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September 2019
Dear Parishioners and Friends of Saint John’s:

“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” – Jesus

A few years ago the Vestry worked at updating our mission statement. As I pointed 
out at that time, a mission statement should do three things: reflect what you do, 
be based in your actions, and be memorable. We spent some time with newsprint 
calling out everything we do here at Saint John’s. When the words stopped coming, 
we then spent several more minutes grouping similar words together. What we came 
up with were four primary areas that could be summed up in four words:  Worship, 
Welcome, Serve, and Encourage. Everything we currently do is reflected in at least 
one of those words, and everything we might or will do can be supported by at least 
one of those words. So it was that Worship, Welcome, Serve, and Encourage became 
our mission statement.

The above quote from Jesus comes from Matthew 6:21 as part of his Sermon on the 
Mount, and from Luke 12:34 as part of his response to a person who wanted Jesus 
to command an older brother to divide the inheritance with him. In both places 
Jesus is making an observation about human behavior:  where you put your money, 
where you invest your time, where you put your energy, all point to where your 
heart is. They all point to what you support. They all point to what is important to 
you.

Here at Saint John’s, we have determined that where we put our money, where we 
invest our time, where we put our energy, is reflected in our mission to Worship, 
Welcome, Serve, and Encourage. These are areas where we put our treasure, and 
these are areas where our heart is.

We often see the heart as the center of everything, and people sometimes describe 
their passion as “having a heart for . . .”  Such as, “I have a heart for ministering to 
the homeless,” or, “I have a heart for feeding hungry people,” or, “I have a heart for 



music,” etc. We can use this language here at Saint John’s as well:  We have a heart for 
worship; we have a heart to authentically welcome people; we have a heart to serve; and 
we have a heart to encourage others.

It is because of your participation, exercise of talents, and financial support that we 
offer excellent worship, an authentic welcome, a willingness to serve, and a desire to 
encourage. All of these things are made possible through your pledge and offerings of 
time, talent, and treasure. Your treasured gifts to Saint John’s, financial and otherwise, 
are at the heart of who we are.

This diagram, I think, shows what it looks like when our mission to Worship, 
Welcome, Serve, and Encourage are put together. As you can see, each part of our 
mission touches on every other part – no one part stands alone. And right in the 
center, is our heart. Our treasure is our Worship. Our treasure is our Welcome. Our 
treasure is our Service. Our treasure is our Encouragement. And where our treasure is, 
there our heart is also.
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In a few weeks, parishioners of Saint John’s will receive a Stewardship packet. I 
encourage you to begin prayerfully considering how your attendance and participation, 
your exercise of talents, and your financial support are not only at the heart of Saint 
John’s, but how these treasures reflect your own heart as well.

And to those who are friends of Saint John’s, those of you who, for whatever reason, 
don’t attend but who receive our electronic communications – Soundings and the 
Wednesday Word for instance– and/or follow us on Facebook, I would also encourage 
you to prayerfully consider how Saint John’s touches your heart and how you might 
support our mission and ministries. Your financial donations may be mailed directly 
to the church (101 S. Prospect St., Hagerstown, MD  21740) or via electronic giving 
(www.stjohnshagerstown.org and click “Online Pledges/Gifts” at the top of the 
website).

May our many treasures continue to reflect the heart that is at the center of our 
mission.

Blessings,

Fr. Todd+

Discretionary Report
Current Month

Beginning Balance (June 25):                                $866.00
Funeral x 3 475.00
Rent Assistance x2 -200.00
4th Sunday Deposit 46.00

Balance as of July 19: $1,187.00 

Received 3 Martins gift cards ($20/each).
Currently have 11 Sheetz gift cards ($10/ea).
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Music Notes
New Season of Choirs

Be sure to see the Music Making Opportunities page for details about the choirs.

Silent Movie
Dave Calendine, organist for the Fox Theatre in Detroit will open the 2019-2020 Music 
at Saint John’s Series on Friday, September 27 at 7 pm. In addition to organ repertoire, 
the program will include him improvising organ accompaniments to 2 short silent films, 
Liberty (by Laurel and Hardy), and One Week (by Buster Keaton). Silent films were pop-
ular from the turn of the 20th century until around the 1930’s when synchronized sound 
became mainstream. Be sure to invite someone to attend this fun event for all ages.

