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Rector Ramblings on . . . 

Advent
In the cycle of the Church year, Advent is our first season, beginning exactly four Sundays 
before Christmas.  We are now in the second season of the Church year, Christmas, so it 
might seem I’m a little behind in thinking about Advent; but stay with me here.

During Advent we are called to wait, watch, and prepare.  We are also called to not rush 
through this season.  We are called to not overlook this season in an attempt to get to 
Christmas sooner.  We are called to be fully present in this season before Christmas.

During Advent, we wait for the coming of the Lord.  In one respect this has already 
happened in a manger in Bethlehem.  Some 2000 years ago the immortal, invisible God 
became a mortal, visible human being in the form of Jesus.  But, like the disciples were 
told in Acts, “This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  And so we wait for that second coming of the 
Lord in power and great glory.

During Advent, we watch.  We watch for signs of the coming of the Lord.  We watch 
scripturally as we hear of John the Baptist out in the wilderness preaching and baptizing 
people.  We watch liturgically as we light one candle each week on the Advent wreath, 
counting down the days to Christmas, or as the children move the figurines of Mary, 
Joseph, and a donkey nearer Bethlehem each Sunday.

During Advent, we prepare for the arrival of the Lord’s coming.  We prepare in our homes 
for his arrival at Christmas by sending cards, putting up decorations, trimming trees, 
or participating in any number of family traditions.  We also prepare at church through 
the changing of hangings and putting out other decorations, as well as preparing the 



Christmas Eve and Day liturgies that celebrate his coming.

And maybe this Advent focus on wait, watch, and prepare is why it has been on my mind so 
much lately.

During this time in my life, I am asked to wait.  Wait for the post-surgery pain to subside.  
Wait for permission to drive again.  Wait for permission to begin doing activities that have 
been on hold.

During this time in my life, I am asked to watch.  Watch for small, incremental 
improvements.  Watch for signs that I’m regaining my strength and stamina.  Watch for signs 
that something may not be healing as it should.  Watch my intake of medicine so as not to 
overdo it or risk becoming addicted to the stuff (no worries there, I promise).

During this time in my life, I am asked to prepare.  Prepare for a return to work by working 
some limited hours.  Prepare my body to begin physical therapy by performing small, safe, 
approved exercises.  

I am still waiting.  I am still watching.  I am still preparing.  And I am trying not to rush it.  
I am trying hard not to overlook this particular time in an attempt to get better sooner.

And maybe that’s both the point and beauty of Advent:  that we need to wait, watch, and 
prepare for what lies ahead without overlooking this particular point in time in a rush to get 
there.  I’m reminded of the child who wants so badly to be an adult that they miss the beauty 
of childhood, or the student who wants so badly to graduate that they miss the experience of 
school.

Advent is asking us to slow down for a minute, to spend time waiting, watching, and 
preparing; because if we get too focused on what comes next, we’ll miss what’s happening 
right in front of us.

It just may be that life in general is the Season of Advent:  we wait, we watch, and we prepare 
for what comes next while also being fully present in the here and now.

May you have a blessed Advent, no matter when it comes.

Todd+
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Discretionary Report

Beginning Balance (October 27):  $1,050.00
Utility Assistance -250.00
Ministry Reimbursement -25.00
4th Sunday Cash + Funeral Donation 223.00
St. Nicholas Donation 286.00

Balance as of December 11: $1,284.00 

Currently have 2 Sheetz cards ($10/ea) and 1 Martins cards 
($20/ea).

A Note from the Rector’s Wife
No one ever asks the priest’s spouse to do a “stewardship talk” explaining why they attend 
the church and what the church means to them.Everyone knows that the spouse followed 
the rector with the call. However, I want you all to know that while Todd was in seminary 
we were told that where the spouse chooses to worship is up to them. That being said, I 
need you all to know that I choose St. John’s because it is here that I am fed spiritually. 
It is here that my family is. As Todd was in Baltimore recovering post surgery and I was 
becoming road weary, it was the hugs and kind words from parishioners along with the 
time that was spent with the teens that fed my soul and let me know that all would be fine. 
The meals from parishioners, the use of walkers, and help with transportation, along with 
all the cards, texts, and people who have checked on us in their own way have all made 
me realize how much St. John’s and the people mean to my family. The building is beau-
tiful and I love to be in the quiet of the sanctuary, but even more I am glad to be with the 
caring people that belong with St. John’s. Thank you for calling Todd as your rector three 
years ago and welcoming us to St. John’s as family. With you I am truly blessed. 

