). Hymn Notes for Church Bulletins. GIA Publications, Inc.
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Welcoming Commission Has a New Face

Even though we have not been able to welcome others to church physically, our com-
mission has been busily working on what that we can do until we are able to return 
to normal.  One idea we have been pursuing is in regards to technology.  We are well 
aware of all the work that has been invested in this venture to date.  Since our future is 
uncertain and we may be meeting like this for an undetermined time, we have been in-
vestigating and researching opportunities for enhanced online fellowship and worship.  
Another discussion we have had is concerning Facebook.  Keeping it current, creative, 
inviting, and well managed is important during this time for parishioners and those 
who might be looking for a church in the future. For this to happen we recognize the 
importance of a point person for its successful management.  Again, we are well aware 
of and appreciative of all the work that has been done with parishioners previously, 
and the time they have invested.  Management is the key word and not ownership that 
we are looking at.  The vestry gave the commission its vote of confidence to manage 
our Facebook page . If you have been contributing to the Facebook outreach, you will 
be contacted by the commission with directions for future submissions.  Be assured 
this ministry cannot operate without your help.  We would like to have publication on 
Facebook and in Soundings ideas related to new parishioners and what brought them 
to our church. Realizing social media is the way to go, we will be investigating other 
sources.  Last, we have discussed having a kickoff for the commission: a bluegrass Mass 
and/or a Mass for social justice. The purpose would be to welcome back parishioners 
and  invite the public. Stay tuned for more details as discussions become plans and 
plans become a reality.  You are always welcome to join our commission or send us 
your ideas.  (Deanna Soulis, 301-733-7432/ soulisdeanna@gmail.com)

mailto:soulisdeanna@gmail.com
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Deacon’s Corner
Repair, Restore, and Reconcile.  We are a people to live into our Baptismal Covenant, 
seek justice, see the face of Jesus in others, fight for the marginalized, and respect ev-
ery human being’s dignity, with God’s help.

I was reading in the Daily Office the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament) Numbers 
12:1-16 the other day.  The Hebrew Scriptures are a mystery for me.  I sense God can 
be grumpy about all the gossiping that goes on.  Those wandering in the wilderness 
sure do complain a lot.  This passage is about gossip.  It seems Miriam didn’t like the 
dark-skinned woman or Cushite that Moses married.

God hears about this and comes down in a pillar of cloud and calls for the three to 
hear Divine justice. Miriam’s skin is made white as snow, is given leprosy, and ban-
ished from the camp. There are pleas from Aaron and Moses to the Lord to heal her.  
God shortens the sentence for seven days. 

I see two concepts here that are important.  God loves all, even the dark-skinned 
Cushite.  He gives a warning shot to the gossiping wanderer in the desert, Miriam, 
depletes her melatonin (it is a must-have when you are in the sun all day), and gives 
her a bit of leprosy.  The second important thing is after being thrown out, the com-
munity stays together and waits for her to be whole again.  God, who loves us first, 
instills in us this Divine love for one another.  The Repair was God’s judgment.  The 
Restoration was the community waiting.  The Reconciliation was the moment they all 
can move forward.  God has the final word in reconciling to the Divine Self the bro-
ken and the community.  

Jesus has done a lot of time on our behalf and continues as we fall short daily.  I am 
pointing my finger to my face as I stop typing.  We, as white folks, have been handed 
some gossip from our ancestors about people of color.  We are watching in real-time 
people of color murdered.  When we are silent on this oppression, we are complicit in 
systemic racism.  As Jesus’ followers, we could turn to our neighbor and listen, learn, 
and stand with those who are oppressed.