A Big Thank You to Summer Musicians
Vocalists: Ginny Morgan Arey, Jim Brinson, Charlie Foreman, Judy Loiseau-Myers, Jane 
Rittenhouse, Robin Spickler.
Instrumentalists: Jim Brinson (organ and piano), Orville Browne (saxophone), Julianna 
Chitwood (violin), Heidi McCusker (violin).

September Carillon Recitals at Mercersburg Academy
September 8 – John Widmann (Frederick, MD), September 15 – Elisa Tersigni (Wash-
ington DC), September 22 – Tiffany Lin (Philadelphia, PA), September 29 – Jim Brinson 
(Mercersburg Academy). The recitals begin at 3 pm and are free and open to the public. 
Feel free to sit in the chapel, or take the steps up to the carillon tower, or sit on the lawn or 
benches, or stroll the gardens while listening to the music.

Organ Recital
Bradley Hunter Welch will perform on Sunday, September 29 at 3:00 pm in Thomson 
Chapel as part of the Van Looy Organ Recital Series at Wilson College, Chambersburg. 
Dr. Welch is in strong demand as a recitalist, concerto soloist, and collaborative artist. His 
performances have been praised for their “visceral excitement, welcome naturalness, and 
effortless grace.” “A world-class virtuoso, a breathtaking performance, intensely moving.” – 
The American Organist
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Sunday School will begin on September 8 with cold breakfast. Children ages pre-school to 9th 
grade are invited to come to Trimble Hall at 9am. Please let us know if you have any dietary 
restrictions.

EYC (Episcopal Youth Community) will meet on September 8.  All youth from 6th-12th grade 
are invited to join us at 11:45am.  We will have tacos and Fr. Todd will talk about a variety of 
topics including ordinary time, discipleship and stewardship.

There will be an acolyte training on September 15 in the Nave.  All current and prospective 
acolytes, 4th grade and older, are asked to attend.

Children’s Chapel still needs an assistant on September 29 and October dates are starting to fill 
up.

Children’s Chapel will be taking an offering with their own envelopes.  Envelopes will be hand-
ed out on September 8 for collection on September 15.  New envelopes will be handed out each 
week.

 

Youth Corner

 Porchfest, Fall Fest and Southside Community Block Party

You are invited to attend Porchfest (2-6 pm) on Saturday, September 21, which is being 
held in conjunction with Fall Fest in City Park (10 am-4 pm) and the Southside Com-
munity Block Party (12-3 pm), with a transportation link operating from the park to 
South Prospect and Baltimore streets from 2 -4 pm.

Porchfest (sponsored by the N1 Historic Heights Committee) on South Prospect Street 
is a celebration of architecture and music. Performances will take place on porches, 
including some of our parish musicians on the porch of Saint John’s House and in the 
church nave. 

To extend our Saint John’s hospitality, volunteers are needed for the following: Greeters 
on the South Prospect Street sidewalk near the tower entrance, greeters at the water/
food table, providers of cookies and small bottles of water, set up cookie/water table be-
fore the event, and take down cookie/water table at 6 pm. If you are able to assist, please 
contact Lou Lamb. 301-437-5704, louisegl@myactv.net.
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 A Huge Thank You From St. John’s Shelter Board

Wow! Pots and pans and cookbooks, oh my!! And not one but two dehumidifiers! Mem-
bers of the Parish came through like gangbusters in response to our request for various 
donations, including food donations the last Sunday of the month. A heartfelt thank you 
to all who took the time to donate, the Board members humbly but gratefully thank you 
for your generosity and care. We hope these donations will contribute to healthier and 
more thrifty meal choices for our families!

The Shelter Board

Adult Forum

As Paul Harvey use to say, “… and now, the rest of the story!” How did a rag-tag group of 
twelve change the world?  How did this offshoot of Judaism become the biggest religion 
in the World?  What happened after the reports in the book of The Acts of the Apostles 
that changed the world?

Starting September 15th, join the Adult Forum in St. Mary’s Chapel right after the 8 
O’clock service for the “rest of the story!” as we look at “The History of Christianity: 
From the Disciples to the Dawn of the Reformation.”

Professor Luke Timothy Johnson is the New Testament and Christian Origins professor 
at Emory University’s Chandler School of Theology. A former Benedictine monk, Profes-
sor Johnson earned a B.A. in philosophy from Notre Dame Seminary, an M.Div in The-
ology from Saint Meinrad Seminary and School of Theology, and an M.A. in Religious 
Studies from Indiana University before earning a Ph.D. in New Testament Studies from 
Yale University.