Thank you!

Joelene
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Music Notes
‘Come, Let Us Sing to the Lord”

(Psalm 95:1)

Are you curious about our choirs? You are invited to come check out our musical oppor-
tunities!

Saint Francis Choir (grades 1-3): Rehearsals resume on Monday, January 6 at 5 p.m.
Dinner for Saint Francis and Canterbury Choirs: Resume on Monday, January 6 at 5:30 
p.m.
Canterbury Choir (grades 4-12*): Rehearsals resume on Monday, January 6 at 5:45 p.m.
Parish Choir (grades 9-12 and adults): Rehearsals resume on Thursday, January 9 at 7 
p.m.
*Youth in grades 9-12 have the option of singing in either the Canterbury or Parish Choir.

For more information about the choirs, contact Mark King: 301-733-2560 x 108, or 
mking.stjohns@myactv.net

Many Thanks

We would like to thank Rebecca Connor and Jason Weibel (bagpipes), Brynn Lietuvnikas 
(piano and clarinet), Heidi McCusker (violin), David Smith (organ) for providing music 
during the Holiday Houses of Worship Tour.

January Carillon Recitals at Mercersburg Academy

January 12, 19 and 26 – Jim Brinson (Mercersburg Academy). Recitals begin at 3 pm, and 
are free and open to the public.
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Dear Saint John’s Parish:

It is with joyful hearts that we thank everyone for the time, talents and financial gifts you have 
pledged to Saint John’s for 2020.  As a gathered community of faith, the ways we dedicate our 
time and talents at Saint John’s are listed on the stewardship card.  Combined with our financial 
commitments, they support our efforts to live out our mission to Worship, Welcome, Serve and 
Encourage.

We continue to accept pledges in prayerful hope we reach what was pledged in 2019, our re-
cord year.  And as a reminder, we ask that everyone using e-giving with your bank complete 
a pledge card.  The Vestry is using the total on our pledge cards to develop a budget for the 
church and all of its programs and operations.

That budget will be presented at the Annual Meeting in January for approval, along with the 
results of this year’s Stewardship Campaign.  Pledge cards will continue to be available in the 
pews, on tables in the Church, and in the office year-round, for any who wish to act upon their 
faith, whether newly attending Saint John’s or not.

We thank God for this church – for its people, its ministries, and its place of worship. 

THANKS TO EVERYONE!

- The Stewardship and Finance Commission (Pieter Bickford, Ken Brown, Brian Connolly, Kath-
erine Foreman (Treasurer), Mark Halsey, Gary Heichel, Iris Heichel, John Itell, Chip Sealing, 
Carvel Wright, and Fred Wright)
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J2A—MLK JR Lock In
The diocese  has several events for the youth of Maryland to get together and do things.  I am 
very happy that the J2A teens are interested in participating in these events this year and get-
ting to know other episcopal teens.  

Our first event is fast approaching—MLK Jr Service Lock-In is held January 19-20 and takes 
place in Baltimore.  The teens will have discussions regarding dismantling racism, packing 
cold weather bags for the homeless, and making signs to use as they walk in Baltimore’s annual 
MLK parade for equality.  

They have a box in Trimble hall that they are collecting items for their cold weather bags.  
These items include: hot bev packets, tuna packets, granola bars, hand warmers, scarves, hats, 
socks and travel hygiene items.

