
SOUNDINGS
 The Newsletter of Saint John’s Episcopal Parish, Hagerstown, Maryland

June 2020
Rector Ramblings on . . . 

Regathering
In last month’s Ramblings, I wrote that there was a small chance we would be able to re-
gather for in-person worship on May 17.  I also wrote that that was probably unrealistic.  
Since then some things have changed, while others have remained the same.

One of the things that has changed was the governor’s announcement allowing churches 
to regather at 50 percent capacity.  Some churches jumped on this announcement and 
have reopened.  The Herald Mail ran a story on the Maugansville Bible Brethren Church 
that held two services on May 17.  The photo showed people close together, all but one 
unmasked, and singing.  According to the article, the lead pastor issued some recommen-
dations to the congregation, but also told parishioners to “respect each other’s personal 
decisions.”

I’m reminded of an old saying:  Just because you can doesn’t mean you should.

In our context, the diocese has provided guidelines for reopening with a phased approach.  
Those phases are Red, Orange, Yellow, and Green.

The Red Phase is where we are right now with most everything being suspended.  Wor-
ship is held primarily online, outside groups are barred from using the building, Holy 
Communion (if offered) is only consumed by the presiding priest, and a host of other 
restrictions keep us from gathering together for in-person worship and fellowship.

Orange is the next phase.  This phase allows for some openings with significant restric-
tions.  In-person gatherings are allowed, but in limited numbers.  Among other markers, 
infections and deaths have steadily decreased for at least two consecutive weeks.  The 
parish must create a plan for regathering, and a checklist must be submitted to the diocese 
for approval before such a gathering is allowed.  If there are any questions, those must also 
be addressed before proceeding.



We are currently in the Red Phase, but we are looking toward moving into the Orange 
Phase.  The Vestry and Commission Chairs are working at putting together a reopening 
plan, and each commission is responsible for submitting a first draft for their specific areas to 
me.  Those first-draft plans will then be given to a Parish Reopening Committee which will 
edit and modify the draft, ensuring that our various guidelines are being met/addressed.  An 
updated plan will be given to the Vestry for final approval and we will then begin to move 
forward.

We will be deliberate.  We will be thorough.  We will be driven by safety for our people.  
And we will be directed by diocesan and civic guidelines.

Among all of the preparations we need to make – everything from entry points and disin-
fecting surfaces to seating charts and the availability of masks – the one thing which we need 
to pay special attention is the 14-day consecutive decrease of COVID cases.  The diocesan 
guidelines simply state: “Numbers of known infections and deaths have declined in the 
county for fourteen (14) consecutive days.”

What exactly does that mean?  Is a decrease of one per day acceptable?  Or should the num-
ber be higher?

I posed that question to a doctor whom I trust and he said, “I wouldn’t feel comfortable un-
less there was a double-digit decrease every day.”

This may be an over-reaction, but in keeping with my statement of focusing on your safety, 
it’s a metric I am willing to use.  The last thing I want, and the last thing we need, is to rush 
back together only to become a virulent hot spot.  We do not need to make that mistake.

The safety of the people of Saint John’s is not only the responsibility of the Rector and the 
Vestry, it is the responsibility of all of you as well.  When we regather, this will mean wearing 
a mask.  It will mean keeping safe distances.  It will mean not attending if you are sick in any 
way.

As part of ensuring that we all take this responsibility seriously, the diocese has created a 
Covenant for Regathering that is based in the Baptismal Covenant.  That Covenant can be 
found in this month’s Soundings.  I encourage you to read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
this document as it will be part of our regathering process.  It will also be given to each per-
son/household at every worship service.

When will we be allowed to regather?  To that, I can only answer, “When it is safe.”  We have 
had two or three target dates, only to have them pulled away.  In a phone conversation I had 
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with Bp. Sutton a few weeks ago, I said, “I would rather live with specific ambiguity than 
have anticipated dates continually pulled away from me.”  We are now officially living in that 
specific ambiguity.  When will we reopen?  When it is safe.

That answer will be different for every congregation.  We will have a different timeline than 
Emmanuel in Cumberland or St. David’s in Roland Park or Trinity in Elkridge or, or or.  
Our job is not to monitor other parishes, our job is to ensure that the people of Saint John’s 
can gather and worship safely.

