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Rector Ramblings on . . . 
The Annual Meeting

Sunday, January 26, was the Saint John’s annual meeting.  We elected new people to the 
Vestry.  We looked at the 2020 budget.  We reviewed various reports.  And we recognized 
several people for their service, among other things.

For those of you who weren’t able to be at the meeting, I offer my report to the body here 
as it was presented in our Annual Report.

——————————————————————————————————

To my fellow Ministers of Saint John’s Episcopal Church:

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Our mission statement that was developed during the 2018 Vestry retreat continues to 
inform how we pursue and live into the mission of the Church to restore all people to 
unity with God and each other in Christ (BCP 855).  As a reminder:

 The mission of Saint John’s Episcopal Church is to Worship, Welcome, Serve, and 
Encourage.

Our first priority is to Worship.  We are, after all, a church, and it is our worship that 
anchors us.  In specific terms, our worship statistics from the Parish Register can be found 
on the previous page.  These are the hard numbers, so to speak, of our worship.  But 
numbers only tell part of the story.



Through our worship we invite people to experience God in the beauty of holiness.  Our 
worship embraces all five senses:  sight, smell, hearing, touch, and taste.  We see the beauty 
that is all around us.  We smell the incense on high holy days, and other special days.  We 
hear the beautiful singing of both choir and congregation.  We touch prayer book and 
hymnal, as well as those around us as we greet them in Peace.  And we taste the Body and 
Blood of our Lord when we receive Communion.

Our worship also allows people not familiar with the Episcopal church to experience the 
presence of God and the hope of resurrection in difficult times.  This happened with the 
funerals and burial services of Jennifer Moore, Sue Murray, Adam Brown, John Chabot, Peg 
Abercrombie, Harvey Hogameir, Carlos Burger, and Delores Maletzky, all who died this past 
year.  I spoke with a number of people immediately after those services, and later, who were 
very appreciative of both how the service was conducted and how resurrection hope was 
made known.

Besides having good and meaningful worship in difficult times, we also have good and 
meaningful worship in good times.  This past year we baptized two people:  Greyson Brown 
and Troy Gordon.  Greyson is Ashley Brown-Myers son, and Troy has been a guest at 
Community Cafe who expressed a desire to be baptized.  We welcomed these two people 
into the household of God and we hope that they will be strengthened and encouraged in 
our community.

In addition to our regular Sunday worship, we come together to worship at special times:  
Christmas, Holy Week, Easter, Pentecost, All Saints’ Sunday, and a few Evensong services 
during the year help to remind us that worship is not an ordinary event.  That said, worship 
and prayer should be a regular part of our lives, which is why the mid-week Eucharist and 
Daily Evening Prayer continue.  Worship is where we most often connect with others in our 
congregation, as well as deepening our connection with God, and I encourage you to make 
worship a priority in your life.

We Welcome people into our midst.  We welcome people when we invite them to experience 
our congregation in our worship or any number of outreach programs.  We welcome people 
when we ensure they don’t get lost during the liturgy.  We welcome people when we invite 
them to coffee hour and then don’t abandon them, but talk with them and introduce them 
to others.  We welcome people when we wear our name tags.  We welcome people into our 
midst when we offer meals at the Community Cafe.  And I’m sure there are other times we 
welcome people.
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But this is also our most challenging part of our mission statement.  We need to remember 
that we are a large church, and, as much as you think everyone knows you, there are those 
who don’t – so remember to wear your name tag.  As the angel said, “Be not afraid to 
introduce yourself to a person you don’t recognize.”  Not with, “Are you new here/visiting?” 
but with, “I don’t believe we’ve met, I’m Name.”  And if the person is new, and/or not 
familiar with our liturgy, be not afraid to offer to sit with them and help them through the 
service.  Be not afraid to invite them to coffee hour.

We also could use a few people willing to make a short, post-service home visit to those who 
have filled out the guest book.  If you would like to be part of this ministry, please let me 
know.

Intentional welcoming is hard work, but it is both good and necessary.  How we welcome 
people informs how we include people.  Worship may be our first priority, but Welcoming 
people is how we begin to show love of Christ to those around us.

And speaking of showing the love of Christ to those around us, we do this when we 
Serve those around us.  It certainly includes the many service opportunities we have as a 
congregation:  Community Cafe, Fifth Tuesday Lunch at Potomac Towers, the many ways 
we support the Bester Community, Mayfest, and others.  It also includes ways you may or 
may not consider, such as:  DOK funeral receptions, Altar Guild, Eucharistic Ministers and 
Visitors, van drivers, donations to the Rector’s Discretionary Fund, Vestry and Commission 
membership, meal deliveries, and others activities.  