Please help the teens by contributing to this wonderful cause.
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Deacon’s Corner
Just as we have started a new Liturgical New Year with Advent, we are now in a calen-
dar New Year. A time when we make resolutions (only to last a week or so; at least for 
me), and begin yet again, the next milestones in our lives. What I found so remark-
able about studying the coming of our Lord during Advent, was the realization that 
we are always starting over again. Not just a New Year for the Church or New Year for 
the calendar, or birthday, or anniversary. We begin again every day. For some of us, 
with each new breath. 
Epiphany is our time for breathing in newness and letting go of, well yes, oldness. 
Some of us (again speaking for myself) are rasping out the old all the time. But with 
each cleansing breath we take, we receive hope from the Baby who has come with 
power to upend the world. We look for the New Jerusalem, to a new life in Christ as 
He continues to rise in power. In the NRSV Bible translation, Psalm 145:14 has be-
come one of my Epiphany prayers. “The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises 
up all those who are bowed down.” Be gracious and forgiving with yourself in this 
secular New Year. And know that Christ will be there for you when you are falling, 
and will raise you up as you are bowed down.

Deacon Sue

Giving Envelopes

New giving envelopes will be available at the back of the church begin-
ning, December 29.   If you do not find envelopes with your name on 
them or you do not have numbered envelopes and would like to use them, 
please contact the Parish Administrator at secretary.stjohns@myactv.net 
or 301-733-2560.
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ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Meeting of St. John’s Episcopal Church will be held on Sunday, Jan-
uary 26, 2020, following the 10:15 service. Lunch will be served. New vestry 
members will be elected. If you are in a position to write a report, i.e. chair of a 
Commission, lead a particular group or ministry, etc., all reports are due in to the 
office NO LATER THAN January 13, 2020.

As outlined in our Bylaws (January 28, 2018) Article II, Section3, “any two (2) 
voting members may nominate a candidate for membership on the Vestry by 
submitting such nomination, over their signatures, to the Registrar at least two (2) 
weeks prior to the Annual Meeting.” Our Registrar is Ruth Ann Ogle.  The con-
gregation will be made aware of any additional nominees.

A pot luck supper will be provided. A sign up sheet will be available in Trimble 
Hall. The Parish Life Commission thanks you in advance for your support!

Did you know…

If you are over age 70 ½, and required to take distributions from your retirement 
pools – consider making your charitable contributions to religious and other quali-
fying nonprofit organizations by making a direct contribution of all or a portion of 
your required minimum distribution. If you do not qualify to itemize your deduc-
tions, this is a more tax efficient step to accomplish your charitable commitments.  
You are not taxed on the direct withdrawal and transfer of the required minimum 
distribution you direct to your favorite charities (i.e. St. John’s Episcopal Church).

Please be sure to discuss with your financial and tax advisors to determine how a 
charitable RMD may apply to your individual circumstances.



VESTRY NOMINEES 
2020-2023 

 
                                                           KATHY ARGUESO 

I have been attending Saint John’s Parish since 2010 when I 
came as a guest of the Martin’s. I started attending on a regular 
basis and was received into the Parish in 2012. I enjoy my time 
at Saint John’s and have had the pleasure of teaching Sunday 
School for the Preschool-Kindergarten Class as well as 
teaching and assisting with Children’s Chapel. I have taught 
preschool and pre-K for our Vacation Bible School as well as 
serving dinner and assisting in Crafts. I also volunteer on a 
weekly basis to sell Gift Cards every Sunday to help benefit 
the J2A Class. I have run three painting fundraisers to raise 
funds for the Food Pantry/Community Café, The Rector’s 
Relocation Fund for Father Todd and family and for the J2A 
trip to New York in 2018.  I have overseen the Saint Nicholas 

Festival for the last 3 years.  I have assisted with Mayfest with decorating, collecting raffle 
donations as well as selling raffle tickets and helping with the wine tasting. I was the interim 
Treasurer for the Parish from April 2017 to January 2018 until the Vestry was able to find a 
permanent Treasurer. I feel blessed to be a member of Saint John’s as I find it to be a very 
inviting congregation. I would like to be on the Vestry to help Saint John’s get more 
parishioners and young families in as we continue to try to grow our congregation.  Keeping the 
parish moving in a forward direction as we teach the youth to be the future of the church. 