In the meantime, continue to worship with us online.  Continue to send in your prayers and 
thanksgivings in the comments during the service.  Continue to greet each other before ser-
vice and chat with each other afterward.  Continue to be faithful.  Continue to offer financial 
support as you are able.  And continue to remain calm, connected, and church.

May God grant us wisdom, grace, and courage for the facing of these days.

Be well,

Todd+

Discretionary Report

Beginning Balance (March 18):  $810.00
Utility Assistance -400.00
Deposits  +1,688.00

Balance as of May 20: $2,098.00 

Currently have 12 Sheetz cards ($10/ea)

* Thank you to everyone who has donated to the 
discretionary fund during the difficult time.
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Online Opportunities Abound!

First, Virtual Sunday School is now up and running for children ages 3-13.  Rebecca 
Connor is heading this up and you can read about it, and the schedule, in this edition 
of Soundings.  Contact Rebecca at sundayschool.stjohns@myactv.net with questions 
or to sign up.  Classes are after church from 10:30 - 11:00 am.  

Zoom Link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82647357494?pwd=UzNpYzhiRGc-
0TE0zcENDeWJxRWJkdz09
ID 826 4735 7494
Password:  SunSchool

Beginning Sunday, May 31, Fr. Todd will lead a discussion on the Great Stories of 
Genesis.  This is slated to happen every Sunday from 1:00 - 2:00 pm on Zoom.  We 
will start with the Story of Creation. 
 
Zoom Meeting ID Number: 830 5480 7869
Password:  516 607

Beginning Tuesday, June 2, Dcn. Sue will lead a discussion exploring the Gospel of 
Matthew.  This will take place every Tuesday evening from 7:30 - 8:30 pm on Zoom.
Zoom Meeting ID Number:  814 9007 1521
Passsword:  449 609

And then, beginning on Wednesday, June 10, Sue Ellen Spotts will host "Radical Wel-
come," a discussion around welcoming the Other.  This will take place on June 10 & 
17, all Wednesdays in July, and August 5, 12, & 19, all on Zoom.  You can read more 
about this discussion/study on Page 6 in Soundings.
Zoom Meeting ID Number:  833 3327 7753
Password:  347 348

There are plenty of learning opportunities for everyone, and I hope you find some-
thing that interests you.

Blessings,
Todd+

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82647357494?pwd=UzNpYzhiRGc0TE0zcENDeWJxRWJkdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82647357494?pwd=UzNpYzhiRGc0TE0zcENDeWJxRWJkdz09
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“Zoom” for Eight

We’d like to help people connect, so we’re offering a “Zoom” for “Eight” program, where 
we’ll set up small groups who can choose how and when they’ll get together and visit.  
Groups could use any platform they prefer, such as Zoom, Skype, Google Meet, Micro-
soft Teams, GroupMe, or Webex.  The idea is that this mimics the Dinner for Eight idea, 
by grouping parisioners together to visit and get to know each other. This is even easier 
though, because you don’t have to cook for anyone but yourself!  

If you are interested in this program, fill out the online survey here: https://forms.gle/
qwz5DAinJhgwzYpL7

If you are willing to be the host and set up the online meeting, then please indicate that 
on the survey. There is also a preference selection for time – so we can group you early 
birds together for coffee meetings and the night owls for their adult bevvies.   If you have 
questions, feel free to contact Rebecca Connor at rebeccaconnor@gmail.com or 717-
597-5646. 

Deacon’s Corner
Father Todd and I are offering Bible Studies.  Last week, I took a look at all the three 
books I used for exegesis for the Gospel of Matthew.  I began to outline what we to-
gether might enjoy talking about and how to go about it, curriculum, you know.  
One of the easy books to use and will base my offering of Bible Study of Matthew is 
Paul J. McCarren’s book titled, A Simple Guide to Matthew.  I hope, as time goes on, 
our Bible Study together will be filled with laughter and surprises.  Let us take a mo-
ment and inwardly digest the scriptures to hear God’s Story and deepen our spiritual 
practice feeding on the Word.

BTW (By the way), there are 26 weeks in Ordinary Time, and there are 28 Chapters.  
As we gather together, we might discuss how we might fit all of Matthew in for dis-
cussion.

Meet me on Zoom Tuesdays 7:30 until starting June 2nd.