Join us in this fascinating study of the early Church’s rise to power and influence. Dr. 
Johnson give us the good, the bad and the ugly of the early church.
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Deacon's Corner

What does a deacon do? Deacons care for the vulnerable and marginalized. Deacons 
pray, almost all the time. Deacons visit the sick, dying and imprisoned. Deacons live a 
life centered in Christ and model it as best they can. Deacons are the extra set of hands to 
the ministry the apostles were unable to do effectively as the community of faith grew in 
number, Acts 6:1. I am set apart (ordained) to integrate the gifts of the Church with the 
needs outside the Church. I feel so grateful to work among you and your ministry en-
deavors which you have led and are leading. I will also network within the community to 
find even more resources and needs to continue serving the vulnerable and marginalized.

Along with being the extra set of hands for the community outside of the walls, I am to 
proclaim the Gospel, occasionally preach, and lead this faith community in prayer and 
confession. While I do that, I am the head waiter of the Eucharistic Table. Deacons send 
the faithful out with a dismissal, “Go in Peace to Serve the Lord!!”   There are a few other 
things a deacon does, but those are for later Deacon Corner message.

September is the unofficial start of the Church. We go back to school, and summer vaca-
tions are over. Sunday school, choir, and other activities begin again. The leaves change 
color and drop. The evening air will become crisp and colder. I will be serving the com-
munity with volunteering at Reach as the Cold Weather Shelter Opens in October. Like-
ly, you will notice I advocate against domestic violence and introduced pamphlets from 
CASA (Citizens Assisting and Sheltering the Abused) in many restrooms in the Church. 
The needs of the world are many and the resources seem limited. Together, with God’s 
abundant mercy and grace, we will feed the hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick, dying 
and imprisoned, and shelter the homeless. We do all these in the name of the One who 
died, and rose, and will come again…in the meantime we, with the Spirit leading, will 
help bring the Kingdom closer to those who have lost their way.

  Deacon Sue
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B3, I17, Free Space, G50, O63. Bingo!

Please join us for our 4th Annual Bingo night on Friday, October 18. 
Great lasagna, fabulous baskets, many laughs! Dinner is at 6 PM, Bin-
go games begin at 6:30. Ticket sales begin September 29. All proceeds 
benefit our Service and Outreach projects! 

Questions may be directed to Cathy Bushey at 301-992-8444. Thank 
you for your support!
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Secret Prayer Partners Results

Thank you!  Thank You!  THANK YOU to the 23 adults who committed themselves 
to praying daily for our 40 young people whose parents signed them up for Secret 
Prayer Partners last August.

Statistically, if each adult only prayed one minute a day for the young people, over 
the course of the year, that would really add up. Even though some adults prayed for 
more than one young person, these statistics only show one minute a day by the 23 
adults.

One minute a day multiplied by 365 days is 8,395 minutes or 139.9 hours for 2019!  
Almost 140 hours of prayer—that doesn’t count any additional minutes or anyone 
not listed on the Secret Prayer Partners roster!  Our church is blessed when we pray 
for each other.

Now is the time to sign up for another year of caring for our young people. Next year 
is Leap Year, so that will bless the “pray-ers” and the “pray-ees” with even one minute 
more of being held up before God!  If you will commit to this ministry, please fill out 
the form today (if you haven’t already done so) and give it to Karla Davis or mail it 
into the office.

If you want to have your children or grandchildren prayed for (and you haven’t al-
ready submitted the form) please do that today also!

God blesses us, I believe, when we show our concern for others by praying for them! 
May God bless you richly this year!

   Karla Davis, Florence Forbes and the Service and Outreach Commission
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4th Annual South Side Community Block Party

4th Annual South Side Community Block Party is on September 21st from Noon 
to 3 pm hosted by the Bester Community of Hope. 

This year we are collaborating with Free Clothes Saturday a Families Helping Fam-
ilies upstart. For the party, St. John’s will have a tent near the Band Shell and will be 
distributing gently used and new clothing. Please empty those closets and dressers 
for those items to donate and bring them on to Trimble Hall, starting August 25th. 
We will have boxes ready to receive them. All clothing is appreciated though the 
recipients may not have the means to have them dry cleaned (if necessary) or washed 
before wearing. 