 
 

BOB AYRER 
 After many active years as an Episcopalian in California, my 
wife, Earlene, and I retired to be closer to our grandchildren, 
settling in the Eastern Panhandle of West Virginia. We knew 
the priest at Saint John’s the time from our daughter’s 
involvement at All Saints Episcopal Church in Frederick, 
Maryland. We fell in love with the traditional high-church 
form and approach to the liturgy from our first visit. Joining 
in 2002, Earlene and I became involved in many of the 
church’s functions. Together we organized and presented 
three of the first four Mayfest wine tastings and dinners. I 
served for many years as Chalicists and Lector, as well as part 
of the Breakfast Bunch helping maintain the physical plant. 
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For three years, I have moderated the Adult Hour on Sunday morning where we examine and 
discuss the important issues facing the church. I believe my experience as a business manager 
and consultant, as well as my years as a contractor, can make a positive contribution to the 
vestry’s work in managing the business of the church as Saint John’s pursues it’s mission to the 
community.  
 

                                      CAROL BACHTELL 

My name is Carol Bachtell.  I am a candidate for the Vestry.  
I came to Saint John’s Parish from Saint Paul’s in 
Sharpsburg.  My late husband and I were married at Saint 
John’s in 2003.  Many of you knew my husband, Ron.  I lost 
him in 2017, so Saint John’s has given me the happiest day 
of my life and the saddest.  Through my journey, the people 
of Saint John’s have been my rock.  I have been able to heal 
and become more active in church activities.  I am a member 
of the Daughters of the King, serve in the nursery, oblation, 
greeter, Parish Life, Mayfest, and, in the past, helping with 
the Snowflake Bakery on Saint Nicholas Day. I enjoy 

helping in the kitchen whenever needed.  I believe in Saint John’s, its wonderful people, and its 
future.  This is a church that truly reaches out to its members in times of joy and sorrow, and to 
the community to help those who are going through difficult times. If I am elected to the 
Vestry, I will work to worship, welcome, serve, and encourage Saint John’s. 

 
                                                                                                        

                                                BILL BEARD 

I have been a member of Saint John's since moving to 
Hagerstown from Syracuse in 1981. Served on Vestry and as 
Junior Warden several years ago. Executive Director of two 
non-profits: MIHI, Inc., and The Home Ramp Project.  Serve or 
has served on numerous non-profit boards. Currently President 
of Board, Commission on Aging.  
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                                   BRUCE MASSEY 

It is my pleasure to be invited to run for vestry and, if 
elected, it will be my honor to serve. I have actively 
attended Saint John's for 15 years serving in a variety of 
capacities that include a prior vestry term, Chair of Service 
and Outreach commission for 5 years, completion of 4 year 
Education for Ministry study, Mayfest Chef, and many 
fundraising activities.  I am retired from the State of 
Maryland with 37 years of service, the last ten years serving 
as Assistant Director of the Washington County 
Department of Social Services.  Saint John's is at a critical 
crossroads.  What happens in the immediate future will 
determine the destiny of our beloved church and our 
cherished congregation. Hopefully Saint Johns will 

continue to grow in education, youth ministry, diversity and outreach. It's time we examine our 
strengths and weaknesses, look at what is working at other churches, and plan and act 
accordingly.  Most importantly, Saint John's must become a church that families want their 
children to attend. Our doors must swing wide to be inclusive of all, encourage and support all 
and share the Good News of the Gospels in a manner that will ensure our congregation and 
future can grow.    