Deacon Sue

https://forms.gle/qwz5DAinJhgwzYpL7
https://forms.gle/qwz5DAinJhgwzYpL7
mailto:rebeccaconnor%40gmail.com?subject=
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82647357494?pwd=UzNpYzhiRGc0TE0zcENDeWJxRWJkdz09
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Transformed Community

Beginning on June 10 at 7:30 pm, you are invited to join me in an adult Bible study en-
titled Transformed Community: Freed and Empowered for Radical Welcome.  This study 
explores how to live into Paul’s charge in Romans: “Do not be conformed to this world, 
but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the 
will of God— what is good and acceptable and perfect.” (Rom. 12:2).

The study will focus on the nature and character of Christian community—what kind 
of change it makes in the world and also how it challenges its individual members, even 
as it sustains them, in the work of living with radical generosity, inclusion, compassion, 
justice, and forgiveness.  This study is designed specifically to engage in conversation 
about how these practices of radical discipleship might shape our relationships with im-
migrants in our communities, and in discerning faithful response to the current realities 
of migrants, asylum seekers, and refugees.

Our current experience of being dispersed as a parish, worshiping online and not being 
able to gather as a congregation provides an opportunity to reflect on what Christian 
community means to us, and to consider how we might be formed into a community 
which offers radical welcome to some of the least of these in our neighborhood.

Due to an ever-growing Zoom schedule, this group will meet on the following days:

June 10 & 17
July 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29
August 5, 12, & 19

All meetings will begin at 7:30 pm.  We may not need all of these days to complete the 
study, and if we need more, we'll add extra meeting times as we move into September.

The Zoom information is:  
 Zoom Meeting ID Number:  833 3327 7753
 Password:  347 348

I hope to see you there!

Sue Ellen Spotts



7

J2A—What’s Happening?

What happens when you tell a kid that something they’ve been planning for and saving 
for is not going to be possible—pouting and sulking may ensue.  However when you tell 
a J2A student this they look at one another and begin devising plan B.  This is exactly 
what happened as we have told the teens that all their currently planned fund raisers for 
the year were not going to be possible nor was their large trip.  They didn’t bat an eye but 
quickly began discussing alternative options for both fundraising and for a trip that would 
require less financial output.  Stay tuned for more information as they finalize their plans 
and how you may be able to get involved.  

While they work through all of the logistics of the above, they are still continuing to meet 
for Sunday School on Sundays at 10:30-11:30, Compline on Thursday evening at 8:30, and 
they do game night on Sunday from 4:00-6:00 as well.  They also keep me on my toes with 
their answers to Fr Todd’s Sunday question after service.  

Lastly if you haven’t turned in your Family Feud questionnaires please do so!  

Peace,
Joelene Young — J2A Adult Leader

The St. John’s Family Shelter has been providing transition housing for homeless 
families for over thirty years.  The Washington County Board of Education reports 
that there are over one thousand homeless children in the county each day.  The 
need for the Shelter has never been more urgent as the pandemic becomes the 
breaking point for some families.  Please keep the Shelter and its residents in your 
thoughts and prayers.  We welcome any help you might want to give.  Contact Car-
la Charles: carla_charles at hotmail.com.

Food Drive

Antietam Wealth Management will be having a Food Drive for Washington Coun-
ty Commission on Aging on June 8 from 10am – 2pm at 1125 Opal Ct, Suite 1003, 
Hagerstown, MD. We are collecting non-perishable foods.

mailto:carla_charles%20at%20hotmail.com?subject=
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Virtual Sunday School 
We are starting a virtual Sunday School class for ages 3 – 13 years. There will be activities 
for all ages!  Meet us from 10:30-11 am on Sundays on Zoom for Bible stories, readings, 
games and prizes.  Anyone who attends three Sunday school sessions gets a SweetFrog gift 
card! With special appearances each week from various Sunday School teachers and oth-
er special guests. For more information  contact the Christian Formation commission or 
email sundayschool.stjohns@myactv.net 

Sunday School Schedule
May 24th, 10:30-11:00 am. Bring a pencil and some paper for Bible Pictionary! 
May 31st: 10:30-11:00 am.  Bring a stuffed animal to share. We’ll play Animal Charades. 
June 7th: 10:30-11:00 am.  Put something you love in a box for a game of “Guess What’s in 
My Box?” Be sure to think of some tricky clues! 
June 14th: 10:30- 11:00 am. Singing Whisper Challenge. Practice your song!
June 21st: 10:30-11:00 am. Bring a wide flat rock and a Sharpie or marker. 
June 28th: 10:30-11:00 am.  Bring something that makes noise, but don’t show us! 

