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Rector Ramblings on . . . 

Um, wait, what? What day is it 
again?

Sometime during the second week of March we received notice from the bishop that, due 
to the spread of the COVID-19 virus, all in-person worship gatherings were to be sus-
pended until March 27.

I began the process of ensuring that all of our parishioners were notified of this sus-
pension. The staff met to determine how best to function during this time, we quickly 
changed gears to a Morning Prayer service on March 15 with plans for another one on 
March 22, and I contacted David Martin to determine if we could live stream the service. 
We also suspended all other services during this time, including Evening Prayer and the 
scheduled Evensong service for March 22. And I consulted with Mark King about cancel-
ing choir practice.

On March 19 the bishop informed us that, in following current CDC guidelines, all 
in-person worship services were to be canceled through May 16. He did say that small 
gatherings of ten or fewer would be allowed if people followed proper safety precautions 
(washing hands, maintaining 6’ of separation, etc.).

The decision was made to keep live streaming Sunday Morning Prayer. Mark King has of-
fered to come in and play the organ for these services. The services are also moved to 9:30 
so that we will not conflict with the diocesan live stream that happens at 11. And I put 
Melonie to work in creating an all-encompassing bulletin so that we can post it on the 
website, as well as an Evening Prayer bulletin that people can take with them. The Sunday 
bulletin will allow anyone watching to better follow the service and pray with us.

Before we got word that services were suspended until basically May 17, I made the de-



cision to contact every member of Saint John’s for whom we have a phone number. I spent 
the better part of Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday making phone calls and checking to 
see if people were doing okay and staying healthy. I’m happy to report that nobody I spoke 
with had any serious illness. I’m also happy to report that several people offered to be part 
of a group of people the office could contact should someone need something (grocery or 
pharmacy runs, for instance). And members of the Pastor Care Team and Service and Out-
reach have offered to split up the phone directory and contact parishioners on a regular basis, 
maybe once a week, just to see how they are and to remain connected.

Church-wise we are making plans for an online Holy Week, as well as working on our Easter 
celebration currently scheduled for May 17. You can find that tentative schedule in another 
part of Soundings. The Cheesecake sale has been cancelled as well as the Community Café.

Besides the online meeting with Bishop Sutton, I’m working on setting up an online format 
so that the Vestry can still meet (by the time this comes out, we either have or have not). 
And I had an online meeting/conference call with a couple of my ecumenical colleagues 
(which was . . . hinky . . . at best).

This week has been (insert your own stress-related adjectives and then select, “D,” All of the 
Above).

But we are getting through it. The first all-encompassing Morning Prayer bulletin for Sun-
day is finished, allowing us to make easy tweaks for future Sundays. A team of people will 
be calling parishioners regularly to check in. We are, hopefully, getting better with the live 
streaming of our services. And we are hopeful that we can at least function for the time being 
in this current new normal.

And on another topic altogether, I want to briefly talk about worship.

With the advent of the 1979 BCP we became a Eucharistic-centered church. Holy Commu-
nion became the focal point of our Sunday worship, and the Baptismal service and Covenant 
became foundational to our faith. In many respects this has been a good thing.

It has, however, caused people (in general) to forgo daily worship. We are a people centered 
on the BCP (the reason Episcopalians like the Bible is because it has so much of the Prayer 
Book in it). But take a look at any BCP in any church and you will see a thin line of what I 
call “the dirty pages” which runs from page 355 to page 365. 
During this time of physical separation, it would be good for us to become (re)acquainted 
with the Prayer Book. On Sundays past we have gathered for the Eucharist, to hear the Word 
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and to receive the Sacrament. We are currently in a Lenten fast from receiving the Sacrament 
of Christ’s Body and Blood, but we are not in a fast from hearing the Word.

I encourage you to join us online to pray Morning Prayer with us. I encourage you to find 
time to pray at least one of the Daily Offices, Morning or Evening Prayer, if you can’t join us 
online. Or I encourage you, if you find that too difficult, to pray either the Noonday office 
(page 103), Compline (page 127), or use the Daily Devotionals (page 137).