                                                                                                    DEANNA SOULIS 

I am a senior member who holds Saint John’s dear to my 
heart.  During my 40 plus years here, I have experienced the 
leadership of rectors and interims with different views as to 
their role as clergy in charge. I would serve to pursue those 
footprints left behind by clergy that made Saint John’s the 
parish it has become: more diverse, more involved in 
outreach, and more welcoming and caring.  I have served as 
registrar, jr. warden, sr. warden, chalicist, intercessor, chair 
of F&G, and co chairs of Search Committee, Mayfest, 
Christmas Church Tour, and Garden Club. I initiated the 
Breakfast Bunch that has saved the parish hundreds of 
dollars over the years in maintenance costs. I have witnessed 
leadership skills that are important to our growth, the 
incorporation of our youth, a vital part of our church, and the 
importance of building church community.  There are issues 
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that vestry members must address and search for answers, be visionaries, set goals, and be 
willing to listen and take chances. If you agree with any of my thoughts, then I’m your 
“huckleberry’.  It has been a privilege and pleasure to be part of the ministry of Saint John’s. 
                                                                                                                          

                                        JOSE VELAZQUEZ 

I grew up in Puerto Rico and I am a long life Episcopalian, I 
attended to San Andres (Saint Andrew) Episcopal Church in 
Mayaguez P.R. School at age of 5 years old. I only knew the 
Episcopal Church back home in Puerto Rico as a little 
student, in sports as a teen in the San Andres Church which I 
participated with the youth group. With the years I moved 
around as a civilian and during my 20 plus years in military 
career, I always looked for an Episcopal Church for my wife 
Yolanda and Glenda to fellowship. In 2003 we moved from 
Frederick, MD to this area, currently home is Falling Waters, 
WV. Since 2003 we became part of Saint John’s community. 
During those years father Scott Bellows was the rector. I am 
honored to have been asked to be a candidate to serve on our 
vestry. I have seen our church and community grow 
dramatically since my first visit more than 16 years ago and I 
am hopeful this trend continues in our future as a Church and 

Christian community to continue serving. Even though I moved from Frederick, MD to this area 
then to Falling Waters, WV, from 2004 until 2011, I was a missionary with the Episcopal 
Church (All Saints) in Frederick, Maryland. I was in the All Saint’s outreach ministry as a 
season missionary to the Diocese of Maryland serving the Diocese of the Republic of Panama 
as a Spanish language interpreter for the church medical and construction teams. During the 
missionary years I served as a link between All Saints church clergy on the remote areas 
community in Panama, inviting the community to voluntarily participate in the daily service for 
communion, in which many locals accepted and reaffirmed their faith. 
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The Graff Gardens

As of January 1st, 2020, I will be retiring from the responsibilities of the Graff Gardens.  

Missy McCray and Bob Speelman have consented to taking over the care of the gardens.  
The two of them have expertise in landscaping.  Missy has her own business caring for 
properties and Bob is on his way to becoming a Master Gardener.  Fabric and Grounds are 
fortunate to have them on their team.

The gardens have had the support of many of our parishioners through the years, some 
of who continue to this day.  However, we would love to have new people, that includes 
teenagers, who might be interested in horticulture, landscaping or agricultural, or in need 
of completing volunteer hours for school.

It is always fun to explore new ideas, make suggestions to make things easier in the gar-
dens or to accomplish the ongoing tasks in the least amount of time.  Believe me, your 
time will be well spent.

If you would like to be part of the team or have any questions, please touch base with Mis-
sy McCray or Bob Speelman.

 Thank you,
 Pat Abeles

To Drive the Cold Winter Away…

Come to the Cabin Fever Soiree: Flannel and Frost on Friday, January 31 from 6- 9 
pm.  A dinner of comfort food will be served, including ham, macaroni and cheese, 
green beans, salad bar and hot rolls. There will be a dessert competition, a live band 
with space for dancing, and a cash bar selling beverages by the glass. We encourage 
all adult parishioners to come and bring a friend or two!  Tickets are $25 and go on 
sale January 5, 2020.  Proceeds raised from this event will support both St. John’s 
operating fund and the REACH cold weather shelter. Contact Betty Markle or Bruce 
Massey for more information.
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ORDO Kalendars
This calendar offers a traditional use of the Revised Common Lectionary 
and The Anglican Service Book.  It includes a full listing of the tradition-
al feasts and devotional days celebrated throughout the Anglican Com-
munion. The days are color-coded to indicate proper vestment colors. 
If you would like to purchase a calendar for 2020 at a cost of $5.00 each, 
please contact Melonie no later than January 15th.