Systemic racism has kept white people in power.  We can open ourselves to the ex-
periences of our sisters and brothers of color; we will learn about our complicity and 
overcome it.  Guilt and shame are difficult by-products of this new understanding, so 
if you are uncomfortable, you are making progress.
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One of my many uncomfortable moments was when God opened my eyes to see a black 
woman in need.  She approached me for a handout.  God with me, opened my eyes to the 
disproportionate between those that have and those who have not.  I asked what she need-
ed, and we ordered food from the ‘chicken place’ for her and her son.  We do not always 
have a clear message from God about what to do, but I was glad I was there is that Kairos 
moment.
 
We will be hearing more about Kairos moments during our Ordinary Time in the Gospel 
of Matthew. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. God has the final say about our 
gossiping.  As we are being healed by God’s Kingdom drawing ever near, our community 
will be ready to Repair, Restore, and be Reconciled to even the least of these.

Deacon Sue

J2A—What’s Happening?

The J2A have been keeping busy with Thursday night Compline, Sunday 
night game night, and of course Sunday morning Sunday school.  They also 
found out how much (or little) they new about that their Dads on Father’s 
Day during father-teen game night. They have also been busy with new 
fundraising ideas (see ad elsewhere in Soundings for your opportunity). 

Peace,
Joelene Young — J2A Adult Leader
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Vacation

I will be taking a short vacation this month, beginning immediately after service on 
July 12 and returning to the office on Monday, July 20.

In my absence, Fr. Brandt Montgomery, Chaplain at Saint James’ School, will be pre-
siding at Holy Eucharist.  If you have a pastoral emergency, you may contact Dcn. 
Sue on her cell phone, or leave a message on the office phone.

Blessings,

Todd+

Regathering Thoughts

As we work toward regathering for in-person worship, know that the Parish Re-
gathering Committee is committed to doing this in a manner that, to the best of our 
ability, will ensure the safety of all who choose to regather for in-person worship.

One of our concerns is cleaning and cleaning supplies.  We would like to request 
that, if able, you pick up an extra bottle of hand sanitizer or CDC-approved cleaner/
disinfectant whenever you are out on a regular shopping run.  This will not only 
help us in our reopening procedures, but will also help us to stock up on cleaners a 
little at a time without having to try and purchase in bulk.

Donations can be dropped off when Fr. Todd is normally in the office, M-Th from 
9-12 and 1-5.
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Food Drive

My name is Jessica Hutchinson, Client Service Representative and Marketing Spe-
cialist at Antietam Wealth Management. On April 13th, 2020, our team started 
collecting non-perishable food for Washington Commission on Aging. With that 
being said, the past three food drives have been very successful.  April we were able 
to collect 1,067 lbs, May was 1,317 lbs, and June was 1,075 lbs. The next food drive 
will be held on July 13, 2020 from 10-2pm. Anyone can donate anytime during or 
leading up to that date. Our goal for this month is 1,500 lbs. Can you help us reach 
our goal? If you have any questions, please contact me.

God bless, have a wonderful day!

Jessica Hutchinson
Client Services Representative
1125 Opal Court, Suite 1003 // Hagerstown, MD 21740
T 240.707.6610//F 240.707.6611
Jessica.Hutchinson@raymondjames.com
Antietamwealthmanagement.com
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Virtual Sunday School class for ages 3 – 13 years will continue through July. There 
will be activities for all ages!  There will be a slight time change to accommodate 
the Eucharist starting in July. Meet us from 10:45-11:15 am on Sundays on Zoom 
for Bible stories, readings, games and prizes. With special appearances each week 
from various Sunday School teachers and other guests. For more information con-
tact the Christian Formation commission or email sundayschool.stjohns@myactv.
net.

Zoom Details:

Topic: Virtual Sunday School
Time: Sundays from 10:45 am – 11:15 am.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82647357494?pwd=UzNpYzhiRGc0TE0zcENDeWJx-
RWJkdz09

 Meeting ID: 826 4735 7494
Password: SunSchool

Virtual Sunday School

mailto:sundayschool.stjohns@myactv.net
mailto:sundayschool.stjohns@myactv.net
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82647357494?pwd=UzNpYzhiRGc0TE0zcENDeWJxRWJkdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82647357494?pwd=UzNpYzhiRGc0TE0zcENDeWJxRWJkdz09
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Adult Forum Going Online?
This lockdown time for our church has had some side effects – we have learned how to 
Zoom!  Mostly we have found out how easy the new technology is to use.  You can join 
the group meeting on your desktop computer, your laptop, cell phone or tablet in the 
comfort of your own home.