Zoom Details:
Topic: Virtual Sunday School

Time: Sundays from 10:30 am – 11:00 am. 

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82647357494?pwd=UzNpYzhiRGc0TE0zcENDeWJxRWJkdz09

Meeting ID: 826 4735 7494
Password: SunSchool

VBS Update
VBS 2020  is postponed to 2021.  We thank those who had already volunteered to help and 
started planning for this year.  Hopefully by next year, we will be vaccinated and ready for 
fun.  

--Christian Formation Commission

mailto:sundayschool.stjohns%40myactv.net?subject=
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82647357494?pwd=UzNpYzhiRGc0TE0zcENDeWJxRWJkdz09
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Adult Forum for Soundings June 2020

I was a kid before television! A big deal was going to the movies on Saturday to see a 
feature length western staring big names like Lash LaRue or Johnny Mac Brown, cartoons 
and two or three serials; it was wartime and we saw things like “Don Winslow of the 
Navy.”  Each one ended with the hero in some kind of peril - kept us coming back week 
after week.

Your Adult Forum has been working our way through the “History of Christianity: From 
the Disciples to the Dawn of the Reformation.”  Professor Luke Timothy Johnson has 
taken us from where the Acts of the Apostles leaves off and brought us through the fall of 
the Roman Empire, the rise and fall of Justinian’s Byzantine Christianity and the evangeli-
zation of Western Europe. 

We went through the importance of the Germanic tribes in the Christianization of Europe 
– the Goth, the Visigoths, The Ostrogoths, Vandals, Burgundians, Lombards, and finally, 
the Franks. We looked at the rise of Islam and its sweep of the Eastern provinces, North 
Africa, and into Spain on the European continent.  We heard how the progress of Islam 
was halted at the battle of Tours by Charles Martel, leader of the Franks and grandfather 
of Charlemagne.

When the church reopens from this pandemic, we will be looking at the Great Divorce 
between East and West, the Monastic Reforms and the building of the Great Cathedrals.  
We will examine the Crusades and the growing forces propelling the Church toward the 
Reformation.

All the drama of a Saturday matinee – plan to join us when we resume.

Bob Ayrer  
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The Community Café

     When Susan and I started the Café, we had hopes as to how it would develop and a 
vision of what we thought it would be. But we also had faith that whatever direction the 
Café took would be the right one for Saint John’s and the community we were trying to 
serve. And as usual when we made our initial plan God chuckled a little and then set us 
on a direction that would eventually show us exactly what the Café should be. As God’s 
vision for that Café became clearer the inspiration spread through our Church family 
and the response was, at least in our eyes, no less than a miracle of faith. Faith that the 
path we were on was the correct one and faith that whatever resources were needed 
would be given. That faith has not faltered over the past eight years and we are sure that 
it will not falter given our present circumstances.

      That brings us to the present. As you know for the past three months we have not 
had the Café in any form and since the recovery from this circumstance is seemingly 
taking longer than anyone could have predicted we have been looking for an appropri-
ate outlet for our pent up desire to serve. To that end we conducted a zoom meeting a 
few weeks ago and decided that since we could not conduct the Café in it’s usual way we 
would support other organizations that were doing the same thing we do if not in the 
same way. Which brings us to an explanation of what the Café does.