We are still a connected people – connected by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love 
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit; connected to each other through our prayers, 
e-mails, and phone calls; and connected to the Church, local, diocesan, and worldwide, 
through our participation in both online and personal worship.

In closing, we have all become acquainted with the term “social distancing.”  May I suggest 
that, as a body of believers for whom community is essential, we change our perspective from 
“social distancing” to “physically separated, socially connected.”  Because it will be in our 
connections that help us get through this.

Be well,

Todd+

Discretionary Report

Beginning Balance (February 12):  $965.00
Rent Assistance -125.00
New Minister Disc. Fund -30.00
Fourth Sunday Deposit +0.00

Balance as of Marh 18: $810.00 

Currently have 0 Sheetz cards and 3 Martins card ($20/ea).
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Worship Schedule

With the suspension of in-person worship services through at least May 16, I wanted to 
give readers a concise worship schedule as of now. If any of these change, we will update 
the website as well as send out a parishwide e-mail. All services are scheduled to be live-
streamed on our Facebook page.

March 29; April 5, 12, 19, 26; May 3, 10:
 9:30 – Morning Prayer

April 5, Palm Sunday:
 9:30 – Morning Prayer with the Blessing of the Palms
  
 We are hopeful to have a few volunteers make palm crosses before the service which 
will be distributed to parishioners that week.

April 9, Maundy Thursday:
 I invite families to participate at home in the traditional Maundy Thursday meal. This 
meal should include a meatless soup, cheese, olives, dried fruit, bread, and wine. Feel 
free to use as much or little as is appropriate for your household. It would also be appro-
priate for families to participate in a service of foot washing.
 7:00 – Evening Prayer with the stripping of the altar

April 10, Good Friday:
 Noon - Cathedral in Baltimore
 7 p.m. - Good Friday Evening Prayer Service

April 11, Holy Saturday:
 Noon – The Holy Saturday liturgy with the reading of the Lamentations
 7 p.m. - Easter Vigil at the Cathedral

April 12, Easter Day:
 9:30 – Morning Prayer celebrating the Resurrection

Additionally, the Cathedral in Baltimore will be live-streaming their Sunday services at 
11:00.

May 17, Easter Celebration In Person:
 10:00 – This is currently our target date for a return to in-person worship. We will 
have one service this day and celebrate the Resurrection of Christ. I look forward to 
seeing you all there.
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Stewardship in Action during a Crisis

We had little idea of how the first half of 2020 would unfold at our Annual Parish Meeting in 
January. How our lives have changed in so little time!  As we think and rethink the work of our 
Commissions, and worship at home using live streaming of services instead of going to the 
Church building, we must remember that the true meaning of CHURCH is “the body of Christ”. 
In our case, we collectively are St. John’s Episcopal Church, while simply blessed to gather in our 
beautiful historical building in Hagerstown. As “a body of believers”, we unite in exercising Stew-
ardship in Action to navigate the COVID-19 pandemic.

We must take the strongest possible precautions to practice the 6 ft. social distancing guidelines 
and stay at home restrictions. But we should not so separate ourselves from one another and the 
greater Parish community that our island homes are isolated from all types of human contact. 
Working to enable human connectedness, even at a distance, is a demonstration of Stewardship 
in Action.

Imagine ways of connecting that reduce our separateness without causing risk to the health of 
one another. Maintaining social distance, we can still connect by telephone, e-mail, various types 
of social media, and even by shouting greetings from our car. It sounds like a contradiction in 
terms, but we need to cultivate connections to mitigate our physical distance.

Recall the story of the local teachers who drove through the neighborhoods of their students a 
few days ago, blasting the car horn and shouting from their cars that they missed them! Such a 
clear (and loud) expression of love to others! This is Stewardship in Action! As we volunteer to 
help others with grocery deliveries and pharmacy pickups, we are practicing Stewardship of our 
time and talents. The weather is beginning to warm, so waving to others sitting on their porches 
as we walk by could be the very morale booster they (and we) need. And of course, continuing 
online giving, and mailing our offerings and pledges to St. John’s while we’re away from an offer-
ing plate, are acts of financial Stewardship.