We serve in our liturgy as we worship God in the beauty of holiness.  We serve the body of 
this particular wing of the household of God when we work to keep up our building and 
grounds, as well as when we care for our fellow parishioners.  We serve the wider community 
as we live into the words of the dismissal – “that we may continue in that holy fellowship, 
and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in;” or, “Send us now into 
the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you.”  

I have said this many times, but the number one reason I was initially drawn to Saint John’s 
was because this congregation had a good balance between the internal and external, between 
in-reach and outreach.  May we continue to keep that balance as we ask, “How does what we 
do serve our fellow human?”
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And finally, we are called to Encourage others.  As with everything above, we do this in a 
variety of ways.  I know Mark King has encouraged the choir to take on unfamiliar pieces.  
We offer encouragement to our Community Cafe guests as well as others we reach out to.  I 
look for ways to encourage parishioners to use their gifts and talents.  That encouragement 
has led to several new people involved as LEM’s, LEV’s, and choir members.  Joelene and 
Heidi have encouraged our youth to grow in a number of ways, including through events 
such as the recent Martin Luther King Day lock-in.  There are many learning opportunities 
and activities that I have encouraged people to participate in.

Ultimately I hope I encourage people to a deeper faith through sermons, the Wednesday 
Word, random visitations, and other actions I take as your Rector.  I also hope that Saint 
John’s can be seen as offering a form of Christianity based in love that encourages people to 
see a deeper, more thoughtful, type of faith, while also publicly standing against fear, hate, 
and bigotry of all kinds.

In a quick review:  our Worship has been enhanced by the presence of Dcn. Sue, several new 
acolytes and LEM’s, and new flooring; we have Welcomed new people into the congregation 
and choir; besides our regular Service agenda, we picked up serving lunches at Potomac 
Towers every fifth Tuesday; and we Encourage people to live lives of faith in a variety of ways.

I continue to be hopeful about the future of this congregation, and I continue to be blessed 
to have the privilege of serving as your priest and 28th Rector of Saint John’s Episcopal 
Church.

As we move forward, let us base everything we do in our mission to Worship, Welcome, 
Serve, and Encourage.  Goals we set should be able to answer one question:  How will 
this help us live into our mission?  May we always remember that we are a collection of 
individuals attempting to live together in community.  And where two or three are gathered 
together, there will often be friction, which is why Jesus said, “I will be in the midst of them.”  
If we remember that Jesus is in the midst of us, if we remember to be well pleased with each 
other as God is well pleased with us, if we work at intentionally living into our mission, then 
our future will continue to be filled with light.

Amen.

Todd+
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Discretionary Report

Beginning Balance (December 11):  $1,284.00
Rent Assistance -180.00
Staff Christmas Cards -300.00
Funeral Deposit & Other Donations +528.00

Balance as of January 11: $1,332.00 

Currently have 1 Sheetz cards ($10/ea) and 1 Martins cards 
($20/ea).

Deacon’s Corner
The deacon’s service is not just in the liturgy, but in the world as an advocate for the 
marginalized. Kathy Shahinian, the Diocesan Deacon for Public Policy, states, “As 
deacons, our voice in the public square is not liberal or conservative, Republican or 
Democrat. It is a prophetic voice that promotes the value of life, dignity of every per-
son, and hope for those who are most vulnerable.”
On February 12th, I will respond to become a part of this advocacy. I will presume 
my role to be one who advocates for the poor, lonely, imprisoned, infirmed, shut-in, 
and weary. Last year’s initiatives of the Diocese were bills related to our stewardship 
of the earth, equitable pay, fair prescription prices, and continued discussion con-
cerning the inequity of the justice system regarding the mentally ill, and solutions 
to promote wholeness and wellbeing. My role may be as simple as responding to the 
Maryland Episcopal Public Policy Network on Facebook @MEPPN, or as complicat-
ed as testifying for a bill. I have family in Annapolis to stay with, so we are talking one 
or two days of reunion, rest, and advocacy. 
St. John’s excellent witness to the marginalized is an expression of the Kingdom of 
God here and now, and to become. Having a deacon involved with legislation is to 
have a prophetic voice calling out recognizing and bringing the Light of Christ to 
those who are in the shadows, unseen. I am reminded of Micah 6:8 “He has told you, 
O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and 
to love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God?”

Deacon Sue
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Music Notes
TwoResonate Concert

James Martin (trombone) and Dan Miller (organ) will present a concert on Friday, Feb-
ruary 7 at 7:00 p.m. as part of our Music at Saint John’s Series. The diverse program will 
feature stirring music ranging from romantic composers Franz Liszt and Alexandre Guil-
mant, to contemporary and living composers Emma Lou Diemer and Stephen Sondheim. 