Now we have an opportunity to share the Adult Forum programs over the internet.  If you 
are a supporter of the History of Christianity series, I have some questions for you:

While we are unable to meet in person, would you join a Zoom meeting to continue the 
program (complete instructions are available)?

If so, what time would be best for you to participate?

If you have been curious about the Forum programs but not able to attend on Sunday 
morning, would you be interested in joining an on-line discussion group?

Would you be interested in beginning again with the Amy Jill-Levine series on the Old 
Testament?

Would you like more information?  E-mail me at robertayrer@gmail.com and let me 
know what you think.

Bob Ayrer
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Stewardship Through Service and Outreach

What has St. John’s been up to in regards to Service and Outreach?  It is hard to know 
how to help others and keep everyone safe.  Stephen Ministry is still providing support via 
telephone and books.  As you noted from last month’s Soundings, Susan and Bob Rauth 
are looking at how to continue to serve our community and safely modify the Communi-
ty Café for a time.  Six volunteers are working to safely assemble and deliver meals to the 
folks at Potomac Towers. 
 
Service and Outreach, led by Cathy Bushey, conducts a Basket Bingo once a year to help 
raise funds for Personal Blessings.  We are hoping to hold a Zoom Bingo not to raise 
funds but to raise fun – a time to see each other virtually (safely) and to play a game.  
The Historic Houses of Worship Tour at Christmastime will not be held this year, but we 
are discussing how St. John’s can still celebrate the season and share the beauty of our 
church building.  We are working with new partners and will keep everyone informed as 
the time gets closer. We are also working to keep the momentum alive so that the 2021 
Historic Houses of Worship Tour is reinvigorated and ready for an exciting December 26, 
2021.

While still being safe, we are looking at ways to serve and support our community – the 
very definition of Stewardship in Action, our church’s stewardship mantra.   If you’d like to 
find out more about these activities and others that we do, we meet the first Wednesday of 
the month (starting again in August) on Zoom to discuss how we can help.  Please contact 
Kim Halsey (kimberlyeph@gmail.com), if you’d like to join us.

Thankfully,

Kim Halsey

mailto:kimberlyeph@gmail.com
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#Flocked
The J2A (Journey to Adulthood) group 
is raising a flock of flamingos!  For a 
$10 donation you can have the flock 
visit a friend and/or neighbor’s yard 
to spread joy during this time.  Flocks 
will remain for seven days, after which 
they will fly off to a new location.  All 
proceeds go to benefit the J2A 2021 
Mission Trip.  Call the church office 
(301-733-2560) to arrange a flocking; 
but you need to be quick because the 
flock is almost ready to be out on their 
own!



Support Our Kids—Be a Prayer Partner
In these stressful days of only on-line services, our children still need reminders that the 
church loves and cares for them.  The Service and Outreach Commission would like to 
continue a quiet ministry that has been very successful over the past few years: our Secret 
Prayer Partners.  We believe that an essential part of supporting all our children is to pray 
for them.  This is a part of our baptismal vows and a way in which we strengthen our com-
munity life in Christ. 

As an adult member of the congregation, will you agree to “adopt” a child or a family of 
children and pray for them every day?  What better way can we support them than this?  
If you agree, we will give you the name of a child or family in the parish and ask for you to 
pray for each child every day.  We would ask you NOT to give gifts but please do send the 
children cards on special holidays such as Christmas, Valentine’s Day, and their birthday.  
Please do not reveal yourself until the designated day which we will let you know in ad-
vance.

