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Rector Ramblings is on break 
while father todd recuperates 

from surgery.

Christmas Schedule
December 22nd: Advent Lessons & Carols @ 10:15 a.m.

December 24th: 
6:30 p.m. - holy eucharist with pageant
10:30 p.m. - Music for Christmas
11:00 p.m. - holy eucharist with incense

December 25th: 9 a.m. - holy eucharist 
rite II

December 26th: 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. - historic 
Houses of Worship Tour

december 29th:
8 a.m. & 10:15 a.m. - christmas lessons 
and carols

Sunday, January 5th: 
6 p.m. - 12th Night Party
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Music Notes
A Big Thank You

Many thanks to Bruce Massey and Jerry Bock for coordinating the beautiful reception fol-
lowing Evensong on November 3. Thanks also to everyone who helped with the reception.

December Music Ministry Highlights at Saint John’s

• Sunday, December 22 at 10:15 a.m. – Canterbury and Parish Choirs sing at the Advent 
Lessons and Carols
• Tuesday, December 24 at 6:30 p.m. – Saint Francis and Canterbury Choirs, and trumpet 
music by William McGovern-Fagg, grandson of Bill and Gaye McGovern
• Tuesday, December 24 at 10:30 p.m. – Parish Choir, strings congregational carols
(Prelude to the 11:00 p.m. Festival Eucharist)
• Wednesday, December 25 at 9:00 a.m. – Christmas Day Eucharist with congregational 
carols
• Sunday, December 29 at 8:00 and 10:15 a.m. – Christmas Lessons and Carols 

Other Lessons and Carols in Washington Count

• Sunday, December 8 at 5:00 p.m. – Saint Thomas’ Episcopal Church, Hancock
• Saturday, December 14 and Sunday, December 15 at 8:00 p.m. – Saint James School, 
Hagerstown
.

Community Christmas Concert

The local Cumberland Valley Chapter of the American Guild of Organists (AGO), will 
sponsor a Christmas concert for the community on Sunday, December 15 at 4:00 p.m. 
Area musicians including Mark King will participate. The event will take place at Grace 
Methodist Church, Hagerstown. The concert is free and the public is invited to attend.

December Carillon Concert at Mercersburg Academy

• December 1 at 3 p.m. – Jim Brinson (Mercersburg Academy)



Deacon’s Corner
Advent is my favorite church season. At work, I hear the Christmas 
Carols, and I say, “Not yet.” One might think it is too soon as Halloween 
costumes are on clearance and Thanksgiving Turkey fixins’ are in the aisle 
at Walmart. My “Not yet” is a way to say, let me slowdown in wonderment 
about the incarnate God coming to us as a helpless baby. The four themes 
of wonderment I see for the Sundays of Advent are, Be Alert, Prepare, I am 
making all things new, and Born of a woman.

In the hustle (and it is quite a hustle) and bustle of the season, I’ve opened 
a meditation book Watch for the Light, Readings for Advent and Christmas 
from the editors of Plough Publishing. I take time each day to read a 
reflection about anticipating and encountering this baby born in a manger 
where cattle are lowing. Mary, a young maiden, and Joseph, a brave young 
man of his time are parents of God incarnate. Think about the position 
Joseph, a Middle Eastern man, is in with a pregnant fiancé. Think about 
Mary and the stigma of being pregnant, but not by Joseph. Their sacrifice is 
a gift to all of us. The Carols heard on our radio and overhead in shopping 
centers are just early reminders to be alert, prepare, waiting on the healing 
Jesus, who is born of a woman.

Deacon Sue
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EYC will NOT meet in December.

Youth Update
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Spreading Christmas Cheer to Bester School!  

Ho! Ho! Ho! It’s Bester’s Shoe Box Santa time! Bester’s elves have assembled the list of 
children that are in need of a St. John’s Santa. By now we hope that you have your list and 
are hard at work to make this the merriest Christmas ever for all the children.

When you finish your shopping, please wrap the shoebox and tape your card with the age 
and gender of the child on the box. Please DON’T FORGET to mark the date you re-
turned the box on our list. This allows us to take inventory so we can ensure that no child 
is overlooked by Santa. We ask that all boxes be returned by Sunday December 8 to give 
us time to organize everything and get it to Bester before Christmas vacation.
 
Thank you is such a simple thing to say, but we want you to know that this means so much 
to the children.  Thank you for brightening a child’s Christmas and for all the many things 
you do to help our community! 

God bless us everyone, as Tiny Tim always said.
           

Florence Forbes, Lou Lamb, and Karla Davis   

Volunteering OpportunitiesWithin Bester Community

Ms. Kerry Fair from the Bester Community of Hope (BCOH) met with a few parishioners 
on November 10 to discuss various volunteering opportunities in the Bester community.  
One was the Walking School Bus (WSB) program designed to greet students at a desig-
nated “bus stop” and help them get a good start to the school day by offering snacks and 
activities and then walking with them to school … Wednesday mornings only. One objec-
tive of this program is to teach young children responsible, respectful and safe pedestrian 
habits.

If you are interested in a new way to reach out, serve and encourage others in our commu-
nity, other opportunities through BCOH exist!  They range from afterschool programs, 
sorting donations, office support, and more.  You may volunteer as few or as many hours/
days as you wish.