Mr. Martin, based in Washington D.C., is Trombone Professor at Shepherd University; 
holds the position of principal trombone with The American Pops Orchestra; and second 
trombonist with Maryland Lyric Opera Orchestra. He has worked with symphony and 
chamber orchestras in Europe and The United States, including The Esbjerg Ensemble, 
Aarhus Symphony Orchestra, Aalborg Symphony Orchestra, Aarhus Sinfonietta, Mary-
land Symphony Orchestra, Baltimore Chamber Orchestra, Maryland  Lyric Opera, Fairfax 
Symphony Orchestra, Harrisburg Symphony Orchestra, and The World Orchestra. 

Mr. Miller is Organist at First Baptist Church in Winchester, VA; coach/accompanist with 
the Washington National Opera Institute at American University; music director with 
Hub City Opera and Loudoun Lyric Opera; accompanist for Shenandoah Conservato-
ry’s Cantus Singers, Chorus, and Choir; and accompanist for the Blue Ridge Singers. As a 
harpsichordist and continuo player, he has performed with the Winchester Baroque En-
semble and the Piedmont Symphony Orchestra.

Following the TwoResonate concert here at Saint John’s, a reception will be held in Trim-
ble Hall. The program is free and open to the public. Please be sure to invite family mem-
bers, neighbors, friends, and co-workers to attend the concert.

February Carillon Recitals at Mercersburg Academy
Feb. 2 – Jesse Ratliffe (Luray, VA), Feb. 9,16, & 23 – Jim Brinson (Mercersburg Academy). 
The recitals begin at 3:00 p.m. and are free and the public is invited to attend.



Great Composer Anniversaries for 2020
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)
Max Bruch (1838-1920)
Edwin Fissinger (1920-1990)
Johann Anastasius Freylinghausen (1670-1739)
William Gardiner (1770-1853)
Joseph Gelineau (1920-2008)
James Hewitt (1770-1827)
John Henry Hopkins Jr. (1820-1891)
Bedrich Janacek (1920-2007)
Hall Johnson (1887-1970)
John LaMontaine (1920-2013)
Henry Loosemore (1600?-1670)
Johann Christian Rinck (1770-1846)
Louis Vierne (1870-1937)
Melchior Vulpius (1570-1615)
William Walond (c.1725-1770)
Samuel Webbe Jr. (1770-1843)

Saint John’s will celebrate the contributions of many of these composers by featuring their 
works throughout the coming year at Sunday morning Eucharists, Sunday afternoon 
Evensongs and concerts.
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VBS 2020
It’s time to start planning for Vacation Bible School 2020! Please join us for a planning meeting 
on Sunday, February 16 after the 10:15 service. We will meet in St. Mary’s Chapel to discuss 
schedule and format for this year’s VBS.

J2A Update
The kids recently marched with the episcopal churches of Baltimore in the annual Martin 
Luther King Parade.  Wow!  What an event!  Parades, bands, drill teams, and many other or-
ganizations were all involved and we all got the sense that we were apart of something much 
bigger.  

In the morning before the parade we packed bags for the homeless.  All the teens from the 
diocese brought items to be used for this event but St John’s was very proud of the effort 
made by our congregation to help us take down not 1 box but 2 boxes of items to donate. 
We definitely brought a lot to the table.  

THANK YOU for always supporting the J2A!

Youth Activities for February:
February 9:   EYC Meeting for Middle and High School Youth

February 15: EYC Night at the REACH Cold Weather Shelter 
Youth ages 13 and up will prepare and serve dinner to the shelter guests.

Please join us! New participants are always welcome. Contact Heidi McCusker, Volunteer 
Youth Minister for more information.
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ADULT SHOES AND BOOTS DRIVE

Many homeless adults are walking around with worn out shoes and boots that 
don’t protect them from the freezing cold and inclement weather.  If you have 
some gently used shoes or boots that you don’t need, please consider donating 
them to this cause.  This shoe and boot drive is being sponsored by the New Light 
Metropolitan Community Church in Hagerstown, and St. John’s is welcome to 
participate -   again another way that we can serve those in need. The drive will 
continue from February 1 – February 22.  A box labeled:  “Adult Shoes & Boots” is 
located in Trimble Hall to receive your donations.  Thank you

Knitters and Crocheters Needed

If you are interested in knitting or crocheting hats, scarfs, or gloves 
for the REACH cold weather shelter please contact Kathy Marks at 
301-791-0092 or cell 301-730-4050.  
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Joyce Chabot    2/3
Rachel Hebb   2/5
Ericka Alvestad  2/9
Alan Brown   2/11
Dan Meyer   2/15
Douglas Ridenour  2/17
Nels Sunnarborg  2/20
Bill Young   2/26
David McKinley  2/27
Connie Nakopoulos  2/27

Bill & Frances Young  2/15
Alan & Eleanor Brown  2/28

HappyAnniversary!