As a body of believers, we are heartened by one another’s stewardship, and stand in awe of the 
numerous forms of engagement, creativity and commitment that this terrible crisis is eliciting. 
We all are needed for our contributions of time, talent, and financial resources to support activi-
ties newly envisioned, those temporarily postponed, and those continuing. Through Stewardship 
in Action the light of Christ shines.

Many thanks and much admiration to each of you, our faithful fellow parishioners,

Stewardship and Finance Commission
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Flower Update

With the closing of Ben’s Flower Shop (see next page), we were tasked with find-
ing new providers for Sunday floral arrangements as well as Christmas and Easter. 
After contacting several companies and evaluating their services and expenses, we 
decided to contract Gibney’s Florist for Sunday flowers and Wilde Rose for the two 
holidays. With the situation at hand, we will not have the elaborate floral display 
at Easter we have previously had. We will be in touch as to how you may want to 
participate in remembering loved ones in the near future.

Mayfest
Due to current conditions Mayfest is postponed 
until fall. We will be in touch later with details.

Hand Sanitizer and Cleanliness

One of the things that has come up during the COVID-19 crisis is the need for 
cleanliness, especially in washing hands and disinfecting things that are touched 
on a regular basis.

With hand sanitizer in short supply, a reminder that soap and water work just as 
well, providing you wash your hands for at least 20 seconds.

Here are a couple of links to making your own hand sanitizer:

• https://www.wired.com/story/how-to-make-hand-sanitizer/
• https://www.androidcentral.com/how-make-most-effective-hand-sanitizer-

home
• https://wellnessmama.com/281/homemade-hand-sanitizer/
 
You can also make a cleanser 1/3 cup of bleach to 1 gallon of water.
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“...there is joy to be found” 
 (a quote from Fr Todd’s Friday, March 20,2019, Meditation) 

 
As we know, Pat O’brien has retired and closed Ben’s Flower Shop.  Former owner and 
partner Ben Bostion (long deceased) and Pat have been doing our weekly flowers and 
Christmas and Easter flowers for over forty plus years. We have relied on their 
dedication, skill, and faithfulness. To show our appreciation a letter was crafted and a 
monetary gift was given to Pat from the parish. We would like to share his thank you 
note in response to his gift. 
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Music Notes
The Journey of Holy Week in Hymns 

All glory, laud and honor
Words: Theodulph of Orleans, c. 750-821; translated John Mason Neale, 1818-1866; 
Music: melody Mechior Teschner (1584-1635), harmonized William Henry Monk (1823-
1889)
Bishop Theodulph was imprisoned in 818 for conspiring against King Louis the Pious. 
This hymn was probably written while in prison, originally in 78 lines which was short-
ened and translated from the Latin by Neale. It has become the traditional Palm Sunday 
hymn in procession throughout the church.

O sacred head, sore wounded
Words: Anonymous, Latin, German translation Paul Gerhardt (1607-1676); English trans-
lations  Robert Seymour Bridges (1844-1930) and James Waddell Alexander (1804-1859)
Music: Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612), harmonized Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
The original Latin poem addressed seven aspects of the crucified: feet, knees, hands, side, 
breast, heart and face. Known as “crucifix hymns” they were designed for long, intense 
devotions while kneeling at the altar.

What wondrous love is this
Words: American folk hymn, 1835
Music: Southern Harmony, 1835
Each stanza has a single thought which is underscored by repetition. This hymn is very 
appropriate for Maundy Thursday.

Go to dark Gethsemane
Words: James Montgomery, (1771-1854)
Music: Richard Redhead (1820-1901)
This hymn meditatively reflects the Moravian observance (adapted from Lutheran usage) 
of Holy Week reading services in which the reading of a harmony of the Passion narrative 
is interspersed with hymn stanzas and anthems. These had impressed Montgomery deeply 
in his early years.

Ah, holy Jesus
Words: Johann Heermann, (1585-1647); English translation Robert Seymour Bridges 
(1844-1930)
Music: Johann Cruger, (1598-1662)
One of the telling qualities of this hymn, is the involvement of the singer in the agony of 
the crucifixion and the events of betrayal that led to it. 
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Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Words and Music: African-American Spiritual; harmonized by Charles Winfred Douglas 
(1867-1944)
This hymn was the first spiritual to be printed in a major denominational hymnal when 
it appeared in The Hymnal 1940 of the Protestant Episcopal Church. The stanzas of this 
spiritual each contain responses to the question “were you there?”