      For those of you that volunteer for the Café no explanation is needed as to all the el-
ements that come together when we serve a meal. You might think that everything cen-
ters around the meal. A meal that is prepared onsite with as much love and care as one 
would take in preparing a meal for their own family. But we have come to realize that 
our patrons, while they do enjoy the meal, are at least as appreciative of how the meal is 
served and how they are treated when they enter our building. Everyone is seated and 
served more or less restaurant-style by a dedicated group of volunteers not only from 
our parish family but also from outside our Church. And that is where, I think, the true 
faith and inspiration that has kept us going all these years comes from. We allow our 
patrons to have that safe space, that sense of Community that especially now they lack 
in their daily lives.  We have heard many times that there are many places that some-
one can get a meal on a daily basis in the area but at Saint John’s we afford them a space 
where they are not rushed and are welcomed to set a talk with friends and staff and are 
treated with respect. That is the part that under the present conditions we cannot give 
them and until we can, we will look for other ways to help so that when we can return 
our enthusiasm, our love and our faith will not have faltered.
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   In the spirit of why the Café was started we have decided to look for and donate at least 
financial assistance to those organizations still out there on the front lines supplying food 
and comfort to those in need. We are currently looking at Life House Church on Wilson 
Blvd. and the Salvation Army. As restrictions ease and we start to return to some sort of 
resemblance of normal we will of course seek out those in need and try to help in any way 
we can. To everyone that has supported us with their time, talents and treasures in the 
past we appreciate your continued support in the future.

        Susan and Bob 

Music Notes
Choirs are Zooming

All of our choirs, Saint Francis, Canterbury and Parish Choirs are using Zoom to 
stay connected with each other. The Zoom meetings are the same day and time 
that they had their rehearsals. Similar to their rehearsals, the Zoom meetings 
always begin with a devotional.

Biblical Reference to Trumpets
The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the people of Israel, saying: In the 
seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall observe a day of complete 
rest, a holy convocation commemorated with trumpet blasts. (Leviticus 23:23)
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Welcoming Commision
A  Place to Start

After receiving feedback from the parish in response to questions that were asked to eval-
uate our Welcoming Commission’s goals and objectives, it became clear that there were 
three areas that needed some tweaking, enhancing, and a fresher, updated look.  Those 
areas were IT, Public Relations, and In House Hospitality.  With the help of the Episcopal 
Church Foundation, David McKinley, Bruce Massey,  Pat Abeles, and personal research, we 
developed a plan that would include all three categories.  Since the categories were interre-
lated and continued to need the help from devoted members, we thought to use this time 
as a place to start during these uncharted waters.  How will the church look in the future?  
Will older members return to church with all the restrictions before we return to our nor-
mal practices?  Will the public look to finding a church that fits its needs now and after the 
pandemic? Will we have a plan to welcome, encourage, and incorporate newcomers if they 
decide to come to our church?  

The two major goals of the commission are the following: First, to continue to get the word 
out about St. John’s and encourage newcomers to church to  become members eventually; 
second, to develop a clear statement, words, and images, to highlight the differences be-
tween St. John’s and other churches.   We intend to achieve the first objective by dividing  
the commission into three categories-IT, Public Relations, and In House Hospitality.  The 
second objective is to use this time to organize, recruit members, meet virtually, and devel-
op a plan of action.

The goal of IT is to continue to get the word out about St. John’s through social media by 
evaluating  what we are doing to create our own unique look and feel.  The Public Relations 
goal is to make the public aware of who we are and what we do.  In House Hospitality has 
two goals: to welcome members and visitors; and to devise a plan to incorporate visitors to 
become a regular participant in our church community.

To date the Welcoming Commission members are David McKinley, Bruce Massey, Bec-
ca Burford, Stephny Lietuvnikas, Lauri Ricker, and Deanna Soulis.  We will be recruiting 
members and if you are interested in helping, please be in touch. We look forward to your 
ideas in continuing to make St. John’s a welcoming, spiritual community based on “tradi-
tion for the contemporary family”. (Quote-The Reverend Patrick Ricker)
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Micah’s Back Pack Update
Although classes are now exclusively online, the St. John’s Team, and others in our area, 
continue supplying food to elementary school children through the Micah’s Back Pack 
program.  With the Washington County school year officially ending on Wednesday 
June 10, we are now preparing for the final food delivery of the school year on June 4.

Micah’s Back Pack leaders worked diligently on modified schedules and locations to 
accommodate provisions under the pandemic.  Team deliveries are now made outside 
to the YMCA to ultimately reach children at  Bester Elementary School.  St. John’s sup-
plies 13 bags each week in a program that continues to feed growing elementary school 
children throughout the school year.