…there is still time!
You can join the Adult Forum to follow the evolution of the church from the Disciples to 
the Reformation and find out how the “group of twelve” grew to be the dominant religion 
of the world.

In January we will be digging into the fourth century to find the theological controversies 
concerning God and Christ that threatened to fragment the newly successful Christianity.  
We will be looking for answers as to “who or what is the Christian God, after all?”  “Who 
or what was the Messiah who stands at the center of Christian belief?

The doctrine of the Trinity has been hammered out – did that end debate in the church?  
A resounding “NO!”  In the 5th and 6th centuries controversies sprung up focusing on 
“Christology”  - the nature of Jesus Christ, the God-man.  The political and personal 
rivalries between the great patriarchal centers, the divergent philosophical approached 
to questions of theology and the desire of emperors to maintain unity only worsened the 
divide.  

One reason so little attention is paid to versions of early Christianity that merged outside 
the empire is that the languages that tell their stories are known by relatively fewer profes-
sional scholars. How did the early church in the east grow and prosper? Who was behind 
the explosive grown of the church in Persia?   What role did the Visigoths play? Join us in 
St. Mary’s Chapel following the 8 O’clock service as we follow the story beyond the Sunday 
school teachings of your childhood.
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Reach Cold Weather Shelter
Happy January to all. We are about 6 weeks out from our week at The Reach Cold Weather 
Shelter, Feb 9th thru Feb 16th 2020. 

Many of you have already volunteered for the various tasks for our week. We utilize about 
70 volunteers during our week and could definitely use your support for just a few hours. 
Please see either Kim Halsey or myself to volunteer and see Carla Charles to see what 
openings are available for meals and amount of food to prepare. 

This is an awesome outreach for our church which benefits both the residents and the vol-
unteers. Thanks for giving of your time and talents in support of this cause. Missy McCray 
717-420-7118 , Kim Halsey 610-360-0637 and Carla Charles 301-991-7934.

Thanks!
 

      Missy

HATS OFF TO:
• Dr. Mark Andrew Cook was awarded a semi-finalist status in Composition from The 

American Prize for his Symphony for Wind Ensemble, entitled “Dawn at Fox Gap”.  
He was one of 9 awardees out of some several  hundreds or entrants including 
many of the most distinguished composers in the field. The work is dedicated to Dr. 
Scott Allen  Hippensteel from Shepherd University, who conducted the premiere 
performance last Spring. 

• Hollis Thoms, new Saint John’s parishioner, on the premiere performance of his 
opera, Adam and Eve, by Bach in Baltimore under the direction of T. Herbert 
Dimmock on November 3, 2019 at Christ Lutheran Church, Baltimore. The 
performance commemorated the 50 th wedding anniversary of Hollis and Jacki..

Keep me in the loop by sending information to my email address: uofapsu@verizon.net. 
Feel free also to pull me aside to share your good news so I may share it with St. Johns.

Kelly Slocum
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
 Judy Myers  1/2
 Phillip Barlup  1/3
 John Creager   1/3
 Priscilla Laguerre  1/4
 Christina Argueso  1/6
 Bruce Massey   1/6
 Yolanda Velazquez  1/7
 Valinda Detamble  1/12
 Bob Markle   1/13
 Alvin Massey   1/13
 Ashley Myers-Brown  1/14
 Katherine Foreman  1/15

 Rob Slocum   1/15
 Haven Younger  1/16
 Spencer Grams  1/17
 Linda C. Jones  1/19
 Beth Kaetzel   1/22
 Bonna Nakopoulos  1/24
 Sareen Hebb   1/25
 Claire Kaetzel  1/27
 Denise Foreman  1/29
 Benjamin Overcash  1/29
 Ron Myers   1/30
 Janice Seekford  1/31

Mark & Helen Cook  1/18
George & Kathy Fuscsick  1/22
Bill & Phyllis Sturtz   1/28
John & Barbara Creager  1/30

HappyAnniversary!