Jesus Christ is risen today
Words: Latin, 14th century; English translation, 1708, stanza 4 Charles Wesley
Music: Lyra Davidica, 1708; adapted The Complete Psalmodist, 1749
In the minds of most worshipers in churches today, this text and tune are an essential part 
of the liturgy for Easter Day.

At the Lamb’s high feast
Words: Latin before 1000, revised 1632; English translation Robert Campbell (1814-1868)
Music: melody Jakob Hintze (1622-1702); harmonized Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-
1750)
This hymn contains a richness of medieval Easter imagery including white robes of bap-
tism, the Exodus story of deliverance through the Red Sea, and the Altar as symbolic of 
the Cross. This popular hymn has historic roots in Anglican, Roman, Mozarabic, and 
Ambrosian rites.

Hymn information from the following sources:

Glover, R.F. (Ed.). (1994). The Hymnal 1982 Companion, (Vol. Three A). The Church 
Hymnal Corporation.

Lovelace, A.C. (1987). Hymn Notes for Church Bulletins. GIA Publications, Inc.

McKim, L.H. (1993). The Presbyterian Hymnal Companion. Westminster/John Knox 
Press.

April Carillon Recitals at Mercersburg Academy
The carillon recitals will safely take place because social distancing is possible. The per-
former is near the top of the bell tower and concert goers can walk the gardens, sit on a 
bench, or sit in their vehicles. 
Apr. 5 – Elisa Tersigni (Washington DC), Apr. 12, 19 & 26 – Jim Brinson (Mercersburg 
Academy).



Deacon’s Corner
A couple of weeks back, when we all worshipped under the same roof (Remember 
those days?), during Holy Communion, we sang or better chanted, “Bless the Lord, 
My Soul.”   Hearing it reminded me of the comfort I felt when I worshipped in the 
Episcopal Cathedral of South Carolina. While there in Columbia, I studied for my 
Masters of Divinity for the ELCA. Interestingly, though, while I studied Lutheran 
theology, I found a new home with the Episcopal Church. The Cathedral offered a 
Taizé service Sunday evenings, and once I finished with the day’s fieldwork and study, 
I would head down to worship.

There is comfort in remembering when God felt near and dear to you. On the Sun-
day with you all, my remembrance wasn’t a desire to ‘go back,’ but now knowing I was 
home with you all. I loved hearing it as I walked through the chancel and the choir’s 
beautiful harmony.

When I am afraid and let’s face it, it is scary out there, I hum or whistle or even sing 
aloud the Taizé songs. This music brings peace to me. Some in the scientific field may 
say that singing is a way to breathe better and may have a calming effect on the body, 
mind, or even spirit. Taizé chanting does just that for me. But it is also the remem-
brance of our experience with “Bless the Lord my Soul,” and the Holy Spirit uniting us 
in this same breath.

Our community in Christ is so loving and welcoming to our local community and 
me. I miss us, and next month cannot come fast enough. So as we are distanced phys-
ically, know you all are in my heart through the love of Christ and am praying  our 
Easter to be one of joy and resurrection into a new life rejoicing in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. (I am whispering “Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.”)

Deacon Sue
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Adult forum

For the last few months the Adult Forum has been following Professor Luke Timothy 
Johnson, Ph.D.’s series, “The History of Christianity: from the Disciples to the Dawn of 
the Reformation.”  Prof. Johnson has taken us from a tiny band of Jesus followers as a sect 
of Judaism, to these followers becoming a recognized religion in their own right.
We have followed these early Christians through periods of persecution to Constantine’s 
recognizing them as a legitimate religion of the Empire. We have journeyed with these 
church elders as they struggled with many of the doctrines we take for granted today. We 
learned about the martyrdom and apologetic witness of the first three centuries of the 
church.