If you would like more information or are ready to sign up now, please contact Lou Lamb 
(301-437-5704) or speak directly with Kerry Fair (240-513-6370 or email her at: connect@
besterhope.org). There are also WSB flyers and San Mar Volunteer Information Sheets  
out on a table at the Antietam Street Entrance.
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 URGENT!!

CHRISTMAS BOUTIQUE REMINDER!

The Y2A Youth Group needs your donations for the Christmas Boutique 
fundraiser! Re-giftable items such as jewelry, collectible items, art, picture 
frames, scarves, hats and gloves, men’s ties, attractive useful kitchen items/
decor, home décor, stationary, children’s activity materials such as coloring 
books, colored pencils, glitter pens, art paper, children’s toys, games, puz-
zles, decks of cards, and other items you think someone would appreciate 
receiving as a gift. But, PLEASE, no furniture, tools, shoes, sports equip-
ment or clothing, or Christmas items. Leave donations in marked box(es) 
on stage in Trimble Hall. Contact Melissa Hutton at 240-625-6550 with 
questions. MANY THANKS!!

St. Nicholas Day Festival
Sunday, December 8, 2019 following the 10:15 Service.  

Please join us for lunch where you can purchase Grilled Cheese Sandwiches, 
Tomato soup and chips.  There will be crafts for the kids to make and take home.  
Don’t forget you can purchase delicious baked goods from the Snowflake Bakery 
and have your picture taken with Saint Nicholas. We hope everyone will join us 
and make this a wonderful day together.

If you would like to volunteer to help in the kitchen to prepare the food for the 
luncheon, please contact Kathy Argueso, 717-404-8357 or by email at kargue-
so0920@gmail.com and for the Snowflake Bakery donations contact Judy Raysely.

All proceeds from the lunch will be donated to The Rector’s Discretionary Fund 
and proceeds from the Snowflake Bakery will go to Personal  Blessings.
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SAVE THE DATE
What: Cabin Fever

When:  January 31, 2020

The Outreach Committee headed by Bruce Massey and Betty Markle and their band of 
merry makers are in the planning stage of an event that will be held on Friday, January 
31, 2020. Mark you calendars now for “Cabin Fever.” Stay tuned for more information 
and plan on being part of a fun evening.

Thanks so much!

Gerrie Mangum

Holiday Houses of Worship Tour
                                                                                                                             
Once again we are participating in the Holiday Houses of Worship Tour Decem-
ber 26 and need the following to help make this a successful event. The shifts are 
3-4:30 and 4:30-6:00.

• Docent
• Serve cookies & punch
• Set up
• Greeter
• Open/close the church
• Make cookies

If you can help with any of these, please contact either

• Kim Halsey – 610-360-0637 - kimberlyeph@gmail.com
• Dusty Graham - 301-991-5612 - dustyg@myactv.net
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Counters Needed
                                                                                                                             
Many thanks and appreciation to Maureen Sheridan and Jane Rozes for their 
years of service as counters. This is an important ministry that happens behind 
the scenes. Beginning January 2020, two counters are needed for the 2nd Sunday 
of each month plus one additional week each year. Counting is typically done 
on Sunday following the 10:15 a.m. service (other arrangements can be made if 
necessary).  Confidentiality is of utmost importance as well as accuracy. Training 
and detailed instructions will be provided. If you are interested in this ministry or 
have questions, please contact the Church office or the treasurer.

Reach Cold Weather Shelter
                                                                                                                             
The Reach Cold Weather Shelter week is Feb 9th thru Feb 16th 2020.  Kim 
Halsey, Carla Charles and I are looking for volunteers for all areas at the shelter.  
Carla is in charge of meals for the week so let her know if you want to prepare 
and serve a meal.  Feb 12th and 15th have been taken so far.  Kim and I will be 
present after each service to sign you up and answer any questions you might 
have.  The website for the shelter is www.reachofwc.org , there you can find a 
video description of all duties needed for the shelter at the youtube tab on the far 
right. Also as soon as you sign up go online and fill out your volunteer applica-
tion please, it’s very user friendly.   We appreciate your help filling our roster for 
this year.  Missy 717-420-7118, Kim 610-360-0637, Carla 301-991-7934

HATS OFF TO:
• The Reverend Joseph Rickards who will be celebrating his 60th anniversary of 

ordination on December 18th.

Keep me in the loop by sending information to my email address: uofapsu@verizon.net. 
Feel free also to pull me aside to share your good news so I may share it with St. Johns.

Kelly Slocum
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William & Florence Forbes  12/10
James Ide & Donald Sachs  12/19
John & Ruth Cozzoli  12/20
Lee & Gerrie Mangum  12/27

HappyAnniversary!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
 Jeremiah Laguerre 12/1
 Joshua Laguerre 12/1
 Martin Price  12/2
 Shirley Chilcote 12/5
 Joan Kuiken  12/6
 Stacey Abeles  12/7
 Lois Whisner  12/10

 Morgan Ashbaugh 12/18
 Phyllis Beard  12/20
 Missy Mccray  12/22
Clayton Burkholder 12/23
Hollis Thoms  12/27
Kevin Abeles  12/30
Ellen Collins  12/31