The St. John’s Team has signed up to serve Micah’s again next year!  A new Micah’s Back 
Pack box will be placed in Trimble Hall to make donations easy and secure.  A complete 
weekend bag includes two (2) breakfasts, two (2) lunches, two (2) snacks, four (4) fruits, 
two (2) dinners, and two (2) juice boxes.  Donations are always welcome.  Here are 
some ideas of what we can use when we all return safely:

o Canned vegetables 
 o corn or mixed vegetables preferred
 o standard 14.5 oz. preferred
o Canned baked beans 
 o standard 14.5 oz. preferred
o Fruit cups 
 o Mixed fruit preferred
 o standard 4.0 oz. cup preferred
o Juice boxes 
 o 100% pure juice preferred
 o 4.0 to 6.0 oz. preferred
o Canned dinner
 o Any Chef Boyardee or similar style meal
 o Standard 15 oz. can preferred 
o Canned Lunch
 o Any Campbell’s or similar style soup
 o Standard 10.5 oz. can preferred 
o Breakfast
 o Any flavor instant Oatmeal
 o Individually packaged
o Snack
 o We have plenty of snack supplies!
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Musings from and unquiet mind;

I have always been fascinated by the foibles of language – I think that those of us who grew 
up in a George Carlin world all are.  How does a house burn “up” when it burns “down”?  
“The sun rose in the east this morning!”  Really? Didn’t Copernicus settle that one some 
time ago?  The sun stands still and the earth is the moving party? Then some later wise guys 
found that the sun was also moving away from the center of the universe.  It gets complicat-
ed.

I borrowed a reciprocal saw from a neighbor to cut some limbs off an apple tree; “you gonna 
give it back?” my wife asked. Of course.  “Give it back?”  It wasn’t mine to give.  “I will return 
it!” I replied.  Words are powerful and I thought about this as I cut limbs.  “Give” and “re-
turn” are two different things.

Before all this pandemic stuff, when I took my bride of 62 years out to dinner, I always left 
a good tip – I have a soft spot for service people who work so hard for the charity of their 
patrons.  Good service, 15% - excellent service, 20%.  I always feel good about my giving a 
good tip.

I’m wondering though, if I am honest about where my resources came from, am I giving my 
church 10% or am I returning 10% as the Bible asks?  If I am “giving” then I fall into pride 
and arrogance – “Look at me!”.  If I am “returning” I am hopefully practicing some humility.  
At 10% am I giving God a good tip?

Perhaps we should do away with “giving” to the church and just return a portion of what 
we have received.  We recently received a check from the government; didn’t ask for it and 
didn’t need it.  First thing we did was write a check to the church.  Did we give or return?  
Hummm?  Does a house burn up or burn down?  

Bob Ayrer

As I mentioned in my Ramblings, the diocese has developed a Covenant for Regathering 
that is based in our Baptismal Covenant. Please read and familiarize yourself with this 
document. As a parish we will strive to uphold its overall intent as we move toward re-
gathering.  In addition to giving you a copy here, copies will be placed with each bulletin 
once we do open for in-person worship.
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May	2020	

	
Covenant for Regathering  

	 
	 
	
In	response	to	the	current	COVID-19	pandemic,	I	promise,	with	God’s	help	and	
to	the	best	of	my	ability,	to	abide	by	the	guidelines	of	the	Diocese	of	
Maryland	for	participation	in	the	life	of	my	congregation	according	to	
the	regathering	phase	in	which	my	congregation	is	authorized	to	carry	out	its	
mission	and	ministry.			
 

In	fulfillment	of	the	Baptismal	Covenant	(BCP	p.	304-305),	I	will	strive	to:	 
	 
Love	my	neighbor	as	myself,	I	will...	 

§ Wear	a	mask	or	scarf	over	my	nose	and	mouth	at	all	times	in	church	
buildings,	except	momentarily	to	receive	the	sacrament	or	lead	worship	
through	an	assigned	speaking	part,	and	follow	public	health	guidelines	
for	hand	sanitizing	and	disinfecting	

§ Only	attend	worship	and	receive	communion	if	I	am	non-symptomatic	
for	the	COVID-19	virus	or	any	other	transmittable	disease	that	could	
compromise	the	health	of	another	congregant	

§ Will	abstain	from	attending	if	doing	so	would	put	me	at	greater	risk	due	
to	my	own	health	status	

	 
Respect	the	dignity	of	every	human	being,	I	will...	 