We have learned about the decline of “Empire” in both the East and the West and the 
Byzantine Christianity. We heard about the invasion of Western Europe in the 5th to 9th 
centuries by the Germanic hordes – the Visigoths, the Ostrogoths, the Lombards and the 
Vandals. The last and greatest Germanic tribe were the Franks who, under Charles Martel 
– grandfather of Charlemagne – stopped the spread of Islam into Northern Europe.
When we resume our Sunday morning classes we will be examining the Evangelization 
of Western Europe. Plan to join our trip through the centuries of church development so 
as to understand where we came from religiously, and try to understand who we are as a 
religious community.

For a preview, see https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ju4iNRM-z8.

I look forward to you joining with us when our community can again be together.

Bob Ayrer, Moderator

St. John’s Shelter will be participating in Washington County Gives 
on May 5th. This is a 24 hour web based giving event benefiting the 
local non-profits of your choice. Last year was our first year and we 
are excited to be involved again. Your help sharing the word would 
be appreciated. 

https://www.washingtoncountygives.org/organizations/st-john-s-
shelter



Vestry Liaisons
Do you know how St. John’s Vestry keeps informed of what programs are being proposed 
and/or undertaken by our parishioners?  One way is through our Vestry Liaison system. 
Each member of the Vestry is assigned to be a liaison to one of our six commissions. The 
purpose of this is so the liaisons learn what the commissions are planning and doing and 
communicate that to the Vestry for approval. 

The commissions were established to focus on specific areas of St. John’s mission, which 
today is summarized as: worship, welcome, serve, and encourage. For the year 2020, the 
Vestry Liaison members are:

Christian Formation
Liaison:  Rebecca Connor and Bob Ayrer
Chair:  Rebecca Connor and Susan Sunnarborg

Christian Stewardship
Liaison:  Ken Brown and Brian Connolly
Chair:  Mark Halsey

Fabric and Grounds
Liaison:  Missy McCray, Jane Rozes, and Jose Velazquez
Chair:  Charley Chaney

Service and Outreach
Liaison:  Kim Halsey, Carol Cox, and Bruce Massey
Chair:  Kim Halsey

Parish Life
Liaison:  Karla Davis
Chair:  Peg Brown and Tammy Martinez

Welcoming
Liaison:  Deanna Soulis
Chair:  Deanna Soulis

If you are interested in joining or learning more about a commission, you may contact the 
chair of the commission or the Vestry Liaison.

Lou Lamb, Senior Warden

12



13

HATS OFF TO:

• Dylan Weibel made the Dean’s List at Rensselear Polytechnic Institute for the fall 
semester!

• Special thanks to everyone who helped with the 2019 Fall Artisan Fair, which raised 
just over $2000 to be split between Micah’s Backpack and St. John’s Shelter.

• Shout out to St. John’s youth who made dinner at REACH on a Saturday night and 
didn’t complain when the dishwasher did not work!

Keep me in the loop by sending information to my email address: uofapsu@verizon.net. 
Feel free also to pull me aside to share your good news so I may share it with St. Johns.

Kelly Slocum
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

 Chip & Jennifer Sealing   4/12
 Linda Gray Jones & Lawrence Jones 4/16
 Michael & Kaye Harbaugh   4/19
 Mike & Betsy Mummert   4/23
 Gary & Iris Heichel   4/24
 Robin & Douglas Spickler   4/25

HappyAnniversary!

Natalie Alvestad  4/3
Ann Chaney   4/3
Harvey Hogamier  4/3
Emma Elvestad  4/4
Jennifer Ashbaugh  4/4
Matthew Mummert  4/4
Leonie Poole   4/4
Jerry Sowers   4/7
Ann Ashby   4/8
Nancy Heiston  4/8
Joy Rath   4/10
Brynn Lietuvnikas  4/14
Madison Ashbaugh  4/16

Chris Tischer   4/17
Larry Potter Jr   4/18
Phyllis Sturtz   4/19
Greyson Brown   4/22
Dusty Graham   4/22
Lila Poole   4/24
David Davis   4/25
George Fuscsick  4/25
Jacquelyn Alexander  4/27
Edward Magno  4/27
Kati Webb    4/27
Mary Lou Brooks  4/30