If you are a parent of a child (birth to age 18), please register your child for the pro-
gram—even if they have participated before!  It makes it easier for us to ensure that 
each child has a prayer partner.  

In the past, this has been a special ministry for the children and the participants.  It’s also 
been a comfort for parents to know that their children are being prayed for by someone 
else in the St. John’s family.  Please join us in this endeavor.  You will find the forms to sign 
up for prayer partners for the 2020-2021 in Soundings. Even if you were a partner last 
year, please sign up again so we know that you wish to continue your ministry.

Please return your forms to the Parish Office or to Karla Davis, 11810 Peacock Trail, Hag-
erstown, MD 21742. You may also email them to karla.davis@myactv.net.
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Secret Prayer Partners—Adult Form 

Support Our Kids—Be a Prayer Partner 

In all these days of Covid 19 stress, even though we cannot attend our church in person, we still 
can show our love and support for each other.  One easy way to demonstrate this is to become a 
Secret Prayer Partner.  

Any adult member of the congregation is invited to participate. All that is required is that you 
pray for each child assigned to you every day from September 2020 – August 2021 and to send 
the children cards on special holidays such as Thanksgiving, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter, 
and their birthdays.  Please do not send gifts, as we want everyone to be able to participate in this 
special ministry.   

Please complete the form below and return it to the Church Office or Karla Davis 11810 Peacock 
Trail, Hagerstown<MD 21742 immediately.  You can also email that to karla.davis@myactv.net.  
Once all forms are collected, you will be matched with a child or children in the parish.  The 
Secret Prayer Partners will be revealed in late summer 2021. 

Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________________________________ 

E-mail: ______________________________________________________________ 

Number of Children willing to partner with: _________________________________ 

Children who you have already had as partners and would like someone else to have the chance 
to get to know:  

 

Any requests for a child you would like to have.  (Obviously we can’t promise because what if 5 
pray-ers request the same child.)  However, if possible we would honor this request.   

 

Your signature:   ____________________________________________________________ 
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Secret Prayer Partners – Youth Form 

Any youth member of the congregation (birth to age 18) is invited to participate. A parent must 
consent for an adult member of St. John’s parish to pray for his or her child/children every day 
from September 2020 – August 2021 and to send the children cards on special holidays such as 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter, and their birthdays.  The adult Secret Prayer 
Partner has been asked to not send gifts, as we want everyone to be able to participate in this 
special ministry.   

Please complete the form below and return it to the Church Office or Karla Davis, 11810 
Peacock Trail, Hagerstown, MD 21742 immediately.  You can also email this to 
karla.davis@myactv.net.  Once all forms are collected, your child or children will be matched 
with an adult in the parish.  The Secret Prayer Partners will be revealed in the late summer of 
2021. 

Names of child/children the parent consents to participate in the program:  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Child/Children’s Dates of Birth: ___________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent E-mail: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent Signature: _______________________________________________________________ 
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 Becca Burford & Teresa Taylor 7/04
 Richard & Mary Mallery  7/16
 Bill & Jacquelyn Alexander  7/17
 Ken & Peg Brown   7/22
 John & Jennifer Ashbaugh  7/31 

HappyAnniversary!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Emerson Younger  7/2
Susan Lewis   7/3
Liam Sealing   7/3
Liam Happel   7/4
Peg Brown   7/7
Kaye Harbaugh  7/7
Marie Hensel   7/7
Jane Rozes   7/8
Brent Martin   7/10
Lawrence Jones  7/12
Braden Myers   7/12
Robin Spickler   7/12
Chip Sealing   7/14

Bill Seekford   7/15
Beverly Abeles   7/16
Carol Cox   7/17
Betty Thompson  7/18
Alexia Jarrett   7/21
Jo Ann Pickett   7/21
Teresa Taylor   7/21
Jim Brinson   7/22
Russ Marks   7/22
Leah Alvestad   7/23
Gail Petre   7/29
Elizabeth Smith  7/29