Banana Boxes (Walmart Donation) are in Trimble Hall. Boxes for Youth (Girls and 
Boys) and Adults are marked. Deacon Sue deacon.stjohns@myactv.net has a signup 
sheet at the Antietam Entrance for folks to donate time sorting, setup, hospitality and 
tear down for the Block Party. 

When I was naked, you clothed me. Matthew 25:36 

Thanks in advance for your loving generousness and responding to the needs of the 
community.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Bob Rauth   9/1
Helen Stevens   9/1
Brandon Younger  9/1
William Abeles Jr.  9/2
Elizabeth Happel  9/2
Bill Sturtz   9/3
Michael Callas   9/4
Fred Wright III  9/4
William Forbes  9/5
Pieter Bickford  9/6
Donna Wells   9/7
Bill Graham   9/11
William Maletzky  9/14
Ema Myers   9/14
Mike Mummert  9/17

Allan Martinez  9/18
Bunny Waltersdorf  9/18
Stephanie Bickford  9/19
Rylan Cox   9/19
Kathy Argueso   9/20
Paige Kaetzel   9/20
John Cozzoli   9/23
Heidi McCusker  9/25
Ivor Knight   9/26
William McGovern  9/26
Bill Soulis   9/27
Jerry Bock   9/28
Katherine Wallschleger 9/29
Paul Perryman   9/29

Happy Anniversaries!
Bob & Susan Rauth   9/2
Ben & Ericka Alvestad  9/3
Rev. Todd & Joelene Young  9/8
Pieter & Stephanie Bickford  9/10
Phil & Julie Barlup   9/12
Charlie & Katherine Foreman  9/18
Bob & Betty Markle   9/20
Heidi & Belinda McCusker  9/22
Brandon & Haven Younger  9/27
Bill & Beverly Abeles   9/28
TR & Lou Lamb   9/29
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
Please make check payable to:

SAINT JOHN’S PARISH MUSIC SERIES
101 South Prospect Street, Hagerstown, MD 21740

Donations to the Parish Music Series can also be made 
electronically via Online Giving/Music Series on the 
church’s website - www.stjohnshagerstown.org, smart 
phone QR code, or download the GivePlus+ app.

Please return this portion with your payment.
Again, thank you for supporting the Music Series
at Saint John’s Parish.

 SUGGESTED CATEGORIES
Benefactor .............$500 or more
Patron ...................$250 to $499
Sponsor .................$100 to $249
Cultivator ..................$50 to $99
Friend .......................$10 to $49

Amount Enclosed: _______________________________

Name: _________________________________________
Please print your name as you would like it to appear 

in the list of music series donors.

Email Address: _________________________________
Providing your email address will keep you informed  

of upcoming musical events.

Address: _______________________________________

  ______________________________________________
If you should receive a duplicate mailing, please give this flyer to a friend or post it at work.

The Music at Saint John’s Parish 
This series is a result of the extra generosity of those who believe that such programs are a vital ministry in the community. 
If you feel that programs such as these are important, we hope you will attend and we ask for your financial support 
to ensure their continuance.

Saint John’s Parish ~ 101 South Prospect Street, Hagerstown, Maryland 21740
301.733.2560, ext. 108 ~ stjohnshagerstown.org

Music
at Saint John’s Parish
Friday, September 27, 2019 – 7:00 p.m.

Silent Movies: Liberty (Laurel and Hardy), One Week (Buster Keaton)
Dave Calendine, organist for the Fox Theatre, Detroit

Sunday, October 6, 2019 – 5:00 p.m.
Senior Clarinet Recital by William Miller

Other instrumentalists include Joshua Smith, clarinet; 
Nathan Strite, organ; Dr. Julianna Hayward, piano

Sunday, November 3, 2019 – 5:00 p.m.
Choral Evensong for the Sunday after All Saints’ Day

Saint John’s Parish Choir

Sunday, December 22, 2019 – 10:15 a.m.
Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols

Saint John’s Boy and Girl Choristers and Parish Choir

Friday, February 7, 2020 – 7:00 p.m.
TwoResonate

James Martin, trombone; Dan Miller, organ

Sunday, March 22, 2020 – 5:00 p.m.
Choral Evensong for the Fourth Sunday in Lent

Saint John’s Parish Choir

Friday, April 17, 2020 – 7:30 p.m.
Mercersburg Academy Chorale

Bryan Morgan and Jim Brinson, directors

Friday, June 5, 2020 – 7:00 p.m.
Mark King, organ