§ Make	no	physical	contact	with	people	beyond	the	members	of	my	
own	household 

§ Maintain	a	six	foot	or	more	distance	from	other	members	of	the	
congregation		

§ Respect	any	requests	for	distance,	masking,	and	cleaning,	to	ensure	the	
safety	and	comfort	level	of	others		

  
Seek	and	serve	Christ	in	all	people...	 

§ Trust	and	support	the	decisions	of	both	my	diocesan	and	congregational	
leaders		

§ Stay	connected	with	others	in	my	community	by	telephone,	
video	chat,	or	mail		
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HATS OFF TO:

• Maddie Abeles for being named to the Herald-Mail’s 2010-2020 All-Decade tennis 
team for her all star performances while at North Hagerstown High School

• The Rev. Anjel Scarborough for her thoughtful meditation on Mother Theresa and 
the “dark night of the soul” published in the spring 2020 issue of Anglican Digest.  
Anjel+ was ordained here at St. John’s, Hagerstown, and now serves as interim 
rector at St. Thomas’ Church, Owings Mills.

• A study by former parishioner Samuel Richards titled “A Forgotten Muhlenberg 
School:  Trinity Hall in Washington, Pennsylvania” leads the spring issue of 
Pennsylvania History. It includes mentions of St. James School and its founding 
rector John Barrett Kerfoot, later first Bishop of Pittsburgh.

• Congratulations to Joseph Myers, son of Zack and Ethel. He entered an art contest to 
draw Congress Hall from Cape May, NJ and won First Place!

• Robin Spickler for retiring from Washington County Public Schools where she has 
taught for 44 years!

• As always, keep me in the loop by sending information to my email address: 
uofapsu@verizon.net. Feel free also to pull me aside to share your good news so I 
may share it with St. Johns.

Kelly Slocum



Con-GRAD-ulations to...
 

• Sophie Abeles for graduating from Boston University. She is the daughter 
of David and Stacey Abeles and the granddaughter of Bill and Pat Abeles.

• Amelia Bickford for graduating from Lasell University with a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Fashion Communications. She is the daughter of Pieter and 
Stephanie Bickford.

• Liza Durham for graduating from Saint James School. She is the daughter 
of Ginnie and William Durham and the granddaughter of Fred and Caro-
line Wright.

• Liam Happel for graduating from Boonsboro High School. He is the son of 
Jason and Tracey Happel.

• Adam Hebb for graduating from North Hagerstown High School.  He is 
the son of Kevin and Sareen Hebb and grandson of Jerry and Sue Sowers.

• Brady Myers for achieving his Doctorate in Management from the Univer-
sity of Maryland Global Campus.
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William & Ashley Myers-Brown 6/4
Jami & Stu Mullendore  6/9
Jack & Betty Thompson  6/9
Fred & Caroline Wright  6/11
Russ & Kathy Marks  6/14
David & Stacey Abeles  6/16

Kati & John Webb  6/16
Ron & Judy Myers  6/17
Paul & Sally Perryman 6/17
Jerry & Sue Sowers  6/17
Bill & Deanna Soulis 6/23
Gaye & Bill McGovern 6/29

HappyAnniversary!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
John Miller   6/4
Tamara Martinez  6/5
Evvie Williams  6/5
Robert Maguire  6/7
Betty Markle   6/8
Allison Jarrett   6/9
Leighton Younger  6/9
Melissa Hutton  6/10
Stuart Mullendore  6/10
Jack Thompson  6/10
Linda Gray Jones  6/11
Suzanne Abeles  6/12
Lou Lamb   6/12
Stephny Lietuvnikas  6/13
Brenda (Duffy) Miles  6/13
Kathy Marks   6/15
Ken Brown Jr   6/16

Mary Ballard   6/17
Mikaela Mummert  6/17
June Burger   6/19
Tracey Happel   6/21
Jason Weibel   6/21
David Anderson  6/23
Will Godwin   6/23
Florence Forbes  6/24
CJ Sealing   6/25
Deanna Soulis   6/25
Monica Renee Mcclary 6/27
Ethel Kovacs-Myers  6/27
Dolores Carpenter  6/28
Barbara Creager  6/28
John Ashbaugh  6/30
Judy Raysely   6/30


